
 Due to budget cuts, the New 
York City Department of Education 
mandated BSGE merge with Ronald Mc-
Donald HS starting the next school year, 
2011-2012.  Citing the number of staff 
as well as the amount of unused space, 
DOE Construction Authority employee 
Patrick Star said, “In these tough times, 
we can’t always get what we want.  I 
think this merger will be very good for 
both schools as well as for the NYC tax 
payers.”
 Former School’s Chancellor 
of GTL, Cathie “The Scenario” Blank 
said that no teachers will be forced to 
go because of this merge but the shar-
ing of resources will allow us to cut out 
some wasteful spending as well as give 
students access to more facilities and a 
greater selection of classes.  
 The merger would also make it 
more cost effective to give all of the newly 
added standardized tests under one roof 
instead of two.  Adding to next year’s array 
of tests is a new multiple-choice exam 
for measuring basket-weaving technique.  
“I’m very excited at the possibility of 

objectively measuring the effectiveness 
of heretofore unaccountable, ‘fat cat,’ 
basket weaving teachers,” added the 
Ash Ketchum, DOE’s newly appointed, 
Minister of Nickels and Dimes. “Gotta 
test ‘em all!” he exclaimed.
 Another key consideration was 
the expansion of the IB program.  Be-
cause BSGE has such a successful aca-
demic program, more students would 
benefit from the combination of schools.  
BSGE students likewise, would benefit 
from greater access to a mediocre arts 
program with many offerings.  
 As far as the space goes, teach-
ers and students will be expected to trav-
el back and forth by space ship between 
BSGE’s building on 36th ave and Ron-
ald McDonald’s building on the moon.  
BSGE’s roof will be converted into a space 
port.  The two buildings will officially be 
referred to as the “South Campus” and 
the “North Campus” respectively. It was 
likely, however, that the BSGE building 
would bear the nickname, “Leaky” and 
the Ronald McDonald building, “Spac-
ey.”   When asked about the potential 
new name for the “super school,” DOE 

employee Ron Weasley said that that issue 
hadn’t been settled yet but a few names 
were being considered such as “Jefferson 
Davis High School” and “Vaclav Havel 
School for Waffles and the Arts.”
 Another possibility was that our 
current BSGE building would be demol-
ished and replaced with an ostrich and 
orangutan petting zoo.  The idea of add-
ing llamas to the mix was being seriously 
considered.  No official decision has 
been made yet.  Jimmy McMillan, a lo-
cal aspiring politician, explained that the 
problem with BSGE’s current building 
was that “The rent is too d*mn high!”
 An anonymous student said, “I 
wish we were merging with Laguardia 
HS, they’re much better than Ronald Mc-
Donald.
 A 12th grader, asked about the 
merge said, “This is whack,” a sentiment 
echoed by many students. “It sucks to be 
you all,” she added, referring to every-
one left at BSGE next, while aggressively 
pointing at the younger students around 
her.  “I started at a school called BSGE 
and I’m going to end at a school called 
BSGE.  BSGE for life!” she concluded.
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Justin Bieber made a surprise visit to BSGE on March 21st. Unfortunately, he arrived at 
4:15pm, when most students were long gone. Photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha 

Short Stories
Sting Becomes “Forge”
 Starting May 2011 BSGE’s mascot 
will no longer be Sting. Instead students will be 
rooting for Forge the Baccalaureate Aardvark! 
This change is an attempt to freshen up the 
school’s image and inspire some school pride. 
The hope is that more students will show up to 
sporting events. (This is not true)

Law and Order to Film At BSGE
 Law and Order will start filming their 
season finale at BSGE on April 20th. Accord-
ing to one of the show’s producers, BSGE will 
easily be converted into a crime scene. “The 
building’s concrete exterior, white walls, and 
strange stains make for the perfect base,” says 
set designer Regina George. (This is not true)

BSGE Swim Team
 We’ve turned the cafeteria into an 
auditorium and a gym so it isn’t much of a 
surprise that we’re turning a classroom into a 
pool. Every Thursday afternoon, starting April 
15th, room 304 will be flooded so that BSGE’s 
newest club, Stinging Swimmers, can practice. 
Students with bottom lockers are encouraged 
to move their books to another room or one of 
the higher lockers. Anyone interested in join-
ing should email stingingswimmers@email.
net. (This is not true)

DOE Agrees to Fix Leaks
 After May 2011 BSGE students won’t 
have to worry about sudden, life-threatening 
pools of water in the hallways, stairwells, and 
classrooms. The DOE will be spending the 
next few weeks fixing our building’s many 
leaky spots. “We have finally realized, after 
eight years, that a roof made of swiss cheese 
is unacceptable,” DOE spokesperson Eddy 
Cullen admitted. (This is not true)

Toenail Collection On Display In 
Lobby
 Every year the U.S. government picks 
one public school for the honor of hosting a 
collection of toenail clippings. These clippings 
are all from former U.S. presidents. The most 
valuable clipping is worth $1.2 million. It 
came from John F. Kennedy’s big toe and Ken-
nedy clipped it at the height of the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis. Hosting the collection will add to 
BSGE’s prestige and, hopefully, attract tourists 
for revenue. (This is true)

BSGE Students Rank 57th
 America’s Education News recently 
ranked BSGE students 57th on the list of best 
public school sandwich makers in America. 
“It’s a bit disappointing,” says one junior, “last 
year we were ranked 63rd and we had hoped 
to make a bigger jump forward.” Some stu-
dents speculate that it’s the seventh graders, 
who can’t all make bologna sandwiches, that 
are dragging us down. (This is not true)

BSGE And Ronald McDonald 
HS To Merge In 2011-2012

Students Fall For April 
Fools’ Issue Page 2

Anonymous 
Donor Gives 
BSGE $442 
Million In 
Pennies
Page 7

C Montgomery Burns ‘12 (1912)

Official Shaving Cream 
Your Teachers Day 
Page 17

A Kitty Daycare 
Opens At BSGE 
Page 4

April Fools’! (This page is a joke).



        On April 1st the Bacc Rag tried to make a joke. A fake front 
page was published (similar to the one on this issue) to play an 
April Fools’ joke on the student body and administration. The 
front page photo was a photoshopped image of Justin Bieber in 
front of the school building and the main headline was “BSGE 
to Merge with Frank Sinatra in September 2011.” The article 
described the (fake) budgetary reasons for the merger and in-
cluded (fake) quotes from (fake) DOE spokespeople, including 
Ash Ketchum (from Pokemon), the DOE Minister of Nickels and 
Dimes. The article became more and more ridiculous (a test of 
how many poeple read more than the first few sentences).
            What followed was entirely unexpected.  The Principal 
of Frank Sinatra HS misunderstood the nature of the article 

and requested we not distribute the issue.  Before the offended 
principal made the request, Ms. Johnson had Bacc Rag mem-
bers collect the papers they distributed throughout the school.   
To this day Ms. Johnson doesn’t know whether or not her col-
league understood that the article was a joke. When creating 
the issue, our intention was only to inspire a few laughs only 
at the expense of BSGE. Apparently, we were not clear enough 
about the humorous nature of the front page. The issue you are 
now holding is a reprint of that issue but with a few changes. 
More information about the misunderstanding will be printed 
in the next issue of the Bacc Rag. Thank you for reading and 
please enjoy!
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Freshman Olivia Witting in three stages of her pitching motion. 
Photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha

Lady Sting 
Softball Season 
Starts
 It’s Lady Sting’s second year in the 
Queens B division and so far it looks encour-
aging.  They have accumulated a 3-3 record 
so far.  Their first game, on Monday March, 
21st, was against a high school that cannot be 
named, last year’s first place team in the di-
vision, and BSGE won 9-6. Then on Friday, 
March 25th, Sting beat BSGE rival Academy 
of American Studies 17-16. They lost a tough 
game on Monday March 28th against Queens 
Vocational and Tech HS.
 The promising start comes as a sur-
prise because at the end of the last season BSGE 
lost three key players. Shortstop Daranee Na-
songkhla, first baseman Ariel Friedman, and 
pitcher and team captain Jamie Caroccio all 
graduated in 2010. 
 But Kristen Spang, who ranked first 
in the B division leagues for triples last year, 
is still on the team and has taken over the role 
of captain. Senior Natalie Alfarhan returns to 
the team as the starting Catcher and absolut-
ley amazing, spirited and sportsy Co-Captain. 
They are joined by many other strong, seasoned 
players who have been on the team for years. 
 Six new players have also joined the 
roster. These new players include freshman  
Olivia Witting, who pitched 7 strong innings 
in the opening game, and Lauren Katzenstein, 
the new, talented first baseman. 
 If  the first two games are any indi-
cation then Lady Sting’s season looks bright. 
Check page 8 for more pictures and a schedule 
of games.

April Fools’ Day Issue Gets Pulled, 
Revised, and Redistributed

BSGE Blood Suckers
On February 17th BSGE hosted 
yet another blood drive and it 
was once again a success. The 
goal was to collect 34 pints and 
28 total pints were collected. 
Although we did fall short of 
the goal, the blood center was 
pleased with the amount of 
blood collected relative to the 
size of our school. 
 The number of 

people who registered to do-
nate was also impressive. 46 
people were scheduled but 18 
people were turned down be-
cause either their iron count 
was too low, their blood pres-
sure was too high or low, or 
they failed to meet the height 
and weight requirements.
 It is difficult for BSGE 
to collect many pints because 
the age requirement is 16 and 
the majority of the school is 

not old enough. But, every 
year, a relatively large propor-
tion of eligible students and 
teachers sign up to donate. 
 Blood donations are 
extremely important. Ac-
cording to the Red Cross, one 
out of every three Americans 
will need a life saving blood 
transfusion and every 2 sec-
onds someone needs blood. 
But only 3 out of every 100 
people donate blood. 

 This is unacceptably 
low and leads to many blood 
shortages that can threaten 
lives. 
 Donating blood takes 
less than an hour and the 
one pint that they take from 
a donor can save up to three 
lives. The next blood drive 
will hopefully be in the first 
week of June and all eligible 
students are urged to donate.

Jolijt Tamanaha ‘11

BSGE’S Babies
Page 10

Auction Items 
for Sale Page 4 BSGE 

Volleyball 
Team Page 6

Adopt a Bin Campaign
Mr. Rajiv’s advisory has continued its efforts to 
develop a comprehensive recycling program at 
BSGE.  Each advisory has been asked to raise 
money to pay for new color-coded recycling and 
garbage bins.  Hopefully soon, each classroom 
will have a black, blue, and green bin.

Raising Money For Japan
A record 8.9 magnitude earthquake and 
tsunami struck Japan on March 11, killing 
more than 10,000 people, leaving hundreds of 
thousands homeless, and doing an estimated 
$300 billion in damage.  You can help by 
texting REDCROSS to 90999 to donate $10 to 
the Red Cross to help their efforts in Japan.

BSGE Engagement
Congratulations to BSGE teachers Mr. Laskows-
ki and Ms. Matani on their recent engagement.  
We wish you the best.  

So...what actually rhymes with Yuval?
Frugal?  
The Junior Council threw a Mardis Gras party 
this past month.  The party was a great success 
with many students in attendence.  The Junior 
Council also raised a lot of money for their 
future events.
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Letters 
to the 
Editor

Dear Editor,
 I found the story, “Locker Policies” to be very 
important for the students. I have certainly had the 
issues that were enlisted in the article. The thing that I 
haven’t realized with the lockers is that the teachers get 
affected when we are at the lockers. I understand that 
sometimes we barge in the classroom and make noise 
with our lockers. I personally am one of those students. I 
felt this article was important because now the teachers 
had given their opinion about the lockers. I will use the 
lockers respectfully with the times that teachers think 
are the best so I won’t disturb them. Thank you for 
letting us be informed about this.
- Akib R

 I really admired the article called “ Things to 
do While Waiting for College Decision Letters.” This 
article caught my eye because the title seemed pretty 
interesting. I acknowledge that I am just a seventh 
grader, but one day, I will have to wait for my decision 
letter. I believe that this article is very funny, especially 
numbers 1 and 8. That was hilarious! This article is 
also pretty helpful to the people to the people who 
are actually going through the process of waiting for 
their college decision letters. I believe that it is a pretty 
serious thing to wait for the paper that will determine 
the college you are going to go to. However, this article 
makes it feel funny too! Great job by the way! Now I 
know some serious and creative things to do when the 
time comes!
-Rakia Islam

 Budget cuts have 
been tough on New York 
City public schools, and the 
Department of Education 
has announced recently that 
it intends to lay off many 
teachers. Governor An-
drew Cuomo has proposed 
budget cuts that would 
take away 1.4 billion dol-
lars from the city’s schools. 
With the current laws, any 
layoffs will be based on se-
niority. This means that the 
newest teachers would lose 
their jobs first, instead of 
the teachers that have been 
teaching in the New York 
City public school system 
longer. Teachers and par-
ents aren’t happy with the 
layoffs or with the rules of 
seniority.  Students seem 
disinterested for the most 
part, but do have an opinion 
about what decides if  their 
teachers will keep their jobs 
or not.
 Fortunately, this 
will have a minimal effect 
on BSGE. There aren’t many 
teachers employed here that 
are very new to teaching in 
the public school system. 
This means that senior-
ity laws will keep most of 
BSGE’s teachers safe from 
layoffs. However, if  the laws 
are changed and a method of 
teacher evaluation is used as 
a replacement, it is unclear 
what the fate of the school’s 

teachers will be. This is one 
of many things to figure out 
while the budget plan is not 
going anywhere anytime 
soon.
The DOE’s plan is more of 
a warning than anything. 
It was released to gain the 
support of more parents, 
but the numbers might not 
be accurate. If  the plan does 
go through, a total of 4,675 
New York City public school 
teachers will be laid off, ac-
cording to the Department 
of Education’s plan. There 
are 1,600 public schools 
in the city, and almost 80% 
would be affected by the 
layoffs. Filip Martinovic, 
a 9th grader, said “I think 
these budget cuts are un-
fair. This many teachers 
shouldn’t be losing their 
jobs.” Unfortunately, it looks 
like the budget cuts are in-
evitable. If  the exact plan 
for cuts to the education 
budget are followed, one to 
five teachers will be laid off 
in many schools.  Accord-
ing to the DOE’s plan, nine 
schools would lose half of 
the teachers that they have 
since most are newly hired 
to the system.
 If  all of these 
teachers are actually laid 
off, the schools will de-
cide to let go of the newest 
teachers.  Many are upset 
over this because the teach-
ers that may actually teach 

better or yield better results 
will lose their jobs over a 
teacher that is less effective 
because of seniority. Many 
parents are angered with 
this because they want the 
best teachers for their chil-
dren. They do not want pos-
sibly great teachers to be 
laid off because the current 
rules say the older (but not 
necessarily wiser) teachers 
have the right to keep their 
jobs.
Most students seem to agree 
with their parents when it 
comes to teacher senior-
ity. When asked, students 
come to a general consen-
sus about what should be 
considered when schools 
are forced to lay off teach-
ers. Adela Goldsmith, an 
8th grader, said, “The re-
sults that teachers get and 
how they do should decide 
which ones keep their jobs. 
New teachers can be just as 
good as old ones.” However, 
the details of teacher layoffs 
and the current laws had to 
be explained to many stu-
dents. Syed Azmain, a 9th 
grader, said, “I honestly 
don’t know that much about 
teachers and seniority.” It is 
possible that many people 
won’t have strong opinions 
until it affects them directly. 
 While many par-
ents and students would 
prefer teacher layoffs to 
be based on teacher per-

formance, the United Fed-
eration of Teachers, the 
teachers’ union, supports 
seniority system. They work 
for the teachers, which 
means that this union has 
the welfare of teachers at 
the top of the list of pri-
orities. They would rather 
the teachers that have been 
working the longest be 
spared during layoffs.  They 
argue that abolishing se-
niority would simply lead 
to higher salaried teachers 
being fired, not necessarily 
less effective ones.  There is 
also tremendous debate on 
how to measure the effec-
tiveness of teachers, wheth-
er through evaluations or 
standardized testing.
 This issue has been 
debated for a while now. 
Mayor Bloomberg has been 
a vocal advocate for abol-
ishing the rules of senior-
ity for teachers in the New 
York system. He has been 
trying to push a bill doing 
away with this into the State 
Senate and Assembly. Mean-
while, others have been try-
ing to fight it. The State Sen-
ate passed the bill on March 
1st but has to pass through 
the Assembly still. Another 
issue that will be discussed 
is about developing the 
methods for teacher evalu-
ations. There are still many 
obstacles to overcome in the 
resolution of the issue. 

Teacher Layoffs 
May Be On the Way

Erin Camia ‘14

SHSAT 
Results
 Friday, Febru-
ary 11th, 2011 was a 
day that affected the fu-
ture of many young New 
Yorkers: Specialized High 
School results were dis-
tributed to students, as 
well as La Guardia High 
School decisions. That 
Friday, many BSGE 8th 
graders were jumping 
around and screaming 
with joy outside the of-
fice of Guidance Coun-
selor, Timothy David-
Lang, clutching letters 
with, “Congratulations!” 
written on them. “When 
I first opened the letter, at 
first I was really confused 
because I wasn’t sure 
what it said, but then 
my friend read it and 
told me that I got in and 
I was like, ‘YAYYY!’ and I 
started jumping around!” 
says Emma Nathanson, 
an 8th grader who was 
accepted into LaGuardia 
High School for Dance.

 W e l l - k n o w n 
Specialized High Schools 
many 8th grade BSGE 
students applied to in-
clude Stuyvesant, Bronx 
Science and LaGuardia 
High School of Music & 
Art and Visual Arts. For 
many students, this is a 
huge decision that will 
affect their lives greatly. 
Judging from the intense 
studying and high pres-
sure auditions, it is clear 
that these students take 
their academics very se-
riously. “When I recieved 
the SHSAT results, I felt 
really nervous and jittery 
because I had studied a 
ton and I put a lot of effort 
into the test, so I wanted 
to get the best score pos-
sible”, says Danny Cor-
ridan, an 8th grader who 
was accepted into Bard 
High School and to Bronx 
Science.
 This year for the 
8th grade class of 2015, 

Lydia Stetson ‘15

Continued on page 10
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 On March 4th The Noguchi Museum’s Teen Ad-
visory Board or [TAB] held their first event of the year.  
With approximately 65 teens in attendance, 9 of whom 
were BSGE seniors, the members of [TAB] premiered their 
new promotional video, INterpret: An Oasis in Astoria.  
This video can now be viewed at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=aV-cY8VwnAY.  From 4:30 to 6 PM, teens 
were also encouraged to explore the galleries and create 
their own sculptures in the museum’s Education Room.  
While some of the teens were returning visitors, many 
were new to the space and pleasantly surprised by the 
unfamiliar “oasis in Astoria.”
 The museum is located at 9-01 33rd Rd Queens, 
NY 11106 (adjacent to Socrates Sculpture Park and 
across the street from Costco).  Admission for any NYC 
high school student is waived with a valid ID, so feel free 
to visit!
 Receive notifications about upcoming teen 
events and volunteer opportunities at the Noguchi 
Museum by signing up to the Museum’s Teen Mailing List 
(which is posted on the Art Room door).  Also, for high 
school students interested in becoming a [TAB] member 
in the next school year, please contact Pamela Reyes at 
anamariapamelareyes@gmail.com. 

An Oasis In 
Astoria

Debate Team Revived
 Earlier in the year 
it was announced that 
BSGE’s policy debate team 
was canceled after sev-
eral successful years.  Al-
though avidly supported by 
students, due to a lack of 
funds, it could not contin-
ue. BSGE students already 
face a limited number of 
after-school activities and 
removing debate, one of 
the students’ favorite, was 
devastating. However, this 
past December the Debate 

Team was bought back. 
Open to all, the debate 
team is now coached by 
Lenny Herrera and super-
vised by Ms. Matani, BSGE 
humanities teacher.  Ms. 
Matani said, “I think it’s 
great it’s starting up again 
and being a supervisor not 
a coach, I’m learning a lot.” 
The PTA set funding aside 
for the team to go to com-
petitions.  The debate team 
hopes to be attending these 
competitions by next year 
since tournaments are over 

in two months and they 
aren’t ready to go for this 
year.
 Many of last year’s 
debaters have returned this 
year and are excited to be 
a part of the team. Dorian 
Nousias ’13 said, “I’m re-
ally happy that the team 
is back.  I went to debate 
camp over the summer and 
being on the debate team 
makes it worth it.  Our 
coach, Lenny, is amazing 
and I can’t wait to go to 
tournaments next year.” 

 The debate team 
has also introduced its 
rookies to debate. They 
have been creating argu-
ments for the resolution 
(which is the topic being 
fought for and against) to 
show them how a tourna-
ment runs.  Isabel Castro 
‘14 said, “I think it’s use-
ful because we’re aware of 
worldly issues.  I really like 
it and I like that it’s run by 
a student because you don’t 
feel uncomfortable about 
teachers.”

Neha Mehta ‘14

Yu-Gi-Oh 
Tournament

 On Thursday, February 17, 
the Sophomore Council hosted a Yu-Gi-Oh tournament 
which drew more than 20 participants from BSGE. The 
Yu-Gi-Oh game is a customizeable card game based on 
a cartoon show of the same name.  Players design their 
decks to duel other players. The game also allows players 
to trade or sell their cards. Yu-Gi-Oh has become a very 
popular game for many BSGE students.  The cafeteria af-
ter school is a popular place for them to play the game. 
The Sophomore Council decided to promote their hobby 
and host an event at school. 
 There was a $3 admisison fee to cover the ex-
penses and raise a small sum for the Sophomore Council 
for future events.  
 The tournament had a double-elimination for-
mat which allowed for a long tournament and a lot of op-
portunities for the participants to play. After a few hours, 
the winner was decided. Sophomore Arian Florez defee-
ated Sophomore Matthew Terriberry to finish in first 
place. Both Arian and Matthew won prizes, which were 
Yu-Gi-Oh cards.

Erin Camia ‘14

Why You Trippin’, Freshman?
BSGE 9th Graders Go Ice Skating at Flushing Meadows

 February 15th, 
tBSGE Freshman went 
iceskating on their first 
Council organized field 
trip. Thanks to the newly 
created Freshman Coun-
cil, the 9th graders went 
to ice skate at World Ice 
Arena in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park. The 
council members thought 
that planning a day trip 
would be much more fea-
sible than an overnight 
one. Among ideas such 
as museums, amusement 
parks, and New York’s 
landmarks, ice-skating 
was one of the most re-
quested one-day trips.
 Once the trip 
was planned, the major-
ity of the 9th grade was 
thrilled. According to the 
council, around 60 of the 
70-something freshmen 
(and a few teacher chap-
erones) went ice-skating. 
One student, Raymond Fu 
’14, commented, “it’s very 
educational if  kids can go 
outside and play. It relaxes 

us from the stress we have 
in school.” Many of the 
freshmen who attended 
this school trip agreed. 
The time away from 5 or 
6 periods of classes that 
day helped make the week 
really exciting. And the 
freshman class is a close 
group of friends. Vanessa 
Mejia ’14, said, “I thought 
that the trip was pretty 
fun. I would totally go to 
another 9th grade trip 
with all my friends.”
 Gus Moriatis ’14 
thought, “The best part 
[was] that the teachers 
did not say ‘Don’t do this, 
don’t do that.’” The few 
implied rules of the trip 
were to stay in the build-
ing, watch out for the 
little kids, and try to be 
safe and polite. However, 
this didn’t prevent all ac-
cidents. Raymond Fu ’14 
recalls crashing into other 
9th graders when Daniel 
Uvaydov almost skated 
into Raymond’s legs.
 Earlier this 

month, just two and a 
half weeks after their first 
trip, the Freshman Coun-
cil distributed surveys to 
9th grade advisories. The 
surveys asked if  the stu-
dents enjoyed ice skating, 
if  they would be able to 
go to either one-day trips, 
overnight trips, or both, 
how much money they’ll 
be willing to spend, and 
any suggestions for the 
next trip. According to the 
members of the council, 
not many helpful sugges-
tions were made for the 
next field trip. 
When asked face-to-face, 
however, a few students 
did have interesting ideas. 
Vanessa Mejia ’14 won-
dered whether roller skat-
ing or swimming would 
be a reasonable next trip. 
Moises Gracia ’14 sug-
gested, “I think a picnic 
at central park or some-
thing on the lines of go-
ing outside rather than 
an indoor place [would be 
fun]. Nature is healthy.” 

Giuliana Videla ’14 had 
many ideas as well. She 
thought, “the movies, Six 
Flags, or Splish Splash 
sounds fun!” Though Six 
Flags and Splish Splash 
are major trips that would 
require a lot more plan-
ning and funds, a picnic 
in the park or going to the 
movies may not be too dif-
ficult.
 To gain funds, 
the freshman council had 
a bake sale earlier this 
month. Member Emily 
LuShing says, “We don’t 
know where we’re going 
yet but we’re just trying 
to get the money.” They’re 
planning ahead so that 
some of the funds would 
already be in their hands 
by that time.
 Since the first 
school field trip was a 
success, and a lot of fun, 
the Freshman Council are 
thanked and are hopeful 
for another triumph. 

Samantha Calpo ‘14

Image Source: http://www.nycgo.com

Bid On Items, Help BSGE
For more information about the nature of the auction check the second page of The Bacc Rag. Below are a list of 
the coolest items for sale on BSGE’s online auction at www.bidforgood.com/bsge

Intermix Gift Card
$50 gift card to the online 
fashion boutique for 
trendsetters, A-Listers and glam 
fashionistas. Intermix carries 
an exclusive mix of the best 
designers, styles and trends
Visit intermixonline.com

$50 Towards Live Show 
Tickets
With this item you get 
$50 towards a ticket to a 
concert, sports event, or 
theater performance at 
scorebig.com. They sell 
discount tickets for over 
400,000 different events.

Tickets to a Live Taping of The View
Usually you’d have to wait 12-18 months for tickets 
so this deal is truly an exclusive in.

Summer Fashion Internship
Artists by Timothy Priano is 
a top agency that represents 
top makeup / hair and 
stylists who work on 
editorial and advertising 
such as Vogue, Sports 
Illustrated and Victoria’s 
Secret. Intern for one week 
during the summer.  

Internship at Ford 
Models
Spend one summer 
week at Ford Models.  
Assignments may 
include assisting 
agents in various 
tasks, general office 
duties, preparing client 
packages, updating 
model portfolios.

Golf Outing
A round of golf, lunch and 
cocktails (maybe for mom 
or dad) in Long Island.

Four Tickets to Broadway Show
Four tickets to front row seats 
at the Broadway tribute to the 
Beatles!

Since late November, Ms. Nikkolos’ advisory has been 
working on a play called ‘King Lear,’ written by William 
Shakespeare. They practice daily during advisory, and 
sometimes during lunch, with the help of actor Steve Wit-
ting - father of BSGE’s 9th grader Olivia Witting. “’King 
Lear’ is a play about death,” says Sebastian Ali ‘14, who 
plays the title role of King Lear. “He gives his land to his 
three daughters, two of which only love their father for 
his money. The youngest daughter, Cordelia, loves her fa-
ther truly but can’t show it. She’s banished from the king-
dom, and dies.” The performance is later this year, and 
advisories will be invited to the music room to watch.

Shakespeare 
at BSGESamantha Calpo‘14
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 Lady Sting, BSGE’s 
girl’s basketball team, did 
us proud this season! They 
finished the regular season 
13-3, and made it to the 
second round of the play-
offs.  Their practices started 
in October, and the season 
got off to a good start. The 
team bonded really well at 
the practices, and exhibit-
ed fantastic teamwork, co-
operation, and sportsman-
ship in each of their games. 
Sarah Diaz, 12th grade, 
of the Lady Sting feels 
that “the younger players 
should get some recogni-
tion because even though 
they were not part of this 
year’s starting 5 they defi-
nitely were team players, 
came to all the games and 
hopefully will all be part of 
the starting 5 when they’re 
in their senior year.” 
 This year’s seniors 
played exceptionally well. 
Their first game, against 
Young Women’s Leader-
ship School, was a forfeit. 
This game was followed by 
13 wins against the Acad-
emy of American Studies, 
Information Technology 
HS, Frank Sinatra School 
Of The Arts, Robert F. 
Wagner Jr., Newcomers, 
Queens Vocational Tech., 
HS For Construction, and 
East New York Transit Tech, 
among others. Their 13-3 
record tied for 2nd in their 
division with the Academy 
of American Studies.
 The team was able 
to strategize for each game 
by looking at the PSAL 
website, (PSAL.org), where 
they took into account the 
opposing team’s record, 

who the opposition had 
lost against in the past, the 
opposition’s good players, 
and more. This helped 
them to build confidence 
so that they could begin 
games self-assured and 
mentally prepared. 
 Over the course 
of the season, Lady Sting 
had to face a few difficul-
ties. Of the three games 
they lost, one was 
against the Acad-
emy of American 
Studies, which was 
a very close 76-
74, and the other 
two were against 
Queens Vocational 
Tech. 
 The first 
game of the play-
offs was against 
East New York 
Transit Tech. All 
of BSGE was very 
excited when Lady 
Sting made it that 
far, and took ad-
vantage of the 
chance to show 
their school spirit 
and pride. 9th 
grader Isabella Hernandez 
was “proud [of the team] 
because you wouldn’t ex-
pect it from a school like 
ours. We are so small, and 
aren’t really known for 
sports.” Lady Sting won by 
a lot, and Sarah Diaz de-
scribes it as “almost (an) 
easy game”.
 The second game 
in the playoffs was against 
Richard Green High School 
of Teaching. Lady Sting 
had never played them 
before but felt confident. 
Their confidence shone 
through their playing 

in the first half because 
although they fell short 
in the first quarter 7-12, 
they bounced back in the 
second quarter, outscoring 
Richard Green HS by 2. At 
halftime, although Lady 
Sting was down 19-21, 
their good sportsmanship 
kept them going and they 
felt that they were still 
in the game. “The third 

quarter killed us, if  we 
could have played a fifth 
quarter we would have 
won,” said Sarah Diaz, 
12th grade. The other 
team pulled ahead scoring 
a whopping 12 points to 
2 in the 3rd quarter, and 
in the 4th quarter scored 
15 while Richard Green 
HS scored 10, making the 
final score 36-44. 
 Sarah Diaz says 
that if  she had to go back 
to the game she would 
have taken “more of a 
leader role; we all didn’t 
know what we had to do to 

win but if  I had been more 
confident in my playing 
then it might have turned 
around.” The team is still 
very proud of themselves, 
however, because they 
made it to the playoffs and 
had a close game. 
 One of the major 
difficulties the team had 
during the season was not 
having enough players on 
the bench to match the 
regulation number of 7 
total players. They faced 
this problem directly 
before their second playoff 
game. Pamela Reyes of the 
Lady Sting said, “during 
the second round in the 
playoffs, not enough girls 
could make it to the game. 
According to PSAL rules 
and regulations 7 players 
must be wearing a jersey, 
so the team and Mr. Potter 
were doing some last 
minute recruiting to avoid 
having to forfeit. After 
much convincing, Meghan 
McCullough reluctantly 
suited up. She’s now an 
honorary Lady Sting.”
 People on the team 
agreed that it was very re-
warding season. Pamela 
continued to say that her 
“favorite part about being 
on the team [was] beating 
or doing well against teams 
that looked physically big-
ger and better than us. It 
was just really rewarding 
since we often had a height 
disadvantage, (bring on the 
short jokes).”
As for girls who might 
want to play on the team 
next year, Pamela advises 
that they “have fun and be 
committed because four 
years go by fast!”

Lady Sting Basketball Ends 
Its Season in the Playoffs

“All of BSGE 
was very excited 

when Lady 
Sting made it 
that far, and 

took advantage 
of the chance 
to show their 

school spirit and 
pride.”

Ariel Taub ‘14

BSGE Alum 
Come To Visit

 A handful of BSGE alumni 
came back to BSGE on January 7th, 
2011, to interact with current students 

and speak to advisories to tell them about their experi-
ences in college and to stay connected with the BSGE 
community.  BSGE, still a young school, has only had five 
graduating classes so the majority of the former students 
are still in college.  In order to learn from their expe-
riences in college and their reflections on high school, 
teacher, Niki Singh and college counselor, Peter Wilson 
arranged for many former students to come back and 
play an important role for our current students.
            Many of the current students asked the alumni 
about the schools that they go to and if  they enjoy it or 
not.  Some students asked questions about the surround-
ings of the college so that they  would not be in the mid-
dle of nowhere. Senior, Emily Davis thought that this was 
and important topic to touch on. They wanted to have a 
place to go outside of school like stores or restaurants so 
that they are not stuck in their school all the time because 
they are going to be living there and they want to know 
what they can do after school and days when they are off 
from school. They  didn’t want academics to take up their 
entire college lives.
    Some people were more into the question and answer 
part of the meeting than others. Some people had sib-
lings in college, like Daniel Lam Lo, so they could find 
out things from them, but others were excited to find 
out more about what goes on in college and what to do 
about what. Teachers were excited about alumni day as 
well. They enjoyed seeing their former students and their 
current students interacting with each other. It had been 
a long time since they had seen each other, so it was a 
treat for them to reunite. Some teachers, like Ms. Dikes  
thought that the alumni and the students would have a 
deeper conversation if  she had stepped out. Because of 
this, she only was  in the classroom with her advisory for 
the first and last 5 minutes of the class.  She also felt that 
it gave the students a practical idea about what will hap-
pen in college, it showed them that college is the “Real 
Deal,” not just a fun place to get away from parents and 
hang out. Overall, everyone enjoyed this event, the alum-
ni, the students, and the teachers.

Zoe 
Palminteri ‘16

 Thirty bright BSGE faces looked 
eagerly through the crowd, searching for 
the Dane they would be staying with. Al-
though we had just gotten off a two hour 
train which we took right after our nine 
hour flight, we were eager to start our trip. 
We talked anxiously among ourselves, 
checking constantly to see if  our Danish 
host students had come through the door. 
 After reuniting with our host 
familie, we started to split up and students 
had the weekend to spend as they pleased. 
For most, this included time with their 
host’s family, time with their Dane, and 
time hanging out with different sections 
of the group. Most BSGE students got to 
see and experience parts of Denmark and 
its culture not listed in any guide book or 
itinerary. 
 On Saturday night, the group 
rented the beginning of the night at a local 
night club, getting the place to themselves 
before the usual go-ers joined as well. This 
was the first time many BSGE students had 
seen each other since arriving, and there 
was no better way to celebrate together. 
Cynthia Soto, a BSGE participant, said, 
“We all had a great time together. And the 

Danes love Americans.”
 This ‘love’ could be seen every-
where in Denmark. Everyone was excited 
to hear we came from America, never 
hesitating to ask questions, help us with 
anything we needed, or add on how they 
could not wait to visit. The BSGE students 
found the Danish culture to be enthralling 
as well. Participant, Amy Augello, raved, 
“I loved Denmark’s environment. New 
York City is always so busy, but in Den-
mark there is peace.” Visiting the school 
our host’s attend, called, International 
Business College, most Americans mar-
veled at the lack of stress in the Danish 
students’ lives. Only about half of them 
will go on to further their education after 
this, and even as they learn now, they re-
ceive on average, thirty minutes of home-
work a night. Most of the time they are 
free to enjoy their time as they see fit. Par-
ticipant Karina Rhem, noticed, “The Dan-
ish student’s were able to have such nice 
relationships with their families, because 
they could be so open with them.” 
 When the weekend was over, we 
got to see more renowned aspects of Dan-
ish culture, including the Hans Christian 
Anderson museum, a famous castle, the 

capital city of Copenhagen, and a the Aros 
Art Museum.
 Natalie Alfarahan, said her fa-
vorite part of the trip happened at the sec-
ond museum, as “Kristen Spang [another 
BSGE student] made her way into a piece 
of art.” Other kids on the trip gathered 
around with hanging jaws as they watch 
Kristen maneuver into the piece, a plexi-
glass ball with holes throughout. However, 
her frantic attempt 
to get out once she 
learned this was 
not allowed by 
the museum was 
equally entertain-
ing.  
 BSGE stu-
dents had a rare op-
portunity not only 
to learn, but also 
to truly experience 
how another soci-
ety lives. With such 
a different lifestyle 
it is hard to think 
each one of us did 
not take some of 
the values back 

with us. And, perhaps more unexpected, 
was just how much we learned about each 
other, and appreciated the time we had to-
gether.  
 Many students planned to come 
back for vacations and some even were 
interested in coming back to Denmark as 
part of a semester abroad program when 
they get to college.

BSGE Takes On Denmark: 
A Firsthand Account

Jessie Heller ‘11

Students in front of the Koldinghus Castle.
Photo credit: Karina Rhem and Peter Wilson

Want to advertise 
your group or your 
fundraiser? Email 
us at copydesk@
thebaccrag.com



 Every year, BSGE’s 10th 
graders spend months (if  they are 
not procrastinating) planning their 
personal projects. Each project is 
intended to be a piece of work that 
reflects a student’s creativity and his 
or her ability to learn and research 
independently. This year, Amina 
Hadjeb is doing so by starting a girl’s 
volleyball team at BSGE, hoping 
to diversify the sports available at 

BSGE. The goal of Amina’s personal 
project is to start training a group of 
girls in volleyball in hopes to start 
competing against other schools 
by the beginning of next year. The 
volleyball season runs from Sep-
tember to November and she hopes 
that our team will be ready by that 
time to compete. For now, however, 
the team is just doing practices and 
drills in order to learn more about 
the sport and prepare themselves for 

next year. 
 A m i n a 
was inspired to 
make her per-
sonal project 
about forming 
a BSGE  vol-
leyball team by 
her own inter-
est in the sport. 
She has been 
playing for 
about 6 years 
and competes 
outside of 
school in vol-
leyball tourna-

ments. She has played for two dif-
ferent volleyball teams in the past: 
OLMC and Wildcards. Along with 
practicing and competing, Amina 
has also been coaching volleyball for 
the past three years, which has pro-
vided her with experience that will 
help her coach the BSGE team. 
 The team practices twice a 
week, on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
from 5pm to 7 pm at Frank Sinatra 
School of the Arts. BSGE Science 
teacher, Milena Mihalache, has been 
heling out the team as well.  Cur-
rently, our new volleyball team has 
around ten people, each with vary-
ing degrees of familiarity with the 
sport. Some of these members have 
a little bit of experience with play-
ing volleyball, while some have none 
at all. But even though a large per-
centage of them of new to the game, 
Amina is hopeful about the team’s 
future in competitions and other-
wise. She says she hopes that all the 
other players will gain an interest in 
the sport and look forward to play-
ing it as much as she does. 
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 March 18th, 2011 
marked Holi, the spring 
festival for people who 
practice Hinduism. Hin-
duism is the third largest 
religion in the world with 
most of its followers in In-
dia. Holi is celebrated by 
throwing colored powder 
and colored water at each 
other because it also called 
the celebration of the Col-
ors of Unity & Brother-
hood. Some people believe 
that the significance of the 
thrown colors is to break 
the barrier of race and 
gender—to forget all dif-
ferences and celebrate the 
day together. 
 The 18th also 
marked the first celebra-
tion of the holiday at BSGE. 

Neha Mehta ’14, a fresh-
man at our school, took 
it upon herself to bring 
her culture into the BSGE 
building. With permis-
sion from Ms. Johnson, 
Neha brought in 6 bags 
of Holi powder colored 
red, green, pink, yellow, 
and blue. Starting even 
before 1st period, Neha 
went around the school 
to adorn her friends (and 
random people as well) 
with the powder. Having 
made fun messes several 
times throughout the day, 
Neha and a couple of other 
friends were required to 
mop up the 1st and 2nd 
floor. After being told to 
put the powder away by a 
few teachers as not to dis-
rupt classes, the freshmen 

looked forward to the end 
of the school day to re-
ally start their Holi powder 
war. 
 As soon as 2:10 
struck, 9th graders were 
ready in front of the 
school to slam powder into 
their friends and others 
who wanted to take part 
in the celebration. With 
many of the 7th, 8th, 
9th, and 10th graders 
participating, colors were 
flying everywhere, and 
powder was getting thrown 
into faces and hair. The 
celebration made for a real 
party, and “it felt as close to 
India as it could feel. It was 
so much fun,” said Neha.
 Also today, David 
Sy, a former BSGE student 
who moved to Florida, 

came to visit the school. 
During the “Holi war” 
David exclaimed, “Now 
this is a story to bring back 
to Florida!” He surely won’t 
ever forget his visit back 
to NY. Another student, 
Daniel Uvaydov ’14, said, 
“[today] definitely made 
people more aware of the 
different kinds of cultures 
at BSGE.” It truly shows 
the different ethnicities 
and backgrounds that 
our school is not afraid to 
celebrate.
 BSGE’s first 
time celebrating Holi 
definitely made an impact 
on people—whether they 
took part in it or just stood 
back to watch colors fly—
and became a learning 
experience for everyone.

Samantha Calpo ‘14

Bringing Culture To BSGE:
9th Graders Celebrate Holi

“Blue Blood” 
Films by BSGE

 The CBS show Blue Blood filmed right next to 
BSGE in February. Ms. Vanessa Rabines was able to meet 
and take a picture with Donnie Wahlberg, from the band 
New Kids in the Block. Donnie has one of the leading 
roles in the show. 

If  you’ve walked past the art room lately you may have no-
ticed something different. Maybe that it’s full of frantic 11th 
and 12th graders who are painting, ripping cloth, and carv-
ing out clay. The students do not normally work like this but 
the annual IB Art show is coming up and forcing students 
to finish and touch up their art projects to be ready to be 
presented to the BSGE community. The work will be on dis-
play from the April 8-14th in the library.  During that time, 
students will have their work evaluated official IB examin-
ers who will ask the students to discuss their work.  The 
students have been prepared by their teachers, Mr. Steele 
and Mr. McGuire.  All the works of art will be displayed but 
it’s not all fun and games. The art displayed is part of the 
IB exam and students need good marks to receive the IB di-
ploma. Jokingly, Mr. McGuire says he has motivated his stu-
dents with threats of capital punishment and prepared them 
with a lack of sleep.  The whole show should be a Picasso 
worthy success that the BSGE community can be proud of.

Get Your Art Caps On!
by Izzy Lee ‘16

BSGE’S New Volleyball Team
Simran Vazirani ‘11

The volleyball team.



 Congratulations on the college 
acceptances Seniors! As the last letters roll 
in and stress fades away excitement can 
begin to settle in. Finally you get to make 
some decisions rather than wait for deci-
sions. But there is still time, the universal 
enrollment deadline is May 1st. So cele-
brate and then take some time to consider 
all of the factors. 
 The most important thing to keep 
in mind is your own happiness. Happi-
ness won’t necessarily occur at the  nicest, 
cheapest, or highest ranked college. You 
have to be motivated to succeed and this 
wont happen if  you’re unhappy. 
 Go visit the schools that you are 
considering. See if  you can stay overnight 
on campus or sit in on a class. Remember 
that the school you choose will be your 
home for the next four years so check out 
the nearby town, research the whether, 
and picture yourself walking down the 
street. 

 Check out websites that provide 
student reviews. Collegeprowler.com and 
unigo.com are both great sites that have 
a lot of information. The reviews can 
give you a lot of insight. Imagine going to 
school with the people described in and 
writing the posts.
 Be realistic about finances. 
Read all of small text in the financial aid 
packages. Pay attention to the percentage 
of each package that comes from loans 
and make a chart that directly compares 
your options. It may be worth it to pay a 
bit more for a better school. Then again, 
it may not. It all depends on your family’s 
situation, the schools, you, and what you 
want for your future. 
 Discuss it with your parents and 
friends. Be honest about what you want 
and realistic about your options. 
 Have a good time making the 
decision! This is the fun part. Good luck 
seniors. 

Now You Get to Decide

 The most exciting thing about opening those college admissions 
notifications is the end of the wait, the end of the wondering and the end of 
the worrying. And so placing an applicant on the waitlist is probably one of the 
cruelest things the evil admissions officers can do.
 Northeastern University says the “qualities” of waitlisted students 
“closely match those of the students offered admission” but that, because of 
their high number of applicants, are “unable to offer admission to many well-
qualified applicants due to space limitations.” Students will be accepted off 
of the waitlist if  enough accepted students do not enroll and space is, thus, 
available. But nationally less than one-fifth of students on waitlists end up being 
accepted. The following is a list of suggestions for the waitlisted student:

Send in your deposit to the school you want to attend if  you don’t get 
off the waitlist. Chances are this is the school you’ll be attending so 
embrace it. Read about it online, visit, and try to think positively. 9.

Don’t let your parents or alumni call 
on your behalf. Chances are it won’t 
help and you’ll just look foolish. 8.7.Don’t be pushy by sending 

multiple letters or calling 
repeatedly.

Send information 
about anything 
that has recently 

happened that you believe 
will bolster your application 
(higher SAT test scores, awards, 
IB test scores etc.).

6.
Write a letter that is polite, 
professional, and interesting and 
explains why you would like to attend 
that specific school. If  there is no 

other school you’d rather go to (as established 
in step 2) then you should be able to write a 
very personal and passionate letter. 

5.

Get spectacular grades 
for the second semester 
of Senior year.4.

3.Contact admissions and ask to speak to 
someone about your application to better 
understand why you weren’t accepted. Also, 
ask about the waitlist process. Is it ranked? If  
so, where are you on the list? How likely is it 
that you will make it off of the list? 

Decide if  the school is your 
first choice. Is there no school 
that you have been accepted 
to that you would rather go 

to? Only accept the position 
if  your answer is yes (if  it 
isn’t then enjoy the wonderful 
feeling of rejecting a college)

Go out to celebrate with friends 
or family. The hardest part is 
over, it is going to be okay. Hey, 

at least you got waitlisted not flat 
out rejected! This desearves a smile.

1. 2.

What To Do If 
You’re Waitlisted

What? 
Why Didn’t 
I Get In?
 Both the online 
College forums and the 
BSGE cafeteria are buzzing 
with students comparing 
their admissions results in 
a struggle to understand 
them. On Collegeconfiden-
tial.com kshul4444 writes 
that she “got into the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, 
Princeton, Cornell, George-
town, and UVA,” but adds 
that she was “waitlisted 
at Tufts.” Some seniors at 
BSGE have experienced be-
ing rejected or waitlisted at 
schools ranked lower than 
those they were accepted 
into. Other students have 
the impression that stu-
dents with lower grades or 
SATs scores were accepted 
into schools to which they 
were rejected.
 This has been 
dubbed “Tufts Syndrome,” 
after Tufts University, 
which is infamous for re-
jecting students that are 
“overqualified.” This pro-
cess is also called Yield 
Management and is done 
to protect a university’s 
yield (number of accepted 
students that enroll) rate. 
A higher yield rate comes 
with prestige and proves 
that the admissions office 
is doing a good job choos-

ing students. 
Thus, schools 
that recognize 
that they are a 
safety school 
for an applicant 
may be hesitant 
to accept him/
her. 
 In a 
post titled “Col-
leges with ‘Tufts 
Syndrome’” students list 
Northeastern, Skidmore, 
Boston College, George 
Washington, Oberlin, and 
Johns Hopkins among 
many, many other schools. 
Students have also dubbed 
it Washington University 
in St. Louis (WUSTL) Syn-
drome and argue that Tufts 
and WUSTL, which both 
rank highly, do it to avoid 
becoming schools known 
as safety schools for kids 
that want to attend Ivies.
 However, Tufts, 
like most universities, in-
sists that it does no such 
thing. Dan, an admissions 
officer at Tufts, posted “We 
absolutely do not waitlist 
(or deny) applicants be-
cause they are ‘too quali-
fied,’ he added, “There are, 
however, instances where 
an applicant CLEARLY 
lacks any vision of what 
a Tufts education is, and 

would not be interested in 
attending.” Dan and other 
admissions officers insist 
that students need to look 
past the numbers to un-
derstand admissions. Uni-
versities look for students 
that would be a good fit, 
personality and ambitions-
wise, and this isn’t neces-
sarily the students that 
score high on the tests. 
 Other people point 
out that it’s pretty difficult 
to be “overqualified” for 
schools like Tufts and 
WUSTL, where most 
accepted students average 
well into the 700s for each 
section on the SATs. 
 College advisor 
Peter Wilson says that, at 
BSGE, this year’s college 
acceptance results were 
actually lined up well with 
student grades and that 
they actually serve as evi-
dence that Tufts Syndrome 
is a myth. 

“This has been dubbed 
‘Tufts Syndrome,’ af-
ter Tufts University, 

which is infamous for 
rejecting students that 

are ‘overqualified.’” 

How To Deal With 
Being Rejected
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Jolijt Tamanaha ‘11

1. Maintain perspective. It is one setback of 
many to come but it is not the end of the 
world. You are going to be okay. 2.

Stay open to other op-
tions. Instead of dream-
ing about the school you 
didn’t get into, do some 

reasearch about the schools that 
you did get into and get pumped 
about going there.

3. Stay connected with your friends and 
family because they can give you support. 
Do not pull away from people.

4. Don’t regret your grades and choices from earlier in your high school career. 
Everything you decided and did influenced who you are today.

5.
You should realize 
you took a risk 
applying and be 
proud of putting 
yourself out there.

6.
Don’t take it personally. The 
rejection is not a statement 
about who you are because 
the admissions officers 
don’t know you. 7.

Remind 
yourself 
that you’re 
awesome 
anyway.
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What’s the craziest excuse you’ve 
ever heard for missing home-
work?
Someone said their bag was once 
stolen. It’s always the deal with 
the subway basically. They say 
something like, “I left my bag 
on the subway” or “someone 
took my bag and it had all my 
homework in it” that’s usually as 
creative as they get. Usually they 
just kind of look down at the 
ground, at their shoes. 

What grade do you prefer 
teaching?
I like them all, actually. I’m really 
happy with the second year 
french students that I have, and 
I’m very happy with my fourth 
year  students. The problem 
is actually when they become 
sophomores, they become sort of 
jaded. Juniors, they change, and 
by 12th grade they realize it was 
too late and they should’ve wised 
up a lot earlier. So that’s the only 
thing I don’t like. Especially when 
they’re past that Sophomore 
age and they say, I can’t learn 
anymore and I won’t learn 
anymore and whatever. And they 
think they know everything at 
that age. I was the same way at 
that age too. And then I realized I 
didn’t know anything.

What do you like/dislike most 
about yourself?
I’ll just start with dislike; I’m 
not really a positive person. I 
wish I were better organized. I 
would like to be taller, I’m quite 
small, so that would be nice. I 
don’t like the fact that I’m not 
as good at sports as I’d like to 
be. I like that I’m a good cook, 
a very good cook! I play guitar, 
I make my own songs. I have a 
lot of interests including natural 
history, I’m a big dinosaur fan. I 
like to explore, collect fossils. I’m 
good at pottery. 

What’s your favorite dish?
A last meal would be seared foie 

gras on a pomegranate and wild 
berry reduction. That is awe-
some. I know, it’s one of life’s 
guilty pleasures. Once you eat 
that you don’t really care how 
much Donald or Daffy ate; that’s 
how good it is.

What are you most scared of and 
why?
Those huge flying cockroaches, 
like those big water bugs that can 
fly? I was typing an email in bed, 
and the lights were really dim and 
one of them ran right across my 
laptop. I was screaming like an 
eleven year old schoolgirl! It was 
right in the bedroom too, I don’t 
know where it came from either. 
I think a window was open or 
something like that. It was flying 
around, and it was pretty scary. 
It was after midnight.

What’s your favorite season?
SPRING! Because the fashion is 
so awesome. I like wearing light, 
pastel colors under a dark jacket. 
I just can’t wait. 
I have this really 
cool jacket that I 
can’t wear it in 
the wintertime 
but I can wear 
it during Spring. 
I have this awe-
some scarf that 
goes with it. 
That, and fall. 
But winter? 
Coming from 
Chicago, it gets 
twenty bellow 
zero. That’s in 
Fahrenheit. And 
in the summer 
it’s very hot. So 
I like the in be-
tween.      

Have you ever 
run away from 
home?
Yeah, I was gone 
for about fifteen 
minutes. I was at 
the park saying 

‘Oh, I hate my parents’ but then I 
came home because I got hungry 
and realized dinner would be up 
soon.

Is there a specific thing that 
makes you happy or angry im-
mediately?
Yes, students who don’t follow 
instructions and grading gets me 
very angry. Also, students who 
speak English in class. Traveling 
and having dinner with my wife 
are things that make me happy. 

Have you ever gone on an 
adventure?
Yes, I hitchhiked once across the 
Belgium-Luxembourg border. 
I ended up in some forest and 
crossed through and took a train. 
I was trying to get from Luxem-
bourg from Belgium when I was 
a student. I took a train, then at 
the last stop I got off and hitch-
hiked. Then I just said, “let me 
off here” and I crossed through 
a forest and just ended up in the 

city. I didn’t know where I was 
going sleep or anything, but I 
got a room in a youth hostel. It 
was all in French, no English in-
volved. It was amazing. The other 
time was hitchhiking to Ostend 
Beach, which is in the North part 
of Belgium, close to the English 
border. That was an adventure 
and a half, I went up with friends 
at this beach house who had all 
gotten there separately.

What class have you ever failed?
There was only one class that I’ve 
ever failed: French. The teacher 
said that I would never, ever, ever 
be able to learn French. I was her 
worst student. That was tenth 
grade, then I quit French. Then I 
went to Belgium and I stayed with 
a host family for eight weeks, 
and  promised myself I would 
only speak French. I went skate-
boarding, had girlfriends, joined 
a rock band. I did just about ev-
erything. Then I came back and 
started taking it at University 

and got straight A’s. In my third 
year I studied abroad in Brussels. 
I lived on my own and played 
guitar on the street for money, 
taking exams and studying with 
all these University students- no 
English, except for one class I was 
obligated to take in my program 
with the other Americans. Then 
I worked two and half years at 
a French company in Chicago, 
and quit because I got accepted 
to NYU at the Institute of French 
Studies. It was through an old 
classmate that I actually found 
out about this place. I actually 
trained as a History teacher and 
got a double certification.

Where do you imagine yourself 
in ten years?
I really don’t know. I don’t like to 
think about the future because 
once you get there you just be-
come disappointed. I just like 
to think about where I am now. 
You should always be looking up. 
Hopefully I’ll have kids.

Teacher of the Month: 
Mr. Rajiv Mahajan

Michelle Natachio ‘15

Date     Location      Opponent
Softball Schedule

Joanna Choinska coming home.
Photo Credit: Jolijt Tamanaha



 Every year BSGE’s tenth graders spend the majority of the year 
working on personal projects. The topic of these projects can be anything from an 
experiment about cat food to a pamphlet on the physics of baseball. The only real 
requirement is that it be personal. Each student is also assigned an advisor that they 
work with throughout the year. Here are a few of the interesting projects that were 
created this year:
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Interesting Peronal 
Projects

Neha Mehta ‘14

Amela Muminovic
Q: What was your project based around?
A: It’s based on haute couture fashion.
Q: Why did you choose to do this project? What inspired you?
A: I have been into fashion since I was a little girl and it was always my scapegoat to 
problems.
Q: When did you start and what was your process?
A: I starting creating the actual dress a week before it was due but I thought about 
the actual design and made notes of them 3 months prior creating the dress which is 
pretty much the process.  
Q: How did the personal project work affect your school work?
A: Since I had prior experience with fashion it all flowed smoothly which didn’t have 
an impact on my school work
Q: How did the dress come out? Successful or not?
A: I was very proud of myself and it came out extremely successful due to the fact it 
was made entirely of recycled materials.
Q: What advice do you have to the current 9th grade?
A:  If  you’re the type of student that tends to procrastinate then at least start planning 
everything early so when it comes time to do the product you’ll know what you’re 
doing and a lot of time will be saved which means no huge impact on school work.
Mohammed Amin
Q: What was your project based around?
A: My personal project was about the science of fear.  
Q: Why did you choose to do this project? What inspired you?
A: I’m really interested in the human brain’s functions and human nature.  So far, I have 
a powerpoint with 15-16 slides but my final product is going to be an informational 
pamphlet of some sort, which I plan to hand out.  
Q: When did you start and what was your process?
A: September, my advisor made me.  
Q: How did the personal project work affect your school work?
A: Its just the thought of having a completely different project aside from school work 
that gets so frustrating. Personal Project took up a lot of my time before during the 
research stage,
especially the constant worry about going to the library, finding appropriate sources
and then meeting with your supervisor and all that. However, now its less work be-
cause I basically completed all my research and now I just have to finish my state-
ment.
Q: What advice do you have for the current 9th grade?
A: You guys should definitely keep up with your process journals, because making up 
50 logs the week before is going to be really tough. Also, meet with your supervisor 
whenever you can because they are the people who will ultimately grade you on your 
work and the effort you put in. If  you don’t meet with them, they’ll know you don’t 
really care.

Nathanael Farciert
Q: What was your personal project based around?
A: It was based on mathematical patters in nature.  
Q: Why did you chose to do this project?  What inspired you?
A: I chose this because of the general ignorance towards mathematics, and my interest 
in math.
Q: When did you start and what was your process?
I started last April and I changed my subject from astronomy to math.
I did my research from September to December, and my creation process was in 
between.  The link is mathematicalpatterns.org.
Q: Were you happy with your final product?
A: I’m fairly happy with it right now but I’m still working on it.
Q: How did the personal project work affect your school work?
A: It didn’t really affect my school-work but just added a lot of stress.
Q: What’s your advice to the current ninth grade class?
A: My advice is to spend time weekly working on  it and choose something you really 
like.
Dana Cholakova

Q: What was your personal project based around?
A: It’s about dance in different communities and how it came to be. It’s basically 
focused on social dancing in America and I researched a lot of styles of dance.  Then I 
made my own dance combining 4 styles.
Q: Why did you chose to do this project?  What inspired you?
A: Well, I love dancing and I just needed something that would keep being interesting 
to me throughout the year.  If  you get bored it’s no good. Also my friend Merlina who 
I dance a lot with, was a great inspiration.
Q: When did you start and what was your process?
A: I started kind of late actually, kind of waited till the last minute. I researched a lot 
and all my journal entries are basically research and me trying to focus on something, 
which is what lead me to my product- the dance. Initially I didn’t know where I was 
going with my project but it all worked out.
Q: How did the personal project work affect your school work?
A: I had to pull a lot of all nighters, but it taught me a lot about time management!
Q: What advice do you have to the current ninth graders?
A: Don’t wait till the last minute and make sure that you are clear when deadlines are 
due. Also, choosing a supervisor that you like could help a lot.

The Egyptian revolution, although thou-
sand of miles away hit close to home for 
the many Egyptian students at BSGE. For 
some the Egyptian revolution was person-
al.  The protest in Egypt not only affected 
the BSGE student body but also the United 
States as a whole.  Many Egyptians across 
the nation and at the BSGE student body 
found it fit to protest against the Mubarak 
regime.  With some 1million Egyptians in 
America and as many as 20,000 the up-
risings in Egypt truly hit close to home. 
 Many of the Egyptians at BSGE 
were personally affected by the uprisings 
that took place in Egypt. Having countless 
relatives in a country in a state of turmoil 
and unrest can bring uncertainty to the 
well being of family members for many 
Egyptian American students.  Many Egyp-
tian students at BSGE had many family 
members in Egypt while the protests and 
turmoil took place. For some the unrest 
in Egypt brought injuries to family mem-
bers overseas. This was the case for 12th 
grader Mohammed Elmarakbi who said, 
“Everyone protested against Mubarak, 
no one liked him. So I had a lot of family 
members go to the protests and some got 
injured. However everyone is doing well 
now.” Some Egyptian students at BSGE 
went to numerous protests throughout 
the New York City to do their part in sup-
porting the reforms in Egypt. 11th grader 
Esmaeel El Sayed was one such individual 
and when asked to comment about his 
personal responsibility as an Egyptian-
American he said,” Me and my father 
went to all the protests throughout the 
city. We did all we could to aid the revo-
lution effort that is going on in Egypt.”  
 The protests and uprisings in 
Egypt were due to an social and econom-
ic problems that had plagued the country 
for some time and the country’s near dic-
tatorial leader President Hosni Mubarak’s 
thirty year reign merely added on to the 
burden and the general anger of the pub-
lic. Finally on January 25th, 2011 pro-
tests grappled with the Mubarak Regime 
lasting for some 18 day until power was 
turned over to the military and Muba-
rak resigned. Some 300 individuals were 
killed and thousands injured between 
pro-Mubarak and anti-Mubarak clashes. 
Nevertheless the bloodshed in the Egyp-
tian revolution has brought potentially 
brighter days to the future for the Egyp-
tian people. 
 Currently Egypt is in a state of po-
litical reform after President Hosni Muba-
rak’s resignation.  In terms of Egypt’s po-

litical future 
it’s merely 
days away; 
on March 
19, 2011 
the first 
open refer-
endum in 
thirty years 
thatdecided 
that ten new 
a m e n d -
ments would 
be added 
to the con-
stitution to 
promote reform. Not all of the Egyptians 
students at BSGE are very hopeful for the 
reforms that are coming ahead. This was 
the case for 11th grader Esmaeel who 
said, “For the reforms that are to come 
ahead I am hopeful but skeptical that a 
{leader} like Hosni Mubarak will gain 
office again. But I mean the Egyptian 
people have a chance to deicide their 
fate.” Other individuals such as BSGE se-
nior Mohammed Elmarakbi were more 
optimistic about the arduous processes 
of reform that lay. “Now that the global 
community and even the Egyptian com-
munity have seen the power of the Egyp-
tian people no other leader to come will 
abuse his power like Hosni Mubarak did. 
He ruled for thirty years and they took 
him out in 18 days,” said 12th grader 
Mohammed Elmarakbi.
 The revolution has also stirred 
a great deal of pride in many Egyptians 
worldwide. The Egyptian identity has 
been revived through the revolution as 
many Egyptians at BSGE are proud of the 
revolution but more specifically they are 
proud of being Egyptian. One such stu-
dent is 9th grader Kareem Elnaggar who 
said,” Right now I fell really proud to be 
an Egyptian. The protest really shows 
what we, as Egyptians are capable of. I 
attended one protest myself and there 
was this unity among the people. For my 
people to be able to accomplish some-
thing like this really makes me proud.” 
This was a similar feeling for Egyptians 
across the school and across the world. 
 Most Egyptian students at BSGE 
are planning to visiti Egypt sometime this 
summer and are hopeful for the days 
that are to come ahead for this country. 
One thing for sure is the fact that most 
are happy with the fall of the Mubarak 
regime and there are brighter maybe dif-
ficult days lay ahead for this newfound 
country.

Egypt Conflict 
Hits Close to 
Home

Sebastian Ali ‘14

The BSGE PTA donated $10,000 toward the purchase of 12 new iMacs. 3 new were 
placed in the Art room and 9 were placed in the library.   

“...I had 
a lot of 
family 

members 
go to the 
protests 

and 
some got 
injured.”
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BSGE’S Babies
Ms. Niki Singh’s Babies:
Name:Theo Odysseus and Ela Liya
Age: 5 years old and 1 year old
Birthday: February 28, 2006 and November 
13, 2009
School: French school
Thoughts :
Niki thought that being a parent would be 
all about having family bike rides in Italy in 
the summer but she never imagined the rest 
of the problems. She says “Maybe we will all 
ride bikes someday.” Niki says that her spe-
cial moments with her baby are mainly about 
those hundreds of little moments. It seems that 
these days it is all about the sibling connec-
tion. One moment with Ela was when she was 
screaming in the crib on evening while Niki 
was in the middle of something. And then Ela 
stopped. Niki had walked in and found out 
that her oldest son Theo was singing the song 
that Niki usually sings to Ela when she is upset. 
Theo had calmed Ela down and was a surprise 
to Niki. Niki had recently been talking to Ms. 
Johnson about the school, saying, “I wished 
that BSGE took younger kids. I would be very 
happy to have my kids be part of the thinking, 
caring, playful, informal, diverse communitiy 
of BSGE.”

Theo Odysseus and Ela Liya

Mr. Mark Wolov’s Babies
Name: Nathan and Maggie
Age: 2 years and 7 months
Thoughts:
He said that being a parent is both the hardest thing that he has 
ever done but has also changed his life. He also mentions that the 
best moment with both his kids is, “ The moment they were born, 
for both of them!” For the first week he says that it 
wasn’t as hard because he and his wife had a lot of 
energy from the adrenaline, and they had help from 
family. Once the family had left it began to get difficult.  

Above: Maggie Wolov, Right: Nathan Wolov

Mr. Shantanu Saha’s Baby (No picture)
Name: Sanjit
Age: 3 months
Birthday: January 3, 2011
Thoughts:
He had already expected parenting to be the way it is now. Though his son is very young, to have a really close mo-
ment with him he says that “the first time I held him was my special moment.” Though Sanjit doesn’t live too close 
to BSGE, Shantanu said that he would like to have his son attend a school that is just like our school. He said that it 
wasn’t hard being with the baby for the first week but the 
idea of having to leave him and go work again was hard.

Information collected by Angie Valladares ‘14

The Buzz
If you could travel to any time 
period, which time period would 
you go to and why?

Lenny Gonzalez: I would go to the future because I 
don’t know what to expect.

Lina Rahmani (right): I like the 90s because the 
cartoons were better and streets were safer.

Emily LuShing: I would go to the future. We have 
new technology everyday and I want to see what 
technology they would have then.

Richie Pineda: 1985 because I like the 80s clothes, 
hair, and especially the metal. Plus, it was when one 
of my favorite bands were going on a nation tour.

Emily Davis: The 60s so that I can see the Beatles 
in concert

Photo Credit: Marjorie Balaguer

12 of the 16 students accepted to 
Specialized High Schools chose to 
leave BSGE and go to the schools 
that they had been working hard 
to get into. 4 of the 12 students ac-
cepted to the specialized schools 
are going to Stuyvesant, 3 are go-
ing to LaGuardia, 3 are going to 
Bronx Science, 1 is going to Bard 
High School and 1 student is go-
ing to the High School of Science, 
Mathematics and Engineering at 
City College.
 But the total number of 
students leaving the BSGE 8th 
grade is still unknown because 
soon, on March 31st, students who 
did not apply or did not get accept-
ed to specialized high schools will 
recieve their letters back from high 
schools that are not on the list of 
“specialized schools,” such as Bea-
con High School, the Frank Sinatra 
School of the Arts, among others.
 Reasons why students that 
had been accepted into a special-
ized high school but decided to 
stay in BSGE were that either they 

weren’t satisfied with the school 
they were accepted into or that 
they preferred staying at BSGE be-
cause of their friends, teachers, the 
school atmosphere, or just that they 
realized that they love this school. 
“I wanted to stay in BSGE instead 
because the classes are smaller so 
it means that there is more person-
alized attention to each student”, 
says Beverlee Chin, an 8th grader 
who decided to stay at BSGE rather 
than go to a specialized school.
 But that Friday, February 
11th, was not a happy day for ev-
eryone. Some BSGE students who 
had decided previously to stay at 
BSGE were having second thoughts 
about whether they really wanted 
to stay. Some were feeling a bit blue 
because close friends were going to 
leave to different schools. “I was 
crying for an hour after all my 
friends had recieved their letters 
and were all going to Bronx Sci-
ence and LaGuardia, I thought that 
I would be all alone for my BSGE 
high school years!” says Katherine 
Tieu, an upset 8th grader.

 It was a bittersweet day 
even for the students who were 
accepted into their dream high 
schools. Many felt nervous about 
going to a new school and having 
to make new friends, and many 
were a little bit sad to leave BSGE 
for some things they were going to 
miss. “I’m going to miss how every-
one’s so close. It’s going to be really 
really different. I’m also going to 
miss the bathrooms, they’re really 
nice in comparison to LaGuardia’s, 
which are gross”, says Michelle 
Natanzon, who was accepted for 
Visual Arts.
 Usually about a third of 
the 8th grade leaves to go to differ-
ent high schools every year wheth-
er for art schools, “smart” schools, 
religious schools or simply moving 
to different places. Says 8th grader 
Steven Becker, “Yeah, I’m pretty 
sad about my friends leaving the 
school but I’m also excited about 
the new faces I’ll see next year and 
I’m sure I’m going to make a lot of 
new friends.”

SHSAT Results
Continued from page 3
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New Cartoon Series:
It’s A Small World

by Mahaut Brooks ‘16

Some Freedom With 
Substance

So the flip stick x-ray
was the best thing all day.
Have a time cap space bar
with your hair net bumper car.
Treat your best friend’s mom’s 
cat
to a spa day, all that.
Eat a tired pear spearmint,
clean the dishwasher rice lint.

I’m talking, 
white top ear lobe
and a ski slope snow globe.
I mean a dark brown round 
cake
with a no name mistake.
Take your best last jump rope 
and that long-ass ski slope,
run down a licorice cheese 
race
take up all the best bar space.
Sip that man’s last freedom
with a little bit of substance. 
- Sarah Diaz
Now is Good Too

Take it slow,
take it easy,
Take it one, two, three
Figure it out
then ignore what you know
and just go

Catepillars with finger paint 
dots aren’t butterflies

Stay warm,
stay open,
Stay here, now, present
Figure it out
then ignore what you know
and just go 

Growing up only means
paying more for movie tickets

 O n 
M a r c h 
14, Ms 
Hernan-

dez and Ms Lambrini’s Math students in 7 
and 8 grade celebrated Pi day. This day is 
known as Pi day because of the first three 
digits of Pi, the ratio of a circle’s circum-
ference to its diameter, are 3.14.  Some 
people mistakenly think the day is a cel-
ebration of pie not of a math constant.  It 
turns out that March 14th is also Albert 
Einstein’s birthday, a further cause for 
celebration. Students brought in chips, 
cookies, munchkins, soda and juice, and 

of course, pie to celebrate the occasions. 
Students prepared projects in their groups 
such as plays, poems, the History of Pi, 
and a presentation on Albert Einstein. 
Students also memorized Pi to at least 30 
digits (Pi is an infinite series of numbers), 
read a book called “Dragon of Pi,” played 
a Pi trivia game, and performed the Buffon 
experiment.  A Buffon experiment is when 
you use a bunch of needles and draw 5 
lines.  If  you drop the needle on the table, 
you will find that one of two things hap-
pens: (1) The needle crosses or touches 
one of the lines, or (2) the needle crosses 
no lines. The idea now is to keep dropping 

this needle over and over on the table, and 
to record the statistics. Namely, we want 
to keep track of both the 
total number of times that 
the needle is randomly 
dropped on the table (call 
this N), and the number 
of times that it crosses a 
line (call this C). If  you 
keep dropping the needle, 
eventually you will find 
that the number 2N/C 
approaches the value of 
pi! Ms. Hernandez said, “I 
basically liked all of them 

[the projects and activities]!”
No, It’s Not That Kind of Pie
Winifred Shen ‘16, Rakia 
Islam ‘16, and Silvia Cam-

pos ‘16.
Students on Pi Day.  Photo Cred. Ms Hernandez
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Another Ultimate BSGE Crossword

Across 
3. Exam taken early in 10th and 11th grade 
4. BSGE music teacher 
7. College counselor 
8. Financial aid form, abbr. 
9. BSGE’s new step team 
10. BSGE’s tallest math teacher 
11. First name of BSGE Chinese teacher 
13. Information Technology in a ______ society 
16. Recently engaged teacher 
17. Rhymes with mardi 
18. BSGE basketball coach 
20. Disease that has plagues BSGE seniors 
23. BSGE’s most successful event 
27. Destination of annual foreign exchange trip 
28. One of BSGE’s official colors 
29. Resort senior trip took place at 
30. Guidance counselor’s last name 
34. Former 10th grade English teacher 
35. Abbreviated as CAS 
36. First name of BSGE’s French teacher 
38. BSGE’s official buzz 

Down 
1. IB requirement: Theory of _______ 
2. Girl’s basketball team 
5. IA or______assessment 
6. Rhymes with yuval 
12. IB coordinator 
14. BSGE mascot 
15. 10th graders used to receive this diploma, abbr. 
16. Juniors hosted a _____ _____ party 
17. 10th grade requirement 
18. Helping hands helped collect this from BSGE students 
19. Room with most reliable printer 
21. ibo.___

22. BSGE 9th grade science class 
24.  ¬¬¬¬¬¬___________ Tambouratzi 
25. 9th graders took field trip to do this in 
February 
26. Old chancellor 
31. IB Requirement due in October of senior 
year 
32. Former physics teacher 
33. Principal’s first name 
37. Financial aid form, abbr. 
38. Collected from BSGE students last 
February

Sudoku
From www.websudoku.com

 On February 
27th, 37.6 million 
viewers tuned in for the 
83rd annual Academy 
Awards. The Oscars 
were hosted by Anne 
Hathaway and James 
Franco, a clear attempt to 
attract younger viewers. 
They spoofed the whole 
self-seriousness of 
the whole ceremony 
in their promos and 
opening number, which 
was refreshing in 
comparison to the usual 
perfectly professional 
attires and attitudes of 
previous hosts. 
 The King’s 
Speech won the most 
acclaimed prize: Best 
Picture. This was 
a predictable win. 
The academy has a 
reputation for picking 
period dramas such 
as Titanic, Braveheart 
and Gladiator. The 
film starring,  Helena 
Bonham Carter and 
Colin Firth (who won 

an award for Best 
Leading Actor) is an 
inspirational true story 
of King George VI of 
England’s battle with 
his speech impediment. 
Although the movie 
was heartwarming 
and featured some 
impressive acting, it 
was much slower-
paced, with no action 
in comparison to 
Inception. The film was 
far less provocative than 
Black Swan, and had far 
less relation to today’s 
youth compared to The 
Social Network. But 
then again, you can’t 
please everyone.
 In other 
categories, major 
wins included Natalie 
Portman in Black Swan 
as Actress in a Leading 
Role, Toy Story 3 for 
Animated Feature Film, 
and Alice in Wonderland 
for Costume Design.
 My Oscar’s 
pick for best picture 
was Inception, because 

it made me think for a 
long time afterwards. I 
even went back to see 
it a second time. The 
cinematography was 
astounding and kept 
me watching until the 
last second. The film 
incorporated romance, 
action, and the mind-
blowing topic of 
dreams and how they 
work with a sort of sci-
fi element. The music 
was emotional and 
was composed for the 
movie perfectly. This 
is why I think it was 
an outrage that it lost 
original score to The 
Social Network, whose 
soundtrack wasn’t very 
memorable and that the 
movie deserved the wins 
for cinematography, 
visual effects, sound 
mixing and sound 
editing. The only issue 
was that the plot was 
somewhat complicated 
and confusing, but 
then again, it keeps you 
thinking. 

The Oscars
Michelle Natachio 

‘15


