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 In this year’s se-
nior class, three students, 
Matthew Grey, Karina 
Rhem, and Oliver Ponce 
have been granted the 
elite Posse Scholarship. 
The scholarship covers all 
four years of tuition. For 
Matthew Grey, who will 
attending Babson College, 
that is over $156,000. Kar-
ina Rhem will be attend-
ing University of Southern 
California and receiving 
over $164,000 and Oliver 
Ponce—who was accepted 
to Colby College—is re-
ceiving about $204,000. 
 “I went crazy. I 
was shaking, crying, yell-
ing and laughing,” Karina 
says about the moment she 
found out that she was ac-
cepted. “The first person I 
called was my mom,” said 
Matthew Grey.
 In 2009, the 

scholarship was granted 
to only about 4.7% of the 
over 9,000 nominees na-
tionwide. Students must 
go through a rigorous ad-
missions process that is 
designed to find students 
“who might have been 
missed by traditional ad-
missions criteria, but who 
can excel at selective col-
leges and universities.” 
 It begins by being 
nominated. BSGE college 
counselor Peter Wilson.  
He nominated all of this 
year’s candidates but it is 
also possible to be nomi-
nated through a commu-
nity organization. After 
being nominated, students 
go into first rounds, which 
is a large, group inter-
view with over 100 other 
students and ends with a 
quick essay. The students 
engage in different activi-
ties that force engagement 
and test leadership skills. 

The group of candidates is 
then cut in half. 
 The remaining 
half move onto second 
rounds, which is an in-
terview with two Posse 
staff members. Prior to the 
interview students must 
also write an essay. Karina 
thought the personal in-
terview was “not very in-
timidating and very open.” 
Students who are still in 
the running after the inter-
view are considered final-
ists and must apply to the 
school of their choice as an 
early decision candidate. 
Then, they are interviewed 
by the dean of admissions 
of the school and a group 
of Posse directors. Shortly 
afterward, they are in-
formed of the school and 
Posse’s decision.
Sarina Strohl, of BSGE’s 
class of 2010, is one of 
many BSGE students cur-
rently attending college 

under the Posse program. 
She speaks affectionately 
of her Posse group mem-
bers, describing them as 
a great “support system” 
but warns that she doesn’t 
think every Posse works 
as well as her’s. “Posse is 
not for everyone,” she says 
but adds that orientation 
at Colby was significantly 
easier because she already 
knew 9 people well. 
 The Posse model 
seems to work. Over 90% 
of Posse scholars graduate 
from college. After being 
accepted, students meet 
with their “posse” of 9 oth-
er students throughout se-
nior year. Then, once they 
start school they are also 
required to meet weekly 
and attend certain events 
and activities together. The 
program started in 1989 
because someone said, “I 
never would have dropped 
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Full College Scholarships 
for Some BSGE Students

Students dancing at the “So-So Fresh” party organized by the Junior Council. 
Photo credit: Alicia Saleh

Obama Proposes 
Shorter Summer 
Vacations

In 
This 
Issue:

JOLIJT 
TAMANAHA ‘11

 The Obama ad-
ministration proposed a 
plan on September 27th, 
2010 about an extended 
school year in order to 
raise student achievement, 
which raised much con-
troversy among to adults 
and kids alike.  The plan 
would extend the school 
year by a month, decreas-
ing the length of summer 
vacation.  When this idea 
was proposed, many is-
sues were brought up that 
both supported and went 
against it, one of the prime 
issues being the econo-
my.  It is well known that 
America is in an economic 
recession and our funds 
are being cut.  Some peo-
ple believe that if  we were 
to pass such a plan, more 
governments funds would 

be spent rather then saved 
because, teachers and ad-
ministrators would have to 
be paid an extra month’s 
salary. In addition, money 
would be needed to keep 
the school open for things 
such as electricity (air-
conditioning, lights, etc.)  
 Another concern 
the plan raised was the 
potential damage it could 
inflict upon the tourism 
industry.  During the sum-
mer time or break families 
spend money to go on vaca-
tions both in and out of the 
United States.  Therefore, 
tourist and recreational 
industries would suffer if  
the school year were to be 
extended.  People would 
not spend as much money 
travelling or going to as 
amusement parks because 
they would be stuck in 
school.  When asked for his 

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14 
AND NEHA MEHTA ‘14

Continued on page 8 Continued on page 7

BSGE Girls Basketball:
Lady Sting

07
Wins Losses

BSGE Boys Basketball:
Sting

40
Wins Losses

Lady Sting’s Next 
Games: 
12/21/2010- HS For Con-
struction
1/10/2011= Queens Voca-
tional Tec. 
1/11/2011- Newcomers
1/13/2011- Academy of 
American Studies
1/18/2011- Information 
Technology HS
1/20/10011- Queens Voc.

Sting’s Next Games:
12/22/2010= Informa-
tion Technology HS
1/5/2011- Academy of 
American Studies
1/7/2011- Queens 
Vocational Studies
1/10/2011- Frank 
Sinatra of the Arts
1/12/2011- HS of 
Applied Communica-
tion

BSGE Gets 
Graded
on page 3

Recap of 
Lounge 
Night 
on page 5
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 Over the summer vacation, 
BSGE students were asked to par-
ticipate in the New York Times Sum-
mer Reading Challenge. They had to 
choose an article column, blog post, 
photo, graphic, video or podcast on 
the New York Times website or news-
paper that interested them and post a 
comment (400 words or less) about 
why they chose that article. Many 
BSGE students participated in the 
challenge, and even a few were sin-
gled out as favorites. During the 13th 
week of the Challenge, The New York 
Time’s Learning Network blog posted 
“We received hundreds of entries, in-
cluding many posts that came, judg-
ing from signature appendices like 
‘JCHS’ and ‘BSGE2014’ and ‘Ms.B_
Crvr,’ from a handful of schools.” Al-
yssa Alvarado, Adela Goldsmith and 
Lydia Stetson from 8th grade, Noreen 
Calin, from 11th grade, and Olivia 
Myszkowski, and Arafat Chowdhury 
from the 12th grade were among the 
favorited writers featured on the New 
York Times website. (Quote from Ms. 
Johnson about how she’s so proud of 
her students here)
    Alyssa Alvarado from the 8th grade 
was favorited in the 12th week from 
her comment on the article “India 
Asks, Should Food Be A Right?” by 
Jim Yardley. She wrote about how 
India was suffering from hunger and 
poverty. She compared how food and 
an education are considered a right 
in America, while in impoverished 
countries they are luxuries. The 
Learning Network Blog on the New 
York Times commented,“Whew! As 
you can see, there was quite a lot of 
competition! But ultimately, with B. 
J.’s help, we chose the comment by 
Alyssa-BSGE2014 about an article 

on widespread hunger in India. As 
he put it, the comment is “mature, 
thoughtful and empathetic,” Simi-
larly, Lydia Stetson’15 earned an 
mention for her post on an article 
about he Indian government trying 
to reduce birth rates and showing a 
real world view and sense of values. 
Congrats, Alyssa!”
    Most BSGE students were com-
pletely surprised when they had been 
mentioned in the NY Times Learning 
Network Blog. “ It was kind of like ’I 
have to do this, and I don’t think I’m 
going to get picked at all,’ says Alyssa,  
“So I was really surprised when I saw 
my name.” An 8th grader who re-
ceived honorable mention was Adela 
Goldsmith, who wrote about how the 
new Poptarts would be opening up in 
Times Square. For Adela, the win was 
a complete surprise “I didn’t actually 
find out until Mr. Lakhaney stopped 
me in the hallway and said, ‘Nice ar-
ticle.’ ” Lydia slammed the market-
ability of the so-called tourist trap. 
The New York Times  praised her 
post saying that she “went sour – ar-
ticulately – on Pop-Tarts World”
    Arafat Chowdhury’12 “analyzed 
the meaning of “search” and applied 
it to the Fourth Amendment and its 
implications on GPS surveillance 
cases” according to NYT in his post. 
He questioned whether or not certain 
surveillance systems used by cops to 
search suspects is against an Ameri-
can’s fourth amendment right, one 
that prohibits unreasonable searches. 
He proposed a few solutions to this 
issue as well as analyzing the defini-
tion of being searched and whether 

or not it applies in a situation in 
which GPS surveillance is being used 
to track a suspect. When asked about 
whether he was surprised to get cho-
sen or not, he replied “when I saw my 
name I was like, ‘Yay! I made it!’’.
    Other Seniors that participated in 
the NY Times Summer Reading Chal-
lenge were Olivia Myszkowski and 
Noreen Calin. While Olivia wrote a 
response about how Facebook, Twit-
ter and other social networks have 
been changing the way people things 
about the world. People see their sta-
tuses as certain things to make an 
image of  themselves and only think 
about how people will respond and 
react to it. “Olivia-ITGS wrote about 
how the desire to post interesting sta-
tus updates and profile photos on the 
likes of Facebook drives people to do 
things they wouldn’t otherwise do”. 
Noreen Calin wrote about how new 
technology is taking away the expe-
rience from college life because of 
social networks and compatibility 
matches for your college room mate. 
“Noreen_BSGE who weighed the 
pros and cons of online roommate 
‘matching’ for college students”.
    If  you want to read these articles 
you can find them on the NYTIMES 
website in the Education section if  
you search “NY Times Summer Read-
ing Challenge”. Mr. Lakhaney’s re-
sponse to so many BSGE students be-
ing highlighted in the NY Times blog, 
he says “I think that it’s great that 
students are reading and responding 
to news stories in a very highly intel-
lectual way.   I think it’s really great. 
For reals.”

Students Published in the 
New York Times

LYDIA STETSON ‘15 AND 
MICHELLE NATANZON ‘15

Letters To the Editor
Looking Into the Future
 An article I think was very interesting is “I 
Survived! Advice from a Senior.” I found that it was re-
ally helpful because it is describing what school will be 
like in 11th grade. Even though the article isn’t really 
addressed to my grade, it’s good to find out what school 
will be like in the future.
 I think that this newspaper should have more 
articles addressed to the lower grades. A lot of articles 
talk about graduation and college but that doesn’t really 
apply to me. It would make the newspaper more interest-
ing to read for me.
 I think the newspaper should include more 
news, maybe some reviews. Also, because some people are 
visual learners, pictures would be helpful.

A Different Opinion
 One article I found very interesting was “Do-
ing a Gap Year.” I found it interesting because teenag-
ers should not take off a year before going to college 
because it will affect their studies. I did like how this 
article was presented, but teens should know better than 
to take time off from school.
 I think that in this newspaper, there should 
be more pictures. By having more pictures, I think that 
more people would be intrigued to read the articles. I 
love to read articles with pictures so I can have an image 
of the events. Some people only read articles that look 
interesting. Adding pictures to an article will attract 
viewers.
 I think that the newspaper should have more 
tips and tricks for 7th grader to get through the year. It 
would help a lot. Yummy Food

 The article, “Behind the Metal Counter,” is a 
very interesting piece. It is very true and I can relate 
to this. When I first came to this school as a seventh 
grader, I thought, “Is this place clean?” “Is the food 
nice?” “How is the whole crew?” I have read the article, 
and I felt it answered my questions. I would have pizza 
and fried for the first months of school, but as I got to 
know the cafeteria, I got a little more comfortable with 
the food. I thought this article was great  and I hope you 
guys come out with more stuff like it. - Akib Rahman

Funny Tips
 I really liked the newspaper articles. One of my 
favorite ones was “10 Tips for New Bees.” I can relate to 
this article because, well, I’m a new bee myself. It’s very 
funny and it gave me advice as to what to do and what 
not to do. (Although, I know that I never planned on 
doing any of those things except for number 10.) I liked 
that it was both serious  and funny, and it was helpful. 
Overall, all I have to say is keep up the good work. Also, 
thanks for the Sudoku, it really kept me occupied.
- Rakia Islam

Finding Bed Bugs
 An article I found interesting was the article 
about bed bugs attacking Abercrombie & Fitch and 
Hollister. I was intrigued to discover this. My question 
to you is, do you know which specific locations were 
infested? Have they taken care of the problem yet? My 
comment on the article is that I would probably still 
shop at these stores if  they were disinfected and at the 
present time shop online. Apart from this, the whole 
newspaper was great. Good job.
- Izzy Lee
Letter Back 
Izzy,
Thank you for your interest! We’re glad you enjoy the 
newspaper. You can find out where bed bugs have been 
spotted at: http://bedbugregistry.com/. Happy holidays 
and don’t let the bed bugs bite!

Have an opinion and want it published? Email us at: 

copydesk@thebaccrag.com

The Bacc Rag Welcomes 
the following 7th graders 

to our staff:
RAKIA ISLAM, ZOE 
PALMINTERI,  ER-

GISA XHUVELI, IZZY 
LEE, HANAKO MONT-

GOMERY, KAYLA 
LANG, 

WINIFRED SHEN
 INARRA SORATHIYA



Every year, 8th graders are faced 
with New York City’s tedious High 
School application process. Those 
who want to apply to specialized 
High Schools like Stuyvesant, Bronx 
Science, and BrooklynTech are like-
ly to spend months preparing for 
the intimidating Specialized High 
Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT). 
Other city students may be looking 
to apply to schools more dedicated 
to the arts such as LaGuardia Arts 
and Frank Sinatra. Then there are 
local schools, although a student’s 
zoned school is not necessarily the 
most rigorous program the city can 
offer, the alternative is a pricey pri-
vate school. BSGE’s 8th graders  find 
themselves in the unique positions 
of choosing whether or not to go 
through this difficult process that 
almost all other city kids do in order 
to attend the public school of their 
choice. At BSGE, there is the option 
of attending BSGE until 12th grade.  
However, while some students are 
sure about whether they will stay 
or leave, there are several stuck in 
the middle, caught between the pros 
and cons of staying or leaving.
Reasons for Leaving
 There are generally five dif-
ferent types of schools that students 
will leave for: art schools, smart 
schools, local schools, religious 
schools, and private schools. Many 
students want to study arts that BSGE 
doesn’t focus on, such as drama and 
dance, and those students are less 
singularly focused on academics. 
However that’s not always the case. 
8th grader Adela Goldsmith has a 
deep interest in visual art yet is dead 
set on staying at BSGE for high school 
rather than attending a school that 
spends more time studying art, as-
serting, “I’lI want the well rounded 
program like with science and his-
tory,” she explains, “because both of 
my parents were in art history and 
went into museums so I’ve kind of 
gotten the behind the scenes and the 

conservation and it makes me more 
interested in the science part of it. I 
feel that if  I start with basics in all of 
those fields it’ll be easier to get into a 
place that combines them.”
           As for the “smart schools”, 
there are generally the specialized 
high schools that require high scores 
on the SHSATS in order to be accept-
ed. Specialized High schools in NYC 
are known for their aggressive aca-
demics. Stuyvesant, Bronx Science 
and Brooklyn Technical High school 
are among the ones that have more 
prestigious math and science pro-
grams, unlike BSGE whose curricu-
lum is more well-rounded. Many 
students also receive pressure from 
parents to go to schools that are more 
well known, recognized by college 
admissions counselors. Says Nelly 
Lin’15, “Specialized high schools 
are more challenging, more estab-
lished. BSGE is a pretty new school.” 
The road to a specialized high school 
acceptance is a long and hard one. 
Names of summer test prep like ABC 
Math, Mega Academy and Merica 
Learning Systems are becoming in-
creasingly popular. For many, accep-
tance to Stuyvesant is just one step 
on the ladder to Harvard. “I’ve been 
studying for about a year.” Says 8th 
grader Sarfi Chowdhury. “There’s 
been more mental preparation for 
me than academic. The test is very 
intimidating. It’s big.”  
    There is rarely a day that goes by 
that you do not see a group of BSGE 
students playing basketball, football 
or other sports a block away at Ar-
row Park. It is easy to see that some 
students’ lives revolve around sports. 
That is why some 8th graders are 
choosing to leave for sports teams. 
BSGE’s few teams are not the most 
competitive in the city, and some 
students are choosing to leave for 
schools with more prestigious teams. 
There a few Queens Catholic schools 
that are known for their teams, so 
some 8th graders are preparing for 
the TACHs test (Test for Admission 

to Catholic High Schools). Some of 
these Catholic High Schools that are 
very popular for their Sports are 
Molloy, Christ the King and Saint 
Francis Prep schools which are lo-
cated in Forest Hills. Although pri-
vate schools are good for their sports, 
their prices can be prohibitive. Some 
people leave because it’s just too 
much work and don’t think they 
can handle it. Says Merlina Rodas, “I 
don’t regret staying here. It’s a good 
school, but it’s a lot of work.”
Reasons for Staying
 8th graders who want to 
stay at BSGE make up the majority 
of the class. Says Tim David-Lang, 
BSGE’s guidance counselor, “In the 
time that I’ve been here, twenty per-
cent to a third of the grade end up 
leaving each year.”  Whether pres-
sured by parents to stay or deciding 
for themselves, many like that BSGE 
is different from most schools. There 
is the Middle Years and Diploma 
program from International Bacca-
laureate that sets the school apart, as 
well as a lot of preparation for the 
college workload. The small size of 
the school also appeals to many. It is 
a much different atmosphere than 
being in a huge building with what 
feels like a million people, where 
no one knows each other and class-
rooms are packed to the max. At 
larger schools, there is a lot less indi-
vidualized attention, and you might 
find yourself in a class where after 
a month your teacher still does not 
know your name. “It feels like a little 
family here,” says Alandria Clark, 
an 8th grader who is staying at BSGE 
for high school. It is a much different 
atmosphere, and a much tighter knit 
community. 
 For some, the decisions 
comes down to the convenient loca-
tion, while some students just do not 
want to go through the high school 
application process. There are au-
ditions, interviews and tests to go 
through on top of the already large 
regular homework load at BSGE.
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               Every year schools 
in NY get grades that re-
flect the progress of the 
school. These reports let 
schools know what they 
need to improve and af-
fect people’s opinions of 
schools. Our High School 
receied an “A” once again 
while our Middle School 
received a “B.”  Though 
the letter grades were the 
same, BSGE slipped in 
some of the subscores.  
 Where do the 
grades come from and 
what are they based on? 
In addition to academic 
achievement and prog-
ress, one of the main com-
ponents of the grade is a 
surveys administered by 
the NYCDOE (New York 
City Department of Edu-
cation). Surveys are taken 
by parents, teachers, and 
students alike. 
               When taking 
the school surveys people 
are reassured that no one 
will see the answers and to 
answer honestly and take 
them seriously. However, 
does that mean that people 
always do? 
 Katelynne Cabel-
lo, 9th grade,  says “Its just 
something we do to get out 
of work for a period. I 
don’t really take them 
seriously. I never under-
stood why we take them,” 
after some of the ques-
tions jogged her memory. 
They are often not always 
taken seriously despite the 
months of preparation 
by the NYCDOE. Often 
the people with negative 

things to say will answer 
the survey and people that 
don’t will not. This means 
that the school will receive 
negative responses and 
only 
some of the voices of the 
school will be heard. 
               The surveys are 
taken into consideration 
when making a school’s 
progress report. They help 
to measure the satisfaction 
levels of parents, teachers, 
and students. In the NYC-
DOE surveys schools are 
compared to each other as 
well as themselves in the 
past. As of the 2009-2010 
school progress report, 
BSGE’s progress is not all 
good. However, BSGE is 
still ranked above average. 
BSGE’s academic expec-
tations scored a 7.8/10 
which is above average 
but less than last year’s 
score. The communication 
is marked in the average 
zone at 6.6/10 and im-
proved compared to last 
year. Engagement dropped 
to 6.9/10. Safety and re-
spect is one of BSGE’s 
strengths, at 8.1/10. 

This year the sur-
veys will be avail-
able online. The 

DOE will be mak-
ing a step towards 
becoming green 

by cutting back on 
a lot of paper and 
other materials 
required to pro-
duce and deliver 
the 100,000 paper 

surveys. 

BSGE Gets Graded
ARIEL TAUB ‘14 8th Grade High School 

Application Process
MICHELLE NATANZON ‘15

 The BSGE after 
school club “Mouse Squad” 
has been around for a long 
time, but not many people 
actually know what Mouse 
Squad is. Mouse Squad is an 
organization that helps the 
school fix computers and 
learn about programming 
computers. It also provides 
community and service 
hours. Anyone can join the 
Mouse Squad; experience 
is not required; Aadesire to 
learn about computers is 
all that is needed. Current 
members of the Mouse 
Squad range from grades 
7th through 11th  grade. 
Mouse Squad meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday for 
about an hour or more 
and is supervised by Mr. 
Shantanu Saha, who ex-
plains that Mouse Squad is  
a, “club for 
students that 
are interest-
ed in  tech-
nology and 
is a tech-
support pro-
gram.” 
M o u s e 
Squad is a 
great or-

ganization where people 
learn about computers and 
technology which can help 
them in the future. Students 
learn what it’s like to be a 
technician or an engineer. 
Although many people say 
that technology is trashing 
the minds of many people, 
in the end it is very useful 
in your day to day activi-
ties and in modern soci-
ety. We have grown to be 
extremely dependent on 
technology these days, but 
as useful as it is, it’s even 
more difficult for people to 
actually fix these new tech-
nological systems. That’s 
why Mouse Squad is here! 
The Mouse Squad provides 
students with both an ac-
tivity as well as a means of 
learning about technology 
and enhancing their own 
knowledge.

Mouse Squad
NELLY LIN ‘15

BSGE’s Toy Drive a Success
 The helping hands committee’s toy drive was a 
big hit at BSGE. Advisories raised money over a course of 
about a month. Each advisory was given a child’s initials 
and a description about the child.  The description in-
cluded information such as their favorite color, their age 
and what they like to do. Based on this information, the 
students and their advisors brainstormed ideas for gifts 
and ways to raise money.  In the end the advisories chose 
the perfect gifts for the children. The gifts ranged from 
makeup sets to toy cars.  When the advisories were given 
this assignment, they were told that these children would 
use these gifts every day because they don’t have much. 
People felt strongly about this cause and decided to help.  
Students donated money and advisors set up bake sales to 
raise the money needed for the gifts. In the end the gifts 

were handed in and 
everyone had a good 
time along the way.
 The Help-
ing Hands Commit-
tee’s “Kids Can Help 
Canned Food Drive” 
ended on Monday, 
December 13th.  
During the week of 
December 6th, the 
advisories competed 

to bring in the most canned food, which was going to the 
organization City Harvest.  
The advisory that brought 
in the most food would be 
rewarded with a pizza and 
ice cream party.  City Harvest 
suggested items for the drive 
such as, canned fruit and 
vegetables, peanut butter in a 
plastic jar, packaged Mac ‘n 
cheese and other pastas, and 
hot and cold family sized ce-
reals.  In the end, the winning 
advisory had brought in 91 
canned food items, and in to-
tal, the entire school brought 
in 482 canned food items.
   Now, Helping 
Hands members are trying to encourage their advisories 
to buy items from the GEMS organization, like shirts, 
bracelets and buttons.  So far, the sale is going pretty well.  
Many of the students want to purchase items that say 
“Girls Are Not for Sale” on them; they feel that it is a very 
bold statement that they would like to wear around the 
school.

ZOE PALMINTERI ‘16

“Students 
donated 
money 

and advi-
sors set up 
bake sales 

to raise 
the money 
needed for 
the gifts.”
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The Juniors Get Fresh, 
So-So Fresh

Will Smith was at Kaufman Studios filming “Men In Black 3” so 
students approached him after school and showed him the poster which 

he signed,“ To BSGE, Dream Big!”PHOTO CREDIT: Alicia Saleh

Be the Best Santa
Tech Geek

Timex Mp3 Player 
Clock Radio $19.99
An alarm clock, 
radio, and iPod 
docking station all 
in one!
www.target.com

Wi-Fi Detector Shirt 
$29.99
This shirt displays the 
Wi-Fi signal strength, and 
as Think Geek says, “great 
for nomads with laptops.”
www.thinkgeek.com  

Tech21 iBand d3o Hard 
Case for iPhone 3G and 
3GS – Black $34.99
This case will make your 
iPhone virtually inde-
structible. It becomes 
firm upon impact and 
distributes the force 
around your phone.
www.amazon.com  

Perfectionist

Silver Desktop Organizer $20.96
Includes a memo pad, ballpoint 

pen, calendar, magnetic 
paper clip holder, and 

a picture frame.
gifts.barnesand-
noble.com 
Pentel Hi-Polymer 

Latex Free Eraser 
$1.99
Your perfectionist will 
be able to hide all their 
mistakes!
www.staples.com 

Platinum elfa Door & 
Wall Media Rack System 
$14.99
This system allows your 
perfectionist to organize 
their CDs, DVDs, and vid-
eos in removable racks.
www.containerstore.com 

Shopoholic

Visa Gift Card (prices vary)
Get this gift card for your 
shopaholic, and they can go 
crazy buying whatever they 
want. usa.visa.com 

Vogue Magazine subscription 
$28 for 24 issues (2 years)
Allow your shopaholic friend to 
fuel their shopping fantasies.
www.vogue.com 

Urban Outfitters Large 
Hinge Wallet $18
This cool wallet can hold 
all of a shopaholic’s credit 
cards and cash.
www.urbanoutfitters.com 

World 
Savers

Heart of Haiti Candle 
Holder $25
This bowl, made from 
scrap metal benefits the 
earthquake victims of 
Haiti.
www1.macys.com

FEED USA Canvas Tote $29.50
When you buy this bag,  $5 is donated 
to improving school lunch and nutrition 
education.
www.gap.com

Save Darfur Water Bottle  $20
The proceeds go to the Save Darfur 
charity  to stop the genocide in Darfur.
Store.savedarfur.org



  This was the third 
consecutive year BSGE 
hosted Lounge Night in the 
cafeteria. This year how-
ever, there was an added 
bonus of outside perform-
ers to mix up the set list 
and a temporary stage. For 
most of the night, the audi-
ence got to enjoy discover-
ing the talent of numerous 
students from our school, 
with veteran bands Pana-
ma Red and We Live Alone 
also making a much antici-
pated appearance. 
 Students host 
fund raising events such 
as Lounge Night to make 
events like prom and grad-
uation more affordable 
down the line. During these 
tough economic times, ev-
ery bit earned helps.  This 
senior class has set record 
breaking numbers in fund 
raisers, twice! The trick? 
Thinking outside the box; 
for example, with Lounge 
Night. 
 Co-organizer of 
the event, Amalia Caru-
sone, member of senior 
council, attests first hand 
that events like this do 
not appear by themselves.  
“A lot went into organiz-
ing Lounge Night.” Even 
though it lasted only one 
night, the students pre-
pared for months, as the 
senior council allocated 
jobs to every member, even 
recruiting some juniors.  
During the event, students 
could be seen scurrying 
through the hallway, as 
they gathered people and 

materials. 
 Stephanie Aris-
takesian, for example, in 
twelfth grade, was in charge 
of managing the backstage, 
or the area stretching from 
the general office to Peter’s 
office, that was sectioned 
off. Other members of the 
council held a list which 
dictated only a strict list of 
names allowed to enter. A 
jumbled mass of perform-
ers were the main com-
ponents filling that space, 
with Stephanie organizing 

them rapidly when their 
performance slots came 
up. 
 With so much go-
ing on, Catherine Pena, a 
solo performer, admitted, 
“I cried before I performed. 
I was so nervous. I thought 
it went well, though, and 
a lot of people said that I 
did well.” seventh grade 
performer, Marika Cygert, 
grew to enjoy the spot-
light as well, saying, “It 
felt good to be up there, I 
wasn’t scared because I got 

to show people what I do 
best.”
 It is no wonder 
performers would get ner-
vous, with over 250 peo-
ple, it can seem like a wide 
audience. Last year, Lounge 
Night grossed $1,800, this 
year it was up to $2,700. 
Jolijt Tamanaha said, 
“What made Lounge Night 
so successful was that a lot 
of people put a lot of effort 
in. It was a school-wide ef-
fort.”
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JESSIE HELLER ‘11 
AND ERIN CAMIA ‘14

Above: Part of the audience  of over 200 people as seen from the stage. Below: Juniors Dominique and Tiffany on stage.  Hosts Lenny and Myles. 
French teacher  Monsieur Rajiv on stage. PHOTO CREDIT: JOANNA CHOINSKA 

Lounge Night Another Success

Starting at the top left and moving clockwise: Andy and 
Kristopher in Panama Red. Shaquille and Adrien in We 
Live Alone. Niamh, Chaimaa, Marika and Sara dancing. 

Ariel in One Step Closer. Catherine singing. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Joanna Choinska 
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 Brooke Schechner is 
BSGE’s newest family member 
this year working with Niki Singh 
as the student teacher for the 8th 
grade English class. Brooke is 23 
years old, originally from Chap-
paqua in upstate New York, and 
is studying at Columbia Univer-
sity for her Master’s in teaching.
 Brooke describes her 
childhood home in Chappaqua 
being “straight up suburbia, 
with white picket fences, in a 
rural kind of area”. She was a 
typical suburban girl during her 
childhood who liked to be the 
class clown. She was also very 
involved in her field hockey team 
and overall her childhood was 
“pretty low-key”.
 Brooke, who majored 
in English at Colgate University, 
loves to read fiction novels and 
you can usually find her in the 
“New Fiction” section at Barnes 
and Noble. Her favorite book is 
The Hours by Michael Cunning-
ham and her favorite food is su-
shi, although cooking is not one 
of Brooke‘s major talents. She 
explains, “I can’t cook, I have no 
idea how to cook. I made soup 
one night for my friend who was 
coming over, and he said it tasted 
like ‘war time in Poland’! Ever 
since then, I’ve learned to order 
in.”
 One of Brooke’s hob-
bies is to run races just for fun 
with her father. “I hate being in 
gyms-- I feel like a hamster on 

a wheel whenever I run on the 
treadmill, so running in the park 
just became a way for me to stay 
in shape without stepping foot in 
a gym!” Brooke has run in the 
Manhattan Half Marathon and 
a bunch of other 4-5 mile races 
in Central Park, although she 
claims that she is slow!
 Before Brooke came to 
teach at BSGE, she was teaching 
9th grade at Stuyvesant which 
was a gigantic school with “es-
calators and everything”. After 
teaching at Stuyvesant, Brooke 
requested a small school with 
a small community so that she 
could really get to know the stu-
dents. So they sent her to BSGE! 
So far Brooke views BSGE stu-
dents as really “hard working 
and the teachers are wonder-
ful”, who are really invested in 
their jobs, and they really care. 
Brooke has had a chance to talk 
to a few teachers, and has even 
talked strategy and shared les-
son plans and power points in 
the teachers’ lounge with Mon-
sieur Rajiv. “So far it [BSGE] has 
been incredible. I really really 
like it. All the students have been 
very friendly and really willing 
to participate and I like how the 
principal says “family” when she 
puts the announcements on, it’s a 
very inclusive place. Even all the 
teachers have welcomed me and 
I’m just the student teacher. But 
everyone’s been really great.”
 Brooke’s job as a student 

teacher is not only to help plan 
all of the day to day lessons and 
the overall unit, but to also fig-
ure out how a classroom works 
and ticks. While Niki Singh is 
teaching, Brooke is observing 
the whole time, trying to find 
out how she plans lessons, what 
is she is doing that works, and 
what would Brooke do to tweak 
lessons. Brooke had never really 
wanted to be a teacher until re-
cently. When she was younger 
she had wanted to be a vet so 
that she could play with the pup-
pies all day. But as Brooke grew 
older she realized she wanted to 
be an English teacher. She hated 
to work in cubicles, she loved 
reading and talking about books 
and she loved interacting with 
people. What other job would 
be more perfect than an English 
teacher?
 “I love when you see a 
student who’s a little confused 
that finally understands it, when 
they get it, it’s that moment 
that’s like “HA! I understand 
that!” I live for that.” Because 
of Brooke’s love of reading, lit-
erature has always been a topic 
she has enjoyed teaching. One of 
her favorite topics to teach was in 
Stuyvesant teaching Romeo and 
Juliet by William Shakespeare 
and getting to act out the scenes 
not only because it was fun, but it 
was enjoyable as a teacher to see 
the students change from being 
bored of the book to being really 

excited about it.
 A s 
an teacher, 
Brooke’s overall 
teaching phi-
losophy is that 
“If  I enjoy doing 
the lesson, then 
the kids will 
too. And it’s not 
about doing the 
lesson, its more 
about getting ev-
eryone involved 
and participat-
ing and work-
ing. And it’s my 
firm belief that 
the first time 
you read some-
thing, its not go-
ing to just come 
to you, you have 
to read, reread, 
check it over. A 
little bit of hu-
mor and a lot of 
hard work.” You 
can find Brooke 
on A Days ei-
ther in the 
teacher’s lounge 
or teaching with 
Niki Singh’s 
8th grade Eng-
lish class on the 
third floor.

Brooke Schechner: 8th Grade 
English Student Teacher

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

You’re always surrounded 
by kids (family, school), 
where do you go to escape?
The hour-long subway ride 
to and from school is my 
escape, especially when 
I don’t have anything to 
grade.

What were you like as a 
teenager?
I always think of myself 
as being a goody-two-
shoes, but I also remem-
ber  wanting to have a 
particular friend around 
because she NEVER got 
into trouble, whereas I al-
ways did.  I was in board-
ing school in India so the 
kinds of things that got us 
into trouble were feeding 
stray dogs and exploring 
the hills around. And go-
ing over the five minute 
limit on showers.

Did you ever rebel as a 
kid? How did your parents 
react?
My dad always told my 
sister and me that his job 
was to tell us what was  
right but that in the end 
we could do whatever we 
wished.  My sister argued 
and fought.   I listened qui-
etly and then did almost 
exactly what I wanted to 
do.  My sister, who loved 

art and history, went to 
business school and got 
an MBA and a series of 
boring but well paid jobs.  
My career is (okay was;  I 
think he’s over it now) my 
father’s worst nightmare.

You’re one of the few 
teachers at BSGE who is a 
parent, what is that like?
Being a parent has changed 
my relationship with kids 
-- and with their parents.  
I’m kinder to parents and 
meaner to kids. I think I 
have higher expectations 
of kids. And lower expec-
tations of myself about 
how much I plan and how 
quickly I grade.

You left for a period of 
time, how was it like to 
come back to BSGE?
It was interesting to be 
away, and great to be 
back.

Who was your hero when 
you were younger?
In school in India, we 
watched TV twice over 
a period of eight years: 
once, to watch Prince 
Charles and Diana’s wed-
ding, and again for Indira 
Gandhi’s funeral. I was 
always curious about Mrs. 
G. So many people hated 
her so much but she just 
stayed and stayed (until 

she was killed, of course). 
I wouldn’t say she was my 
hero, but there was some-
thing pretty compelling 
about her. Maybe my aunt, 
who was an OB/Gyn, was 
a hero. She delivered ba-
bies in the mornings at a 
hospital, and did abor-
tions at her home clinic in 
the afternoons. There was 
always something weird 
and delicious for dinner in 
her home because her pa-
tients were always drop-
ping by to bring food. And 
she seemed to have such a 
good time just living.

How and where did your 
interest in English de-
velop?
English the language?  The 
school subject? My sister 
likes to remind me that I 
refused to speak English 
at home because I said it 
sounded funny coming out 
of my mouth.

Did you always want to be 
an English teacher? Did 
you teach anywhere else 
before BSGE?
When I first started, I 
taught Math and Science 
at a school on the lower 
east side of Manhattan. 
A guy at the Board of Ed. 
told me it would be too dif-
ficult to get a job teaching 
English.

What are your plans for 
the future?
I’d like to go on a really 
long bike ride and be left 
behind by my kids.

Biggest achievement in 
your life so far?
Urgh. Can I skip this one?  
There have been a few 
small achievements, but 
one big one?

Why do you chew ice? 
(Aly’s question)
I want to be cool like Aly?  
There’s a whole body of 

mostly unscientific, an-
ecdotal information on 
the web about ice-eaters. 
When I was pregnant for 
the second time, I remem-
ber finding a tray of stale, 
fuzzy ice in the freezer.  So 
maybe I’ll get over it.

How was life in India? 
How did you adjust mov-
ing to America?
America was very disap-
pointing.  I was an auto-
matic authority on math, 
monkey brains-eating, 
and hinduism.  I suppose 
I knew a little more Math 

than my peers but it wasn’t 
really what I wanted to be 
known for.

 What’s on your iPod/Play-
list?
I wouldn’t say I’m religious, 
but you know, I realized 
recently that I tend to play 
religious music -- Hindu, 
Sikh, Jewish. And Leonard 
Cohen and Cat Stevens, 
both of whom were deeply 
into religion for part of 
their lives. Hmmm.

Teacher of the Month: Niki Singh
STEPHANIE  

ARISTAKESIAN ‘11
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Advent
Twelve hours 
till the future.
Eleven sounds to 
tickle the ear.
Ten gangsters leaning 
to feel it in their knees.
Nine person party.
Eight scoops of 
perfectly whipped cream.
Seven ugly ducklings.
Six baker’s dozens.
Five magic wands
with extraordinary capa-
bilities. 
Four whistles toward a
drunken night.
Three croissants
and a cappuccino in a 
rush.
Two morning doves
atop a telephone pole.
A crow in a London plane.
by Sarah Diaz

A Poem 
For Your 
Pocket

out of college if  I had my 
posse with me.” 
 There are a few 
drawbacks to applying to 
Posse. Probably the most 
daunting being the re-
quirement that students 
apply to their school as 
an early decision candi-
date. This means that re-
gardless of whether they 
receive the Posse scholar-
ship, if  they are accepted 
into the school, they have 
to go. They are required to 
maintain minimum GPA. 
It is also not available at 
all schools. Students must 
choose one of 38 partner 
colleges and universities. 
The scholarship does not 
cover room and board 
costs. However, most stu-
dents decide that these are 
small drawbacks to essen-
tially attending college for 
free. 
 For more infor-
mation check possefoun-
dation.org

The Posse 
Program
Continued from page 1

 
There are some new faces in the fresh-
man grade this year. Their first year 
in high school is also their first year at 
BSGE. Many of them have good impres-
sions of our school and have a clear 
sense of what they’ve gotten themselves 
into. 
 One newcomer, Bill Gao, notes 
that BSGE is an “okay” school, but the 
teachers and people are great. He is 
thankful that the teachers don’t give too 
much homework. Another new fresh-
man, Jordan Merizalde, is on the boys 
basketball team and can say that he loves 
BSGE because of its sports team. Coached 
by Mr. Anderson, the basketball games 
are “challenging yet fun.” According to 

Jordan, “b-ball really helps school look 
more interesting.”
 Alejandro Loarte agrees with 
Bill and Jordan, and adds insight about 
the 1 through 7 system. “The grading 
system is so different from what I had 
in my old school, but it isn’t confusing 
at all.” Though 1-7 may seem like a ran-
dom choice of numbers, the IB grading 
way is still easy to understand.
 These three students, and hope-
fully all the rest, believe that they made a 
good choice in coming to BSGE. Whether 
it be because of the people, the activities, 
or the homework load that we get, BSGE 
has made a good impression on the new 
class of students this year. Hopefully, this 
impression will remain.

New Kids On the 
Block:“So Far So Good”

SAMANTHA CALPO ‘14

Holiday Cartoon by Mahaut Brooks ‘15 and Stephanie Pichardo ‘15
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The Buzz
What are your plans 
for the holidays?

Grace Camia ’15: “Using the camera I’ll hopefully be 
getting for Christmas, and partying with my cat.”

Francisco Barros ’14: “Going to church!”

Luis Cabrera ‘12: “Work, laundry, and going upstate.”

Ricardo Aguayo ’13 & Jessica Koziol ’13: “Going to 
Montreal, Canada with her!”

Kristen Spang ‘11: “Wathing Elf over and over again.”

PHOTOS AND QUOTES COLLECTED BY: 
Samantha Calpo 

Whatever your holiday plans are: The 
BACC Rag wishes you a good one. See 

you next year!

opinion on the subject, Dr. 
Helfenbien said, “I don’t 
think that an extra month 
of school would be neces-
sarily helpful.  It would be 
repetitive and not much 
would get done.  As well, 
people’s habits of spending 
would decrease.  We’re in a 
bad economy and if  people 
went to school during the 
summer time, the tourist 
industry would decrease.” 
It seems that many people 
who are against the plan 
have similar concerns.
  Conversely, An-
other factor that needs to be 
considered is our society. US 
students are ranked as 21st 
in the world in science and 
25th for math.  Over the 
summer a majority of the 
things we learn in school 
are lost because our break 
is about 80 days and not 
many students review.  Al-
though some BSGE kids are 
assigned summer HW to 
keep our brains sharp and 
ready,  a large majority 
of kids are not given any 
work and thus forget ev-
erything.  Much of the next 
school year is therefore 
dedicated to making up that 
loss of knowledge.  If  we 
were to cut down the break 
in half, we would be able 
to learn more during the 
time that would have been 
otherwise spent vacation-

ing, and forget less.     If  
America were to educate 
its youth to a greater ex-
tent, more students would 
excel.  Education is, the 
key to success and if  our 
society isn’t educated, we 
will not go anywhere as 
a country.  Obama claims 
that, “Despite resources 
that are unmatched any-
where in the world, we 
have let our grades slip, 
our schools crumble, our 
teacher quality fall short, 
and other nations outpace 
us and that that is no way 
to prepare them for a 21st 
Century economy.” In this 
global society, we must 
catch up.
 One must also 
take into account the posi-
tion that the United States 
plays  on an international 
scale. A country with such 
a high caliber of influ-
ence like the United States 
should have well educated 
citizens. However, as presi-
dent Obama cited, nearly 
one third of all 13 and 14 
year olds read below ap-
propriate standards set, 
and our countries eighth-
grade curriculum is nearly 
two years behind that of 
competing countries.  At 
the point that our country 
is in now, the fact that we 
are behind thirteen other 
countries in terms of the 
most amount of school days 
in a year, with Japan at the 

top, leads one to believe that 
perhaps that extra month 
of school can actually ben-
efit students. Nathanael 
Farciert ’13 said, “At this 
point, I feel an extended 
school year would be ben-
eficial to us.  We would 
learn and get more done.” 
If  we had another month 
to work in school. And with 
academic achievement lev-
els of such countries with 
extended school years so 
high, this also can lead 
one to believe that anoth-
er month can help us. As 
much as we hate school we 
probably hate being called, 
“academically challenged” 
even more. 
 Longer school 
days does not necessarily 

mean a better education for 
a country that is already 
somewhat behind like the 
US.  Instead of increasing 
the school year by a month, 
as the Obama administra-
tion would like to , an al-
ternative could be to have 
all public schools enforce 
mandatory after-school tu-
toring programs.  Further-
more, an increased amount 
of funding should be spent 
on to the public school sys-
tem in order to increase 
and enhance the quality of 
extracurricular activities, 
and hire more teachers.  
The issue remains two-sid-
ed end. As students, we love 
our summer.  

Continued from page 1

Obama Proposes Shorter Summers

New Bees Are 
Adjusting Well

This year’s seventh graders 
really seem to love BSGE 
so far.  The new students 
came to BSGE looking for 
a better education and 
they seem to have found 
it.  They really like their 
new teachers and the style 
of learning at their new 
school.  7th grader, Luca 
Cognata explained, “We 
do a lot more interactive 
things in this school than 
in my old school.”
 Although the stu-
dents are happy at their 
new school, many find it 
difficult here.  The new 
kids find the level of work 
here as well as the classes 
challenging.  7th grader, 
Luis Silva complains, “70 
minute periods are long 
and boring and I lose 
concentration.”  Some 
also complained about 
the amount of homework 
they have received so far.  
BSGE students, especially 
in middle school, do far 

more homework 
than their peers 
at other schools.  
One student 
c o m p l a i n e d , 
“The worst thing 
about this school 
so far is that 
the homework 
takes forever to 
do.”  Some stu-
dents, however, 
find value in the 
obstacles.  7th 
grader, Brianna 
Kennedy believes 
that even though 
it is difficult, the 
difficult work 
is “bringing me 
a step closer to 
what is expected 
of me in high school.”
 This is also the 
first year many students 
are learning a foreign lan-
guage.  Students definitely 
are excited about learning 
Spanish, the only language 
offered to this group of 
students, however, stu-
dents wish they had more 
choices. 
 On the social 
side of their transition, 
the new 7th graders hat-
ed saying goodbye to all 
of their best friends, who 
were heading off to differ-

ent schools, but they loved 
making new friends with 
all the kids in BSGE.  One 
unique experience for the 
kids at BSGE is their inter-
action with students who 
are much older than they 
are and the interaction, 
though intimidating at 
first, has been mostly pos-
itive.  Luis Silva explains, 
“The older kids talk to me 
and they are very nice to 
me.”  Luca Cognata goes 
further when he exclaims, 
“They treat me like a 
king!”

RAKIA ISLAM ‘16, 
ZOE PALMINTERI ‘16, 
ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16, 
IZZY LEE ‘16, HANAKO 

MONTGOMERY ‘16, 
KAYLA LANG ‘16, 

WINIFRED SHEN ‘16, 
INARRA SORATHIYA 

‘16

“On the social side 
of their transition, 
the new 7th graders 
hated saying good-
bye to all of their 
best friends, who 

were heading off to 
different schools, 

but they loved mak-
ing new friends 

with all the kids in 
BSGE.” 
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