
 It’s been an excit-
ing season for BSGE’s Lady 
Sting with their winning 
record of 13-3. The team 
was able to score wins over 
competitive teams such as 
Newcomers and the Acad-
emy of American Studies.
 “We had a very 
successful regular season 
and a lot of fun in the pro-
cess,” says Coach Potter. 
Potter adds, “The girls ex-
hibited great competitive 
spirit in games throughout 
the season.  They never al-
lowed themselves to get 
down when they fell be-
hind and they fought back 
against some good teams.”
 This season Sarah 
Diaz was ranked 50th in 
the league for most total 
points scored. Hannah 
McFadden was ranked 

52nd. 
 Lady Sting’s regu-
lar season ended on Feb-
ruary 8, 2011 and they 
are scheduled to play 
their first playoff game 
on February 17th. Al-
though their season has 
been successful thus far, 
the first playoff game may 
be a struggle because four 
of the players out of the 
starting five are going to 
be in Denmark for a cul-
tural exchange. The start-
ing five is composed of se-
niors Sarah Diaz, Hannah 
McFadden, Kristen Spang, 
Pamela Reyes, and Cynthia 
Fernandez. The only play-
er who would be present 
for the game is Pamela.
 Coach Potter is 
attempting to have the 
date of the playoff game 
changed to some time af-
ter or before the trip to 

 BSGE lockers have always seemed a 
little bit strange, they are different from other 
schools’ as they are located inside the class-
rooms rather than in the hallways. BSGE’s lack 
of space is certainly a factor here. Since stu-
dents’ lockers are inside the classrooms there 
are some policies and rules that have to be fol-
lowed.
 Many teachers often grow upset with 
the rowdy students barge into their rooms to 
get to their lockers. Often they disrupt their 
6th period classes and take a long time at their 
lockers. A few different teachers on the 3rd 
floor have also had problems lately with stu-
dents getting to their lockers. The locker poli-
cies are not harshly enforced in BSGE but they 
are relatively simple and easy to follow.
1.) Students may go to their lockers at the 
beginning of the school day from 7:50-8:00 
AM, at the end of the day from 
2:10 PM to 2:15 PM and be-
fore your lunch period.
2.) Students should go to their 
lockers quietly and respect-
fully, mindful of the teachers 
and making sure not to disrupt 
class.
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Lady Sting Leaves 
Its Mark

BSGE’S new step team: T.r.e.
Photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha
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MEGHAN 
McCULLOUGH ‘11 Final Lady Sting Record:

Denmark. He sounds op-
timistic saying, “We’re 
looking forward to a long 
playoff run.” If  he doesn’t 
succeed the team will have 
to structure a new starting 
five from players off the 
bench. If  the team man-
ages to win the first play-
off game, the starting five 
will have returned from 
their trip for the rest of the 
playoffs.
 The entire start-
ing five is graduating this 
year, and therefore the 
issues that the team will 
have to deal with dur-

ing the Denmark trip will 
have to be faced again to-
wards the beginning of 
the season next year.
 It sad to be leaving 
but they’ll be fine without 
us,” says Pamela Reyes. 
 “We’ve become so 
used to each other that it 
is going to be really weird 
not having each other to 
play with,” senior Kristen 
Spang said, “we’ve spent 
so much time together that 
we’ve meshed together.”
 Hopefully, Lady 
Sting will be able to tran-
sition successfully. 

13 3-
Wins Losses

 On February 8th, 2011 the right staircase of 
BSGE (near the main entrance) was closed due to a leaky 
roof that made the stairs wet, slippery, and dangerous. 
The staircase was draped with yellow “CAUTION” tape 
that gave students and staff access only to the left stair-
case and the elevators. The hallways and staircases were 
crowded as students tried to rush to their classes. The stu-
dents pushed and stumbled all the way through the halls 
as a mass of other students pushed through the crowd the 
other way. It was a very chaotic day where many people 
experienced troubles. The school is already small as it is 
and with only one accessible staircase, students couldn’t  
get to their classes on time. 
 This year’s winter weather has been one of the 
most extreme winters in memory and that has taken a 
toll on BSGE’s building which was formerly a factory. The 
renovation done on the building to make it a school was 
“not done well” according to Mr. Lakhaney and as a re-
sult the staff and students have had to suffer. The leaks on 
the roof, the doors not opening properly, the windows not 
opening, and more problems occur everyday at school. “I 
was disappointed because I thought the work done dur-
ing the summer had resolved our water infiltration is-
sues,” Ms. Johnson commented.
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On November 9th, 2010 Mayor 
Bloomberg announced that Joel 
Klein, our school chancellor, would 
be resigning from his post.  Cathie 
Black, previous publisher of USA 
Today and manager of several maga-
zines, was appointed to his position.  
Designating Black as the new chan-
cellor began a large controversy in 
New York City. 
 This decision caused much 
uproar among NYC parents and stu-
dents who complained that Black had 
no experience in the education field.  
After their experience with Klein, 

formerly a lawyer with a similar lack 
of education experience, NYC resi-
dents want a fresh face that repre-
sents change in children’s education. 
They feel that a chancellor must have 
some history or credentials in the 
field of education which Black lacks.  
Black doesn’t have an education de-
gree nor has she ever dealt with 
the public school system. Her own 
sons attend charter schools, which 
are independently run schools with 
a much different curriculum than 
public schools.  Mayor Bloomberg 
has raised the point that school edu-
cation is like a business and should 

be led by a 
m a n g e r 
who isn’t 
biased and 
h a n d l e s 
n u m b e r s .  
The indi-
viduals who 
s u p p o r t 
Black feel 
that she has 
the leader-
ship quali-
ties and can 
handle the 
system be-
cause she 
has been 
in charge 
of numer-
ous compa-
nies. When 
asked about 
the new 
chancellor, 
Ms. Shen, 
B S G E ’ s 
C h i n e s e 
l a n g u ag e 

teacher replied, “I agree with most 
parents that a person who has his-
tory with our system should be in 
charge.  On the other hand, the May-
or was willing to give her a chance 
and she herself believes she can do it.  
I’m willing to give her a chance.”  
 Black is know in charge of 
1,600 schools, about 1 million stu-
dents, 136,000 staff members and 
teachers along with a fund of $21 
billion in school budget money. To 
get to know the public school sys-
tem, Black has begun to visit various 
schools around the five boroughs 
to see what she must do and what 
schools are lacking and to brain-
storm ideas for solutions.  With a 
rough economy, there have been 
numerous budget cuts and there are 
more in store.  Our new chancellor 
wants to bring change to the current 
curriculum by raising the standards.  
She wants to create partnerships 
with various organizations, univer-
sities, and businesses to set a clear 
path for the future for the students in 
NYC.  She also wants to increase the 
number of schools to fix overcrowd-
ing and insists on building over 100 
new charter schools .
 New York’s history with in-
experienced chancellors combined 
with the selection of Cathie Black be-
gan a series of protests.  A month into 
Black’s term, debate over whether she 
is right for the job is still fierce.  She 
has been trying hard to win over the 
NYC parents with jokes and meetings 
but these efforts do not seem to be 
working in her favor.  NYC may be 
in store for a very shaky and difficult 
three years.  

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

New York Gets A New Chancellor

Letters to the Editor
I found the article advertising the fact that BSGE had provided 
full college scholarships for some students very interesting. I am 
only in the 7th grade but I’m still worried about my college fund-
ing. My parents have set up an account for me and have started 
saving, yet I am still nervous. I think it is amazing you have this 
system. Thanks for notifying me! – Izzy Lee

An article I found interesting was “BSGE’s Toy 
Drive a Success.” I find this article interesting 
because I think it was a nice thing to do, to give 
people that can’t afford much a toy or something 
to play with. I think that the children that received 
toys were very happy with what they got. I agree 
with the fact that the Helping Hands decided to do 
this. I think that little things like this can be greatly 
appreciated. I think that the writer did a good job 
with this article because she described the process 
of the toy drive very thoroughly. I think that her 
article was good the way she wrote it and it doesn’t 
need any changes. I think the whole newspaper 
came out to be a success, just like the toy drive and 
the canned food drive.

The article that I liked the best was “Lounge Night Another Suc-
cess.” I went to Lounge Night and I really had a lot of fun. I 
begged and begged my dad to give me permission to go to Lounge 
Night and then the begging finally paid off. I absolutely love mu-
sic and hearing different songs made me have a great time. Ac-
cording to the article, a lot of work was put into the show and 
it really, really did pay off. I became excited and I had a totally 
amazing time that night. It was interesting to see everyone’s tal-
ents come to life on stage. Keep up the fantastic work and I can’t 
wait to see the other issues you have in store!  When I saw how few days of school the US had 

compared to other countries, it was a little unex-
pected, but not completely surprising. As I have 
come to see, the US is incompetent when compared 
to other countries. Having fewer school days does 
not mean that our grades should be lower. I think 
that to have 180 days of school should mean that 
we progress enough to be able to compete with 
other nations with more school days.

I liked the article “Teacher of the Month: Niki Singh” because 
it is interesting to learn about a teacher’s everyday life. When 
you’re a small kid like me, you don’t think about teachers’ lives 
in the part or even their lives outside of work. I think this is kind 
of funny, but you get to see the humane side of teachers. You 
should always put in articles, and do some 7th grade teachers. 
– Noah Beadle  

Great job on the newspaper. I loved how this issue had a really 
cute cartoon on the seventh page. It was really funny and I think 
that you should include more fun things like this. I also noticed 
that this issue had a lot more pictures than the previous one 
and that made the articles more interesting to read. Great job 
on the newspaper and I hope you put in things in the future as 
well. – Yuchen Jin

One page I really enjoyed in Volume 5 was page 
4 which consisted of the articles “The Juniors 
Get Fresh, So So Fresh” and “Be the Best Santa.” I 
thought the names were really catchy and the layout 
was very nice. They caught my eye and I scanned 
the page. It was interesting to know that the signa-
ture on the poster was one that the school had got-
ten in person with him. I thought they had copied 
and pasted it from the Internet. I also didn’t know 
they were filming “Men In Black 3” so close to the 
school. The article “Be the Best Santa” was also very 
helpful because I didn’t know what to get my se-
cret Santa. I also have a question about the “So, So 
Fresh” article: What do they mean when they say a 
“flashback Friday”? And what does that have to do 
with Will Smith?

Thank you for your let-
ters! If you would like to 

send one email us at 
copydesk@thebaccrag.com
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  Monsieur Rajiv’s 8th grade advisory plans to 
help BSGE “go green” by re-establishing the recycling 
program to help out our environment. When asked 
about the situation of BSGE’s recycling ways, the school’s 
French teacher says, “Year after year I have been notic-
ing that we’ve been wasting so much paper to the point 
that it’s disgusting. We’ve been throwing out tons of trash 
bags filled with paper that could be recycled.” Currently, 
most classrooms in our school have blue bins for all our 
papers and a black bin for all our other trash. You may 
also have seen posters hanging up in classrooms explain-
ing ways to recycle. The Helping Hands club has always 
been involved in trying to raise awareness of taking care 
of our planet by organizing yearly trips to Socrates Park 
to clean up which has been going on for the longest time. 
But is that enough?
 “The whole idea started from our advisory book 
talks for summer reading. And a lot of people read the In-
convenient Truth by Al Gore which is about global warm-
ing, so that brought up the topic of how we can help the 
environment and from there Mr. Rajiv told us about how 
BSGE’s recycling program has never really took off, and 
we got inspired” says Emma Nathanson, an 8th grader 
from Rajiv’s advisory.
 The advisory is planning to raise money by hav-
ing fundraisers to get green bins for every classroom to 
put all our cans and plastics into. They have also addressed 
this issue of the need to recycle by drafting letters to the 
teachers asking to participate in this act to get BSGE to 
recycle by getting their advisory to “adopt” a bin. When 
an advisory “adopts” a recycling bin they contribute to 
helping the school, the environment and the adopted bin 
even gets to be named after the advisory. Also, memos for 
the BSGE custodians have been drafted to ask to help out 
by separating the trash bags for different types of trash 
that could be recycled.
 “We waste a lot of paper in school and a lot of 
students don’t care and don’t know how to recycle so it’s 
important that we can teach them” says an anonymous 
8th grader from Rajiv’s advisory. Although school staff 
and money raised and programs for recycling help to save 
our planet, in the end it is up to the youth of our world 
to make the choice.  Planning and organizing is just one 
part, but success depends on the participation of every-
one.

BSGE Goes 
Green LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Lending a 
Hand

GEMS (Girls Educational and Mentor-
ing Services)
GEMS is “the only organization in New York 

State specifically designed to serve girls and young wom-
en who have experienced commercial sexual exploitation 
and domestic trafficking.” (From GEMS website) Their 
vision is to end trafficking and exploitation of children. 
Helping Hands is selling T-Shirts, pins and bracelets read-
ing “Girls are Not For 
Sale”. The T-Shirts cost 
$20 and the bracelets 
and pins are $3 each. 
Approach a Helping 
Hands member for fur-
ther information. 

1.

Blood Drive
February 17th is BSGE’s annual Blood Drive. 
Students must be at least 16 years old, and unless 

17 or older must have parental consent in order 
to participate. Donors must weigh at least 110 lbs 
and must meet other health requirements. Volun-
teers should talk to Peter Wilson for details. 

2.

Pennies for Patients
This program is to raise money for cancer 
and AIDS patients. On average students raise 

about $800-$900 for this program each 
year, but last year BSGE made an usually 
large amount of money at $2,600. Help-
ing Hands representatives have distrib-
uted donation boxes for each advisory. 
The advisory that raises the most money 
wins a pizza and ice cream party. This 
fundraiser ends in mid April. 

3.

Give A Pint, Save a Life
On February 17th, BSGE will host another blood drive throughout the school day. All students 16 and older are 
encouraged to donate blood. The whole process takes about half an hour and includes a quick physical and about 
10-15 minutes of actual donating. Refreshments will be offered afterwards.

Donation Tips
1. Eat food with good 
amounts of iron so that 
you will not be rejected 
during the physical. 
2. Wear a t-shirt or a 
shirt without sleeves. 
3. Drink fluids before and 
after the donation. 
4. Eat well before you do-
nate but avoid fatty foods.

 

Technology like iPads, Kindles, and 
Apple laptops have made their way 
into schools across the country, and 
BSGE may become one of the schools 
that utilize these technologies as well. 
Computer carts filled with Apple 
MacBooks are used often in differ-
ent classes. However, there are some 
schools that use technology to an 
even greater extent in the classroom.  
A New York Times article entitled 
“Math That Moves: Schools Embrace 
the iPad,” pointed out that many 
schools are turning to iPads as al-
ternatives to textbooks, which comes 
with both advantages and disadvan-
tages.  These pros and cons apply to 
BSGE, although the only technology 
now being used are laptops and com-
puters, especially as new technologies 
make their way into the school.
 Right now, the newest tech-
nology students at BSGE use is the 
MacBook, and each computer cart 
contains about 30 laptops. The lap-
tops are used in many different 
classes, as well as for some of BSGE’s 
extracurricular activities. Most stu-
dents find these computers to be very 
useful in school. “I think it makes do-
ing work in class easier and a lot fast-
er,” said Sumin Hoque, a 7th grader. 
BSGE students are happy with how 
accessible the MacBooks are, but that 
might not be true for other kinds of 
devices, like the Apple iPad or Ama-
zon Kindle.
 Many students aren’t sure 
of the advantages of bringing iPads 
and Kindles into the classroom. Ana 
Miljak, a 9th grader, said, “iPads 
shouldn’t be used because they 

would definitely be a dis-
traction. Kindles might be 
okay, because it’s the same 
as reading a book.” Other 
students would miss the 
textbooks and paper that 
they have been used to 
seeing in school everyday. 
Taro Shima, an 8th grad-
er, said, “I prefer textbooks 
because I’m used to them. 
I think the small gadgets 
would be easy to lose.” 
Even though they might 
seem interesting, there 
are many things to think 
of before using iPads and 
Kindles for educational 
purposes.  
 There are clear 
benefits to using these new devices 
in school.  Apart from being engag-
ing, students can see how they can be 
useful. Andrea Joseph, a 10th grader, 
said, “I think iPads and Kindles are 
perfectly fine in school. It would keep 
a lot of students focused, like if  they 
listen to music while working on 
their assignments.”  iPads have thou-
sands of educational apps, and about 
a thousand are free.  Kindles, on the 
other hand, are devices that can hold 
thousands of e-books. The amount 
of technology that children and teens 
are exposed to can make iPads and 
Kindles very useful tools in the class-
room.
 Ms. Kumar, the 9th and 
11th grade English teacher, has 
raised money to buy a Kindle for her 
advisory. She said, “I love to hold tra-
ditional books, and I find the idea of 
books disappearing scary. However, I 
feel that I can get students interested 

in reading by using a Kindle.” Ms. 
Kumar also sees a lot of advantages 
to owning a Kindle. “We have an is-
sue with storing books because we 
don’t have an advisory library. This 
is a portable device that holds lots of 
books.” Ms. Kumar is waiting to see 
if  the Kindle will be a success in her 
advisory. She hopes that if  it works, 
other advisories might want to try 
the reading device. 
 Even though stories are 
popping up everywhere about iPads 
and Kindles appearing in schools, not 
much is known about how successful 
they are, in terms of being used in the 
classroom. There are pros and cons 
of the technology, but nobody re-
ally knows which one outweighs the 
other. Teachers and students might 
be tempted to try using the devices in 
the classroom, and the rest will have 
to wait and see. 

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

Schools Use Techonology 
More and More

“I did not eat before I did the donation 
so I felt pretty woozy. But it was okay 
because they gave me oatmeal and raisin 
cookies.”- Kristopher Kesoglides ‘11

“It was exciting and 
made me feel good 
about myself.”- Na-
than Nikolic ‘11

When I saw the needle I 
thought I was going to die 
but then I remembered that 
it was for a good cause and 
I toughed it out.”- Joanna 
Choinska ‘12

Students at the 2011 Winter Benefit Concert.
Photo courtesy ofAbdel Berraha
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 January 2011 was the 
snowiest January in New York City’s 
history, with 36 inches of snowfall 
in total. New Yorkers have been hit 
with a mixture of sleet, rain, snow, 
thunder snow, and everything in be-
tween. It’s been a tough winter, and 
most NYC public school students can 
agree that one of the few things that 
make it worth while are snow days. 
It’s an entire day to sleep in, have 
snowball fights, go sledding or as 
typical of a BSGE student, catch up 
on work.
 The January 12th snow storm 
dropped about 9 inches on New York 
City, and though expectations where 
high for a snow day, public schools 
remained open. The majority of NYC 
students declared an unofficial snow 
day, despite Mayor Bloomberg’s de-
cision, with only 46% of students 
arriving at school that day. At BSGE, 
64% of students showed up. Joleyne 
Herrera ’15 walked to school that 
day. “It was easy,” she commented, 

“I walk to school 
every day, so it’s a 
thing I’m used to.” 
Other students 
didn’t have such 
an easy commute, 
and of those who 
did show up, 22 
arrived late. Shov-
eling snow and re-
leasing cars from 
the snow played a 
major role. Sub-
ways and bus-
ses were reported to be running on 
schedule, a major improvement from 
the December blizzard that left the 
city at a standstill for days. 
 On January 27th, a little 
over two weeks after New York City 
had its unofficial snow day; There 
was an overnight snowfall of 19 
inches, resulting in a snow day for the 
city’s schools. This time, the cleanup 
was much faster, and students were 
able to spend the day sledding. This 
was the 6th snow day in the past 25 

years.
 Again on February 2nd, 
NYC was hit with not snow, but ice. 
Although there was no snow day an-
nounced, 46 BSGE students (11% of 
the school) decided to stay home to 
avoid slipping. Although there was 
no snow, it was reported that about 
a quarter inch of ice covered the 
streets. Ironically, on the very same 
day, the famous groundhog Punx-
sutawney Phil predicted an early 
spring.  

Year Starts With Snow
MICHELLE NATANZON‘15

 As many of you 
may have noticed, BSGE 
can no longer afford to 
have as many teachers as it 
has had in past years. One 
of the teachers we have 
lost due to budget cuts is 
Dr. David Mandler, who 
originally taught BSGE’s 
10th graders. 
After leaving at 
the end of last 
year, he took a 
position as an 
English teach-
er for 9th and 
10th graders 
at Stuyvesant 
High School, 
one of New 
York City’s 
s p e c i a l i z e d 
high schools. 
He says his 
experiences at 
Stuy are sig-
nificantly dif-
ferent from those at BSGE. 
In many ways, Dr. Man-
dler’s experiences at Stuy 
reaffirm that our small 
community and family-
like atmosphere are char-
acteristics to be proud of. 
At the same time, there are 
some benefits to going to a 
school where each grade 
has more than 850 stu-
dents and there is not as 
much close interaction as 
at BSGE. However, it is evi-
dent that whether they are 
disadvantages or advan-
tages, there are certainly 
significant differences be-
tween academic and social 
experiences at BSGE and 
schools like Stuy. 
 For instance, at 
BSGE, Dr. Mandler taught 
10th graders books like 
Dracula, Great Expecta-
tions, Siddhartha, Tartuffe, 
and a variety of short sto-
ries. Tenth grade students 
at Stuyvesant take a class 
on Classical Literature, 
which includes works like 
Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, 
Three Tragedies by Sopho-
cles, Homer’s The Odyssey, 
and The Clouds by Aristo-
phanes. Not only does Dr. 
Mandler teach more so-
phisticated literature, but 
he also teaches many more 
students. Compared to the 
60-70 students he taught 
every year at BSGE, he 
teaches about 140 students 
at Stuy. He has a greater 
teaching load as well, with 
five 41-minute classes ev-
ery day as opposed to the 
two or three 70-minute 
periods he taught at BSGE. 
Due to disparity in the time 
he spends with his stu-
dents, his teaching meth-
ods are also quite different. 
He says that these short-
ened class periods rid him 
of his “ability to prepare 
students—through dis-

cussions and small group 
work—for close read-
ing.” Even outside of class, 
Stuyvesant students do not 
spend much time inter-
acting with their teacher, 
which is certainly different 
from BSGE’s environment. 
 A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
teacher-student relation-

ships are much more “for-
mal…mainly because of 
the difference in the size of 
the two schools,” says Dr. 
Mandler. He also adds that 
he has only been able to 
develop a few relationships 
similar to those at BSGE. 
Even more so, interaction 
among teachers is also 
quite different because it is 
“extremely limited.” Com-
pared to the total of 5 Eng-
lish teachers at BSGE, there 
are about 30 that are a part 
of Stuy’s English depart-
ment, which means that it 
is rare to regularly inter-
act with many teachers. At 
BSGE, teachers frequently 
interact with one another 
and with the principal. At 
Stuyvesant, however, Dr. 
Mandler says he has only 
met the principal once or 
twice. 
 Despite such aca-
demic and social differ-
ences, however, Mandler 
states that “BSGE offers a 
wonderful education to 
students” and that BSGE 
students should feel “glad 
to have such a nurturing 
environment.” Stuyvesant 
offers, Dr. Mandler admits, 
a myriad of class choices, 
compared to the few at 
BSGE. However, at the same 
time, Stuyvesant has also 
been hit hard by budget 
cuts. The technology and 
art departments at Stuyves-
ant are slowly diminish-
ing as more emphasis is 
put on mathematics and 
the sciences. Dr. Mandler 
adds that despite Stuy’s 
academic focus, it still has 
impressive extracurricular 
offerings. Despite all these 
particulars, however, Dr. 
Mandler evidently misses 
BSGE, especially the Xerox 
machine, which he claims 
“is by far superior to what 
Stuyvesant has.”

Dr. Mandler’s 
Experience at 
Stuy
SIMRAN VAZIRANI ‘11

BSGE’S Humble Beginnings:
The Story of the early days of BSGE
by Izzy Lee ‘16
 BSGE has come a long way 
from its modest beginnings in the 
basement of Robert F Wagner High 
School. When starting out we were 
a small student body of only two 
grades, 7th and 9th, and worked in 
a rented space with uninhabitable 
facilities and working areas.After ad-
vancing to our current building, we 
now have advanced to the school we 
love today with over 400 students, 
our own school building, 6 grades 
and excellent curriculum.  
 A lot of effort is needed to 
build and stabilize a school. Accord-
ing to BSGE teachers who have been 
here since the beginning, one of the 
most important things in this school, 
which was also the hardest to ad-
vance with as the school grew, was 
the IB program. The IB program is 
one of the main things that makes our 
school one of the best in the country 
.The IB program is an immense focus 
for the staff as well as an appealing 
factor for prospective colleges.
 The IB program took a lot of 
concentration for all the teachers to 

learn its workings. Ms. Shen tells us 
that the IB program was the “hardest 
thing to learn” when she came her 
and that “the most significant thing is 
the IB system, but you kind of have to 
practice that and I think a lot of kids 
were worried they were being used as 
guinea pigs for the first year. I think 
whats really good is that now we 
understand the IB and organize our 
classes around it”. Before discover-
ing the IB program and learning how 
to weave it into everyday classes, Ms. 
Shen taught in an elementary located 
in Chinatown. It was rated between 
the top five and top ten schools in the 
city for their high grade levels and 
teaching methods, with over 1000 
students. Then she heard through 
a friend that the principal of BSGE 
at the time, Bill Stroud, was looking 
for a Chinese teacher a week before 
BSGE was supposed to open its doors, 
for its first year at the old facility. Af-
ter handing in her resume and going 
to an interview she was hired. She 
enjoys teaching here and loves the 
attitude of the students.

 Linda Ellman, a Humanities 
teacher, also got into this school by 
sending in her resume and taking a 
interview. She was close friends with 
Mr.Stroud who convinced her to 
leave her old job in a school she used 
to work in, and come to BSGE. Linda 
explains, “I think the kids are terrific. 
I think there is a lot of hard working 
people who take school seriously.”
 Most said that one of the 
things they like best about this school 
is the students’ determination to get 
their work done as soon as possible.
 Even though this build-
ing was a nice upgrade from the old 
space that BSGE started in, teach-
ers still complained that the current 
building did not have enough class-
rooms and are too cramped. The fact 
that the school building is a renovat-
ed old factory means the rooms are 
small and awkward. Linda says that 
the biggest problem is the facilities 
and there aren’t enough classrooms.  

“At the same time, 
there are some ben-
efits to going to a 
school where each 

grade has more than 
850 students and 

there is not as much 
close interaction...”
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Senioritis Can Have Consequences:

 Warning: there 
has been a sudden in-
crease in seniors struck 
with “senioritis.” It is an 
extremely debilitating and 
contagious disease. Those 
sick report a total loss of 
all willpower and say they 
spend afternoons relaxing 
with friends, watching TV, 
or sleeping instead of do-
ing homework. “It’s horri-
ble,” says Hannah McFad-
den, “I come home from 
school everyday and it feels 
like we’re on a break.” The 
most dangerous part of the 
disease: seniors are con-
vinced that the relaxation 
is well deserved. 
 And it most cer-
tainly is. From the begin-
ning of junior year to the 
end of the first semester 
of senior year, students 
are plagued with stress, 
pressure, work, and fear. 
Burned out from the men-
tal strain, second semes-
ter seems like an escape. 
Describing the senioritis 
mindset, Hannah McFad-
den continues, “showing 
up to class without my 
homework doesn’t seem 
like such a bad thing any-

more, whereas last year I’d 
never have done that.” This 
attitude can end in tragedy. 
 Every year, col-
leges warn that acceptance 
into their schools are con-
ditional. The idea that ad-
mission can be rescinded 
sounds like the ultimate, 
cruel myth, designed only 
to add more stress. It is, 
however, far from myth. 
 After being sent 
the “Final School Report,” 
which includes the grades 
from second semester, col-
leges scour through the 
numbers to ensure that 
they still want the students 
that they said “yes” to. 
Schools rescind admission 
for multiple reasons. Stu-
dents who get arrested or 
suspended, students who 
let their grades drop, or 
students who fail to grad-
uate will all be at risk for 
losing their spots. 
 Some schools, like 
the University of Washing-
ton, will call students and 
simply say something along 
the lines of “sorry but you 
are no longer invited to at-
tend.” Other schools, like 
Franklin & Marshall, give 
students a chance to ex-
plain. Unfortunately, the 
CDC does not recognize 

“senioritis” as 
an official dis-
ease and thus, 
it is not a suf-
ficient excuse. 
 Some-
times students 
don’t know that 
their admis-
sions have been 
rescinded until 
August because 
the reports 
take a while to 
process. This is 
well after stu-
dents have rejected offers 
from other schools and 
have paid the tuition and 
housing deposits.
 No one really 
knows how much of a drop 
in grades is too much. Ac-
cording to the Washington 
Post, a student who gets 
all sixes and some fives 
and then drops to mostly 
fives and one or two fours 
should be okay. If  the same 
student drops to all fours 
and a few threes, there 
could be a problem. But it 
depends on the school and 
on the admissions officer. 
 Arguing that three 
and a half years are proof 
enough of a student’s ca-
pabilities, Kristopher Ke-

soglides thinks the threat 
is unfair. “Obviously we 
have to attempt to get de-
cent grades,” he says. But 
Kristopher also insists that 
remaining consistent is un-
realistic and not grounds 
for rescinding admission. 
 Mr. Ted Spen-
cer, director of admis-
sions at the University of 
Michigan, in the New York 
Times, argues that some 
students “are not yet ready 
to undertake the demand-
ing and competitive pro-
grams offered.” Like the 
University of Michigan, 
most schools have long 
waitlists and easily replace 
the slackers with students 
who overcame senioritis.

Colleges May Take Back That Acceptance Letter
Another reason to defeat senioritis 
is the IB diploma. BSGE students 
seem to forget that come May they 
will be taking five IB exams. The 

second semester is mostly devoted to 
preparing students for these exams. 
Anyone that slacks off is at great 

risk for not receiving the diploma. 
This is perhaps less terrifying than 

losing admission is but it means that 
two years of hard work, 150 CAS 

hours, the Extended Essay, and all 
college credits go down the drain. 

JOLIJT 
TAMANAHA ‘11The Bacc Rag’s resident experts on senioritis, them-

selves victims of the disease, recommend the follow-
ing treatment:
1. Write “I Want to Go to College” on a piece of paper 
and tape it up somewhere where you’ll see it.
2. Give yourself a break every now and then. Go out 
with friends, watch that movie you want to see or go 
on Facebook. But set a time limit.
3. Punish yourself with a stern lecture about being 
disappointed if  you don’t stick to that time limit. Esca-
late the punishment if  behavior continues.
4. Tell yourself that it is only five more months and 
then you’ll have the summer to relax.
5. Tell yourself that if  you don’t do well you’ll be 
spending the summer crying not relaxing.
6. Think about that cute college hoodie and how de-
pressing it will be to wear it if  your admission gets 
rescinded.
7. Make a to-do list and eat a cookie, or a grilled cheese 
sandwich, every time you get to cross one item off.
8. Have a good time. By now you should have strong 
time management skills. Use them.

Ways To Beat 
Senioritis

Things To Do While 
Waiting for College  
Decision Letters
1. Cry alone in your room
2. Make sure your colleges have all of the elements of 
your application by calling them
3. Keep up your grades in school
4. Enjoy the rest of your senior year !
5. Schedule interviews with colleges
6. Get a job (to pay for your tuition!)
7. Visit campuses
8. Open a knitting club in your school

 The weekend of January 
21st was an exciting one for the 
senior class. The anticipation of 
staying three days and two nights 
in the Catskills started in October 
when the grade received a list of 
activities available to them at the 
resort. Even though there was 
an IB historical investigation and 
Math SL portfolio due the same 
morning, students all managed to 
squeeze in time to pack the night 
before. The coach bus was filled 
with sleeping seniors right until 
the vehicle pulled up in front of 
the hotel. Then cheering erupt-
ed. 
 Frank Sinatra High 
School and Cardozo High School 
joined BSGE for the weekend. 
After check-in, people dashed 
down to the unlimited snack bar, 
waited anxiously for the pool to 
open and started to explore the 
premises. All of the BSGEer’s 
jumping into the pool at once 
was an amazing sight. On Friday 
night, there was a delicious din-
ner buffet with the grade’s new 

favorite drink. “Yellow! Yellow 
Yellow!” was heard all over the 
Honor’s Haven Resort’s dining 
hall as Michael McGuire held up 
the pitcher of “awesomeness.” 
You know BSGE is a family when 
the students all start to cheer and 
fist pump over the drink while 
all of the other schools simply 
stared back at them. After dinner, 
most of the grade participated in 
karaoke, singing along to “Stacy’s 
Mom” and “Build Me Up Butter-
cup.” Virge Ramos rocked out on 
stage as well. Girls rushed back 
to their rooms to change soon 
after karaoke, as the dance party 
lasted from 9pm to1am, where a 
DJ played a fun mix of modern 
music and throwbacks. The first 
night ended with relay races in 
the hallway until 2 AM.  
 Breakfast was served the 
next morning bright and early. 
People had the choice to go skiing, 
snowboarding or roller skating 
for the day. After lunch, huge in-
flatable carnival obstacle courses 
were set up. Many competi-
tions and relay races were held- 

C h r i s t i n a 
McEachern 
vs. Crystal 
M c E a c h -
ern, Mc-
Fadden vs. 
M c G u i r e 
and Virge 
vs. Vanessa. 
A scaven-
ger hunt 
around the 
hotel led 
to dinner 
which was 
f o l l o w e d 
by a talent 
show. BSGE 
wanted to 
show off its 
talent just 
like Frank 
Sinatra by 
dancing on 
stage to Candy Shop. Another 
dance party was held at night 
along with an ice cream sundae 
party. 
 The next morning held 

an early wake up call as well, 
starting with breakfast and 
paintballing. Frank Sinatra and 
BSGE trekked a distance in the 
snow to the woods all geared up 
in army suits and goggles ready 

to shoot. Ugg boots were ruined, 
hands turned numb and Frank 
Sinatra won most of the games, 
but this did not stop BSGE from 
having an amazing paintballing 
experience. Lunchtime came 
soon after and as BSGE gorged 
the food down, the coach buses 
arrived at the hotel, ready for us 
to load our bags underneath. 
 Waving goodbye to 
Honor’s Haven Resort and Spa 
was hard.  Whether it was ski-
ing/snowboarding, rollerskat-
ing, paintballing, the inflatable 
carnival or singing at the tops 
of our lungs at one in the morn-
ing, everyone had a blast. The 
BSGE class of 2011 is more than 
a group of teenagers; Vanessa 
could not have described it better 
than when she said “This isn’t a 
senior trip...this is a BSGE family 
vacation”.

AMY AUGELLO ‘11
The Class of 2011’s Senior Trip

Students in the pool at the Honors Haven  Resort. Photo credit: Natalie Alfarhan

Left: Students sing  at karaoke. Below: Students have their bags 
checked before leaving. Photo credit: Hannah McFadden



If you were to be on a stranded 
island with one BSGE teacher 
who would it be and why? 
Virge because Virge would 
keep me alive. Because if  I 
was stranded with Ms. You or 
Adam, we’d collectively starve 
to death.
It sounds like you have experi-
ence with that. 
With Virge keeping me alive. 
Yeah, absolutely. 

If you were stuck in a room 
for 48 hours and you had to 
bring two movies but you had 
to watch them over and over 
again, what two movies would 
you bring?
That is a good question. Two 
movies to watch over and 
over… Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off because it would make me 

laugh over and over again. And 
then something really compli-
cated that each time I’d watch 
it I’d get something out of it. 
Probably Momento because I’ve 
only seen that once. 

When you were really little, 
what did you want to be? 
I wanted to be an astronomer 
and then I wanted to be a spe-
lunker, which is a person that 
explores caves, and then I want-
ed to be an astronaut. And then 
I discovered that all of those 
things involve math.
So you were an adventure child? 
Yup, yup. 
And then you became a teacher. 
Teaching is an adventure every-
day. 
Really?
Yes, you may have this plan of 
what’s going to happen and 
half the time it doesn’t happen 
the way you plan or it goes the 
way you wanted to go but you 

couldn’t really fully visualize 
what the actual end result was 
going to be. So everyday is dif-
ferent.

If you had to give advice to a 
teacher what would it be?
To a new teacher?
Yeah.
To be super patient with your-
self because you’re going to 
feel like an idiot everyday for 
the first two or three years. Be-
cause you’re doing stuff and 
you kind of don’t know exactly 
why you’re doing what you’re 
doing. You think you know why 
and then you get through it and 
you get to the other side and it’s 
like “that just didn’t work, that 
was just dumb.” In my first year 
I was just like “Oh yeah, go read 
a chapter of Norton as a home-
work assignment.”
And that just didn’t work?
You’ve read Norton. A chapter 
of Norton, you gotta be joking 

me. But you don’t 
figure that out un-
til you do it. 

What do you re-
ally not like that 
students do? 
Fall asleep. Rou-
tinely. Everybody 
has the day where 
they stayed up to 
late to get stuff 
done  and whatev-
er. But on a routine 
basis, fall asleep, 
not respond, be 
completely dis-
interested. That’s 
beyond annoy-
ing. Because not 
everything’s super interesting 
to everybody but I think there’s 
something in history. 

What do you waste your time 
doing?
I waste most Sundays, between 

September and February 
watching Football. 

So are you a Giants fan or 
Jets fan?
I am not from New York. 
I’m a Redskins fan. 
Can I publish that?
Oh absolutely. Absolutely. 
You can publish the fact 
that I loathe just about all 
New York teams. I love 
New York. I loathe New 
York teams. 
Did you ever play football?
Touch football…badly. 
Badly? 
Yea I’m not good at playing 
sports. 
Did you grow up watching 
football?
Yup. 
With your family? 
Yup with my mom. Who 
I discovered… sometime 
during college I was home 
over break and she asked 
me this question that made 
me realize she had no idea 
the actual rules of football. 
Football is just popular in 
DC, the Redskins are re-
ally popular, when I was a 
kid they were really good 
and so we just watched the 
Redskins game every week. 
And she had no idea what 
the rules of the game re-
ally were. The good guys 
won or the bad guys lost 
and whatever. 

What was growing up in 
DC like? 
I grew up in Maryland in 
the suburbs. So suburbia… 
blah… kind of boring 
place to be as a teenager. 
Where you hang out is 
the mall and Denny’s was 
open all night… you could 
hang out there… hang out 
in somebody’s basement… 
the parking lot of the mall. 
Not much to do. But it was 

fine.
The seniors all hang out here so 
clearly there’s not that much to 
do here either.
Well it’s funny because I was in 
the mall at Columbus Circle in 
Manhattan. I was there on Mon-
day and I was just killing time 
waiting for a friend of mine and 
so it was four o’clock and I was 
in the Borders and there was 
a bunch of kids hanging out 
there. In New York City… on a 
cold day… where do you hang 
out? Starbucks was full, that’s 
why I was in the mall…I’m 
hanging out in the mall with 
teenagers!

If you had to choose between 
licking a homeless man’s foot 
and eating freshly spit gum off 
the sidewalk, which one and 
why?
Freshly spit gum everyday, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Be-
cause I don’t touch strangers. 
Period. Doesn’t matter whose 
foot. 
But you don’t know whose gum 
that is and what was on the 
ground where it fell.
Yea I know but I’m not that 
stressed about germs. 
So what about a homeless man’s 
foot… is it just that fact that 
he’s a stranger? 
It’s the foot. 
So you wouldn’t lick my foot 
even though I’m not a stranger? 
Right. 
Even if I just washed it?
Right.
That’s weird. You would pick 
up the gum over licking my just 
washed foot? 
Mmm hmm.
That’s so weird!
I didn’t say I wasn’t.
I feel a little self-conscious 
about my foot now. 
You shouldn’t.
I guess it’s everyone’s foot. 
Would you lick your foot in-
stead of the gum?
Sure because I’d be proud of 
myself for being able to lick my 
foot. Which I can’t do. So if  I 
could I’d lick my foot everyday 
over any other options. Then I’d 
be flexible again.
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Teacher of Month:
Ms. Jennifer Dikes

STEPHANIE 
ARISTAKESIAN ‘11

AND JOLIJT
TAMANAHA ‘11 

Ms. Dikes on a trip in Peru.

“I wanted to be an 
astronomer and 

then I wanted to be 
a spelunker, which 
is a person that ex-
plores caves, and 

then I wanted to be 
an astronaut.”
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 How far will one go to ostracize a spe-
cific ethnic group? Even though all people have 
the same human rights, there is still prejudice 
and racism against cultures present in the world 
today. Many individuals do not favor bilinguism 
because they think having a diverse amount of 
languages weaken the American identity and 
create separations in society. Drastic actions are 
taken by employers and people who are strictly 
set against various spoken languages and differ-
ent cultures in order to target ethnic groups all 
over the country.
 In December 2010, a hospital in Califor-
nia began to prohibit its Filipino workers from 
speaking Tagalog and other Filipino languages 
while at work. However, the hospital employers 
did not ban workers from speaking Spanish or 
Hindi. In August 2006, workers at the hospital  
were warned that spy cameras would be placed 
around their work area to monitor them in order 
to make sure they did not speak their native lan-
guage. These workers were not allowed to speak 
Tagalog during break either. Because of these 
surveillance cameras, the workers constantly 
worried that they would be approached by their 
employers and get into trouble. This discrimina-
tion has created a hostile environment in the hos-
pital for the Filipinos. 
 The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) is in charge of enforcing 
federal laws that make it illegal to discriminate 
against an employee because of their ethnic 
background. The EEOC has had to get involved in 
acts of discrimination taking place in California’s 
San Joaquin Valley. Anna Park, attourney of the 
EEOC, says that there has been an “increase in 
complaints alleging discrimination based on na-
tional origin amid a ride in anti-immigrant senti-
ment.” 
 Organizations try to do whatever they 
possibly can to fight for the rights of ethnic 
groups in their workplaces. It is the EEOC and 
other groups’ responsibilites to take care of prej-
udice actions like these. Even though people are 
trying to put an end to this racist behavior, it is 
still going on in the world today.

Comment on the 
Real World:
Targeting Ethnic 
Groups AMY AUGELLO ‘11

 The culture and 
expectations at BSGE cause 
both teachers and students 
to have stressful lifestyles.  
In this type of environ-
ment, it is important for 
people to have good ways 
to deal with stress. We are 
very familiar with how 
students deal with stress 
but how do teachers at 
BSGE deal with it?
 While teaching 
numerous classes, drawing 
up lesson plans, meeting 

deadlines, attending meet-
ings numerous meetings, 
all while trying to have a 
life outside of school, stress 
tends to build up. However, 
teachers have their own 
special ways of releas-
ing this tension and stress.  
Ms. Jackson, the yoga and 
health teacher, enjoys, “A 
bit of yoga,” to release her 
tension.  
 Ms. Jackson seems 
like one of the coolest, most 
relaxed teachers in our 
school and this is because 
she has her own tricks to 
keep the classroom rela-

tively stress free. Some of 
these tricks include keep-
ing the yoga studio nice and 
organized by placing yoga 
mats, straps and blankets 
in the correct containers 
and going over classroom 
rules repeatedly.
            Ms. Nikkolos, BSGE’s 
only Music teacher, likes to 
relieve her stress by, “Liv-
ing in the moment and 
not spending time think-
ing about the past and or 
the future.” This helps her 
keep focused on the task 
currently at hand. Similar 
to Ms .Jackson, Ms. Nik-

kolos likes to keep an orga-
nized classroom.  She does 
this by asking students to 
put away their instruments 
neatly after rehearsal. Ask-
ing students to follow her 
rule by picking up any 
garbage or trash off the 
floor and paying attention 
so her stress level.  Mr. Las-
kowski, the 7th grade and 
9th grade Science teacher, 
takes a different approach.  
He relieves his classroom 
stress by going to a gym 
and playing basketball and 
other forms of exercise.  

Teachers and Stress
HANAKO 

MONTGOMERY ‘16 
ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16

 When it comes to 
a problem, BSGE’s Guidance 
Counselor, Tim David-Lang 
is there to find the solution. 
When he thinks about his 
job, he really seems to like 
it. Tim explains, “I do like 
my job, most days I feel like 
there’s some interaction 
that has been meaningful 
or purposeful.”  He plays 
many important roles in this 
school like, the counseling 
work, admissions work, and 
other administrative work.
 Tim believes that 
BSGE is a positive school. 
He explains, “I think chil-
dren and adults who are 
here want to be here and 
that makes a school a good 
school. People here focus 

and do what they’re sup-
posed to do which makes it 
a great school.” However, 
he is still getting used to his 
job.   
 Before coming to 
BSGE, Tim had plenty of 
experience as a Guidance 
Counselor and a Teacher as 
well.  Not only has he worked 
here, but he also worked in 
other schools. Tim states, 
“This is my fourth year here 
and I worked at a different 
high school in Manhattan 
for four years as a guidance 
counselor and a teacher 
since 1994.”   
 In addition to 
working in a few different 
jobs before coming to BSGE, 
Tim has lived in a few dif-
ferent cities as well.  Tim 
grew up in New Orleans, 

and spent time in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island for 
college.  He spent time 
in Barcelona, Spain for 
two years as well before 
eventually moving to 
New York for graduate 
school and work.  Out-
side of school, Tim enjoys 
reading a wide variety of 
novels and running in his 
spare time.  He is an avid 
New Orleans Saints fan 
who was very satisfied 
seeing them win the Super 
Bowl last season.  He also 
has a pet hamster named 
“Sammy.”
 When Tim was 
growing up, he was someone 
who didn’t think about his 
future career.  He clarifies, 
“ I don’t remember thinking 
about a job…I just imagined 

myself helping others and I 
never really focused on my 
future.”  Being a Guidance 
Counselor at BSGE is a role 
that fits his desire to help 
others well. Overall, we are 
all thankful for having him 
as guidance counselor be-
cause of his contributions 
to this school. 

Got Guidance?
RAKIA ISLAM ‘16 AND 

WINNIE SHEN ‘16
“Before coming to 
BSGE, Tim had 
plenty of experi-
ence as a Guid-
ance Counselor 

and a Teacher as 
well.”

 The B.S.G.E. student led 
Math Club is up and running. The 
Math Club meets every Thursday 
after sixth period between 3:15 to 
4:00 and has around 20 students 
who attend who share one thing in 
common: Their love for math! What 
makes this Math Club so amazing is 
the fact that the club is entirely stu-
dent run and has been so for the last 
6 years of its existence. 
 Individuals who partake in 
the weekly meetings do it at their 
own expense and there is no penal-
izing teacher at the other end of the 
relationship if  they do not show. 
“The class is very laid back but at the 
same time we try to be productive,” 
says Simran Vazirani, a senior, and 
the president of the Math Club.  The 
meetings are set up also completely 

by the choice of the students who at-
tended them. Students bring in prob-
lems they have found online that they 
think are interesting and at the meet-
ings all the individuals work together 
to solve them. Sometimes the meet-
ings stride away from conventional 
mathematics and students play math 
games. 
 All the works that takes place 
in the meetings does not happen for 
nothing. On February 8, 2011 the 
20 or students in the Math Club that 
includes one eighth grader and one 
sophomore participated in the AMC 
or American Mathematics Competi-
tion, a well renowned competition 
that is in a test like format and lasts 
75 minutes with 25 question and NO 
calculators allowed.  They also par-
take in a monthly challenge called the 
New York State Math League Contest, 

w h i c h 
is easier 
than the 
A M C .  
This up-
coming 
M a r c h 
5th they 
will at-
t e n d 
in the 

Moody’s Mega Math Challenge Com-
petition which is a 14 hour competi-
tion that takes place on a Saturday 
morning where individuals are bro-
ken up into two teams of five and 
compete with some 200+ schools 
across the east coast. Juniors and se-
niors can only partake and outside 
research must be done to answer the 
problem.  Talk about math passion.
 The math club doesn’t just 
benefit the people who partake in 
the meetings but also recently has 
made its mark on the student body 
as a whole. Jim Napolitano, the 12th 
Math teacher and the advisor for 
the Math Club says, “the club has 
not only been beneficial for the stu-
dents who attend but also has ben-
efitted the student body as a whole 
through this tutoring program that is 
made possible by the students in the 
math club.” Students in their junior 
and senior years help students in the 
younger grades in math. This student 
on student interaction strays away 
from the help that comes from sixth 
period and this new level of commu-
nication between students.
 “Anyone can join the math 
club as long as you are passionate 
about it”, says Mr. Napolitano. So 
if  you really like math and want to 
pursue it outside of school the Math 
Club is the place to go. 

Mathletes At BSGE
SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

Valentine’s 
Day

NELLY LIN ‘15

Flowers: Flowers represent many 
different things. Each flower has 
a hidden message. Giving some-
one flowers on Valentines Day 
would definitely brighten their 
day, especially roses meaning “I 
love you!”

Chocolate: Chocolates are sweet and delicious. Getting 
someone chocolates in the shape of a heart would repre-
sent that they are sweet hearts. But remember, don’t get 
the cheap kind of chocolate, get Godiva chocolate!
CD: A mix of romantic songs on a CD to show how much 
you care. They can bring it with them wherever they go 
and listen to what you have to say even when they aren’t 
close. Saying “I love you!” every time you listen to it.

Huge Teddy Bear: Teddy bears 
are cute and cuddly. Get some-
one a cute teddy bear holding a 
heart with “I love you!” on the 
heart! You can also record your 
own message and it can be heard 
anytime anywhere showing love.

Candy Rings: Too young to 
get married? Don’t worry! 
Propose to your valentine 
with a Ring Pop- a sweet 
and delicious gift!
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The Buzz:
What is the best gift to give a 
valentine?

Jude Chua ‘13 “Flowers and chocolate.”

 Jordan Merizalde ‘14 (right) “If you have the money, 
jewelry.”

Aidan Hernandez ‘13 “A big, BIG chocolate bar.”

Max Fischman ‘15 (right) “Myself.”

BSGE Lady Sting Softball will be starting its fifth season at PSAL. Last year’s season was BSGE’s first season out of the 
developmental league. BSGE held its own as a first year division team with a 6-8 record. This season looks optimistic 
since Lady Sting will enter with a good balance of fresh and experienced talent. If  you would like to come support the 
team the game schedule is posted below.

Lady Sting Softball Season Starts

The Ultimate 
BSGE Crossword
Find the answers to this crossword by looking around the school 
building, by asking your fellow BSGEers and by flipping through 
this issue of The BACC Rag. Good luck! Spaces or lines represent 
words.
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