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TAHMID ZAWAD ‘14
The beginning of the 
school year started off with 
some bittersweet reactions 
from the 10th graders. On 
the 3rd day of school at the 
beginning of 1st period, 
many students were con-
fused when they reached 
their 1st period class and 
found out that their class’ 
schedule had suppos-
edly been switched. The 
sophomores were informed 
about this unexpected 
change. 
The students who had tak-
en Spanish for 4 years and 
the students 
who took Span-
ish for 2 years 
were assigned 
to the “incor-
rect teachers.” 
Due to this, the 
schedules had 
to be switched. Considering 
that 3 days into the school 
year had already passed, 
and many students had 
their supplies ready for 
their current classes and it 
caused much disappoint-
ment among the many 
of the 10th graders due 
to the fact that they were 
assigned to new teachers 
with different require-
ments for supplies and 
what not. Preparation was 

a key factor during this 
chaotic situation.
Also, every year new 9th 
graders come into BSGE, 
they have to make a new 
stream in which the older 
students are separated into 
2 streams while a new 
stream is made for the new 
students. Many of the new 
kids needed to be assigned 
a Foreign Language class 
based on staff availability, 
many returning students 
switched from 3rd year 
French to 1st year Spanish. 
This made many studentss 
and parents unhappy.    

An-
other 
change 
that 
was 
made 
this 
year, 
which 

really didn’t have any ef-
fect on the schedule switch, 
was that instead of having 
period’s 3a & 3b, we now 
have periods 3 and 4. Due 
to this “minor tweak” 
we now call it 8th period 
instead of 6th period. Ms. 
Johnson assured that this 
change was made so that 
our school’s schedule aligns 
with the DOE system.  

BSGE Class of 2011 Receives a Record 
Number of IB Diplomas

A Topsy-Turvy 
Start

BSGE’s Class of 2011 received a 
school record 36 IB Diplomas last 
year.  Of the 64 students who grad-
uated in 2011, 55 were IB Diploma 
candidates and 36 students received 
enough points to earn the full IB 
diploma, a major achievement for 
the students and the school.  “They 
worked together to support each 
other in the gauntlet of senior year 
and the IB exam process.  Hopeful-
ly this will continue to benefit them 
in their college years” said 12th 
grade IB History of the Americas 
teacher and Diploma coordinator, 
Ms. Jennifer Dikes.  
 In addition to their hard 
work, Ms. Connie You, 10th and 
11th grade English teacher, identi-
fied their personal qualities and 
group dynamics as reasons for their 
success.  “The factors that pulled 
them through were the strength of 
their personalities and their rela-
tionships with each other.  That 

accounts for the level of their suc-
cess,” said Ms. You.
 In order to receive the IB 
Diploma, a candidate must have 
met the various requirements, the 
first being 
CAS hours. 
All stu-
dents must 
complete 
a total of 
150 hours of Creativity, Action, 
and Service. There are also sev-
eral Internal Assessments (graded 
by BSGE teachers) that must be 
completed in order to sit for the 
exams. Along with these pre-
requisites, students must also meet 
certain point distribution require-
ments on their exams and complete 
the Extended Essay and Theory of 
Knowledge Essay.
 Additionally, all 64 
students who graduated were 
admitted to and went on to attend 

4 year colleges, a BSGE first.  “It 
was our most successful year in 
regards to college admissions 
and set a new standard for com-
ing graduating classes,” said Peter 

Wilson, BSGE’s 
College Counselor 
and Community 
Service Coordina-
tor.  Students also 
sent out a record 

number of applications, averag-
ing between 9 and 12 each.  At the 
same time, however, more students 
than ever had to turn down offers 
from their dream schools because 
the financial aid offers they re-
ceived were not adequate to cover 
tuition.  Many students chose to 
attend local schools over schools 
that would require them to dorm 
attend CUNY or SUNY schools 
over private schools because of the 
drastic difference in cost.

BACC Rag Staff

“It was our most 
successful year in 
regards to college”

ALBERT LEE ‘14
In March, BSGE added its 
first boy’s soccer team. 
It consisted of 15-16 
official members and a 
few swaying members. 
The soccer team’s name 
is the BSGE Hornets and 
the team’s colors are 
black and white. The 
team’s coach is John Ryd-
ing, father of 9th grade 
student Ian Ryding and 
the assistant coaches are 
teachers Ms. Silva and 
Mr. Giraldo. During the 
last school year the boy’s 
soccer team practiced in 
Frank Sinatra’s gym and 
during the summer they 

practiced in Forest Hills 
and Randall’s Island. 
BSGE’s boys soccer team’s 
first game was a friendly 
against Martin Van Bu-
ren. It was a close contest-
ed game in the first half 
with BSGE’s team only 
down by 1. In the second 
half, due to injuries and 
fatigue, the team fell 5-0 
to Martin Van Buren. The 
coach of the other team 
was surprised and pleased 
by our performance for 
a first game. The team 
is applying for the PSAL 
status so that our team 
can compete against other 
schools. 

The Soccer 
Team’s Future

“disappoint-
ment among 
the many of 

the 10th 
graders”

On October 27th and 28th, BSGE had its first Parent-Teacher Conferences of the year. 
A view of the crowded lobby above.    Photo Credit: Ram Bhadra ‘12
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The 2011 school year began with some big chang-
es to the BSGE staff.  Here is al ist of the chagnes:
Tech teacher Ms Brownstone took a job as an 
MYP Coordinator at a school in the Bronx.
Math teacher Ms Hernandez left BSGE to return to 
school to pursue another degree.  Long time Parent 
Coordinator Ms. Amy Reichel also left BSGE. 
Art teacher Mr McGuire moved with his wife to 
Wisconsin (see page 2).  Art teacher Mr. Steele 
also recently left. 

The BACC Rag staff wishes you all the best in 
your new ventures.  You’ll always be a part of the 
BSGE family.

The BACC Rag is also excited to welcome new 
members to our family:  
Math teacher, Mr Michael Mehan, and Art teachers 
Mr Lucas Sheridan and Ms Gretchen McCabe.  

We are excited to have you with us and hope you 
have a great school year.  

Staff Changes at BSGE
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Word from the real 
Jolijt 

Tamanaha
World:

While frantically   fanning 
the smoke alarm with a 
Wheat Thins box I thought, 
“third day of orientation 
and I’m already learning 
something.” 
That something was that 
you should never put an 
English Muffin in the mi-
crowave for longer than a 
minute. 
I also learned to always 
wear shoes when you leave 
your room because chances 
are, if  you’re like me, you 
will 
forget 
your key.    
Walking 
barefoot  
across                                                                                                    
cobble 
stones 
to the 
housing 
center 
isn’t fun 
(that was 
the fifth 
time—
in five 
days—that I got locked 
out). 
I learned that you should 
just sign up for every club 
that sounds even a little bit 
interesting because (a) you 
can always un-sign up and 
(b) they have free food at 
the meetings.
I learned to actually read 
the label on your clothes 
before washing them. 
And to check to see if  you 
remembered to add the 
laundry detergent before 
you press start on three 
loads.
And I learned that college 
is far from the real world 
(who came up with the 
title for this column?). 
I’m constantly surrounded 
by friends and there is 
always something happen-
ing. At midnight one Tues-
day, a girl was explaining 
cognitive neuroscience to 
me while two people salsa 
danced and a five people 
stood in a massage train. 
I’ve been to a free concert 
and a glow-in-the-dark 
paint rave and I’m going 
to a foam party tonight. 
Yesterday we devoured 

made-to-order cookies (yes 
they deliver and you can 
get a side of milk) while 
“studying” in the common 
room. No way is the real 
world this much fun.
I sat in on a night class. Let 
me tell you: real world men 
and women are downers. 
Never before have I been 
in a classroom with such 
jaded, negative people. 
Quite frankly, their ideas 
were simplistic. They could 
only see the world in black 

and white.
The best thing about col-
lege is that you quickly 
become aware of all of the 
grey out there. Nothing is 
straightforward. You will 
realize how little you know, 
both information wise and 
life wise. 
Some people react by 
clinging onto preconceived 
notions about what college 
is supposed to be. Those 
are the people who are 
out at 2:00 AM when they 
would rather be in bed and 
the people who are in bed 
when they would rather 
be out. 
Instead, I’ve decided to take 
everything one decision at 
a time and not worry too 
much about where I’ll end 
up and whether I’m doing 
things “correctly.” College 
is my chance to live in the 
grey and I’m going to take 
full advantage of it. Hope-
fully, that’ll help me avoid 
becoming one of those 
uninspired adults. 
This could be a huge 
mistake. I’ll keep you guys 
updated. 

a letter from: 
Ms. Hernandez 
Hi BSGE students!
    This is Ms. Hernandez.  For those who don’t know 
me, I taught seventh and eighth grade math  for 
many years at BSGE.   I just wanted to say that it was 
a pleasure having a chance to teach so many of you 
at BSGE.  I left BSGE to explore a new opportunity  
but I will always treasure my experiences with you.   
I wish you all the best of luck!  I hope you have a suc-
cessful year.  Thanks to the BaccRag staff for allowing 
me to do this!

a letter from: 
Mr. McGuire
Dear BSGE,
What’s good? I miss you guys and wish I could teleport through the yellow cabinet in the art closet and say hello.  I 
left a secret message in the art room, if  you find it, and you’re a senior, you will probably know what it means.  Why 
did I leave? My lady friend received an exciting job offer in Wisconsin so we decided to make an adventure out of it 
and have a new experience.  It was heart breaking leaving BSGE, especially leaving my students, but I always follow 
my gut and this was the next step in my life.   I still think about you all the time.
The best way to describe this new experience is like leaving home to go to college.  Some family and friends want 
you to stay and others are happy for the new change in your life.  There’s the unsure feeling of not knowing how 
you will fit in and who your friends will be.  Every adventure has its risks.
On our journey west through endless cornfields we stopped in Pittsburg, Braddock, and Detroit.  The landscape 
of Pittsburgh is visually stunning with hills, 100’s of bridges, skyscrapers, old factories, tunnels, freight trains, and 
sports stadiums.  No wonder they filmed the Batman movies there. Braddock is an old steel town outside of Pitts-
burgh that has been in economic depression for decades.  Why would we stop here?  With all the talk and public-
ity of recessions and joblessness I wanted to see what real economic tragedy looks like. To give you an example the 
street signs were so old and rusted that we could barely read them.  Braddock is now just an industrial ghost town 
struggling to survive. Detroit looks like New York City in the movie I Am Legend.  There are tall buildings completely 
empty and decaying, houses falling apart, and blocks of boarded up stores.  It looks like it could be an amazing city 
if  it were given some love, Robocop, and a couple billion dollars.  I realize I am making Middle America out to look 
like a depressing place but in all of these cities there are creative projects      popping up and transforming them into 
new and exciting places.  
Arriving in our new town of Neenah, Wisconsin we were greeted by friendly neighbors who were curious and 
excited to have New Yorkers move in to the neighborhood.  On a random weekend night we went to the mall and 
found it completely empty. After enquiring as to why no one was shopping, the store employee explained that the 
Green Bay Packers were playing and everyone stops what they’re doing to watch the game.  Wisconsinites follow 
sports religiously.  Cheese is popular here, but it’s not the Disney Dairy Land of cheese with cheese themed amuse-
ment parks that I expected. There is very little diversity in this part of Wisconsin except for the Hmong people of 
south east Asia.  They began immigrating to the United States after the Vietnam War.  Thai food is really good here!
In this simple part of the world I am having fun mostly working on artwork in my garage turned art studio.  A cou-
ple day’s a week I give private art lessons to two kids hoping to get into the local arts high school.  They’re fun kids 
but have had little experience with different ways of thinking.  The biggest difference between kids in Wisconsin vs. 
New York is exposure to diverse cultures and opportunities.  Rich or poor, if  you’re living in New York City, you are 
definitely having one of the richest cultural experiences in the world.   For most people living outside of NYC, the 
New York experience is just a dream. I challenge you to take advantage of this worldly experience; who knows how 
long it will last?
Best of luck to all of you!

-
The Bacc Rag Staff
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A Word on Sci-
ence: Neutrinos
Until recently, it was a widely accepted 
notion that the fastest possible speed was 
the speed of light at 299,792,458 m/s. 
But new information about neutrinos, 
subatomic particles, has surfaced reveal-
ing that its own speed may be faster than 
the speed of light. These tiny particles 
whose mass is close to 0 penetrate all mass 
in the known universe, including the sun. 
Neutrinos were first postulated in 1930 
by Wolfgang Pauli, known for his contri-
butions to the field of electron configura-
tions. The first image of a neutrino was 
taken with the aid of a hydrogen 
bubble chamber, in which a neu-
trino hit the proton of a hydrogen 
atom on November 13, 1970. 
This occurrence was thereafter 
known as “The Neutrino Event.” 
The method’s of neutrino isola-
tion have received among many, 
the 1995 Nobel Prize. These 
particles are still being investi-
gated by scientists to this very day. One 
group of European physicists has recently 
provided suitable evidence that may or 
may not defame Einsteins’s energy-mass 
equivalence theorem, E=MC2, in which 
M is Mass, E is Energy and C is the speed 
of light. According to those present at the 
meeting in the CERN (European Center for 
Nuclear Research), neutrinos racing from 
a particle accelerator intently observed by 
many gaping scientists and professors, de-
fied the widely believed ideology that mass 
cannot travel faster than the speed of 

light, or ‘C.’ The tiny law-defying particles 
traveled from the CERN center from Ge-
neva to a cavern under Gran Sasso, Italy, a 
total of 450 miles, about 60 seconds faster 
than it would have taken a beam of light. 
This means that the neutrinos traveled at 
a speed that was approximately 0.0025% 
faster than the speed of light. The con-
sequences of such a discovery can affect 
the way media consumers think of using 
their technology. Should scientists devise 
a method to control the circumstances 
under which neutrinos are able the break 
the speed of light, e-mail data packets 
could travel through time within a times-

pan of a few 
years. Space 
crafts would 
become time 
transports, 
and wire-
less networks 
would oper-
ate at speeds 
much faster 

than those of the most technologically 
advanced corporations and institutions. 
Imagine being able to submit a paper on 
turnitin 4 nanoseconds before the time 
that it’s due. Imagine sending emails 
that are the size of a Windows operating 
system in a matter of milliseconds. These 
seemingly ‘far-fetched’ possibilities con-
ceived in the 1960’s are now transcending 
what we thought was directly, humanely 
and physically possible.

“may or may 
not defame 
Einstein’s 

energy-mass 
equivalence 

theorem”

RICARDO AGUAYO ‘13 & JAN 
WYSZYNSKI ‘13

BSGE kicked off the start 
of the year with two brand 
new teachers.  Art teacher 
Mr. Sheridan, who re-
placed Mr. McGuire was 
one of them. Mr. Sheridan 
grew up “in the Northeast 
corner of Connecticut in a 
small town in the foothills 
of the Berkshires. The town 
has 2 stoplights”. 
He discovered his pas-
sion for art at a young 
age. He started making art 
“under the desk in (his) 
dad’s office [where] there 
was a bucket of crayons.” 
Surprisingly his parents 
never kept his work from 
when he was little. He said 
,“the whole bring it home 
and put it on the fridge-
that never happened.” He 
originally aspired to be a 
LEGO architect. In middle 
school and high school he 
started investing more time 
in his artwork. “Ever since, 
I’ve never been bored and I 
probably never will be.”
Mr. Sheridan majored in 
illustration and then paint-
ing at the School of Art and 
Design at Syracuse Uni-
versity. He took 5 courses 
in his freshmen year and 
then picked two majors. He 
said that this system sounds 
somewhat similar to the 
MYP/IB art years. There 
were “crazy assignments to 

stretch your mind, visual 
problem solving. They gave 
the assignment and then 
wanted to see how well you 
could execute it. When I 
switched to painting no one 
told me what to do. It was a 
big change.”
 Later he studied at the Art 
Students League of New 
York and Brooklyn College. 
Here he decided he wanted 
to become a teacher. “The 
teacher always had an 
assistant and he offered 
me the position in return 
for free tuition. Students 
turned to me for help and 
I realized I was teaching 
the class on days that (the 
teacher) wasn’t there  and 
I thought ‘I really like this.’ 
Some kids grow up without 
out a lot of exposure to art 
but I didn’t think it was 
that weird (to be an art-
ist) because my dad was a 
restaurant designer.”
Since starting at BSGE his 
home life is every bit as 
busy as his work life. This 
is due to a new addition to 
his family, his son Elliot. 
Regarding his hectic life 
he says, “I rely on my wife 
a lot and when I get home 
I have Elliot and spend 5 
hours with him. My wife 
does so much work, I don’t 
know how she does it. She 
wakes up with the baby 
and never sleeps. I would 

be a zombie at work.” 
Mr.Sheridan’s favorite art-
ist is “whichever one (he’s) 
talking to about their work. 
In High School I had one 
but now it seems silly. Kind 
of like having a favorite 
band, why have just one?” 
He still has artists that 
inspire him “but (is) more 
interested in helping...find 
artists that inspire you.”
When asked about the 
future, Mr Sheridan says 
that in the next 5 years 
he wants to be putting 
together the senior IB show 
for the current 8th grad-
ers. In the next ten years he 
wants to be teaching art on 
another continent, “that’s 
one privilege of being in an 
IB school.”
Mr. Sheridan’s favorite 
mediums is acrylic paints 
on canvas or board, his 
hidden talent is cook-
ing well and he is a great 
multi-tasker, (during the 
interview he fixed a staple 
gun) “either that or I have 
too much going on”. Some 
advice that he would give 
to any artist, experienced 
or otherwise is “Don’t be 
too critical of yourself. It’s 
counter productive. The 
only way to find an art that 
is personal and unique to 
yourself is to keep making 
it.” 

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

Helping Hands’ Goals 
for this Year
As one of the first clubs formed when 
BSGE started, the Helping Hands Com-
mittee is one of the most popular and 
prolific school organizations. Lead by 
Peter Wilson, Helping Hands is a student-
driven community and service group. Its 
main focus is helping various charities 
and causes occurring nearby, across the 
country, and around the world. These are 
a few things to look forward to this year:
•	 City Harvest- During the Thanksgiv-

ing season, BSGE collects various food 
items to support City Harvest’s efforts 
to feed hungry New Yorkers. Adviso-
ries compete to see who can collect 
the most food

•	 Thanksgiving as Sunny-
side- On Thanksgiving Day, 
from 7am to 2pm, a group 
of BSGE students travel 
to Sunnyside Community 
Center. There, they serve 
elderly a Thanksgiving 
meal.

•	 Toy Drive- During the hol-
iday season, each advisory 
is assigned a child who 
has HIV/AIDS from the 
Elmhurst Hospital Child 
Life Program. The students 
raise money to buy him or 
her a gift.

•	 Pennies for Patients- Each 
year Helping Hands have 
an opportunity to raise 
money for the Leukemia 

and Lymphoma Society. This orga-
nization’s mission is to find a cure 
leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma 
and help improve the lives of patients 
and their families. 

In past years, these initiatives have been 
highly successful. With Pennies for Pa-
tients, Helping Hands successfully raised 
over $2,800 in 2010 and beat our previ-
ous goal in 2011 by raising over $3,000. 
For the Toy Drive, we remain the only 
school to donate gifts for children suffer-
ing from HIV/AIDS. 
For more information, or to volunteer, 
please see Peter Wilson in room 114 or 
check out our website bsgehelpinghands.
webs.com.

Board of Ed Changes

EMILY LUSHING ‘14

While we were going about our daily lives 
last school year and over the summer, 
changes to the school system have been 
occurring behind the scenes. Most notably 
the New York City Board of Education has a 
new chancellor named Dennis Wallcott. But 
what most people don’t know is that other 
changes such as budget cuts, school clos-
ings and job cuts. These changes affect our 
schools are a result of the crippling budget 
deficit New York is facing. Even more budget 
cuts are going to happen in the near future 
as well.
Some of the proposed budget cuts on educa-
tion will be a loss of $819 per student and a 
loss of $9 million in pre-k funding which is 
about $490 per child. Some other proposed 
cuts will slash art funding and in other areas 
it will slash hospital aid. All of these cuts are 

bad for the economy but more importantly 
for our school systems and students. These 
are the fourth consecutive year we have 
faced cuts and they accompany the 9,800 
layoffs to school staff. The total budget for 
next year will be $3.7 billion less than last 
year. Local schools will get 2.9% less state 
aid from the previous year.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo hopes 
to cut spending by reducing more than 
10,000 jobs a year in the school system so 
the state can reach a $550 million in sav-
ings to reduce lay offs. If  Cuomo’s plans 
work out, we may be able to pay off debt, 
and eventually hire more teachers and 
receive money that had been taken from us. 
However we may need to experience drastic 
budget cuts before Cuomo’s plan finally 
positively affect us.

STEVEN ALVAREZ ‘14

There are still a few open spots 
open for the trip during Spring 
Break from April 5th to April 13th. 
The trip is open to all students in 
grades 10, 11, and 12.  If you’re 
interested, visit www.explorica.
com, click “students,” “sign up for 
a tour,” and search for tour ID # 
giraldo-9183.  For more information 
please talk to Mr. Giraldo or Mr. 
Lakhaney

Join BSGE’s First Cul-
tural Trip to Spain in 
April 2012

Meet Mr Sheridan
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WELCOME, 
What’s A 7?
Though other schools may use the A 
through F grading or 0 through 4 system, 
in BSGE we have our own unique grading 
system. We use a 1 through 7 system with 
1 being a no credit, 2 poor, 3 being me-
diocre and 4 being satisfactory. 5 means 
good, 6 is very good, and 7 is excellent. In 
the elective classes the teacher gives you 
a pass or fail grade on the report card. To 
pass a class a student must have the least 
a grade of 2 out of 7.  Teachers let their 
students know how they are progressing 
in their classes by giving each student a 
grade on a progress report in the middle 
of every semester. The progress reports 
do not count as report cards and are 
given out for the students to know where 
they are at that point of the semester. It 
is an opportunity that students are given 
to improve in their classes and maintain 

their grade in others. These grades do 
not count, like report cards, but they are 
still important. A report card is your final 
grade in the semester and should greatly 
affect the way you act in each of your 
classes the next semester. 
One way a student can improve their 
grade in their classes is by attending 8th 
period. There are times when a teacher 
assigns 8th period to a student because 
they believe that the student needs extra 
guidance from the teacher. When a stu-
dent has questions or problems under-
standing something in class the teachers 
may also make themselves available after 
school to help the students. When you 
have questions it should not be 
humiliating or hard to ask your teachers. 
Most teachers are willing to help you but 
you just have to ask.

ANGIE VALLADARES ‘14

Seven Tips 
for New Bees

1.) Stay Active by helping out around school, joining 
BSGE’s clubs/sport teams, etc.

2.) Verify that your bag weighs less than 30 pounds. You don’t want to look like a book-
turtle. 
3.) Don’t do your homework while taking public transportation.  There’s time for this in 
later grades but not yet. 
4.) Stay organized with your supplies.  You don’t want your bag to look like a war-zone.
5.) There are TWO staircases; Make sure to choose wisely.
6.) The BSGE staff is your best friend. 
7.) Hallway Rules: Be Polite, stay to the right.  

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

An Abundance of Seventh Graders
This year, another stream of seventh graders was added to 
the BSGE community. There are now four streams instead 

of three, and 100 students instead of the usual 75. This is an adjustment for everyone 
for many reasons including space in the school.  The hallways seem to be a lot smaller 
than usual, and   going up and down the staircases takes more time than it should. 
However, there is a good reason for this change. Ms. Johnson says that in order to 
offset budget cuts, the school had to add 25 more students to the seventh grade. More 
students in the school means more money that the school receives, and this money will 
go towards supplies and funding for our  benefit. Having more seventh graders now 
will help BSGE in the long run.  To compensate for the new stream, the current 11th 
grade shrunk from three streams last year to two this year. There were other changes 
as well including Dr. Helfenbein teaching one section of 7th grade Science, Ms Ellman 
teaching one section of 8th grade Humanities and Mr. Noor teaching one section of 
10th grade Math. 

ANA MILJAK ‘14

Who’s Who at BSGE
Ms. Johnson, Principal:  “El jefe.” 
“The boss.” She runs the show and she 
knows your name whether you want 
her to or not. Girls wearing the short 
shorts , if  you haven’t been given gym 
shorts yet, beware, your time will come. 
She will find you! If  you have any 
school events planned or ideas for clubs 
make sure you run it by her first.

Virge Ramos, School Aide: He’s 
Vanessa’s “partner in crime.” He’s 
in charge of the girls’ softball team, 
senior council, and yearbook in addi-
tion to managing the students in the 
cafeteria. However don’t let his busy 
schedule and loud whistles fool you. 
He’ll listen to what you have to say... 
most of the time.  He is also bad at 
fantasy football.

Vanessa Rabines, School Aide: She 
does “nothing.... But everything.”  She 
works behind the scenes with atten-
dance procedures and places orders for 
supplies and text books. You lose that 
text book she’ll find you, she likes to 
get acquainted with the students. So if  
you’re bored or just need someone to 
talk to, pay her a visit!

Mireille DeSarme:  Stop by her office 
if  you have  a lethal paper cut, keep 
in mind that if  you need a Band-Aid, 
you’ll have to sign out for it.

Ana and Bonita, Lunch Ladies: 
They serve your lunch with a smile, 
but if  you pretend that you dropped 
your lunch just to get another slice of 
pizza... the best of luck to you.

Quote collection and photo credit: Isabel Castro ‘14

Clubs and 
Activities

Welcome to BSGE, new 7th graders! If  you 
think you have a lot of time on your hands, you 

can join one of the many after school activities the school offers. However, the sports 
teams are only available to you when you have reached high school. Here are some of 
the things that are available to you:
•	 Band: Ms. Nikkolos invites everyone to join the school band. Band is an after 
school activity which gives students an opportunity to perform and practice playing 
instruments. Ms. Nikkolos, who teaches music and is also in charge of Band, will help 
you progress until you are ready to perform. 
Ms. Nikkolos is looking for students who can 
play the violin, piano or other instruments. 
Band meets every Tuesday during 8th period.
•	 Mouse Squad: If  you are interested in 
computers, then this is the club for you. Mouse 
Squad mainly focuses on fixing computer prob-
lems throughout the school. The club teaches 
you what problems can occur when using 
computers and how to fix them. You will be 
helping to maintain the computers and laptops 
throughout the school. Shantanu is the advisor, 
and he is in room 402. Mouse Squad meets Tuesdays during 8th period. 

• The BACCRag: The BACCRag is BSGE’s 
official newspaper. BACCRag staff members 
investigate events in school, write about 
current events, and find out about upcoming 
events that are happening in school or are 
relevant to the school. The newspaper meets 
every Tuesday at 3:15 pm - 4:15pm in room 
304. Anyone interested is welcome to join. 
• Helping Hands Committee: The Helping 
Hands is a group of students from all grades 
that help worthy causes. They choose people, 
places, or charities that they feel need help 
and create fundraisers to raise money for 

them. The fundraisers they create are usually school-wide events. Some of the most 
popular are the Pennies for Patients fundraiser and the annual Toy Drive during the 
holiday season. Helping Hands meets every Monday during 8th period. 

ANGIE VALLADARES ‘14
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NEW BEES!
7th Graders, What 
do you think of 
BSGE so far?

 It’s really good. It’s not boring be-
cause the teachers make the subjects            

enjoyable.

 The school is really small, but it’s still 
good. The teachers don’t want you to 
fail. They actually care and want to 
help you succeed no matter what.

Martin Lazos

Lily Brickman

Mushruf Hossain

It’s pretty fun. Homework is not that 
bad. Ms. Shen is really funny.

Rena Kitagawa
The school is small, but that’s better 
because we get individual attention. 
I like French because Mr. Mahajan 

only speaks in French, so we can pick 
up on it better; it’s a better teaching          

technique.

Steven Palomino

It’s a great school. It’s going to chal-
lenge me academically and help me 

flourish.

photo credit: Megan Mehta

BSGE’s New 
Ninth Graders
 BSGE welcomes 
some fresh new ninth 
grade faces. When asked 
what their first impres-
sion of the school was, 
Laura Agosto said, “It 
seemed like a secure envi-
ronment compared to my 
old school that was deep 
in a ghetto area.” Some 
students were not just 
fascinated by the area in 
which our school is locat-
ed. Another student, Lau-
ren Hallisey, commented, 
“It’s a really nice envi-
ronment, and the people 

are nice.” When asked 
about their impression of 
the students and teachers, 
Gabriella Bayshtok said, 
“The kids seem disciplined, 
and the teachers are nice 
and organized.” Laura was 
just satisfied with hav-
ing teachers that “make 
you feel like you learn 
something new everyday 
and challenge you.” Of 
course first impressions 
are not the only things 
that make up the first day 
of school. Laura went on 
to say, “My best experi-
ence was     probably being 

able to meet new people.” 
While this was great for 
the new students, sadly 
to every best experience 
there is a worst experi-
ence. Lauren said, “Having 
a lot of homework was 
probably the worst part 
of school.” Some students 
seemed to find the positive 
side to any situation (even 
going to school). Gabriela 
said, “I didn’t have a bad 
experience.” Despite all 
of their experiences and               
impressions they are now 
part of the BSGE crowd.

Habits  of 
Conduct

1.  Be safe.

2. Be kind. 

3.Take care of your space.

4. Participate fully.

Areas of Interaction
1. Approaches to Learning
2. Human Ingenuity
3. Environments
4. Community and Service
5.Health and Social Education 

The areas of interaction are important in the IB 
curriculum. Students will most likely see at the 
beginning of a new unit, showing the what will be 
focused on. They also show up when students work 
on their Personal Project in 10th grade.

The Habits of Conduct are what keep classrooms an organized place where students 
are encouraged to learn. Many teachers like to remind students of these rules.

The IB Learner’s 
Profile
Inquirers:
They develop their natural 
curiosity. They acquire the 
skills necessary to conduct 
inquiry and research and 
show independence in      
learning.
Knowledgeable:
They acquire in-depth               
knowledge and develop                 
understanding across a 
broad and balances range 
of disciplines.
Thinkers:
They apply thinking skills 
critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach 
complex problems, and 
make reasoned, ethical 
decisions.
Communicators:
They  express ideas and       
information confidently 
and creatively in more 
than one language and 
in different modes of        

communication. 
Principled:
They act with 
integrity and hon-
est, with a strong 
sense of fairness, 
justice and respect 
for the dignity of 
the individual, 
groups and com-
munities.
Open-Minded:
They appreciate their own 
cultures and personal    
histories, and are open to 
the perspectives, values and 
traditions of others.
Caring:
They show empathy,    
compassion and respect 
and make   a    difference to 
the lives of others.
Risk-Takers: 
They approach                 
unfamiliar situations and 
uncertainty with courage 

and forethought, and are 
brave in defending their 
beliefs.
Balanced: 
They inderstand the         
importance of intellectual, 
physical and emotional 
balance to achieve personal 
well-being.
Reflective:
They give thoughtful 
consideration to their own 
learning. They are able to 
assess their own strengths 
and limitations.

ISABEL CASTRO ‘14
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IB Sisters
It seems that every time “IB” 
or “International Bacca-
laureate” is mentioned in a 
conversation, the following 
remarks tend to be ones of 
confusion. The IB program 
is one that is not very com-
mon in high schools around 
the United States; It offers an 
extensive and very rigor-
ous curriculum that covers 
a wide range of subjects.   
Out of more than 20,000 
schools in the  only about 
1, 300 offer an IB curricu-
lum.  295 offer the “Primary 
Years” program, 444 offer 
the Middle Years program 
and 743 offer the Diploma 
program.  Out of all fifty 
states, New York is the single 
state with the with the most 
IB schools, 13, in one of its 
cities, New York City.  
Besides, BSGE, South Side 
High school in Long Island, 
The Dwight School and 
United National High school 
in Manhattan are all New 
York City highschools offer-
ing the IB program.  South 
Side High School which 
implemented the IB pro-
gram in 1990, before BSGE 
was created,  has had an 
astounding success rate the 
past two decades.   Through 
the 1990’s, out of the 
thousand students in South 
Side, only a handful chose 
to complete the Diploma 
Program, but as time passed 
by the number of students 
in the curriculum increased. 
Their reports indicate in 
2007, 75% of its students 

recieved the diploma.  Com-
pared to BSGE, South Side 
currently offers 26 different 
IB courses such as Arabic, 
Theater, Art Appreciation 
and more.  
The Dwight School is 
located on the Upper West 
Side and offers grades K-12; 
Unlike BSGE, this highschool 
not only offers the Diploma 
Program, but implements 
the Primary Years Program 
and Middle Years Program.  
In 1996, it became the third 
IB school in the nation to 
offer all three IB programs.  
The Dwight School first 
introduced the IB curricu-
lum to its students in 1980. 
Students who attend the 
Dwight School can either 
chose to get a Diploma or 
certificate, where only one 
subject is taken at the IB 
level.  However, unlike this 
highschool, BSGE prepares 
all of its students for the IB 
program rather than just a 
class of “honor” students.  
The United Nations Inter-
national School, is also one 
that offers grades K-12 
with 1,500 students.  All 
UNIS students are IB stu-
dents, however, they have 
two choices to pick from.  
Like The Dwight school, 
students can either choose 
their IB classes and receive 
a certificate for each one 
chose, or get an IB Diploma 
for all six subjects.  Al-
though the IB curriculum 
is one that is unknown, 
it is silently sweeping the 
nation. 

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

The SATs, who doesn’t know about them? We all know 
that millions of high school students take these tests each 
year in order to impress top universities. Many students 
take SAT prep, spending up to thousands of dollars for 
SAT instruction, not including the costs of SAT prep 
books. The average SAT scores (25th/75thpercentiles) 
for Harvard and MIT are 2090/2390 and 2080/2330, 
respectively. Those are some pretty high scores, consider-
ing the 2011 national average SAT score is only 1500. 
Most students freak out when they look at these statistics 
and probably think that they have no choice but to study 
hours a week to hit 2200+.  The truth is that the SATs 
aren’t as important as you might think.
It’s true that colleges do check your SAT/ACT scores and 
they are considered in college admissions. However, is it 
really that significant? The answer is no. Some colleges 
have begun to stop asking for their applicants’ SAT scores, 
such as Lawrence 
University and 
Drew University. 
What your SAT 
score demonstrates 
is your ability to 
take dozens of 
hours of SAT prep 
and memorize a 
bunch of words. It 
does not help you 
pursue a career 
because it’s just a 
standardized test. 
Let me ask you this, when you go to college, will you ever 
look back and say: Taking SAT prep during the summer 
and school year was one of the best decisions of my life! 
Probably not, and this is what colleges realize too.
If  you’re one of the few people who are able to score 
above 2200 without any preparation for the SATs, that’s 
great. However, most people resort to prep in order to 
do well because the SATs have created this belief that the 
higher your SAT score is, the smarter and more likely you 
will be accepted into Ivy League. Here’s what Lawrence 
University’s dean of admissions said: “Back when kids 
just got a good night’s sleep and took the SAT, it was a lev-
eler that helped you find the diamond in the rough. Now 
that most of the great scores are affluent kids with lots of 
preparation, it just increases the gap between the haves 
and the have-nots.” 
Now you’re probably wondering how it all started. When 
did the SATs become a measure of one’s ability to spend 
hours at a prep class? According to Charles Murray, it 
happened shortly after the 1960s. Ironically, Charles 
Murray admitted it was because of the SATs he was ac-
cepted to Harvard in 1961 because during the earlier 
years of the 20th century, the elite universities were 
dominated by students from the top schools in the coun-
try, such as Philips Exeter Academy of New Hampshire 
and Philips Andover Academy of Massachusetts. Even in 
the present time, they have great connections with the Ivy 
League schools. The SATs provided Murray with a way to 
compete with those students because it told college ad-
mission officers that just because he wasn’t from a school 
as great as Exeter or Andover, it didn’t mean he wasn’t a 
great student. So yes, the SATs were an indication of one’s 
academic aptitude back in the mid 1900’s. However, it 
soon changed.
As more people began to go to college, the SATs became 
more important to applicants to top universities.  Stu-
dents of different racial and economic backgrounds had 
begun to partake in the SATs, rather than just the upper-
middle whites. After a while, the SATs established a belief 
that Ivy League hopefuls should take the test because it 
will increase their chances of admission. This started a 
whole industry based on SAT prep and of course, the vast 
majority of people taking the prep courses were those 
in the upper-middle class. For example, “Extrapolating 
from the 2006 data on means and standard deviations 
reported by the College Board, about half of the 700+ 
scores went to students from families making more than 
$100,000 per year.” Furthermore, former president of 
Princeton University William Bowen and his colleagues 
did a study on 11 prestigious colleges, including Princeton 
and Yale, which revealed that from the mid 1970s to the 
mid 1990s, “the proportion of students in the top SES 
[Socio-Economic Status] quartile rose from about a third 
to a half of all students, while the share in the bottom 
quartile remained constant at one-tenth.” Basically, the 

wealthier students soon became the majority of SAT test-
takers because they were better prepared and thus, more 
confident.
The National Association for College Admission Counsel-
ing (NACAC), an organization that formed in 1937 in 
order to help high school students transition to college, 
has also recently voice concern over students’ obsession 
with performing well on the SATs. For example, Harvard 
dean of admissions and financial aid William R. Fitzsim-
mons said, “It would be much better for the country to 
have students focusing on high school courses that, based 
on evidence, will prepare them well for college and also 
prepare them well for the real world beyond college, in-
stead of their spending enormous amounts of time trying 
to game the SAT.” In 2008, the NACAC published a com-
mission report on what they found out about the SATs. 
One of their biggest complaints was that one’s SAT/ACT 
score is a bad indication of their academic achievement, 
as one’s high school performance and their IB/AP grades 

are better indicators. Not only that, but also the 
fact that one may actually pursue learning about 
these courses in college, while preparing for the 
SATs will have nearly no impact on one’s career 
in college.
I asked a couple of BSGE juniors, who are plan-
ning on taking these tests, what they think about 
the SATs and its impact on college admission. 
Ricardo Aguayo ’13 said, “Yes they are because 
they are the first things that colleges look at. But 
there are other things that colleges take into con-
sideration like grades and extracurricular activi-
ties. SATs are just the first step that helps you get 
through the door.” Most of the people I talked to 

said just about the same thing, replying that they see SATs 
as just a way for college officers to set their expectations 
for applications.
I share the same perspective; if  it really was that impor-
tant, average SAT scores would be a lot higher. Grades are 
better indicators of how great of a student you are, so 
if  you think the SATs are bigger than grades, you might 
want to rethink that. Remember, you’re first and foremost 
a student when you’re to colleges. 
Imagine two students applying to Duke University: one 
student got 2400 on the SATs but only has a B+ average 
while the other got 2100 on the SATs and has an A aver-
age. Who do you think would have a better shot? (Assume 
all other factors, such as extracurricular activities and 
recommendation letters, are the same). Daniel Targonski 
’13 replied, “Probably the second person.” Honestly, what 
really is the difference between a 2200 and a 2400? The 
gap in the number of questions you get correct, between 
2200 and 2400, is so small, on average a bit over 10 
questions, that it would only require even more hours of 
prep to help you close that margin. Is this what colleges 
are testing students on, how many hours we’re willing to 
spend on SAT prep?
Although I am censuring the SATs rather harshly, I do 
not recommend that you not care about the SATs at all. I 
think that if  you’re going for a top university such as MIT, 
it’s necessary that you have a decent SAT score because 
at this point, top colleges have started to realize that SAT 
tests are faulty and can’t truly determine an applicant’s 

intelligence, but it 
won’t be for a while 
until all elite schools 
decide to leave the 
SATs as an option. 
It’s one of those 
things that we know 
is wrong, but we do 
it anyways. Howev-
er, I still think that 
paying thousands 
of dollars on getting 
a good SAT score 

is pointless because you can achieve the a similar score 
with just SAT prep books and your own hard work. If  you 
think about it, there’s really nothing special about prep 
classes and the only thing they offer is an instructor who 
grades your essays for the writing section. I myself took 
an SAT prep course for about 3 weeks during the sum-
mer break, but all I really did was do practice tests. Do 
we really need to spend a lot of money and allocate many 
hours on preparing for the SATs? Hopefully we will one 
day move past pointless standardized tests and focus on 
the more practical factors in academia. 

editorial: Do the 
SATs Really Matter?

JOSHUA KIM ‘13

New Chancellor, 
New Opportunities
The NYC school system 
began a new year and a 
new beginning for new 
chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott to shape and mold 
the nation’s largest school 
system.  It was last April 
when Dennis Walcott re-
placed Cathie Black as the 
school chancellor. Mayor 
Bloomberg appointed the 
former chancellor Black, a 
longtime magazine execu-
tive with no educational 
experience, for her mana-
gerial skills and business 
like attributes. She became 
the first woman to lead 
a school system of some 
1.1 million kids and some 
three months later with 
approval ratings at all time 
lows, proving hazardous 
for the Bloomberg admin-
istration, was replaced by 
Dennis Walcott in April 
2011. 
Walcott, before becom-
ing school Chancellor, 
was president of the NEW 
YORK URBAN LEAGUE, one 
of the cities more promi-
nent civil rights groups. 
He went on to become 
the Deputy Mayor and 
oversaw the public school 
system for some nine years. 
Although his did relatively 

little in comparison to the 
wave of change that oc-
curred to the public school 
systems while he was in 
office. 
The start of this new school 
year gives Walcott’s a 
turn to leave his mark on 
the educational system in 
which he is now in charge. 
Now, with five months 
already in office, Walcott is 
planning on opening some 
50 more middle schools in 
the next two years, placing 
many in the cities poorest 
neighborhoods. This also 
calls for the training of 
additional teacher/staff 
to operate in these schools 
and additional teach-
ers and staff to replace 
many in failing schools. 
The chancellor is a great 
advocate for the charter 
school system and believes 
that in order to make these 
50 schools successful they 
must follow similar teach-
ing techniques that some 
of the cities best charter 
schools exemplify. 
The BSGE staff and teach-
ers have varying opinions 
about the new chancellor 
and what change is said to 
come with him in office. 
A teacher who wishes to 

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

“When did the 
SATs become a 
measure of one’s 
ability to spend 
hours at a prep 

class?”

CONT ON PAGE 7



remain anonymous says, 
“I do not think that Dennis 
Walcott was as divisive in 
the parent-teacher com-
munity as Cathie Black 
was. Dennis Walcott still 
seems to be a supporter 
of testing as a medium of 
evalua-
tion for 
students 
and 
teachers 
alike. 
And 
tests can 
only do 
so much 
when 
evaluat-
ing the 
specific 
attri-
butes of 
an indi-
vidual. 
They fall 
short 
when 
trying 
to evaluate something like 
creativity. A test should be 
used to show the weak-
nesses of the individual 
taking it and this is not 
being done. So tests are 
overused.” This is common 
view for many teachers 
who believe that testing, as 
a form of evaluation is a 
flawed concept in the NYC 
department of education. 
Other teachers such as 7th 
grade humanities teacher, 
Mr. Lakhaney, believe the 
new chancellor is, “A good 
chancellor in the sense 
that he has dealt with 
classrooms and education 
department and hopefully 
that wisdom will carry into 
his job.”
The coming of a new 
chancellor also leaves 
room for reflection about 
the New York City school 
system and what it has ac-
complished in the past 10 
years and among the BSGE 
teacher body the opinions 
vary greatly. Some believe 
the public school system in 
the past 20 years has done 
a great deal in terms of ac-
complishment while others 
believe that it still lacks in 
many aspects. A teacher 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous commented 
that in the most funda-
mental essence the school 

system has improved 
a great deal because, “ 
When I first started teach-
ing there were not many 
qualified teachers because 
the state accepted teachers 
who were not certified. As 
a result there were a great 
number of inadequate 

teachers in the system. 
However the state of New 
York eventually intervened 
and made it so that teach-
ers had to be qualified to 
teach.” Others believe that 
the NYC public school 
system has failed in many 
aspects.  Mr. Lakhaney 
believes that, “The school 
system has changed but 
for the worse mainly due 
to the cut in funding and 
increased reliance on test. 
The school system has 
benefited some kids but for 
those that need the most 
help, the system unfortu-
nately does not come to 
their aid.” One thing is 
definite that when looking 
to a brighter education for 
NYC public school system 
students past mistakes must 
not be repeated, which 
means ending excessive 
testing and the “teaching to 
the test” that comes with it. 
The Chancellor cannot 
please the thousands of 
teachers in the public 
school system of NYC nor 
can he ensure educational 
prosperity, he does howev-
er have a chance to set the 
school system back on the 
right track. The question is, 
will he take a chance and 
try or sit idly by as a situa-
tion worsens?
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New Chancellor, 
New Opportuni-
ties 
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Further Budget Cuts Continue to Limit 
After School Activities

From top left clockwise: Sophomores celebrate 
Spirit Week’s ‘Monster Monday,’ photo credit: 
Ram Bhadra ‘12; Seniors celebrate Spirit Week’s 
‘Color War Wednesday’ by wearing the color 
blue, photo credit: Ram Bhadra ‘12; Juniors dress 
up for Halloween 2011, photo credit: Jessica 
Koziol ‘13; Sophomores celebrate Spirit Week’s 
‘Twin Tuesday’ as a pair of twins and triplets, 
photo credit: Abdulah Dervisevic ‘14

BSGE’s Got Spirit! Spirit Week 2011

It’s the third month of school at 
BSGE and still there have been no 
parties or social events at school 
which is very unusual. Usually in 
October, BSGE has their annual 
Masquerade Ball, organized by the 
Senior and Junior Council; BSGE 
also is well-known for its Lounge 
Nights, Mardi Gras parties and other 
Spirit Week parties (last year was IB 
shore). The last BSGE party was the 
Karaoke Party back in May of last 
school year.
BSGE students long to party again, 
so students wonder why there haven’t 
been any parties yet. 9th grader 
Katherine Tieu commented on the 
lack of parties, “It’s so lame that 
there haven’t been any parties so far 
this school year. A lot of students are 
talking about it. Throwing really cool 
parties with fun themes was one of 
the things that BSGE was cool for. 
And now we don’t even have that!”
The reasons for BSGE not having 
as many parties is partially due to 
school budget cuts. The cuts have not 
only made it harder to have enough 
money for after school clubs and 
classroom supplies, but it has also af-
fected student life outside of school. 
Before the budget cuts, all we needed 
to do to have a party was to ask 
security to stay after school and for 
a few teachers to hang out in the caf-
eteria. Students also needed to raise 
their own money for music, food and 
equipment. However, schools now 
have to pay for security to stay after 

dismissal which means more money 
for student councils to raise and more 
of a hassle in order to organize a 
party. Teachers volunteer to help out 
at school parties, but in this economic 
state, people can no longer volunteer 
to lend money to keep schools open.
   Often students have heard Ms. 
Johnson’s voice on the loudspeaker 
at 2:05 PM informing everyone under 
21 to leave the building either right 
after school or on some days at 3:10 
PM. Before budget cuts, the Depart-
ment of Education would pay to keep 
schools open after dismissal but now 
each school has to pay to keep it open 
after dismissal. This is why it’s been 
such a hassle for after school clubs 
and parties to happen. Before, BSGE 
had students hanging out in the cafe-
teria doing homework, eating snacks, 
playing music and just chilling. This 
was a big part of BSGE’s atmosphere 
and feeling of being a family in a 
relaxed and welcoming environment. 
Now this hasn’t been able to happen 
as much. The budget cuts are ruining 
BSGE’s atmosphere as well.
When asked about what was the 
reason for no parties, Aidan Hernan-
dez, a member of the Junior Council 
answered, “Basically the main thing 
is that we have no money. I’m pretty 
sure that the Junior Council isn’t go-
ing to organize any parties this year. 
Organizing a party is pretty hard 
and requires a lot of concentration, 
patience, and of course organization, 
which is something we don’t really 

have.” Hernandez explained how 
although Juniors were most likely not 
going to succeed in throwing parties 
this year, the Seniors will. BSGE 
students should look to Seniors about 
organizing the ever-famous “Lounge 
Night” this year. Most of the money 
raised from Lounge Night would go 
to Seniors because they have bigger 
priorities to pay for such as the prom, 
yearbook, Senior trips and senior 
sweaters. 
Hernandez continued to say, “But 
yeah, basically money is a problem. 
But for now, the Juniors are trying 
to raise money by having a bake 
sale every week and with raffles. So, 
everyone come to our bake sales!”
BSGE is going step by step to raise 
money to get more after school 
activities to come back, more parties 
back, and their school atmosphere 
back. With creative ways to fundraise 
for social events for school, students 
are determined to keep their social 
life going. Whether it’s Yu-Gi-Oh 
tournaments, Super Mario Brothers 
video game tournaments, bake sales, 
raffles or candy cane sales, BSGE 
has always been a school that gets 
through rough times by thinking 
outside the box and making their way 
uphill in getting what they want. As 
the rest of the world copes with eco-
nomic troubles, so does BSGE and 
are willing to get through it.

Lydia Stetson ‘15
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The Problem with 
LMFAO
Who let these idiots into the music business? I am genuinely curious. Was it meant to 
be a joke on the general public or did someone, somewhere legitimately think this was 
a good idea? Listen to any one of the songs off their album “Party Rock” and I guaran-
tee you will lose at least a fraction of your brain cells, if  there are any left all (after all, 
you just WILLINGLY chose to listen to an LMFAO song. Years of therapy cannot undo 
this). 
All their songs sound the same: a generic, computer-generated beat topped with vulgar 
lyrics about “shuffling” and “a passion in my pants (and he ain’t afraid to show it).” 
The words are spoken, not sung, and often slurred, as if  its a chore to just show up and 
record these game-changing gems of the music industry. Their songs are auto-tuned to 
the point where the lead singer’s voice is completely unrecognizable- but hey, maybe 
that’s a good thing- and show no real depth, or anything that resembles an actual hu-
man emotion. 
I’m not expecting a work of literature set to music here, but do they not have feelings? 

Or do they hide 
them in their 
giant messes 
of hair? They 
essentially look 
like The Cheetah 
Girls on severe 
medication, and 
probably spend 
more time on 
their appearance 
than their music, 
unfortunately for both them and us. Honestly, the only real reason to listen to their 
songs, other than to think about much smarter you are than both of them combined, is 
to get a good laugh out of them. Their name is the one thing they got right.

ANA MILJAK ‘14

entertainment 
Ana and 

Megan Wit
h

The Attack of Reality TV
Reality television is slowly 
taking over our everyday 
lives. If  you turn on E!, a 
TV channel,  all they show 
is “Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians.” MTV has 
slowly drifted from music 
and television that is some-
what acceptable or decent 
to shows such as, “Teen 
Mom,” and “Sixteen and 
Pregnant.” These programs 
show the young generation 
that it’s perfectly acceptable 
in this day and age to be a 
mother whilst still being a 
teen. Phrases or terms off 
of the hit reality show Jer-
sey Shore, have been travel-
ing at rapid speed through-
out the internet through 
Facebook and other social 
networks and, hey, this very 
school as well. We can hear 
girls screeching, “STAHP IT 
YOU’RE TRAHMAHTIZING 
MEH.” Which is something 
that, “Sammi,” (one of the, 
“sweetest,” cast member on 
the show) says on the show 
quite often.
If  you are not aware of the 
reality shows mentioned 
above, let’s take a moment 
to catch you up. “Keeping 
Up with the Kardashians,” 

it’s a show centered around 
only three important 
people, Kim, Kourtney, and 
Khloe Kardashian. They ba-
sically walk around doing 
nothing, except complain-
ing about how “hard” they 
work. Don’t get me wrong, 
the show is enter-
taining, but I can’t 
figure out why for 
the life of me.
“Teen Mom” is a 
completely point-
less show that you 
don’t need to know 
about, but I’ll explain 
anyway. A girl gets 
pregnant while in 
her teenage years 
and, BAM, she has a 
TV show based around her 
and all her problems based 
around motherhood; how 
entertaining.
Jersey Shore is akin to go-
ing to a zoo and watching 
orange gorillas in a cage. 
Essentially, they fight; they 
mate and they attempt to 
form coherent sentences. 
Somehow this is all very 
enticing to the people that 
are fully educated. Maybe 
people are just interested in 
studying their behavior. 
Reality television has come 

a long way since the year 
2000, when it became very 
popular. Shows such as 
“Amazing Race” and “Dog 
eat Dog” made their debut 
and stuck around for quite 
sometime due to their large 
viewership. Back then, real-

ity television was perfectly 
wonderful, it was a new 
form of television that ev-
eryone adored because, let’s 
face it, it was amusing to 
watch people worry about 
how time was ticking and 
if  they were going in the 
right direction like on the 
Amazing Race. And let’s not 
forget how amazing it was 
to watch people fall into the 
gigantic pool of water in 
Dog eat Dog.
Reality television isn’t just 
a girl thing, contrary to 

popular belief. Guys love 
it too. Guys in this school 
go around screaming, “It’s 
T-shirt time,” while chang-
ing from normal clothes to 
gym clothes. Some might 
even say people from this 
school look like people 

from the Jersey 
Shore, surprisingly 
this isn’t supposed to 
come off as an insult. 
People are looking 
up to reality televi-
sion stars rather than 
people who actually 
help the world or do 
something remotely 
beneficial. This really 
just depends on your 
opinion, but really, 

them? 
People in BSGE have been 
watching these shows as 
well, some more avidly 
than others. Everyone has 
strong opinions on this 
topic or reality television 
being amazing or terrible. 
One might argue that this is 
great because they believe 
celebrities lead more inter-
esting lives and it’s enjoy-
able to see what they do on 
a daily basis. Someone else 
might argue that it’s com-
pletely pointless because no 

one actually cares who The 
Situation pissed off today.  
Some BSGE students had a 
lot of opinions on this mat-
ter. They were asked a total 
of four questions about 
reality television and their 
opinions and what they 
have to say.
Filip Martinovic 10’, an-
swered, “I think reality tele-
vision shows have annoying 
plot lines. Are dumb in gen-
eral. Also, they’re quite time 
consuming, for no reason. 
My favorite reality televi-
sion show is SpongeBob. I 
think people watch reality 
television because they need 
to observe other people’s 
lives to live their own. Yes, 
people do look up to reality 
television stars, often times 
too much.”
Ritika Karnik 10’, an-
swered, “ I watch some of 
it, but just to laugh about it 
and kill a few of my brain 
cells here and there. My 
favorite show is Mod-
ern Family. People watch 
reality television because 
it’s entertaining to see the 
different and “excitingly” 
weird life of others on TV. 
Yes, people do look up to 
reality television stars but 

they’ll look back one day 
and wonder, “Why did I 
look up to him/her?” and 
be forever shamed.”
Lina Rahmani 10’ said, “I 
definitely find it entertain-
ing because it’s different to 
see how others live their life 
or what they do versus my 
life. My favorite TV show is 
Glee and Keeping up with 
the Kardashians. Like I said 
before, it’s refreshing to 
see other people live their 
lives and act without any 
plot lines and just hang out 
on camera, versus out own 
lives. Yeah, it’s not always 
a good or bad thing… but 
it definitely influences the 
audience of the show.”
As you can tell, many 
people have different opin-
ions on the matter of reality 
television; whether it’s good 
or bad. Some people believe 
that reality television is 
a waste of channel or 
program space and oth-
ers believe it’s enticing and 
thought provoking. No mat-
ter what your opinion is, 
reality television is slowly 
growing and spreading to 
almost every channel, or at 
least in America.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14


