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       June 2015 
 
Dear Soon-to-be-Ninth Grade Students: 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better academically 
during the school year. We want you to read what you like and to read a lot. We also want you to read a few 
books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your classes during the school year. The 
following assignment is mandatory. Your new advisor will collect it in September. You will also present some 
parts of it in your new Advisory class in September.   
 
Your summer assignment has four parts: 
  
Part I: Read Two Books 
 
1. From the list that follows (on pages 2 and 3), read at least 2 books, one from each column (fiction and non-
fiction). 
 
2. Read for at least 30 minutes every day.  
 
3. For each of the two books, keep a reading response journal as you read. A sample is attached. By the time 
you finish the book, you should have at least 5 responses for each of the two books (a total of at least 10 
responses). 
 
Part II: Listen to podcasts and watch talks 
 
1. Listen to or watch at least one podcast/talk from each of the three sites listed below (in other words, you 
should watch/listen to at least a total of three). You can stream episodes directly on a computer or tablet from 
the websites below, download them to your smart phone, or download them to your mp3 player. 
 
2. Write one response for each podcast/talk you listen to or watch (total of 3 responses).  In each of these three 
responses briefly summarize the main points and ideas of the podcast/talk and explain how your thinking on the 
subject was affected. Try to search the list of episodes to find topics that are of interest to you. 
 
a. TED.com 
http://www.ted.com 
TED is a nonprofit devoted to, as they say on the website: “Ideas worth spreading.”  It started out (in 1984) as a 
conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, and Design. You can sort 
through all the videos by navigating through the links on the left side of the page. 
Recommended talks: Why do we do what we do by Tony Robbins, The Power of Introverts by Susan Cain, and 
How to Live Before You Die by Steve Jobs. 
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b. Radiolab  
http://www.radiolab.org/ -  
Radiolab is a “show about curiosity…where sound illuminates ideas, and the boundaries blur between science, 
philosophy, and human experience.” Recommended episodes: Colors (Season 10, Episode 13) and Patient Zero 
(Season 10, Episode 4) 
 
c. Planet Money 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/money/ 
Well-written and engaging stories about every day life and the economy. The podcast covers topics as wide as 
the cost of making a penny to how to get more people to what the world would be like without banks. From the 
main page, click on the “podcast” link to find a list of episodes. 
 
Part III: Summer Art Assignment (Page 6) 

 
 

9th grade Summer Reading List 
 
 
Read one Fiction book from the column below: Read one book of Non-fiction from the column below: 
Water for Elephants, by Sara Gruen 
 
Though he may not speak of them, the memories still dwell 
inside Jacob Jankowski's ninety-something-year-old mind. 
Memories of himself as a young man, tossed by fate onto a 
rickety train that was home to the Benzini Brothers Most 
Spectacular Show on Earth. Memories of a world filled with 
freaks and clowns, with wonder and pain and anger and 
passion; a world with its own narrow, irrational rules, its own 
way of life, and its own way of death. The world of the circus: 
to Jacob it was both salvation and a living hell.  
 
A Wizard of Earthsea, by Ursula K. Le Guin 
 
Originally published in 1968, Ursula K. Le Guin’s A Wizard 
of Earthsea marks the first of the six now beloved Earthsea 
titles. Ged was the greatest sorcerer in Earthsea, but in his 
youth he was the reckless Sparrowhawk. In his hunger for 
power and knowledge, he tampered with long-held secrets and 
loosed a terrible shadow upon the world. This is the 
tumultuous tale of his testing, how he mastered the mighty 
words of power, tamed an ancient dragon, and crossed death's 
threshold to restore the balance. 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 
 
Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about 
love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women brought 
jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure 
the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as well 
as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes 
them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that 

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America by 
Barbara Ehrenreich 
 
Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for 
poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to 
join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding 
welfare reform, which promised that a job -- any job -- can be 
the ticket to a better life. But how does anyone survive, let 
alone prosper, on $6 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich left her 
home, took the cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted 
whatever jobs she was offered. 
 
The Hot Zone by Richard Preston 
 
A highly infectious, deadly virus from the central African rain 
forest suddenly appears in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. 
There is no cure. In a few days 90 percent of its victims are 
dead. A secret military SWAT team of soldiers and scientists 
is mobilized to stop the outbreak of this exotic "hot" virus. 
The Hot Zone tells this dramatic story, giving a hair-raising 
account of the appearance of rare and lethal viruses and their 
"crashes" into the human race. Shocking, frightening, and 
impossible to ignore, The Hot Zone proves that truth really is 
scarier than fiction. 
 
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser 
Schlosser’s exposé revealed how the fast food industry has 
altered the landscape of America, widened the gap between 
rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of obesity, and transformed 
food production throughout the world. The book changed the 
way millions of people think about what they eat and helped 
to launch today’s food movement. 
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will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but 
of the next generation. With heart-wrenching power and 
suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her family 
can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and 
that in the end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is 
often the key to survival. 

Ishmael, by Daniel Quinn 
 
The narrator of this extraordinary tale is a man in search for 
truth. He answers an ad in a local newspaper from a teacher 
looking for serious pupils, only to find himself alone in an 
abandoned office with a full-grown gorilla who is nibbling 
delicately on a slender branch. “You are the teacher?” he asks 
incredulously. “I am the teacher,” the gorilla replies. Ishmael 
is a creature of immense wisdom and he has a story to tell, one 
that no other human being has ever heard. It is a story that 
extends backward and forward over the lifespan of the earth 
from the birth of time to a future there is still time to save. 
Like all great teachers, Ishmael refuses to make the lesson 
easy; he demands the final illumination to come from within 
ourselves. Is it man’s destiny to rule the world? Or is it a 
higher destiny possible for him—one more wonderful than he 
has ever imagined? 
 
The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri 
 
The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-
bound life in Calcutta through their fraught transformation 
into Americans. On the heels of their arranged wedding, 
Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. An engineer by training, Ashoke adapts far 
less warily than his wife, who resists all things American and 
pines for her family. When their son is born, the task of 
naming him betrays the vexed results of bringing old ways to 
the new world. Named for a Russian writer by his Indian 
parents in memory of a catastrophe years before, Gogol 
Ganguli knows only that he suffers the burden of his heritage 
as well as his odd, antic name. 

 
First, Do No Harm, by Lisa Belkin 
  
What is life worth? And what is a life worth living? At a time 
when America faces vital choices about the future of its health 
care, former NEW YORK TIMES correspondent Lisa Belkin 
takes a powerful and poignant look at the inner workings of 
Hermann Hospital in Houston, Texas, telling the remarkable, 
real-life stories of the doctors, patients, families, and hospital 
administrators who must ask--and ultimately answer--the most 
profound and heart-rendng questions about life and death. 
 
David and Goliath, by Malcolm Gladwell 
  
In David and Goliath, Malcolm Gladwell challenges how we 
think about obstacles and disadvantages, offering a new 
interpretation of what it means to be discriminated against, or 
cope with a disability, or lose a parent, or attend a mediocre 
school, or suffer from any number of other apparent setbacks. 
 



Future 9th graders Summer Packet, 2015 4 

Directions for Reading Response Journals: 
 

• Write 5 responses for each book. 
• Hand-write or type your responses.   
• Responses should be between 200 and 300 words each (not including the passage you copied down). 
• You can either write the 5 responses as you read or mark off the spots you would like to respond to as you read and then 

write your responses after you're done with the book. 
 
 
Step 1: Copy down a passage from the text that you find significant or striking, or that puzzles you, or that makes you think of 

interesting connections, or makes you pause for some other reason.  Write the page number.   A passage can be any part of the text.  

Don't copy down more than a sentence or two. 

 
 
Step 2: Write a response to the passage.  If it is complex, you should first paraphrase it (restate or explain in your own 

words).  Then you can explain why it is interesting, your observations, what connections you make, what questions you have, whether 

you agree or not and why.  You don't, and shouldn't, do all of these.  Try to focus on one or two ideas in depth and discuss your 

thoughts.  The purpose of a double entry journal response is to "talk with the text" and to develop your own ideas about it. 

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do you sometimes wish you were grown up?" (Funke 53). 
 

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were grown 

up. I believe that Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. He's tired of life in hiding and wants to 

be free to do what he wants without anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is ridiculous. He believes that 

life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, adults don't know what it's like to have fun because they eventually forget about their 

childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio says, but in his mind, he still longs for the freedom adulthood 

would grant him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really drive me up the wall, like not being able to "talk 

back" to parents when you need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust kids.  In many cases, adults don't 

take a child's opinion into mind when making a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  You get to do and 

see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you around like a kid.  But I also do take in mind that the older you 

get, the more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot more from you than they did before.  My 

parents have me work a lot harder and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My goals became a lot more difficult 

throughout the years and they will continue to become harder for me to reach.  Sometimes I wish I was just a carefree toddler, 

skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs too.  You only get to be a kid once; you can never truly go back to 

it once you've grown up. 
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Rubric for Summer Reading Responses 
 

Criteria Excellent 
7-6 

Good 
5-4 

Developing 
3-2 

No credit 
1 

Meaning: 
The student 
shows an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
relevant pieces 
of text.  

Student shows a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the books by 
skillfully 
selecting and 
describing 
significant and 
relevant ideas 
and information 
 

Student shows a 
general 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
several relevant 
ideas and 
information 
 

Work shows a 
limited 
understanding of 
the story by 
selecting and 
describing very 
few ideas that 
may not be 
relevant 
 

Work 
demonstrates 
poor 
understanding of 
the text OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Connections 
and reflection: 
The student 
makes 
meaningful 
connections 
between the 
books, and 
personal 
reactions.  

In depth 
connections, 
clearly and 
insightfully 
explained 

Some good 
connections, 
some 
explanations are 
brief  

Student attempts 
to make 
connections with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Few basic 
connections, 
minimal 
explanations 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 
 

Approaches to 
Learning: 
The student 
followed all 
directions for the 
assignment and 
the effort put 
into the work 

Summer 
assignment is 
complete, 
thorough and on 
time 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing no more 
than two major 
parts. 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing more 
than two parts 

Summer 
assignment is 
poorly done 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   
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Summer Art Assignment for Rising 9th Grade Students 
 

We’ve enjoyed a wonderful, productive semester in the Art Studio, and, in 
September we’ll be continuing our study of art and art history. In order to keep 
your minds fresh and invigorated, this Summer Assignment aims to keep you 
thinking of fresh ways to depict the world around you through visual means. 
This assignment is wide open to your personal experiences and can be completed 
no matter where your summer takes you. In fact, if you are traveling this 
summer this assignment may help you to get the most out of your adventure.  
This Summer Assignment welcomes creativity, insight and is wide open to 
individual interpretation. Complete the Summer Assignment in your visual 
journal.  Remember, it’s preferable to have a 9x12 bound sketchbook to use as 
your visual journal. You may want to buy a new one if your old one is running 
out of pages, or falling apart. 

Explore Your World 

“At any given moment, no matter where you are, there are hundreds of things around 
you that are interesting and worth documenting.” 

 – Keri Smith 
 

Inspired by Keri Smith’s book How to Be an Explorer of the World, select five 
of the ten exploration topics to pursue and document in your visual journal.  
There may be topics that take you beyond your journal and ask you to collect 
objects, images or other things – so be open to the way that the assignment 
takes you. Draw when you want to, and write down your thoughts and ideas. 

 

1. Right Where You Are Sitting: Look for 10 minutes, then write or draw. (1 pg.) 

2. Daily Walk: Take a walk and record what you see, notice, experience.  (1 pg.) 

3. The First Thing You See: Select an object. Look closely. Document it.  (1 pg.) 

4. One Thing: Choose something. Look at it. Draw or write about it. (1 pg.) 

5. Case of Curiosities: Collect some tiny things and put them in a small box. 

6. Found Texture: Collect things with different textures. Save them. Make a list. 

7. Found Patterns: Collect things with different patterns. Save them. Make a list 
of where and when you found them. Photograph when it seems appropriate. 
 

8. Collecting Type: Select/Photograph different types. Make a collage of them.  

9. Your Favorite Street: Draw and/or write an entry about your spot.  (1 pg.) 

10. Small Thoughts: Write down your small thoughts throughout 1 week. 
Illustrate a few of the thoughts.  (1 pg.) 

Bring your Summer Assignment with you to class on Sept. 17/18, 2015! 
 


