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       June 2012 
 
  
 
 Dear soon-to-be-ninth grade students and families, 
 
 Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
 academically during the school year. We want you to read what you like, but to read a lot. We also 
 want you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your 
 classes all year long. The following assignment is mandatory. You new advisor will collect it in 
 September. You will also present some parts of it in your new advisory.  Make sure you understand 
 what you need to do before the end of this school year. 
 
 1. Read for at least 30 minutes every day.  
 
 2. From the list that follows, read at least 4 books, two from each column, fiction and non-fiction 
 
 3. For each of the four books, keep a double-entry journal as you read. A sample is attached. You 
 should have at least one entry for each chapter. By the time you finish the book, you should have at 
 least 10 responses. 
 
 4. For any one of the four books, write a creative response of at least 2 typed pages.  This could be a 
 detailed letter to the author offering praise and advice on editing, an alternative ending, an 
 informational brochure, an additional chapter with a interesting change in genre, point of view, etc., or 
 anything else that demonstrates your understanding of the book and engagement with its ideas.  
 
 5. Read the New York Times and participate in the New York Times Student Challenge: 

a. Read the NY Times on line or in print.  
b. The question is:  What Interested You Most in the Times This Week?  You can 

choose any article, essay, editorial etc. and write two responses, during any two 
different weeks, of no more than 400 words.  Be thoughtful, ask meaningful 
questions, and discuss ideas. Look for examples on learning.blogs.nytimes.com  

c. Print your responses (2x400 words) to submit to your advisor 
d. Post your responses to the Times website.  Use your first name followed by BSGE2015 (Example:  Nico-

BSGE2015).  To post, go to www.nytimes.com and search for “student challenge”.  The editors at the New 
York Times Learning Network will choose one comment a week and highlight it.  The challenge is to see if 
you can get yours published. NOTE: THE READING CHALLENGE IS ONLY FROM JULY 1 – 
JULY 29, SO THIS PART OF THE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT MUST BE 
COMPLETED BY THEN! 

 
 
 
 We look forward to working with you in September. 
 Your (future) advisors 

 Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Phone   718-361-5275       Fax   718-361-5395      Website www.bsge.org 
 

Kelly J .  Johnson, Principal  
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9th grade Summer Reading List 
 

All of the books below should be available at a library.  You can also buy used books from www.amazon.com.  You 
should be able to buy them for $4 each, including shipping.  
 

Fiction Non-fiction 
1. Wish You Well, David Baldacci 

2. What I Was, Meg Rosoff 

3. Water for Elephants, Sara Gruen 

4. A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini, 

5. Thirteen Reasons Why, Jay Asher 

6. A Wizard of Earthsea, Ursula K. Le Guin, 
Fantasy 

7. The Widow of the South, Robert Hicks, 
Historical Fiction 

8. What Happened to Cass McBride? Gail Giles, 
Psychological Thriller 

9. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith, 

10. Sophie’s World, Jostein Gaarder 

 

1. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in 
America, Barbara Ehrenreich, Current Affairs 

2. Letters to a Young Poet, Rainer Maria Rilke, 
Nonfiction 

3. Reading Lolita in Tehran, Azar Nafisi, 
Memoir 

4. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-
American Meal, Eric Schlosser, Popular 
Culture 

5. A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill 
Bryson, non-fiction 

6. First, Do No Harm, Lisa Belkin, non-fiction, 
medicine 

7. The Informant: A True Story by Kurt 
Eichenwald 

8. The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging 
Diseases in a World Out of Balance by Laurie 
Garrett, non-fiction 

9. Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff for Teens: 
Simple Ways to Keep Your Cool in Stressful 
Times by Richard Carlson, self-help 

10. Grammar for Dummies, Geraldine Woods 
(this one is not a cover to cover read) 

11. The Beatles: The Biography, Bob Spitz 
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Directions	  for	  Double	  Entry	  Journal:	  
	  

• Write 10 responses for each book. 
• Hand-write or type your responses.   
• Responses should be between 200 and 300 words each (not including the passage you copied down). 
• You can either write the 10 responses as you read or mark off the spots you would like to respond to as you read and 

then write your responses after you're done with the book. 
 
 
Step 1: Copy down a passage from the text that you find significant or striking, or that puzzles you, or that makes you think 

of interesting connections, or makes you pause for some other reason.  Write the page number.   A passage can be any part of 

the text.  Don't copy down more than a sentence or two. 

 
 
Step 2: Write a response to the quote.  If it is complex, you should first paraphrase it (restate or explain in your own words).  

Then you can explain why it is interesting, your observations, what connections you make, what questions you have, whether 

you agree or not and why.  You don't, and shouldn't, do all of these.  Try to focus on one or two ideas in depth and discuss your 

thoughts.  The purpose of a double entry journal response is to "talk with the text" and to develop your own ideas about it. 

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do you sometimes wish you were grown up?" (Funke 53). 
 

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were 

grown up. I believe that Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. He's tired of life in hiding 

and wants to be free to do what he wants without anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is 

ridiculous. He believes that life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, adults don't know what it's like to have fun because 

they eventually forget about their childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio says, but in his mind, he 

still longs for the freedom adulthood would grant him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really drive me up the wall, like not being able to 

"talk back" to parents when you need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust kids.  In many cases, 

adults don't take a child's opinion into mind when making a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  

You get to do and see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you around like a kid.  But I also do take in 

mind that the older you get, the more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot more from you 

than they did before.  My parents have me work a lot harder and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My 

goals became a lot more difficult throughout the years and they will continue to become harder for me to reach.  Sometimes I 

wish I was just a carefree toddler, skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs too.  You only get to be a 

kid once; you can never truly go back to it once you've grown up. 
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Rubric for Summer Reading Responses 
 

Criteria Excellent 
7-6 

Good 
5-4 

Developing 
3-2 

No credit 
1 

Meaning: 
The student 
shows an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
relevant pieces 
of text.  

Student shows a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the books by 
skillfully 
selecting and 
describing 
significant and 
relevant ideas 
and information 
 

Student shows a 
general 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
several relevant 
ideas and 
information 
 

Work shows a 
limited 
understanding of 
the story by 
selecting and 
describing very 
few ideas that 
may not be 
relevant 
 

Work 
demonstrates 
poor 
understanding of 
the text OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Connections 
and reflection: 
The student 
makes 
meaningful 
connections 
between the 
books, and 
personal 
reactions.  

In depth 
connections, 
clearly and 
insightfully 
explained 

Some good 
connections, 
some 
explanations are 
brief  

Student attempts 
to make 
connections with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Few basic 
connections, 
minimal 
explanations 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 
 

Approaches to 
Learning: 
The student 
followed all 
directions for the 
assignment and 
the effort put 
into the work 

Summer 
assignment is 
complete, 
thorough and on 
time 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing no more 
than two major 
parts. 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing more 
than two parts 

Summer 
assignment is 
poorly done 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   
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 Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
Ninth Grade Supply List  

2012-2013 
 
 

 Please make sure you are ready for the first day of school with some loose-leaf paper, pencils and 
 pens. Teachers will give you specific directions as to what other materials will be needed and 
 when, and may ask you to buy additional materials once the school year begins. Here is a list for  

some of your classes so you can get started with initial materials: 
  

A 2012-2013 Day Planner (for use in all classes) 
Blue or black ink pens and one box #2 Pencils 
Loose-leaf paper  
Geometry:  
1 to 1.5 inch binder for math only 
4 dividers 
Graphing calculator 
Ruled paper 
Graph paper 
Pencils and eraser 
Colored pencils 
Ruler 
Protractor 
Compass 
 
Physical education: 
BSGE Gym Shorts- $5. Can buy here at 
school. 
3 plain tee shirts- (one in locker-one in 
wash-one on in class!) 
 
Music: 
One two pocket purple or pink folder  
One spiral binder with 2 subjects and  
paper. 
Text: “Drum Reader Book 5” by Sam 
Ulano. Order on web or by mail. 
www.samulano.com   
  Drum Reader Intermediate 
            Book 5 $15.00 
  Item number: 50608 
  Item price: $15.00 
 Quantity: 1 

English: 
2 marble notebooks (1 for each semester) 
Expandable folder for handouts 
 
 
Humanities: 
One subject notebook 
Three ring binder with pocket folder for 
Humanities only 
Post-its 
 
Art: 
One-  
 9 inch by 12 inch  
BOUND SKETCHBOOK 
 
Foreign Language: 
Spanish -English dictionary 
Loose leaf paper one large bunch 
Index cards 2 packs 
Black pens one box and one box pencils 
 
 

 
 


