
 

  
June 27, 2012 
 
 
 
 
Dear future 10th grade Students and Parents, 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year.  We want you to read what you like, but to read a lot.  We also 
want you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your 
classes all year long. Additional to the summer reading, you are required to continue the Personal 
Project process.  The following assignment is mandatory.  You new advisor will collect some parts of it 
in September.  You will also present some parts of it in your advisory.  Make sure you understand what 
you need to do before the end of the school year. 
 
 

1. Read for at least 20 minutes every day.  Do not save the writing for the last week of August! 
 
 

2. Read at least 3 books.   
 
a) Two must be from the attached list, one fiction and one non-fiction. 
b) It is recommended that the other one book related to your research for your Personal 

Project.  
 

 
3.    Work on your Personal Project.  

 
      Using the information provided in the handbook (see bsge.org), you must:  
 

• Set up a Process Journal 
• Write (or type) at least 10 entries (Goals and planning, collection of information & 

resources, reflection) in your journal 
• Type up a topic proposal 
• Complete the Area of Interaction worksheets in this packet 
• Type up a bibliography (which requires visits to a local library, Internet research, and 

reading at least one complete book related to your project).  
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4.   For the fiction book, do the following: 
 
a) As you are reading, keep a double-entry journal.  By the time you are done with the book, 

you should have at least 5 quotes and responses for each book.  See attached example of a 
double entry journal. 
 

b) Once you are done with the book, write a two page (typed, double-spaced, using Times 
New Roman Font size 12 and one inch margins) response to the following: 

 
 

• Describe an experience you have had that was like the experience of a character in 
the book. 

• Write any kind of poem about your book.  (Minimum of 40 lines) 
• Write an obituary for one character. 
• Explain how a character in the book changed from the beginning to the end. 
• Tell what you think happened before the story began. 
• Write another part of the story where you describe what happened to the main 

character after the story ended. 
• Explain how you would make your book into a movie – who would play the main 

characters, where would you film it?  You must explain your choices. 
• Write a different (better?) ending for the story. 
• Write two articles for a newspaper published at the time of a major event in your 

book. 
 
 

5.    Choose one of the non-fiction books from the list. 
  

• Provide an objective summary of the text in your own words (approximately one 
paragraph). 

 
• Provide the central idea of the book and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by three separate and specific 
details.  Be sure to quote the three details fully and accurately. The discussion of each 
detail’s contribution to the emergence, shaping and refinement of the central idea should 
be approximately one page, typed. 

 
• After you read the book, look back and consider how the author unfolds an analysis OR a 

series of ideas or events (this should span approximately a chapter).  Describe and 
analyze: 

 
 ·      the order in which the points are made 
 ·      how they are introduced 
 ·      how they are developed 
 ·      how connections that are drawn between them. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
10th Grade Summer Book List 

 
 
Non-Fiction 
 

• The Education of Henry Adams by Henry Adams 
   The son of a diplomat, the grandson and great-grandson of two American presidents, a 
   man of extraordinary gifts and learning in his own right, Henry Adams recounts his 
   life from his birth in 1838 and upbringing as a Boston Brahmin, through the Civil  
   War, the nation's industrial expansion, and its emergence as a world power.  
   – Barnes and Noble 
 
 

• In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
 Controversial and compelling, In Cold Blood reconstructs the murder in 1959 of a 
 Kansas farmer, his wife and both their children.  –Amazon 

 
 

• Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 
 Silent Spring, released in 1962, offered the first shattering look at widespread 
 ecological degradation and touched off an environmental awareness that still exists.   
 -- Amazon 

 
 

• Hot, Flat and Crowded, 2.0  by Thomas Friedman 
  Friedman brings a fresh outlook to the crises of destabilizing climate change and rising 
  competition for energy - both of which could poison our world if we do not act  
  quickly and collectively. 

 
 

• The Elegant Universe by Brian Greene 
   Brian Greene, one of the world's leading string theorists, peels away the layers of  
  mystery surrounding string theory to reveal a universe that consists of eleven  
  dimensions, where the fabric of space tears and repairs itself, and all matter—from the 
  smallest quarks to the most gargantuan supernovas—is generated by the vibrations of 
  microscopically tiny loops of  energy. 
 
 
• Soccernomic by Simon Kepur and Stefen Syzmanski   

…journalist Kuper and economist Szymanski apply cold, hard facts to our commonly 
held beliefs about the beautiful game and tell us that everything we think we know is 
wrong.  -- Keir Graff (Amazon.com) 

 
 

• The Autobiography of Malcolm X:  As Told to Alex Haley  
   If there was any one man who articulated the anger, the struggle, and the beliefs of 
   African Americans in the 1960s, that man was Malxolm X. His autobiography is now 
   an established classic of modern America, a book that expresses like none other the 
   crucial truth about our times.  – New York Times Review 

 



• The Boy Who Harnessed Wind: Creating Currents of Wind and Hope by William 
Kankwamba 

  William Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, a country where magic ruled and modern 
  science was mystery. It was also a land withered by drought and hunger, and a place 
  where hope and opportunity were hard to find. But William had read about windmills 
  in a book called Using Energy, and he dreamed of building one that would bring  
  electricity and water to his village and change his life and the lives of those around 
  him.  – Barnes and Noble 
 

 
• The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 
  A New York Times bestseller that has changed the way readers view the ecology of 
  eating, this revolutionary book by award winner Michael Pollan asks the seemingly 
  simple question: What should we have for dinner? Tracing from source to table each 
  of the food chains that sustain us-whether industrial or organic, alternative or  
  processed-he develops a portrait of the American way of eating.  – Barnes and Noble 
 

 
• The Man Who Mistook his Wife for a Hat  by Oliver Sacks 

 A neurologist who claims to be equally interested in disease and people, Sacks 
 explores neurological disorders with a novelist's skill and an appreciation of his 
 patients as human beings. --Amazon 

 
 

• Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale my Father Bleeds History by Art Spiegelman  
  Spiegelman, a stalwart of the underground comics scene of the 1960s and '70s,  
  interviewed his father, Vladek, a Holocaust survivor living outside New York City, 
  about his experiences. The artist then deftly translated that story into a graphic novel. 
  By portraying a true story of the Holocaust in comic form--the Jews are mice, the  
  Germans cats, the Poles pigs, the French frogs, and the Americans dogs--Spiegelman 
  compels the reader to imagine the action, to fill in the blanks that are so often shied 
  away from. Reading Maus, you are forced to examine the Holocaust anew.  -- Amazon 

 
 

• The Lives of a Cell by by Lewis Thomas 
  Elegant, suggestive, and clarifying, Lewis Thomas's profoundly humane vision  
  explores the world around us and examines the complex interdependence of all  
  things. – Barnes and Noble 
 

 
• Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington 
  "Up From Slavery" is an autobiography of Booker T. Washington’s life and work, 
  which has been the source of inspiration for all Americans. Washington reveals his 
  inner most thoughts as he transitions from ex-slave to teacher and founder of one of 
  the most important schools for African Americans in the south, The Tuskegee  
  Industrial Institute.  --Barnes and Noble 
 

 



 
Fiction  
 

• The Kitchen Boy by Robert Alexander 
  Drawing from decades of work, travel, and research in Russia, Robert Alexander re-
  creates the tragic, perennially fascinating story of the final days of Nicholas and  
  Alexandra as seen through the eyes of the Romanovs’ young kitchen boy, Leonka. 
 

• House of Spirits by Isabel Allende 
  In one of the most important and beloved Latin American works of the twentieth  
  century, Isabel Allende weaves a luminous tapestry of three generations of the Trueba 
  family, revealing both triumphs and tragedies.  

 
• In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez –  

  This is a take of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise 
  of the Trujillo dictatorship. –Amazon 
 

• Go Tell it on the Mountain by James Baldwin 
  Baldwin chronicles a fourteen-year-old boy's discovery of the terms of his identity as 
  the stepson of the minister of a storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday 
  in March of 1935. – Barnes and Noble 
 

• The Sheltering Sky by Paul Bowles  
  The story of three worldly young travelers Port Moresby, his wife, Kit, and their  
  friend, Tunner--adrift in the cities and deserts of North Africa after World War II, The 
  Sheltering Sky is merciless in its evocation of the emotional dislocation induced by a 
  foreign setting.  -- Amazon 
 

• The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 
  The Earthman conquers Mars...and then is conquered by it, lulled by dangerous lies of 
  comfort and familiarity, and enchanted by the lingering glamour of an ancient,  
  mysterious native race. 
 

• Red Sky in the Morning by Richard Bradford 
  In this classic coming-of-age novel Josh Arnold learns about love, loss, and  
  responsibility when his Dad goes off to fight in WWII and leaves him with his Mother 
  in New Mexico. –Bookworm Burrow 
 

• Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China by Jung Chang - In Wild Swans Jung Chang recounts 
the evocative, unsettling, and insistently gripping story of how three generations of 
women in her family fared in the political maelstrom of China during the 20th century.                   
---Amazon 
 

• Childhood’s End by Arthur Clark 
  The Overlords appeared suddenly over every city--intellectually, technologically, and 
  militarily superior to humankind. Benevolent, they made few demands: unify earth, 
  eliminate poverty, and end war. With little rebellion, humankind agreed, and a golden 
  age began.  -- Amazon 
 
 



 
• The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay 

  In 1939, as Hitler casts his enormous, cruel shadow across the world, the seeds of  
  apartheid take root in South Africa. There, a boy called Peekay is born. His childhood 
  is marked by humiliation and abandonment, yet he vows to survive and conceives  
  heroic dreams–which are nothing compared to what life actually has in store for him.  
  -- Amazon 
 

• My Children! My Africa! by Athol Fugard  
  The great South African playwright confronts the tragedy of apartheid in his native 
  land in this compelling tale about the efforts of a humble and humane black teacher in 
  a segregated township to persuade just one young person that education, not violence, 
  is the answer to South Africa's problems. -- Amazon 
 

• Bending Toward the Sun: A Mother Daughter Memoir by Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 
  Rita Lurie was five years old when she was forced to flee her home in Poland to hide 
  from the Nazis in a cramped, dark attic with fourteen members of her family. Young 
  Rita watched her younger brother and her mother die before her eyes. But the tragedy 
  of the Holocaust was only the beginning of Rita's story.  --Amazon 
 

• Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
  William Golding's classic tale about a group of English schoolboys who are plane-
  wrecked on a deserted island is just as chilling and relevant today as when it was first 
  published in 1954. -- Amazon 
 

• One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriela Garcia 
  One Hundred Years of Solitude tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the 
  mythical town of Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. Inventive,  
  amusing, magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable men and women -- brimming 
  with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul -- this novel is a  
  masterpiece in the art of fiction. -- Amazon 
  

• For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway 
For Whom the Bell Tolls begins and ends in a pine-scented forest, somewhere in 
Spain. The year is 1937 and the Spanish Civil War is in full swing. --Alix Wilber for 
Barnes & Noble Classics  
 

• Beasts of No Nation: A Novel (P.S.) by Uzodinma Iweala  
This startling début by a young American-Nigerian writer follows the fortunes of Agu, 
a child soldier fighting in the civil war of an unnamed African country.  ---Amazon 
 

• Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
  Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an encyclopedic knowledge 
  of animal behavior, a fervent love of stories, and practices not only his native  
  Hinduism, but also Christianity and Islam. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates 
  from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo  
  animals bound for new homes. 
  The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an 
  orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.   
  -- Amazon 



 
 

• Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 
  Born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants and raised in the slums of 
  Limerick, Ireland, Frank’s mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children since 
  Frank’s father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages.  
  –  adapted from Barnes and Noble overview 
 

• Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 
  Kafka on the Shore is powered by two remarkable characters: a teenage boy, Kafka 
  Tamura, who runs away from home either to escape a gruesome oedipal prophecy or 
  to search for his long-missing mother and sister; and an aging simpleton called  
  Nakata, who never recovered from a wartime affliction and now is drawn toward  
  Kafka for reasons that, like the most basic activities of daily life, he cannot fathom.  
  – Barnes and Noble 
 

• The Wind Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki Murakami 
  Japan's most highly regarded novelist now vaults into the first ranks of international 
  fiction writers with this heroically imaginative novel, which is at once a detective  
  story, an account of a disintegrating marriage, and an excavation of the buried secrets 
  of World War II.  – Barnes and Noble 
 

• God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
  Equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political drama, 
  it is the story of an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in  
  1969. -- Amazon 
 

• Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris  
  A recent transplant to Paris, humorist David Sedaris, bestselling author of "Naked", 
  presents a collection of his strongest work yet, including the title story about his  
  hilarious attempt to learn French.  – Barnes and Noble 
 

• Auschwitz Explained to My Child by Annette Wieviorka 
A 13-year-old Jewish girl asks 80 blunt questions about the Holocaust, and her 
mother, French Holocaust scholar Wieviorka answers with directness. --Barnes & 
Noble 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


