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What is the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program? 
 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is an academically rigorous two-year course of 
study designed to prepare students for college and lifelong learning.  The instructional model of the 
International Baccalaureate is the foundation of the curriculum and structure of BSGE.  The IB 
Diploma Program is provided to all 11th and 12th grade students, leading to candidacy for an 
internationally recognized diploma in addition to the New York State Regents Diploma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the expectation at BSGE that students will be IB Diploma candidates, with requirements beyond 
those of the Regents Diploma. This will require a student to meet certain standards and conditions in 
11th and 12th grades. These requirements are completion of the following: 
 
Requirements to receive the IB Diploma: 
o Successful completion of courses and IB assessments: 1 subject from each of the six subject groups 

- 3 Standard Level courses and 3 Higher Level courses  
o Successful completion of the Theory of Knowledge course and assessments 
o 150 hours of Creativity, Action, and Service 
o Successful completion of an Extended Essay 
 
Students are also required to take PE and/or yoga for New York state graduation requirements. 
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Courses available for June 2016 graduates: 
 
Higher Level Standard Level 
English A - Literature Spanish B 
History of the Americas  Biology 
Visual Arts Chemistry 
 Math SL  
 Math Studies SL 
 
HL – Higher Level courses, require at least 240 hours of class-time, taught over two years.  IB 
Diploma examination for these courses will be given in May of the 12th grade year. 
SL – Standard Level courses, require at least 150 hours of class-time, taught over one or two years.  In 
May of the 11th grade year, all students will take one IB Diploma standard level examination (Biology 
SL or Chemistry SL) and complete all the requirements for that course.  They will therefore not take 
that course in 12th grade.  The remaining IB Diploma standard level examinations will be given in May 
of the 12th grade year. 
 
How do I become an IB Diploma candidate?  How do I maintain IB Diploma candidacy? 
 
BSGE’s mission is for every student to be an International Baccalaureate Diploma candidate.  The 
school is committed to preparing students to succeed in the program.  Under certain conditions, 
however, students may be withdrawn from the program.   
 
All students will enter the eleventh grade as IB Diploma candidates.  At the end of the 11th grade, 
students will have to meet certain requirements to remain IB Diploma candidates in the 12th grade: 
 

• Receive a 3 or higher in most core courses (English, science, history and math) in grades 9-11 
• Pass a minimum of 4 Regents exams by the end of 11th grade (with a grade of 75 or higher in 

English and Integrated Algebra) 
• Complete a first draft of the Extended Essay 
• Complete the Written Assignment and the Individual Oral Presentation in 11th grade English 
• Take the 11th grade IB exam (Biology SL or Chemistry SL) 

 
Students who are not IB Diploma candidates in 12th grade are expected to sit for examinations in some 
IB courses and be eligible for IB Certificates for those subjects.  Students will remain in IB classes to 
earn credits towards high school graduation. 
 
Non-diploma candidates will also be required to fulfill the CAS requirement.  Depending on how many 
high school credits they are lacking, they may or may not be required to take Theory of Knowledge 
and complete an Extended Essay.   
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How do I get the IB Diploma? 
 
Being awarded the IB Diploma is dependent on successful completion of specific assessments and 
examinations during 11th and 12th grade.  Receiving the IB Diploma is NOT based on the report card 
grades that students receive during these years.  Students are notified of their scores on IB assessments 
in July of each examination year. 
 
The IBO Rules for the Award of the IB Diploma are as follows: 
 
Assessment of Student Work 
Each of the six subjects that contribute towards the award of the Diploma is assessed on a scale of 1 – 
7:  

1 Very Poor 
2 Poor 
3 Mediocre 
4 Satisfactory 
5 Good 
6 Very Good 
7 Excellent 
 

For Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay, the grades are on a scale of A to E, with A being 
the highest.  
 
Grades are a combination of internal assessments, marked by BSGE teachers, and external assessments 
– exams and other work marked by IB examiners living in all parts of the world.   Between twenty and 
twenty-five percent of the marks in each subject are based on internal assessments.   
 
Each subject counts for a maximum of 7, allowing for a total of 42 points.  Theory of Knowledge, and 
the Extended Essay carry an extra 3 points, bringing the maximum total to 45.  Apart from various 
failing conditions (described below) a candidate needs 24 points to earn the IB Diploma.  Theory of 
Knowledge and the Extended Essay can add a total of 3 points to your IB score.  Incomplete work in 
either the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge or in Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) results in 
making the candidate ineligible for the IB Diploma.  
 
Predicted Grades 
The predicted grade is the teacher’s prediction of the grade the candidate is expected to achieve in the 
subject, based on all the evidence of the student’s work and the teacher’s knowledge of IBO standards.  
The IBO uses the teachers’ predicted grades to consider the performance of candidates.  Given that 
IBO exam results are generally not released until July each year, BSGE will use teachers’ predicted 
grades for the BSGE report card.  Your status as an IB diploma candidate, your grades in eleventh 
grade and the teachers’ predicted grades will be considered by colleges and universities when you 
apply for admission.  It is therefore extremely important for you to work hard consistently, in eleventh 
and twelfth grades.    
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Conditions for the Award of the Diploma 

 
The minimum number of points needed to get the Diploma is 24.  There are some additional rules to be 
aware of as well. 
 
If you receive 24 or more points (up to 45), you will receive the IB Diploma provided all the following 
requirements have been met: 
 

(a) Numeric grades (as opposed to an “N”) have been awarded in all six subjects registered for 
the IB diploma. 
(b) All CAS requirements have been met. 
(c) Grades A to E have been awarded for both theory of knowledge and an extended essay, 
with a grade of at least D both of them. 
(d) There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
(e) There are no more than two grade 2s awarded. 
(f)  There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded. 
(g) At least 12 points have been gained on higher level subjects (for candidates who register for 
four higher level subjects, the three highest grades count) 
(h) At least 9 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register for 
two standard level subjects must gain at least 5 points at standard level). 

 
 
 
Award of the IB Certificate 
An IB Diploma candidate who fails to satisfy the requirements for the award of an IB Diploma will be 
awarded a certificate indicating the grades obtained in individual subjects, together with results in 
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay and the completion of a CAS program.  
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Malpractice 
The IBO defines malpractice as behavior that results in the candidate or any other candidate gaining an 
unfair advantage in one or more assessment components.  Malpractice includes the following:  

a) Plagiarism:  this is defined as the representation of the work of another person as the 
candidate’s own.  

b) Collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate as in allowing one’s 
work to be copied or submitted for assessment.  

c) Duplication of work:  this is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 
assessment components and/ or diploma requirements.  

d) Any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of 
another candidate (for example taking unauthorized material into an examination room, 
misconduct during an examination, falsifying a CAS record, disclosure of information to and 
receipt of information from candidates about the content of an examination paper within 24 
hours after a written examination).  

 
How does the IB Diploma help me with graduation and college admission? 
 
Students complete the IB Diploma Program during 11th and 12th grades, with the results issued in July, 
a few weeks after graduation.  Students will already be admitted to college by this point.  The work 
towards the IB Diploma is used two ways during the college admissions process: 
 

• Successful completion of the IB Diploma Program courses in 11th grade and the first semester 
of 12th grade show that a student is completing the most rigorous curriculum available to them 
at BSGE.  Students who do well in IB Diploma Program courses are attractive candidates for 
colleges based on the preparation given for college through the program. 

• Students who score highly on IB Diploma Program assessments may receive credit or 
placement at their college or university. 

 



Additional Information: Required Assignments in the Diploma Program 
 
The assignments and exams listed below constitute the requirements for the IB Diploma Program.  Students will complete other assignments 
during the 11th and 12th grades, including assignments for classes and national assessments such as the SATs.  
 
Some IB assessments – exams, essays and projects-- are marked by IB examiners who live around the world.  These are called External 
Assessments.  Other required IB assessments are marked by BSGE teachers and samples of marked work are sent to the IB office for 
checking, or moderation.  These are called Internal Assessments.  IB has the right to change Internal Assessment marks for all students.  
 
GROUP 1:  ENGLISH A 
LITERATURE HL 

11th or 
12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

Written Assignment 11th  25% (EA) 
Individual Oral Presentation 11th 15% (IA) 
Individual Oral Commentary & 
Discussion 

12th  15% (IA) 

Paper 1: Literary Commentary 12th  20% (EA) 
Paper 2: Essay 12th  25% (EA) 
 
GROUP 2:  LANGUAGE B SL 11th or 

12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

Individual Oral 12th  20% (IA) 
Interactive Oral Activity 11th & 

12th  
10% (IA) 

Written Assignment 12th  20% (EA) 
Paper 1: Text Handling 12th 25% (EA) 
Paper 2: Written Production 12th 25% (EA) 
 
GROUP 3: HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAS HL 

11th or 
12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

Historical Investigation 12th  20% (IA) 
Paper 1: Document Based Ques. 12th 20% (EA) 
Paper 2: 20th century topics 12th  25% (EA) 
Paper 3: The Americas 12th  35% (EA) 
 
 

GROUP 4: BIOLOGY or 
CHEMISTRY SL 

11th or 
12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

Laboratory investigations Ongoing 
through 
11th 
grade 

24% (IA) 

Group 4 project 11th 
grade 

Paper 1: Multiple choice 11th  20% (EA) 
Paper 2: Extended response 11th 32% (EA) 
Paper 3: short answer & data 
based questions 

11th 24% (EA) 

 
GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS 11th or 

12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

MATH STUDIES SL   
Math Studies Project 12th  20% (IA) 
Paper 1: Short response 12th  40% (EA) 
Paper 2: Extended response 12th  40% (EA) 
MATH SL   
Mathematical Exploration 
assignment 

11th & 
12th  

20% (IA) 

Paper 1: Short response 12th  40% (EA) 
Paper 2: Extended response 12th  40% (EA) 
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GROUP 6 - ARTS 11th or 
12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

VISUAL ARTS HL   
Comparative Study of 3 artworks 12th  20% (EA) 
Process Portfolio Ongoing 

in 11th & 
12 grades 

40% (EA) 

Exhibition Ongoing 
in 11th & 
12 grades 

40% (IA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOK, CAS, Extended Essay 11th or 

12th 
grade 

Percentage 
towards IB 
grade 

TOK Presentation 12th 33% 
TOK Paper 12th  67% 

Up to 3 points 
added towards 
Diploma 

Extended Essay research proposal 11th  - 
Extended Essay first draft 11th  - 
Extended Essay Completion 12th  Up to 3 points 

added towards 
Diploma  

CAS Check-in #1 11th  - 
CAS Check-in #2 11th  - 
CAS Check-in #3 12th  - 
CAS completion 12th  Failing 

condition if 
not approved 



 
Additional Information: BSGE Academic Honesty Policy 
 
As an IBO school, BSGE strives to instill in students the qualities, attitudes and aptitudes necessary to develop 
students who will succeed in college and in life as principled citizens and responsible members of the world 
community. 
 
The best expression of the goals for BSGE students are encompassed in the IBO’s Learner Profile. 
 
IB learners strive to be:  
Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct 

inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.  

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In 
so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a 
broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.  

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in 
more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work 
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.  

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.  

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are 
open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of 
view, and are willing to grow from the experience.  

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 
difference to the lives of others and to the environment.  

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, 
and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. 
They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.  

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to 
achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.  

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are 
able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support 
their learning and personal development.  

(International Baccalaureate Organization, IB Learner Profile Booklet, March 2006, pg. 5) 
 
As principled learners, BSGE students should exhibit academic honesty in all of their work throughout grades 7 
through 12.  BSGE teachers undertake teaching and learning practices that encourage these practices; however 
there are instances where academic dishonesty occurs.  There are three elements of academic dishonesty: 
copying, cheating and plagiarism.  The following policy defines and outlines consequences for academic 
dishonesty. 
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I. COPYING  
Copying is defined as: 

• Copying homework assignments from other students 
• Copying lab reports, data, etc from other students  
• Copying process logs from other students 

 
If copying in found, the penalties for copying will include: 

• A grade of zero for the assignment 
• Assignment must be completed as your own work (time and credit for completion set by teacher) 
• Written apology to the teacher 

 
II. CHEATING 
Cheating is defined as: 

• Copying from other students’ work in class during assessments 
• Communicating answers to others during assessments who are inside or outside of the exam room (for 

teacher created assessments, Regents exams or IB exams) 
• Bringing outside information (cheat sheets, etc) to assessments in any form (paper, cell phone text 

message, etc) 
• Using translation websites/software (such as Rosetta Stone, Babelfish, etc) for language B assignments 

 
If cheating is found, penalties will vary on the type of assessment.   
 
For BSGE assessments (teacher created tests, quizzes, etc), penalties will include: 

• A grade of zero for the assignment 
• Parental contact 

 
For external assessments (city and state exams in 7th and 8th grade, Regents exams, and IB exams), remember 
that the state, city and the IBO have their own policies relating to cheating on their exams.  When cheating is 
discovered on these assessments, BSGE will report them to the relevant authority who will implement their own 
penalties.  (The usual penalty is a 0 or no credit on the exam.)  BSGE penalties for cheating on external 
assessments will include: 

• Parental contact 
• Written explanation and apology to teacher, advisor, parents, administration (which may be made 

public) 
• Retaking the Regents exam in summer school 
• Noted on the college application 

 
For high school students, academic honesty is a question asked by more and more colleges during the 
admissions process.  The report of the college counselor to colleges may include students’ incidences of 
cheating.  Teachers may also refuse to write college recommendations for students who cheat on assessments 
for any discipline.  
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III. PLAGIARISM 
 
Plagiarism is defined as “…passing off a source’s information, ideas or words as your own by failing to 
acknowledge that source – an act of lying, cheating, or stealing.”  (Gordon Harvey, Writing with Sources, 
Cambridge: Hackett Publishing, 1988, p. 22) 
 
For BSGE assessments, penalties for plagiarism include: 
Type Penalty 
Written or oral assignments with 
insufficient citing of sources: 
paraphrasing without citation, quotes 
included without attribution.  This 
applies to text, data and images. 

A grade of zero for the assignment 
Assignment must be revised (time for completion set by teacher) 
Parental contact 
Written apology to teacher 
Report to college counselor 
Teacher(s) can refuse to write college recommendations 

Copying whole assignments from 
other students or outside sources or 
purchasing whole 
papers/assignments 

A grade of zero for the assignment 
No chance to revise assignment 
Parental contact  
Written apology to teacher 
Report to college counselor 
Teacher(s) can refuse to write college recommendation 

 
 
IV. IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM ASSESSMENT (NON EXAM COMPONENTS) PLAGIARISM POLICY 
The IB Diploma Program in the 11th and 12th grades includes a series of exams and assessments completed 
during the school year.  The assessments completed during the school year include the Extended Essay, research 
papers, oral activities and lab activities.  Plagiarizing these assignments is a serious example of academic 
dishonesty that may result in the loss of the IB Diploma. 
 
For plagiarism of any Diploma Program assessment, the penalties will include: 

• Plagiarized assignments will not be submitted to the IBO.  Students will receive a chance to revise 
assignment for IB submission. 

• Parental contact 
• Written apology to teacher 
• Report to college counselor 
• Teacher(s) can refuse to write college recommendations 

 
Students will have one opportunity to resubmit a plagiarized Diploma Program assessment.  If the revised work 
is still plagiarized, or any future Diploma Program assessments are plagiarized, then the student’s plagiarism 
will be reported to the IBO.  Once reported, the student will not receive a grade from the IB for this subject.  
The student will therefore lose their opportunity to receive the IB Diploma. 
 


