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Dear students and families, 
  
We look forward to welcoming you to the BSGE community in September. As I know you will soon see, we have a wonderful 
time working and playing together. 
  
It is well documented in the research* that summer is a time when gains made during the school year can be lost. In order to 
ensure that you come to school ready to work towards and achieve the high academic expectations we have for you, we want to 
give you a short reading assignment for the summer. The assignment is mandatory and will be used in class during the first 
week of school. Please do not save it for August! 
 
1. Read one book from each column. 
2. For each of the two required books, complete a reading response (examples on the back of this sheet). To do a reading 
response, choose a passage that stands out to you (for any reason). Then explain, in your own words, what the quotes make you 
think about. If you look carefully at the examples and do your best, you will probably get it right.  The six books are easily 
available in most libraries and bookstores. We encourage you to read more than the minimum, from the list or any other books. 
 
Read one Fiction book from the column below: Read one book of Non-fiction from the column below: 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian, by Sherman 
Alexie, Ellen Forney (illustrator) 
Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves 
his troubled school on the “rez” to attend an all-white farm 
town high school where the only other Indian is the school 
mascot. 
 
Reckless, by Cornelia Funke 
Ever since Jacob Reckless was a child, he has been escaping to 
a hidden world through a portal in his father's abandoned study. 
Over the years, he has made a name for himself as a finder of 
enchanted items and buried secrets. He's also made many 
enemies and allies--most important, Fox, a beautiful shape-
shifting vixen whom Jacob cares for more than he lets on. 
 
The Fault in Our Stars, by John Green 
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought 
her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, 
her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a 
gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears 
at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be 
completely rewritten. 
 
All reviews excerpted from www.goodreads.com or www.amazon.com 

The Omnivore's Dilemma for Kids: The Secrets Behind What 
You Eat, by Michael Pollan.  
There is also an adult version of this book; we want you to read 
the kid’s edition. “What’s for dinner?” seemed like a simple 
question—until journalist and supermarket detective Michael 
Pollan delved behind the scenes. 
 
Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the 
World... One Child at a Time, by Greg Mortenson. Read either 
the Young Reader’s edition or the original adult version.  In 
1993, while climbing one of the world's most difficult peaks, 
Mortenson became lost and ill, and eventually found aid in the 
tiny Pakistani village of Korphe. He vowed to repay his 
generous hosts by building a school. 
 
Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens, by Sean Covey 
Being a teenager is both wonderful and challenging. In The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective Teens, author Sean Covey applies 
the timeless principles of the 7 Habits to teens and the tough 
issues and life-changing decisions they face. In an entertaining 
style, Covey provides a step-by-step guide to help teens 
improve self-image, build friendships, resist peer pressure, 
achieve their goals, get along with their parents, and much 
more. 

 
I wish you an enjoyable summer and look forward to working with you in September. 
 
Kelly J. Johnson 
 
* “Active Summer, Active Minds: Educators Seek Ways to Prevent Learning Losses During Vacation” Washington Post, 15 
June 2009. 
“2009 New York Statewide Summer Reading Program: Research / Promoting Literacy” 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm. 
Johns Hopkins University Center for Summer Learning, www.summerlearning.org/ 

 



Reading	  Response	  Instructions	  and	  Example	  
 

Directions:	  
	  

• Write	  10	  responses	  for	  each	  book.	  
• Hand-‐write	  or	  type	  your	  responses.	  	  	  
• Responses	  should	  be	  between	  200	  and	  300	  words	  each	  (not	  including	  the	  

passage	  you	  copied	  down).	  
• You	  can	  either	  write	  the	  10	  responses	  as	  you	  read	  or	  mark	  off	  the	  spots	  you	  

would	  like	  to	  respond	  to	  as	  you	  read	  and	  then	  write	  your	  responses	  after	  
you're	  done	  with	  the	  book.	  

	  
	  
Step	  1:	  Copy	  down	  a	  passage	  from	  the	  text	  that	  you	  find	  significant	  or	  striking,	  or	  

that	  puzzles	  you,	  or	  that	  makes	  you	  think	  of	  interesting	  connections,	  or	  makes	  you	  

pause	  for	  some	  other	  reason.	  	  Write	  the	  page	  number.	  	  	  A	  passage	  can	  be	  any	  part	  of	  

the	  text.	  	  Don't	  copy	  down	  more	  than	  a	  sentence	  or	  two.	  

	  
	  
Step	  2:	  Write	  a	  response	  to	  the	  passage.	  	  If	  it	  is	  complex,	  you	  should	  first	  

paraphrase	  it	  (restate	  or	  explain	  in	  your	  own	  words).	  	  Then	  you	  can	  explain	  why	  it	  is	  

interesting,	  your	  observations,	  what	  connections	  you	  make,	  what	  questions	  you	  

have,	  whether	  you	  agree	  or	  not	  and	  why.	  	  You	  don't,	  and	  shouldn't,	  do	  all	  of	  these.	  	  

Try	  to	  focus	  on	  one	  or	  two	  ideas	  in	  depth	  and	  discuss	  your	  thoughts.	  	  The	  purpose	  of	  

a	  double	  entry	  journal	  response	  is	  to	  "talk	  with	  the	  text"	  and	  to	  develop	  your	  own	  

ideas	  about	  it.	  

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do	  you	  sometimes	  wish	  you	  were	  grown	  up?"	  (Funke	  53).	  
	  

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, 

asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were grown up. I believe that 

Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. 

He's tired of life in hiding and wants to be free to do what he wants without 

anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is  

(Back) 



Reading	  Response	  Instructions	  and	  Example	  
 
ridiculous. He believes that life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, 

adults don't know what it's like to have fun because they eventually forget 

about their childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio 

says, but in his mind, he still longs for the freedom adulthood would grant 

him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really 

drive me up the wall, like not being able to "talk back" to parents when you 

need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust 

kids.  In many cases, adults don't take a child's opinion into mind when making 

a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  You get to 

do and see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you 

around like a kid.  But I also do take in mind that the older you get, the 

more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot 

more from you than they did before.  My parents have me work a lot harder 

and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My goals 

became a lot more difficult throughout the years and they will continue to 

become harder for me to reach  Sometimes I wish I was just a carefree 

toddler, skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs 

too.  You only get to be a kid once; you can never truly go back to it once 

you've grown up. 

 



Rubric	  for	  Summer	  Reading	  Journal	  Responses	  
	  
Criteria	   Excellent	  

7-‐6 
Good	  
5-‐4 

Developing	  
3-‐2 

No	  credit	  
1	  

Meaning: 
The	  student	  shows	  an	  
accurate	  
understanding	  of	  the	  
books	  by	  selecting	  and	  
describing	  relevant	  
pieces	  of	  text.	   

Student	  shows	  a	  
thorough	  
understanding	  of	  the	  
books	  by	  skillfully	  
selecting	  and	  
describing	  significant	  
and	  relevant	  ideas	  and	  
information	  
 

Student	  shows	  a	  
general	  understanding	  
of	  the	  books	  by	  
selecting	  and	  
describing	  several	  
relevant	  ideas	  and	  
information	  
 

Work	  shows	  a	  limited	  
understanding	  of	  the	  
story	  by	  selecting	  and	  
describing	  very	  few	  
ideas	  that	  may	  not	  be	  
relevant	  
	  

Work	  demonstrates	  
poor	  understanding	  of	  
the	  text	  OR	  
Assignment	  not	  
submitted	  

Connections	  and	  
reflection: 
The	  student	  makes	  
meaningful	  
connections	  between	  
the	  books,	  and	  
personal	  reactions.	   

In	  depth	  connections,	  
clearly	  and	  insightfully	  
explained 

Some	  good	  
connections,	  some	  
explanations	  are	  brief	   

Student	  attempts	  to	  
make	  connections	  with	  
limited	  effectiveness	  

Few	  basic	  connections,	  
minimal	  explanations	  
OR	  
Assignment	  not	  
submitted	  
 

Approaches	  to	  
Learning:	  
The	  student	  followed	  
all	  directions	  for	  the	  
assignment	  and	  the	  
effort	  put	  into	  the	  work	  

Summer	  assignment	  is	  
complete,	  thorough	  
and	  on	  time 

Summer	  assignment	  is	  
missing	  no	  more	  than	  
two	  major	  parts. 

Summer	  assignment	  is	  
missing	  more	  than	  two	  
parts	  

Summer	  assignment	  is	  
poorly	  done	  
OR	  
Assignment	  not	  
submitted	  

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   


