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June 15th, 2015 
 
 
 
Dear future 10th grade students and parents, 
 
Research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year. We want you to read a fiction and a non-fiction text from 
the lists provided. We also want you to read carefully and respond to the texts using strategies 
you have been practicing in your classes all year long. In addition to the summer reading, you are 
required to begin the personal project process. Your new advisor will collect all the assignments 
in September and you will also discuss them in your advisory. It is recommended that you begin 
the summer assignments in July since they will require some time on your part.  
 
 
Summer Reading 
 

Ø Read at least two books, one fiction and one non-fiction, from the attached list. Complete 
the reading activities.  

 
Ø It is advisable to dedicate at least 20 minutes a day to independent reading and other 

related activities. See attached book list and rubrics for ideas. 
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Summer Independent Reading  
Directions 

 
Task #1 Non-Fiction 
 

ú Provide an objective summary of the text in your own words (one paragraph). 
 

ú Identify the central idea of the book and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including where and how it emerges and how it is shaped and refined by three 
separate and specific details. Be sure to quote the three details fully and accurately. The 
discussion of each detail’s contribution to the emergence, shaping and refinement of the 
central idea should be approximately one page, typed. 
 

ú After you read the book, look back and consider how the author unfolds an analysis OR a 
series of ideas or events (this should span approximately a chapter). Describe and 
analyze: 

§ The order in which the points are made 
§ How they are introduced 
§ How they are developed 
§ How connections are drawn between them 

 
Task #2 Fiction 
 

ú As you are reading, keep a reading response journal and write at least five entries. Use 
one quotation from the text for each entry. The following essential questions should guide 
your response: 
 
What techniques are used by the author to tell the story effectively? 
To what extent do new experiences alter a person’s memory of a past event? 
What is the relationship between prior experience and current perception? 
How do people attempt to forget or change the past? 
How does point of view shape the narrative experience? 
 
You should have at least five quotations and responses for you book.  
 

ú Once you are finished reading the book, write an approximately 500 word response to 
one of the following: 
 

§ Describe an experience you have had that was like the experience of a 
character in the book.  

§ Explain how a character in the book changed from beginning to end.  
§ Write the next chapter to the story after the book ends (creative 

assignment).  
 

  The response should be typed, double-spaced, using Times New Roman 12 pt.  
  font and one inch margins. 
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Summer Independent Reading Rubrics 
Non-Fiction Response 

 
Scores 
 

7-6 Excellent 5-4 Good 3-2 Fair 1-0 Needed More Effort 

 Student wrote a 
very clear and 
objective summary 
in his/her own 
words. Student 
clearly identified 
the main idea of the 
text and fully 
discussed the 
development of the 
idea.  

Student wrote a clear 
and subjective 
summary in his/her 
own words. Student 
accurately identified 
the main ideas of the 
text and discussed the 
development of the 
idea.  

Student wrote a 
somewhat unclear 
subjective summary in 
his/her own words OR 
student did not 
accurately identify the 
main idea of the text 
and/or discuss the 
development of the 
idea.  
 

Student wrote an unclear 
subjective summary. 
AND/OR Student 
plagiarized. Student did 
not accurately identify 
the main idea of the text 
and discuss the 
development of the idea.  

 
 
Fictional Text- Reading Responses 
 

Scores 
 

7-6 5-4 3-2 1-0 

 The passages are 
well chosen, clear, 
cohesive and 
related to at least 
one essential 
question each. 
The responses 
exemplify careful, 
critical and 
evaluative thinking.  
The student went 
above and beyond 
the required 
number of 
quotations and 
responses. The 
responses do not 
have grammatical 
errors. 

Most passages are 
well-chosen, clear, 
cohesive and related 
to at least one 
essential question 
each. 
The responses 
mostly exemplify 
careful, critical and 
evaluative thinking.  
The student 
responded to five 
quotations. The 
responses do not 
have many 
grammatical errors.  

Some passages are well-
chosen, clear, cohesive 
and related to at least one 
essential question each. 
AND/OR Most passages 
are somewhat related to 
at least one essential 
question but are not 
always clear or cohesive.  
Some responses 
exemplify careful and 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. AND/OR The 
student responded to less 
than five quotations. 
AND/OR The responses 
have grammatical errors 
to the extent that clarity 
of meaning is 
compromised. 
 

Most passages are not 
well-chosen, clear, 
cohesive and related to at 
least one essential 
question.  
A few responses 
exemplify careful and 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. AND/OR The 
student responded to less 
than five quotations. 
AND/OR The responses 
have grammatical errors 
to the extent that clarity 
of meaning is 
compromised. AND/OR 
The student did not 
submit this assignment.  
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Summer Independent Reading 
10th Grade Summer Book List 

 
Non-Fiction 

 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 
 “Controversial and compelling, In Cold Blood reconstructs the murder in 1959 of a 
 Kansas farmer, his wife and both their children.” –Amazon 
 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 
 “A New York Times bestseller that has changed the way readers view the ecology of 
 eating, this revolutionary book by award winner Michael Pollan asks the seemingly 
 simple question: What should we have for dinner? Tracing from source to table each of 
 the food chains that sustain us- whether industrial or organic, alternative or processed- he 
 develops a portrait of the American way of eating.” –Barnes and Noble 
 
Soccernomics by Simon Kepur and Stefan Syzmanski 
 “…journalist Kuper and economist Syzmanski apply cold, hard facts to our commonly 
 held beliefs about the beautiful game and tell us that everything we think we know is 
 wrong.” –Amazon 
 
The Lives of a Cell by Lewis Thomas 
 “Elegant, suggestive, and clarifying, Lewis Thomas’ profoundly humane vision explores 
 the world around us and examines the complex interdependence of all things.” – Barnes 
 and Noble 
 
Naked Economics by Charles Wheelan 
 “Finally! A book about economics that won’t put you to sleep. In fact, you won’t be able 
 to put this bestseller down. In our challenging economic climate, this perennial favorite 
 of  students and general readers is more than a good read, it’s a necessary investment- 
 with a blessedly sure rate of return. Demystifying buzzwords, laying bare the truth behind 
 oft-quoted numbers, and answering the questions you were always too embarrassed to 
 ask, the breezy Naked Economics gives readers the tools they need to engage with 
 pleasure and confidence in the deeply relevant, not so dismal science.” –Barnes and 
 Noble 
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Summer Independent Reading 
10th Grade Summer Book List 

 
Fiction 

 
In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 
 “This is a tale of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of 
 the Trujillo dictatorship.” –Amazon 
 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick 
 “A final, apocalyptic, world war has killed millions, driving entire species into extinction 
 and sending the majority of mankind off-planet. Those who remain venerate all 
 remaining examples of life, and owning an animal of your own is both a symbol of status 
 and a necessity. For those who can’t afford an authentic animal, companies build 
 incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep…even humans.” –Barnes and 
 Noble 
 
Life of Pi by Yan Martel 
 “Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an encyclopedic knowledge 
 of animal behavior, a fervent love of stories, and practices not only his native Hinduism, 
 but also Christianity and Islam. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to 
 North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new 
 homes. The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, 
 an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.” 
  -Amazon 
 
The Wind Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki Murakami 
 “Japan’s most highly regarded novelist now vaults into the first ranks of international 
 fiction writers with this heroically imaginative novel, which is at once a detective story, 
 an account of a disintegrating marriage, and an excavation of the buried secrets of World 
 War II.” –Barnes and Noble 
 
God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
 “Equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political drama, it 
 is the story of an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in 1969.” –
 Amazon 
 


