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As the BSGE community 
embraced a new and bet-
ter school year, the new 
juniors and their teachers 
welcomed a changes to the 
IB curriculum for certain 
courses.   With the intro-
duction of such modifica-
tions, teachers and students 
alike have been adjusting 
to accommodate for the 
new assessments, topics and 
focuses.

The subject with the biggest 
changes in its curriculum 
was IB Math SL. The IB or-
ganization has altered the 
sequencing and the scope 
of the course, focusing in 
and placing more impor-
tance on certain topics 
rather than others. All stu-
dents are now required to 
use the Third Edition Math 
SL Textbook rather than 

the first edition one. Jim 
Napolitano, BSGE’s Math 
SL teacher stated, “Certain 
things such as matrices 
have been moved to the 
senior’s curriculum while 
juniors will be dealing with 
other difficult topics, like 
rational functions.” Prior to 
the change in the IB curric-
ulum, students were forced 
to complete “portfolios”, 
which focused on fostering 
every student’s individual 
math curiosity. However, 
now juniors have to do 
“explorations”. Accord-
ing to Jim, while the focus 
is similar, portfolios were 
harder and required a “dif-
ferent mindset and thinking 
process” than explorations.  
In addition, new class sizes 
and the time constraint 
have made these curricu-
lum adjustments harder 
on everyone. “The entire 
dynamic of the program is 

vastly different”, says Jim, 
who says he believes to be 
managing quite well.

The Second/Foreign 
Language course was also 
changed. The Chinese IB 
curriculum has added a 
new component to the oral 
section, where students are 
given a picture and asked 
to talk about it for a given 
period of time.  They are 
given five to ten minutes 
to prepare their notes on 
an index card, memorize 
them and present their 
image.  Ms. Shen, BSGE’S IB 
Chinese teacher states, “The 
new curriculum is actu-
ally easier on me and the 
students; it’s mostly a lot of 
memorization in a shorter 
period of time, which I 
like.” This new aspect to 
the exam aims to work on 
the student’s conversational 
skills, where they have to 

“think on the spot” and 
do not have something 
planned beforehand. She 
believes the only difficult 
thing is that every student 
learns differently and their 
skills vary (in reading, writ-
ing, listening, and speaking) 
which makes it harder to 
assess and help them.

Even IB Visual Arts under-
went minor modification 
over the summer.  IB art 
students are now required 
to send a digital copy of 
their journal to graders, as 
opposed to mailing them 
pages from it.  Students 
also must record and send 
a digital video of their 
artwork to reviewers. Ms. 
McCabe finds this ap-
proach easier but some-
times harder to grade the 
students without actually 
having the work in front of 
the reviewer.

IB Changing
NEHA MEHTA ‘14

BSGE’s 2012 
Graduating Class 
in Numbers

The number of students in the 2012 graduat-
ing class.

The number of kids who registered for the IB 
Diploma.

The number of students who received an IB 
Diploma.

The number of students who were certificate 
candidates (did not take all IB exams, write their 
Extended Essay, and/or take TOK).

60

37
25
6

Statistics Collected by Ariel Taub ‘14

10 Tips for 
New Bees
1. Be polite, stay to the right.
2. Ask yourself: Can I fit a person in my bag? If  yes, get 
a smaller one.
3. You can get action hours by swimming in the fifth 
floor pool. Yes, the fifth floor.
4. Procrastination is inevitable. Shh, just go with it.
5. Don’t stand in the middle of the hallway unless you 
want to get body-slammed.
6. Thirsty? Fourth floor water fountains are the best!
7. Don’t PANIC about your work. Save that for later.
8. Learn what IB stands for. And learn how to s-p-e-l-l 
it.
9. Go to the dances. We need your $$$ money $$$.
10. Donate your locker to a junior :)

ANA MILJAK ‘14 & NEHA MEHTA ‘14

Students dance at BSGE’s first Homecoming Dance, which took place earlier this year on September 28th. 
Photo credit: Beatriz Benares ‘16 

Need homework help? 
Don’t want to ask a teacher?

Peer tutoring is available during 8th period in the library 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday if you need help but 

aren’t assigned to an 8th period class that period. 

If you’re an 11th or 12th grader and you need CAS hours, 
or if you just want to contribute to the greater good of the 

school, you can just show up and start tutoring. 

Teachers, you can send some students who are normally 
in your eighth period class to the library.

Transitioning from MYP to IB, page 3
BSGE’s 

First 

Homecoming, 

page 6

Entertain-
ment for the 
Interested 
Soul, page 6
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BSGE’s Clubs 
and Activities
BSGE welcomes you back to BSGE for another great year, and sends out a warm welcome to the new 7th and 9th 
grade student body. At BSGE, everyone is given the chance to shine and students are encouraged to build on their 
own interests, whether academic, sports-related, art-related, or otherwise. For students who wish to pursue their 
interests by participating in extracurricular and after-school activities, BSGE offers a number of clubs that are open 
to students in every grade. However, some of BSGE’s sports teams are only open to high schoolers.

Students who are interested in playing a musical instrument or learning how to should speak with Ms. Nikkolos, the 

music teacher. She is in charge of the BAND, a group of musically-talented (or musically interested) students 
who meet on Tuesdays during 8th period. If  you join this club, you will learn how to play music in a group and 
work on your skills. You will be given opportunities to perform at school concerts and venues outside of school. If  
you are looking to learn how to play an instrument, Ms. Nikkolos organizes private and group lessons at other times 
during the week. Stop by the music room on the 4th floor to find out more and 
sign up.

Students who enjoy working with technology and computers should consider 

joining the MOUSE SQUAD. Here, students help maintain school 
computers, and get a chance to practice their skills. You will receive training on 
how to solve software and hardware computer issues, and how to update the 
technology. Everyone is allowed to sign up for the club, however, only students 
who have basic skills will be accepted (this is based on a screen test). If  you are 
interested in joining, speak to Shantanu, the technology teacher in room 402.

For students interested in math, the MATH CLUB meets on the second, third, and the fourth Mondays 
of every month in room 400 from 2:15 to 3:05 pm. During the meetings, students from different grades work 
together to solve math problems. Members of this club are given the opportunity to take part in competitions like 
Moody’s Mega Math Challenge or AMC. By being part of this club, you get the chance to interact with students from 

different grades who share an interest with you. If  you 
are looking to join this club, meet Mr. Jim Napolitano for 
more information.

Students who are fond of writing, design, photography 

or art may want to join the school paper, THE BACC RAG. Everyone is welcome to join. Here students 
investigate issues and/or events that take place in school or outside, and report them to the BSGE community. Stu-
dents will be able to develop and improve upon their writing skills, but will also be expected to deliver articles and 
work efficiently with deadlines. Staff meetings take place every Tuesday from 3:15 to 4:15 pm.

BSGE students give back to their community and the world. 

The school’s community service committee HELPING 
HANDS works with local, national, and international or-
ganizations that protect the future of our generation and focus on 
a variety of issues. For instance, members of this club were able to 
earn $3,500 for Haiti in the past, a project that the school has been 
involved in for some time. Students who join the club are expected to 
attend meetings every Monday from 2:15-3:10 pm and participate 
in volunteer work outside of the school, too. Remember that you 
should join the club to make a difference, not just to earn commu-
nity service hours.

MAISHA CHOWDHURY ‘15

This year’s junior class had its streams reorganized 
and most of its classes enlarged. The classes and which 
students are in each change almost each period. In 7th 
grade, classes were divided by language. The next year 
the two classes of Chinese became one Chinese class, 
and there were two Spanish classes. The streams were 
divided accordingly. The next year, 9th grade, to every-
one’s surprise the language classes merged and there 
was a period when everyone had Language B at the same 
time. Despite having one period where everyone was 
in a class of split streams, everyone otherwise belonged 
solely to one stream. Now, in the 11th grade, the classes 
are separated mainly by students’ science and language 
choices. English, History of the Americas, and Science are 
spent with a student’s science class. Language and Math 
are separate. This year’s eleventh graders have classes 
with solely their science class, classes mixed between the 

two science classes, classes according to Math SL or Math 
Studies, and classes according to Chinese or Spanish.

There has been some confusion about which streams 
some students are in when it comes time to submit work 
to turnitin.com. For example, Lauren Ouaknine ‘14 was 
told that she was in 11-2 for English and Art although in 
Biology and HOA.

In the past, the eleventh grade has had set streams, even 
when separated by language they belonged to either 10-
1, 10-2, 10-3. However this year there is a confusion as 
to which class everyone is in. Ms. Dikes, the IB Coordina-
tor and 12th grade History teacher, said that this is no 
accident. The classes were set up this way simply because 
of scheduling and so the classes have different sets of 
students. Ms. Dikes added that with this mixing of stu-
dents, “we become one group, not segregated.”

Shaking Up Junior Streams
ARIEL TAUB ‘14
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As many of BSGE’s juniors have recently become aware 
of, the transition from the MYP to the IB curriculum 
is a particularly difficult adjustment. Moving up to the 
eleventh grade not only signals the third year of high-
school, but also the first year of IB. The two to four years 
that these students spent at BSGE prior to junior year are 
supposed to prepare them for the heavy workload and 
demanding nature of the IB Diploma Program. Whether 
student or teacher, many at BSGE realize how intimidat-
ing the IB DP is made out to sound – with the more work 
expected to be done and the seemingly less time that can 
be put in to work on each assignment.

Two classes in which the transition from MYP to IB seems 
especially difficult are Visual Arts and English. The cur-
riculum of these IB classes demands something from the 
students that wasn’t demanded as much in their MYP 
years. Ms. Connie You, a teacher for both MYP and IB 
English, says IB expects “independence of thought” more 
so than MYP does. The transition to English HL for her ju-
nior students this year seems more difficult than any year 
before. Ms. You notes that, “the biggest hurdle is time 
management.” Many students struggle with the amount 
of work that is expected to be done by the end of junior 
year alone. In English specifically, there are two major 
IB assessments that need to be done in junior year – one 
at the end of each semester. Ms. You says that “there is 
no template in the larger culture for what high school 
in an IB school looks like, so students are completely 
unprepared and sometimes blindsided” by the shock-
ing amount of work that BSGE students have to do. The 
lack of any workload parallel in the world outside BSGE 
also brings up the parents of the IB students who “have 
no way to truly understand what IB DP is like.” Parents 
who are not familiar with the IB Program have a greater 
difficulty realizing how much work their son or daughter 
has to do for IB.

Lauren Ouaknine ‘14 explains her view about the transi-
tion from MYP to IB. Agreeing with Ms. You, Lauren 
says, “[In IB,] we’re not guided as much. A lot of the 
work is more independent and rests on our shoulders” 
compared to them being “babied” in the MYP when they 
would get outlines and specific instructions for each as-
signment. Ms. Gretchen McCabe, one of BSGE’s Visual 
Arts teachers, agrees that the IB DP definitely requires 
more independence and allows students to be freer in 
their work. The juniors’ expectation to “express their 
individual insights” by creating artwork without having 

many guidelines, according to Ms. McCabe, is “extremely 
intimidating.” Beginning their independent artwork, 
juniors have “wide-open freedom” that requires them to 
develop “their own ideas about the society, culture, and 
the world, or their role in it.” The freedom, especially in 
IB Art, is demanding for juniors especially because they 
are expected to come up with their own ideas while art 
is very open-ended and almost limitless. Being in Junior 
Year IB Art will make juniors aware of the possibilities in 
the IB Art program. Ms. McCabe notes that there is much 
flexibility for students to “realize their enormous poten-
tial” to create their individual artwork.

Similar to the end-of-semester English IB assessments, IB 
Art students are expected to create 18-24 pieces of art 
as well as research and write about artists and artworks 
by the end of junior year. Ms. McCabe defends the high 
expectations with the fact that junior year projects will 
“give [students] a trajectory for which they can continue 
to develop in the 12th grade.” Tahmid Zawad ’14 has 
become thankful that the IB DP does have such high 
expectations for its students. He says, “[Students at] other 
schools can only imagine getting the education we’re get-
ting right now.” He’s very thankful of the hard work that 
is demanded because it will help BSGE’s students with 
pursuing their college lives and future careers.
Lauren, whose older sister graduated from BSGE in 2011 
and is already in college, seems thankful that her par-
ents were familiar with the IB DP years before she even 
entered BSGE. She says it is better to have family who 
already has clear ideas of what IB is because of her sister. 
Lauren says her parents “completely understand” when 
she has to sacrifice family time or other plans to work on 
her BSGE work. She is thankful that for her older sister 
having gone to BSGE because she knows what to expect. 
Isaac Farciert ’14 feels the same way; he says, “I just have 
a sense of what is to come, of what the teachers expect of 
me, what...things await me” to explain the advantages to 
having someone else experience IB before him. However, 
Isaac points out the disadvantages that come with having 
an older sibling at BSGE. He says, “part of the disadvan-
tages includes others’ expectations of me...I definitely feel 
bad when I get lower grades than he does.” Even with 
the “frustration” that comes with being compared to his 
brother, Isaac notes that the transition to IB – for any-
body, not just those with older siblings – “is just learning 
to be independent.” Both Isaac and Lauren realize that, 
despite having to follow their older siblings’ performance 
in BSGE, they have to learn, develop, and mature by 
themselves. Similar to Ms. You’s explanation of the “inde-

pendence of thought,” both Isaac’s and Lauren’s expla-
nation of their independence on their siblings is limited. 
Lauren says, “My work needs to be my own regardless of 
if  she’s done it before.” Isaac agrees and adds, “There are 
limits to the information I am given, and I am made well 
aware of what I can and cannot know.”
However, there are more challenges to IB than having 
high expectations from siblings and parents. Filip Marti-
novic ’14, who practices for his swim team 6 days a week 
and attends the Manhattan School of Music, Precol-
lege Division to play piano on Saturdays, anticipates the 
homework juniors receive will be overwhelming. Even 
with these presumptions, Filip “loves” his extracurricu-
lar activities and says, “I don’t understand how I would 
manage if  I had to quit either [swimming or piano].” 
Despite his full commitment to extracurricular activi-
ties, Filip manages to find time for all school assignments. 
He says, “I have to constantly assess how much time I 
have to take to complete an assignment” and decides if  
he has to skip his extracurricular activities on a certain 
day. Filip, and presumably as well as other students who 
have outside activities, has to try hard to fit in homework 
whenever and wherever he can. To Filip, this means, “in 
the locker room before ‘drylands’ – weight training or 
gym time, in the train...or in the car.”
When asked about why the transition is so difficult for 
students, Ms. You says it is because “the transition is in-
tellectual, social, psychological and emotional.” It is defi-
nitely not a surprise to most BSGE students that the IB DP 
will require time sacrifices from students that their peers 
from other schools will spend hanging out with friends. 
Tahmid, who contemplated leaving BSGE and transfer-
ring to a different school, is familiar with the appeal of 
having a social life. He says, “I [initially] did not feel as 
if  I was truly getting the ‘high school experience’ that 
all my friends were getting at other high schools.” This 
“high school experience” is what has to be sacrificed by 
BSGE students however, according to Ms. You, “you get to 
go through it surrounded by your friends, supported by 
your teachers and parents.” Tahmid, substantiating his 
decision to stay, notes that BSGE “ultimately gave [him] 
the confidence [he] needed in order to achieve academic 
excellence and strive towards becoming a “college-ready” 
student with the help of [his] loving peers and teachers.” 
It is well-known and rightly justified by many at BSGE 
that the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is 
highly demanding and time-consuming for students, but 
many still do agree that the program is worth it despite 
the obstacles and difficulties that everyone has to face 
when going through it.

Transitioning from MYP to IB
SAMANTHA CALPO ‘14

From the time students 
enter as seventh grad-
ers up until the day that 
they graduate, they are 
constantly reminded that 
extracurricular activities 
are extremely important. As 
students in the middle years 
program, they are required 
to complete community and 
service hours. These com-
munity and service hours 
can be completed through 
a range of activities. School 
clubs, such as The BAC-
CRag or Helping Hands, 
allow students to earn 
their hours. Other activi-
ties that offer these hours to 
students are volunteering at 
parent-teacher conferences, 
helping teachers organize 
their files, and other ex-
tracurriculars that are not 
involved with the school. 
There are some restriction-
sas to what constitutes an 
activity that gives a student 
hours. The activity cannot 

be religiously affiliated, 
and it cannot be paid work. 
However, most students 
have no trouble getting all 
their hours in.

From seventh to tenth grade 
at BSGE, a student is in the 
Middle Years Program. 
As a requirement of the 
program, they must have 
completed 100 hours by 
the time they finish tenth 
grade in order to receive 
a certificate of completion 
for the MYP. These hours 
fall under “community and 
service.” Unlike the hours 
needed for the IB Diploma 
Program, this term for 
hours is very general. For 
community and service 
hours in the first four years 
of their BSGE career, a 
student can join newspa-
per, volunteer at an event, 
or join other extracur-
riculars. There are a large 
number of activities that 
can be completed and still 

count toward community 
and service hours for the 
MYP. Once an activity is 
completed, a form must be 
filled out by the student, 
which asks them to de-
scribe the activity and what 
they learned from it. After, 
the form must be handed 
in to Peter Wilson, as he 
documents hours for every 
student in the school.

The IB Diploma Program 
has a different set of re-
quirements for the hours 
that need to be completed 
by students. There are 
specific hours that need to 
be completed, and certain 
activities will only count 
for certain types of hours. 
When working for their 
IB Diploma, students must 
acquire CAS hours. CAS 
stands for the three types 
of hours that students must 
participate in activities to 
fulfill the requirements of 
IB: Creativity, Action, and 

Service. Creativity activities 
included teaching someone 
to play the guitar or danc-
ing, Action activities include 
joining a sports team, and 
Service hours include vol-
unteer activities. Students 
need to complete 150 
hours, with a mini-
mum of 20 hours 
in each section. 
Once the activity is 
completed, another 
form needs to be 
completed. However, 
in contrast to the 
form for the MYP 
Program community 
and service hours, 
this form is more 
detailed and needs to 
be typed. However, 
it is also given in to 
Peter Wilson.

While the task may 
seem daunting, 
hours are easily 
completed. It is help-
ful to plan activities 

ahead, especially in junior 
and senior year when 
IB classes and standard-
ized tests take up a lot of 
a student’s time. It is also 
helpful, and much more 
enjoyable, if  the activities 
are fun or interesting. It 

would not do to give up 
on an activity because it 
is completely unbearable. 
Acquiring hours is easy if  a 
student is organized.

What is C-A-S?
ERIN CAMIA ‘14
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Staff MeMber of the Month:

Mildred Velez
How would you describe your role in BSGE?
Well my title is school aide. I do a few things. I’m in the 
cafeteria for all the lunch periods. Then after the lunch 
periods are over, I do what the staff... If  they need sup-
plies, I get the teacher supplies, I do filing, I make copies, 
I take care of the copying machines, I order supplies for 
the copy machines... And basically anything that comes 
up.

How long have you worked at BSGE?
I believe it’s going on for 5 years.

So you’ve been here the whole time Ms.Johnson was the 
principal?
Yes, the whole time she was principal and I believe one 
year before she was the principal. When Mr. Stroud was 
the principal.

Why did you choose to work here?
Well I didn’t choose, they chose me. Because the Board of 
Education sends the school aides to the schools who need 
school aides, so I really didn’t choose.

What’s it like working at BSGE?
Oh, it’s very nice. I’ve worked at other big schools, I’ve 
come from Aviation, Thomas Edison... And this is the 
smallest school there is. It’s very nice because the stu-
dents are really nice compared to big schools.

Are the students more... loud in the bigger schools?
Yeah, they were more like...Rough. You had to really 
stand back, take 2 steps back to see them from a distance. 
Because you really don’t know how they’re going to react 
towards you... So, this is a really big difference.

What’s the best part of working at BSGE?
The best part of working at this school... I would say the 
students are the best part. They really really make the 
school. They either make it or break it, and they make it. 
They really make the atmosphere.

And the worst part?
Sometimes there’s a lot of things to do and not enough 
time in one day. And whn you try to get everything done 
that’s assigned to you for that day, you really want to do 
it and you have to give a little extra of yourself. But it’s 
okay. There really is no worst part.

Do you have a favorite person at BSGE?
Not really, it’s nice to get along with people... But every-
one’s a favorite!

What advice would you give to the students of BSGE? On 
life, school, the universe, whatever?
To do the best they can in whatever they’re doing. 
Whether it’s work-related, school-related,. personal-
related; whatever it is, do the best you can.

What other jobs did you work at before coming to BSGE?
I used to work at Office Max. That’s where I get all the 
training with the copy machine. That’s why I’m an expert 
in copy machines. That’s what I do.

What’s your ethnic background?
My parents are from Puerto RIco.

100% Puerto Rican?
Yes.

Where did you grow up?
In Spanish Harlem in Manhattan.

So you were born in NY?
Yes. Yes.

So you’ve always lived here?
Yes, I don’t know any place but New York!

Tell me about your family.
I don’t have much family... My mom and my dad are 

no longer with us. I never got married. I live with my 
brother, I take care of him mostly because he has emo-
tional problems.

Is he older or younger than you?
He’s just 1 year older than me. And we’re close. But he 
needs supervision, when I’m at work he stays at my 
cousin’s house and then I go get him. And that’s about it 
for now.

Do you have any pets?
No, I’ve never had a pet!

Aw, why not?
I’ve always wanted one.  But for some reason since we 
were small we never had one, so I grew up without 
one and I never got into having one. And now even if  I 
wanted one, I really couldn’t afford one.

Yeah, they’re really expensive now... What do you like to 
do when you’re not at work?
Oh, I love to read. I’m always reading something. Right 
now I’m into reading health books and nutrition books.

Oh, so you’re interested in health, nutrition and staying 
healthy?
Yes! And, I love crafts... I go to the Michael’s store, I love 
crafts...

What kind of crafts do you do?
Well I used to do jewelry. I used to make my own brace-
lets and I used to make jewelry and I used to buy a lot 
of pieces of wood, like wood cards and paint them and 
decorate them and put them as magnets on my refrigera-
tor.

If  you won the lottery, what would you do with the 
money?
If I won the lottery, the first thing I would do would be 
to put the money away for myself. The next thing I would 
do would give money to charity. But I’d have to study up 
on which charity to give. Because sometimes charities 
become corrupt and they don’t give money to the right 
things. So I would definitely need to study on which is the 
best place to give to.

Describe yourself in 2 words!
Too loyal... And too serious!

If  you could have a superpower, what would it be?
Oh wow! Umm, to take away crime from this world.

No breathing under water?
No, I would want something to fix the world.

Thank you for allowing us To inTerview you, Mildred.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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The Syrian Civil War
The Syrian Civil War, like 
many of the revolutions 
and revolts that swept the 
Middle East, came out of 
the Arab Spring in early 
2011. On March 15, 2011 
much of the conflict that 
swept the countries like 
Bahrain, Tunisia, and Egypt 
made its way to Syria after a 
feud over government graf-
fiti. Like the many forms of 
protest present during the 
Arab spring, Syria’s conflict 
eventually escalated to such 
an extent that, by the early 
Fall of 2012, the country 
was in a Civil War. Like 
many countries taken up 
by the wave of unrest, less 
than a year ago the politi-
cal scene in Syria seemed 

to be fine. Media headlines 
estimate death tolls as high 
as 30,000 people. As the 
conflict continues to rage 
on, the UN estimates more 
than 350,000 refugees 
have fled Syria into the 
neighboring countries of 
Iraq, Turkey, and Lebanon. 
Newly appointed Syrian 
Prime Minister Wael al-
Haqi estimated the conflict 
has cost Syria nearly 34 
billion dollars with current 
costs of rebuilding razed 
infrastructure at nearly 40 
billion dollars.

The conflict in Syria is 
rooted primarily in a 
country torn by ethnic 
divisions - a minority sect 
of Allawites that has ruled 
Syria through a military 

dictatorship. President 
Bashar al-Assad, who suc-
ceeded his father Hafez 
al-Assad in 2000, and most 
of the military and politi-
cal figurehead, belongs to a 
ruling minority of Allawi-
tes. The Allawites make up 
a mere 10 percent of the 
Syrian population, which 
is starkly juxtaposed with a 
75 percent of Sunni Mus-
lims. Therefore, the main 
reason for Syrian unrest is 
the inadequacy of political 
representation that comes 
with the small sect ruling 
with an iron fist.

In fact, this was not the 
first instance of large-scale 
political tumult in Syria. 
In 1982, under the rule of 
Hafez al-Assad, the Syrian 

gov-
ern-
ment 
killed 

around 10,000 
people after con-
flict involving the 
Muslim Brother-
hood. Currently 
Assad has taken 
to combating 
rebel forces and 
has the support 
of majority of the 
Allawite popula-
tion. However, 
despite the sup-
port of the Al-
lawite community 
and a relatively 
strong military, 
the Assad regime 
has not been 
able to crush rebel forces 
- the majority of which on 
Sunni. So, unlike the many 
other Arab nations affected 
by the Arab Spring, the Syr-
ian Government is equally 
matched by the opposition 
forces, which one of the 
main reasons that there is 
an ongoing conflict.

The conflict in Syria has 
brought not only regional 
but global attention. The 
nature of conflict has ques-
tioned the loyalty of many 
of Syria’s allies includ-
ing Turkey, which shelled 
Syria after conflict spilled 
over the borders in early 
October. Despite the UN 
condemnation of Assad and 
his regime the United States 
has sought no part in aid-

ing the military struggle of 
the rebels, a stance starkly 
different from the interven-
tion of Libya. However it 
is important to note that 
American intervention 
would aggravate one of 
Syria’s closest regional allies 
Iran, which would possibly 
cause wide scale conflict 
involving Lebanon and 
Israel. Any sort of foreign 
intervention in the conflict 
would undoubtedly upset 
the balance of power and 
intricate alliances that are 
present in the region.

Nonetheless all success-
ful uprisings are only as 
successful as the period of 
political reformation that 
follows. Based on the or-
ganization and diversity of 
the rebel forces, under the 

broad banner of the Free 
Syria Army, it is clear that 
the creation of a govern-
ment based on egalitarian 
principles of representation 
will be a challenge. The 
exiled opposition govern-
ment formed is known as 
the Syrian National Council 
and is filled with various 
factions, each seeking to 
have a prominent say in 
the political processes that 
would take place after the 
war. The various disagree-
ments within the council 
and the use of Islam as a 
platform to generate fervor 
and zeal within the rebels 
are two circumstances that 
will inevitably affect the 
process of government-
building  that may soon 
follow.

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

whaT To lisTen To:
Adversity by Beach Fossils. Along with their whole album: What a Pleasure. All their songs are really relaxing and 
they’re similar to The Drums.

James Franco by Hoodie Allen. Because... James Franco.

Two Door Cinema Club. The Irish indie band released their sophomore album, Beacon, this September, a follow up 
to 2009’s Tourist History. Both albums are extremely catchy, but while Tourist History has a more dancey feel, Beacon 

sounds more mellow, so just pick which one you wanna listen to. 
Either way, you’ll enjoy it.

whaT To waTch:
Movie: 

BeetleJuice- Directed by Tim Burton Tim Burton can do no wrong.
TV Shows: 
Arrested Development- On Netflix or Hulu. C’mon, three seasons and a movie!

Community- This quirky comedy about a study group in community college comes back 
for its fourth season on.... someday. The date is still unknown, but when it comes back on, 
please watch it so it doesn’t get cancelled. Hailed by many as the Arrested Development of 
this generation, if  you like self-referential humor, long running inside jokes, and plot conti-
nuity, you’ll like this show. Also, Joel McHale is in it. So again, please watch it.

Youtube: 

DailyGrace. Second funniest female comedian on Youtube.

whaT To read:
When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops by George Carlin. This book has “rough” humor, so don’t read it if  you tend to get offended eas-
ily. Actually, no- read it anyway.

Book Thief by Markus Zuzak- A historical fiction novel about Germany during World War II, this book will make you laugh and make you 
cry, but mostly make you cry. Be prepared to be completely immersed in the story and the historical context of the novel, and also have a box 
of tissues next to you as you’re approaching the end, because you will need it.

Two Door Cinema Club 

Entertainment for the 
Interested Soul

ANA MILJAK ‘14 & MEGAN MEHTA ‘14
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BSGE’s First Homecoming
On Friday, September 28th, the 
senior coun-
cil hosted 
BSGE’s first 
annual 
homecom-
ing dance, 
from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm in 
the cafegy-
matorium. 
Tickets were 
$5 and $7 at 
the door. All 

grades were welcome, and earlier in the week, each grade voted 
for their own homecoming king and queen who were crowned at 
the dance. Students enjoyed dancing to pop and hip hop music mixed by DJ Frequency, 

and Virge. The lights were 
turned off but colored strobe 
lights lit up the dance floor.

In other high schools, a 
homecoming dance is usu-
ally during the weekend of a 
school football game, and high 
school graduates return to 
their school that night, hence 
the name “homecoming.” In 
BSGE the party involves only 
the dancing and crowning, 
but it was a homecoming in 

a way because some students 
who transferred to others schools for high school returned to see their friends. Most 
students felt that the dance was a lot of fun and would definitely do it again next year. 
Nibras Islam ‘18, who was 
crowned 7th Grade Homecom-
ing King, had some suggestions 
on how to improve the party. 
“It could be earlier, because a 
lot of people left early,” he said. 
Although many students enjoyed 
the selection of music played, 
some weren’t impressed with 
the DJ. “Maybe we could have a 
live performance next year, too,” 
he added.

Andrea Joseph ‘12, a member of the senior council, revealed some of the planning 

process of the party. “We came up with homecoming because we wanted to have a 
theme that appealed to all the grades of 
the school,” she explained. “Our number 
one concern is that everyone has a good 

time 
at our 
parties, 
so we go 
out of 
our way 
to do so, 
even if  
it means 
we clean 
up all 
night. 
We want 
everyone 
to dance 

and enjoy themselves.” Students should 
look forward to more upcoming senior council events this year.

The kings and queens crowned at the dance were: Ivan Pereda ‘13, Alejandra Cruz 
‘13, Adia Wilson ‘14, Kevin Likhtshteyn 
‘14, Omar Nasr ‘15, Lauren Hallissey 
‘15, Sumin Hoque ‘16, Sara Asprilla 
‘16, Malcolm Sherman-Godfrey ‘17, 
Ciara Keogh ‘17, Nibras Islam ‘18, and 
Camilla Khan ‘18.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16 & BEATRICE McAVERNEY ‘16

Malcolm Sherman-Godfrey ‘17 & Ciara Keogh ‘17

Kevin Likhtshteyn ‘14 & Adia Wilson ‘14

Omar Nasr ‘15 & Lauren Hallissey ‘15

Ivan Pereda ‘13 & Alejandra Cruz ‘13

Nibras Islam ‘18 & Camilla Khan ‘18

Sumin Hoque ‘16 & Sara Asprilla

Photo credit: Beatriz Benares ‘16 and Nada Bourara ‘13
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What’s Up With the 
Huge Junior Classes?
As if  BSGE wasn’t crowded 
enough, this year, the 11th 
grade was squeezed into 
two large streams instead 
of the usual three. Rather 
than having around twenty 
students in each of the 
three streams, there are 
now about thirty students 
in each of the two streams. 
This is a change that most 
of the 11th graders are not 
happy with. For the past 
four years, the grade was 
used to having three me-
dium-sized streams. With 
that system, for the most 
part, students stayed in the 
same stream for all their 
classes. This year however, 
the 11th graders do not 
have one fixed stream and 
instead have classes with 
almost everyone in the 
grade. The students in this 
grade have strong opinions 
about this increase, and 
how it could possibly affect 
and alter the way in which 
their classes are set up and 
run.

Since a majority of the 
11th graders are not happy 
with this change, their 
responses and opinions on 
the increase and change 
were pretty unanimous. 
The 11th graders agreed 
that the increase serves 
more as a disadvantage to 
the students. One of the 
disadvantages of having 
such large classes is that 
teachers pay less attention 
to their students. Accord-
ing to Lauren Ouaknine 
’14, “Having larger classes 
takes a great toll on our 
work because we can’t 
get as much attention and 
help on something we’re 
having trouble with.” 

With the lack of interac-
tion between the students 
and teachers in the larger 
classes, there are more op-
portunities to be distracted. 
Stephen Mirauti ’14 said 
that, “With more people 
in a class, everyone is less 
focused.”Another problem 
that the larger classes pose 
is that the size of the class 
intimidates some of the 
students and stops them 
from participating. Tahmid 
Zawad ’14 said that with 
the larger classes this year, 
“some students get singled 
out and it’s harder for 
some people to participate 
or speak to the teacher in 
a larger class.”  For the 
most part, the 11th graders 
agreed that, overall, the 
change in the size of the 
streams is a disadvantage. 
When it came to express-
ing their opinions on the 
existence of advantages of 
the change, however, the 
unanimous views they once 
had become divided.

The 11th graders had dif-
ferent opinions on whether 
or not this change has 
any good or beneficial 
effects. Some of the 11th 
grade students believed 
that there are some good 
aspects to this change 
while others thought, 
overall, the negativity of 
this change outweighed 
anything positive about it. 
Stephen Mirauti ‘14 didn’t 
find anything beneficial 
about this change. He said, 
“There isn’t anything good 
about this change. I liked 
the previous set-up of 
our classes and streams.” 
Tahmid Zawad ’14 on 
the other hand, brought 
up something beneficial 

about the change when he 
mentioned, “For the newer 
students, we get to mingle 
and communicate with the 
other students who have 
been at BSGE for a longer 
time.” Nicola Vergara ’14 
also agreed with the idea 
that not all of the effects of 
this change were nega-
tive. She said, “With more 
people in each stream, we 
are able to be more open-
minded and share greater 
opinions with each other.” 
While some students did 
find it beneficial as it al-
lowed them to interact 
with new groups of people, 
there are still some aca-
demic disadvantages that 
outweighed all possible ad-
vantages of larger streams. 
Lauren Ouaknine ’14 said, 
“Academically, the increase 
in students per stream is 
not really helpful. It doesn’t 
have beneficial influence 
on my work.”

Even though a majority of 
the 11th graders are not 
happy with the increase 
in the number of students 
per class, it is something 
that the entire grade might 
be able to adjust to by the 
middle of the semester. 
Since it is only two months 
into the school year, this 
change comes off as a 
shock to the 11th grad-
ers. Although this change 
comes off as a difficulty 
and burden for the 11th 
grade, it is not an issue that 
can’t be solved. This change 
is something that the 11th 
graders will have to take 
time to get used to, so as of 
now the only thing they can 
do is to try to get along and 
work with everyone.    

RITIKA KARNIK ‘14

Packing In 
More New-Bees
This year, BSGE has once 
again added an extra 
stream of seventh grad-
ers. There are currently 
52 twelfth graders, 62 
eleventh graders, 71 tenth 
graders, 94 ninth grad-
ers, 98 eighth graders and 
107 7th graders. In total, 
475 students attend this 
school. Last year, BSGE had 
100 seventh graders, also 
in four streams.  There 
were only three streams 
of 7th graders each of the 
past five school years. In 
order to accomodate the 
extra 7th grade streams, 
the 11th grade streams 
were shrunk from three 
to two the past two years. 
The current 12th grad-
ers’ streams were easier 
to shrink since they had 
so few kids but this year’s 
11th grade is much bigger 
and led to unusually large 
classes.
 Why BSGE is 
accepting more students 
when it is so small? One 
of the main reasons is that 
BSGE gets more money 
the more students it has. 
Another reason is that 
the school allowed more 
seventh graders this year 
because students in the 
school leave after 8th 
grade by going to other 
high schools.  In the past, 
BSGE has admitted new 

students in 9th grade to 
keep its enrollement by to 
make up for the number 
of students who trans-
ferred however with larger 
7th grade streams, BSGE 
will not need to admit 
as many students in 9th 
grade. 
 Students in BSGE 
understand this situation. 
One tenth grader, Safiya 
Noel ‘15, said “There are a 
lot of kids in this building, 
we have to share lock-
ers but I understand why 
there are so many kids. 
More students [mean] 

more money. It would 
have been better to have 
three streams. I think that 
it could work out.” This 
shows that some people do 
not really mind the change 
and they have a sense as to 
why BSGE is adding more 
students. On the other 

hand, some students are 
unhappy about the having 
so many students. Janice 
Eng ‘16, a ninth grader, 
said, “There are too many 
people. It is hard to get up 
the stairs because it’s too 
crowded. You have to wait 
because there are so many 
people.” The increase 
in students has caused 
the school to seem much 
smaller. Students have a 
difficult time traveling 
around the school. This 
shows that having a lot 
of kids in BSGE can have 
a negative impact beyond 

more crowded 
classses.

There is a 
positive side 
to having 
more kids in 
the build-
ing however.  
Our school 
can share its 
program and 
strengths with 
many more 
students.  Also 
with more 

kids we will have a greater 
number of people to 
contribute to our school 
community and classes 
where we often do group 
work and have discussions.  
More people can mean 
more ideas.  

AMISA KHATRI ‘14

“There are 
107 seventh 
graders that 

started 
attending 

BSGE this 
year”

Moody Monday
Come to school in your pj’s

Twin Tuesday
You and a friend come to school wearing the same outfit

wicked wednesday
It’s Halloween! Show your spirit by coming to school wearing a costume

Jersday Thursday
Wear a sports jersey of your favorite team

fired up friday
Come to school dressed in blue and white, BSGE’s colors

Spirit Week 2012!

Check out the BACCRag online,
www.thebaccrag.wordpress.com

Like our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/thebaccrag

And follow us on Twitter!
@thebaccrag
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Don’t be Hackneyed for Halloween!
Don’t know what to dress up as for Halloween? Here are some ideas!

cereal killer
Walk around with a box of your cereal of choice. Make sure the cereal box is volumi-
nous so that it lasts the whole day. Take a piece of paper and write, “Ask me what I am” 
and tape it to your chest. When people do ask you what you are, stick your hand in the 
box of cereal like a vicious mongrel; be sure to stare them in the eyes while doing so. 
Quickly take your fist full of cereal out of the box and shove it into your mouth. Crush 
the cereal barbarously in between your teeth. While chewing say, “I’m a cereal killer.” 
Walk away knowing you’ve blown someone’s mind.

ariThMeTic siri
For those of you in Math Studies SL or any math class for that matter that has learned 
about an arithmetic series, please enjoy this clever play on words. Dress up as an Apple 
product that has the capability to handle Siri, the thing that talks to you on your phone 
when no one else will. Cut out a picture of the Apple home button and stick it on your 
forehead (you won’t be an anatomically correct Apple product but it’s much better 
than people poking and prodding at your stomach.) Get a piece of paper that looks 
like the Siri ask screen. Stick it to your chest. Be prepared for an overflow of arithmetic 
questions. If  it you get annoyed after a while and can’t handle anymore, just scream 
Syntax Error (wrong device but still.)

Maroon 5
Wear five clothing items and/or accessories, or anything for that matter that is maroon.

The wanTed
Get a large piece of white cardboard from your local Staples. It should be approxi-
mately two feet bigger than your face. When you bring home the condensed tree set it 
aside and boil a pot of coffee. Take the coffee and go all Jackson Pollock on the piece of 
cardboard. Wait for it to dry. Cut a square out in the center of the piece of cardboard, 
the square should ideally be the size of your face if  not slightly bigger. Now you should 
have a big gaping polygonical hole in your piece of cardboard with a few inches of 
room on the top and a few more inches of room on the bottom. Grab a thick, black 
permanent marker and handwrite “WANTED” in Times New Roman font- no other 
font will work. On the bottom write where you are “wanted” and make sure to specifi-
cally state the reason- the wittier the better. Finally take a string and attach it to each 
side of the cardboard. Wear it around your head with the hole in front of your face. 
When people come up to you and ask you what you are say, “I’m The Wanted. Like the 
band.” Badum tss.

arcTic Monkeys
Grab a scarf, a hat and some gloves. Wear a fairly thick sweater that tells people you’re 
not risking getting hypothermia. Get four monkey masks. If  you can’t find monkey 
masks print pictures off the internet and cut them according to your face; make sure to 
make eye and mouth holes so you don’t suffocate. Put the masks on each side of your 
head- your face, the back of your head, the side with the ear and the side with the 
other ear.  You could also tape the pictures to your face in the same fashion (staple it if 
you want to be extra daring). Finally put on your hat, scarf and gloves. When people 
say, “What are you,” grin and respond with “Arctic Monkeys.”

ray charles
You don’t need much for this costume. A hand, a willing friend, two sheets of paper, 

scissors, tape and a permanent marker will suffice. Take the permanent marker and 
write “Road” on a sheet of paper. Take the tape, put it on the back of the paper and 
stick it onto your willing friend. Take the second piece of paper and cut a small rectan-
gle, approximately the size of a label; or you could just get a label.  Write Jack on your 
label and stick in on your chest. Walk around with your willing friend everywhere. 
When people ask “What are you?” hit your willing friend and say, “Ray Charles.”

The Black keys
This costume requires a lot of assembly, time, effort and determination. Go to any 
nearby Party City or Halloween Costume Shop or even Amazon and try to find a bunch 
of keys varying in size and shape; thirty to one hundred keys would be great. The color 
doesn’t really matter because you’re going to spray it with black spray paint. Try to find 
black chains as well to connect the keys. Find something that black would look good 
against- so basically anything. If  you’re a girl (or a guy, no discrimination) you could 
just get a basic plain dress that you don’t mind destroying, it’ll make the creation pro-
cess much easier. Take all the keys you bought and spray the black paint on them. Wait 
the paint to dry for about two hours. Watch a Dr. Who episode while you’re waiting. 
Grab a chain and wrap it around your dress to measure how much chain you actu-
ally need. Do this for a few chains (one chain will be glued on the bottom of the dress, 
the middle and the top.) When it is dry, grab a black chain and put the keys through 
it. Glue the chains with a hot glue gun or Krazy Glue and wait yet again for it to dry. 
“What are you?” “I’m the Black Keys, like the band.”

The BeaTles
For this costume you have to be willing to give things away for free- get in the spirit of 
Halloween. Carry around a bag of candy with you wherever you go. Don’t cheap out 
either, it has to be good candy; do not be the guy that hands out cough drops. Get a 
piece of paper and write, “CANDY” on it and tape it to the bag to make it obvious. Get 
another piece of paper that says, “Ask me what I am” and tape it to your chest. When 
someone actually asks, say “I’m a Beatle” and hand them a piece of candy and say, 
“From Me to You.” Get it? No. All right.

karen sMiTh
Get sticker rhinestones from wherever one is supposed to get sticker rhinestones. Go up 
to the mirrorand create the letter “K” with the rhinestones. You must be able to see the 
“K” in the mirror, if  not you’ve done it wrong. Grab an orange. Walk around all day. 
What are you? I’m Karen Smith, duh.

kiM kardashian
You can be the scariest person on the block with this costume. First of all, stuff a 
pillow down the back of your pants. It doesn’t fit? Tough. Find a picture of Kim. My 
favorite picture of her is when she’s crying, nothing says scary like an emotional rich 
diva who cries. Put on a ton of mascara, seriously a ton, just empty out the tube onto 
your eyelashes. Don’t blink. Whatever you do just don’t blink (please understand that 
reference). Wait for the mascara to dry before you blink or you’ll never see the light 
of day again. To quicken the process you could head bang or shake your head from 
side to side. This probably won’t do anything but let’s just pretend. Once your mascara 
is somewhat dry, take some eye drops and just dump the liquid onto your eyes, forget 
about one drop at a time. The mascara should be running down your face like the Nile 
River runs through Africa. Don’t wipe away anything. Let it drip off your face and soak 
into your skin. When people ask you what you are, make a crying face (tighten you 
eyes, lift your eyebrows the whole nine yards) and scream, “You don’t know my life.” 
They should automatically know, if  not, just stick a label to your chest.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14


