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BSGE Seniors Andrea Joseph, Ivan Pereda, Kyle Diang-
kinay, and Ricardo Aguayo have already received full 
tuition scholarships to college by receiving highly com-
petitive, esteemed awards.

Andrea Joseph received a full scholarship to Vassar Col-
lege through the Quest Bridge College Match program 
(http://www.questbridge.org), the first BSGE student 
ever to win this prestigious award. Her scholarship cov-
ers full tuition, room and board, books, and a work study 
job with a total value over $200,000.

Ivan Pereda, Kyle Diangkinay, and Ricardo 
Aguayo received full tuition scholarships 
through the POSSE program (http://www.
possefoundation.org): Mr. Pereda to Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, Mr. Diangki-
nay to Wheaton College and Mr. Aguayo to 
Brandeis University. Each POSSE scholarship 
also includes full tuition with the total awards 
varying by school. 

Several of BSGE’s past graduates have also re-
ceived Posse scholarships.  Some of the more 
recent recipients include three students in the 
class of 2011, Oliver Ponce, Karina Rhem, 
and Mathew Grey, and one student from the 
class of 2010, Sarina Strohl.

Ms. Joseph’s Quest Bridge College Match Scholarship is 
a first for BSGE.  The Quest Bridge Program is designed 
to provide a “bridge” between “under served youth and 
leading institutions of higher education.” The organiza-
tion provides many different college application and 
preparation services and programs in addition to schol-
arships.

When describing the process, Ms. Joseph said it was 
“painful, stressful, nerve-wracking and time-consuming, 
yet undoubtedly worth it.” She added that receiving 
the scholarship validated the “years of gruesome work, 
sleepless nights, and social sacrifices.”

Upon hearing his admittance to the Posse program, Ivan 
Pereda said “I was very emotional because me and my 
parents didn’t always think I would go to college. “ He 
added that “this scholarship will help me be more confi-
dent when I get to college.”

Ricardo Aguayo said, because of this scholarship, college 
will now be “much less of a financial burden.” He con-
tinued, “I don’t want to boast but it’s nice to know that 
out of thousands of applicants that I was one of the most 
qualified.”

The program tries to identify students who have excel-

lent academic and leadership skills who may be over-
looked by the usual college selection processes and sends 
students as a group, or posse, of ten students to a college 
or university to act as a support system for each other in 
addition to helping students receive scholarships from 
their schools.

When discussing the value of the program, Kyle Diang-
kinay explained, “besides the money, the idea of having 
academic mentors and support is something you can’t 
put a price on.”

To be considered for the scholarship, students need to be 
nominated by their high school or community based or-
ganization.  In years past, the school was given the ability 
to nominate ten students of its students but this year 
schools’ nominations were decreased to eight. Students 
nominated must be in their senior years of high school 
and demonstrate both leadership and academic potential.

Once nominated, students must make it through three 
rounds before receiving early admission to colleges they 
have been matched to and receiving scholarships.

Students not admitted through the POSSE can still be 
considered for regular admission at those same schools. 
Last year, Kimberly Tran, a POSSE finalist at Babson Col-
lege, did not get into the POSSE program was admitted to 
the school and given a $160,000 scholarship.

When commenting on the college application process 
in general this year, comparing it to years past, College 
Counselor and Community Service Coordinator, Peter 
Wilson said that this year’s students have been applying 
to more challenging programs and schools than in years 
past and that there has been an upward trend in this re-
gard over the past few years.  Often students would apply 
only to the very best schools and CUNY’s but now they 
are applying to other great and competitive programs 
like the Macaulay Honors program among others.

BACC Rag Staff

OOPS! In our last issue, we mistakenly wrote Béatrice’s last 
name as McAverney. It’s actually McAviney! Also, Mildred’s 
last name is Velez, not Valdez. Our apologies, Béatrice and 

Mildred!

What to Listen To:
“Come of Age” or “What Did You Expect” by The Vac-

cines.
“The Vaccines are an indie pop revival of an eighties 

revival of fifties rock and roll” (Andres G. 15’)

“The Rip Tide” by Beirut
The perfect summer soundtrack for winter.

What to Read:
“Pure Drive” by Steve Martin

An alias name Woody Allen tends to go by. Steve Martin 
for President? He raised twelve kids, he can raise a na-

tion.

“Invisible Monsters” by Chuck Palahniuk
50% humorous, 50% serious, 100% disturbing. The 

never-ending plot twists will make your head hurt, but 
in a good way.

What to Watch:
“The Hobbit”

The new addition to the beloved hobbitual series follows 
Bilbo Baggins’ journey with tall men to obtain “the pre-

cious.” It’s three hours of Frodo not falling, hurrah.

Not “Breaking Dawn.”

ANA MILJAK ‘14 & MEGAN MEHTA ‘14
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The Award Recipients: Ivan Pereda, Ricardo Aguayo, Andrea Joseph, and 
Kyle Diangkinay.(Left to right) Photo Credit Kei Hyska
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Welcoming Ninth 
Grade New Bees

Former eighth grade students transferred from BSGE to 
a different high school this year, like Stuyvesant, Bronx 
Science, Brooklyn Tech, Frank Sinatra, and Laguardia to 
name a few. The students who stayed make up two ninth 
grade streams, and new ninth graders transferred in to 
BSGE to fill in the void of missing students.

New 9th graders mingling with BSGE veterans at lunch
The new students (“new-bees”) travel together in a 
stream of their own, Stream 9-1.  “I think the new-bees 
should be put into our streams,” says Nicholas Wong 
‘16. “It allows them to get to know more people.” One 
student, who would like to remain anonymous, says, 

“It’s like some of them are in their own bubble. They don’t have many opportunities to talk to people outside of the 
new kids because they don’t have the same classes as us.” Most of the new ninth graders are in a different stream 
than the other students because they have to take Living Environment and take the regent this year. Ninth graders in 
streams 9-2 and 9-3 already took that class in eighth grade in BSGE, taking the Living Environment Regent one year 
earlier than required. “It’s true that the new stream has a different schedule,” says Khadija Zulfiqar ‘16, one of the 
new additions to the ninth grade. “But the school is small so it’s like a family.”

All of the new students interviewed had comments about how small BSGE is, and while some may say that the 
hallways and staircases are crowded, it’s what many students love about BSGE, as it exercises your brain and forces 
you to dodge a torrent of students coming down the stairs in all directions in the morning. More importantly, the 
size of the school also gives everyone a chance to get to know everyone else. “We get to see people over and over 
again which gives us a chance to talk to them more,” says Justin Moy ‘16. Even though new students stick with their 
own stream during class, during lunch and after school, some mingle with the other ninth graders through mutual 
friends or by interest.

VIVIAN YAN ‘‘16

After walking around Union Square one hypothermic 
afternoon, I found myself seeking shelter in the nearest 
store which just so happened to be Strand- the real life 
Beauty and the Beast library but not as grandiose and 
not free- even though most books are close to it. Al-
though the weather outside was frightful, I found myself 
gravitating towards the dollar books outdoors because 1) 
They cost less than a water bottle and 2) They cost less 
than a water bottle- therefore deeming them to be more 
vital to our lives than water itself- which is pretty vital. 
While browsing I came upon an old, antiquated book 
called “Side Effects” by Woody Allen, which for some 
reason tickled my fancy almost instantaneously. The book 
was published back in 1975 when Woody Allen was at 
the prime of his radical, spearheading career. The rustic 
stains on the pages and the smell of coffee that was emit-
ted from the book did not necessarily draw me in, but 
they didn’t push me away either. It was kind of like a 
compromise- I got an incredibly hilarious book, however 
it looked like it had been hibernating under the belly fold 
of a homeless person from Brooklyn for a millenium or 
so.

Woody Allen, also known as Allan Stewart Konigsberg, 
was born on December 1st, 1935, gracing our planet 
with his very birth. He was said to have always been 
the introspective, comedic type. Who knows, maybe he 

cracked a 
joke while 
remaining 
pensive 
when he 
was being 
birthed. 
I’d like to 
imagine it 
would have 
been some-
thing along 
the lines 
of “ ‘What 
can one say 
of con-
finement? 
Only the 
body may 
be circum-
scribed. 

My mind roams freely, unfettered by the four walls (the 
uterus in this case) and therefore in truth I ask, does 
confinement exist’….oh, um I’d much prefer you to not 
touch me there, please and thank you.” Woody Allen is 
a playwright, an actor, a writer, a comedian, a genius, a 
musician, the embodiment of all things perfect, a human 
(arguably, although that argument would not go very 
far unless of course you or the person you were arguing 
with was a member of the Church of Scientology) and a 
senior citizen, which goes to show that the old folks have 
still got it. His humor is effervescent and his logic stays 
within a certain realm of intellectuality. While reading 
his books, the reader actually learns something related 
to education, psychology and even respectable comedy. 
“Side Effects” is full of short stories that are completely 
brilliant and relatable. One story in particular called 
“My Apology” in which Allen describes one of his reoc-
curring dreams in which he is Socrates, relates almost 
directly to what some students study and learn in the 
Theory of Knowledge class. The “Cave” allegory, written 
by Plato is explained thoroughly in this story and is much 
easier to understand because of the many other refer-
ences that modern day readers are fairly familiar with.

Some of the stories in this book relate to him directly, 
while others are products of his prodigious imagination 
(can we just note how many different adjectives I’ve used 
to essentially state that Woody Allen is flawless? Make a 
game out of it if  you want). In every story that he writes, 
he incorporates a joke every other sentence- although 
sometimes you need to be familiar with certain subjects 
or ideas to fully understand the joke in all of its win-
someness. It’s kind of like Easter where you try to find 
the chocolate eggs (or actual eggs if  your parents don’t 
love you as much) but you get knowledge instead of dia-
betes and rotten teeth.

All of his stories are sure to leave you either questioning 
your adequacy as both a human being and a writer or 
leave you stop, drop and rolling on the floor, potentially 
giving you carpet burn, unless you have wooden floors- 
in that case you’d get splinters. Side effects from reading 
this book include: Loss of oxygen, Annoying bantering 
that may seem funny to you but really is not because you 
cannot be Woody Allen, Intense “Beetleguise”-like bags 
under you eyes, Depression, nausea, backache, indiges-
tion, upset stomach, and diarrhea.

Woody Allen: A Witty and 
Effervescent Human-being

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14
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BSGE’s Curriculum Night
Earlier this year on No-
vember 5th, BSGE held 
Curriculum Night, a night 
when BSGE parents were 
able to meet teachers. From 
6:30 to 8:30pm, parents 
of BSGE students walked 
around the school and 
“attended” classes accord-
ing to their child’s sched-
ule. Each class was about 
9 minutes long and the 
parents had 4 minutes to 
get from class to class. In 

each classroom, the parents 
got to meet the teachers of 
each of the subjects that 
their child took. As stated 
clearly on the flyers and on 
the BSGE website, this was 
not a night for one-on-one 
talks about specific students 

and their performance in 
their classes. Instead, the 
parents were introduced to 
the courses, the structure 
and the expectations of 
the classes. Some teachers 
handed out course out-
lines, materials and binder 
information, and syllabi, 
while some handed out tips 
and helpful information for 
the success of the students. 
At some point during the 
night, each “grade” had 
2 periods for time in the 
cafeteria. This time was de-

voted for socializing, getting 
refreshments, and talking 
to students and alumni of 
BSGE. There, parents talked 
to other parents - some 
networked themselves 
and became familiar with 
the parents of their kids’ 

friends, talked to current 
BSGE students about what 
BSGE is like currently, and 
spoke to BSGE alumni about 
what they learned from 
being at BSGE - what their 
entire experience was like. 
These alumni were gradu-
ates from as far back as the 
2000s. They were Tatiana 
and Daniela Lam, Daniela 
and Marcelo Triana, Ana 
Maria Pamela Reyes, and 
Erick Gonzalez.  

This event used to take 
place at 
BSGE fre-
quently but 
stopped 
one year 
due to 
the event 
not being 
planned 
on time. 
This year, 
teachers 
and staff 
members 
decided 
that re-
starting 
Curricu-
lum Night 

would be useful. In a previ-
ous year, a night was de-
voted for Meet The Teacher, 
during which the parents 
of new 7th graders and 
transfer-9th graders could 
meet teachers. However, 
according to Mr. Mehan, 

the organizers 
of Curriculum 
Night (the PTA, 
Ms. McCabe, 
Ms. You, and 
himself) found 
that all parents 
should be able 
to familiarize 
themselves with 
the teachers of 
their children. 
Also, Curricu-
lum Night was 
planned early 
enough in the 
year that teach-
ers would know 
the students well enough 
but not too late that there 
was still time for parents 
to tell their children what 
teachers expect of them. 

Student Ambassadors -- 
chosen students to repre-
sent our school -- worked 
throughout the school to 
help out during Curriculum 
Night. Many stayed in the 
cafeteria to talk with par-
ents during their “cafeteria 
time,” while a few were on 
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th floors 
to guide parents if  they got 
lost. Ambassadors working 
behind the sign-in table 
noticed that class schedules 
did not match the actual 
schedules of their streams. 
Mr. Mehan, who helped 
to organize the schedules, 
noted that this was because 

the organizers had to tweak 
the schedules according to 
the teachers who were able 
to attend Curriculum Night. 
For example, two math 
teachers were not able to 
attend so different math 
teachers of the same grade 
“taught” the parents of the 
absent teacher’s students. 

Mainly positive feedback 
was heard from parents, 
including the fact that they 
were given time to rest 
from classes, to eat, and to 
socialize during cafeteria 
time. Also during this time, 
raffle tickets were being 
sold to help raise money for 
the school and to potentially 
hire a new librarian. Ac-
cording to Karen Chu, trea-
surer of the BSGEPTA, 1500 
dollars were raised during 
Curriculum Night. Another 

positive about the night was 
that there were over 150 
students who had a family 
member attend Curriculum 
Night. That’s over 33% and 
Mr. Mehan regards this as 
a huge success considering, 
just the week before, Hur-
ricane/Post-Tropical Storm 
Sandy hit New York. 

Next year, the staff defi-
nitely hopes to host Curric-
ulum Night again, possibly 
addressing the one small 
suggestion that a parent 
made during this year’s - to 
add networking signs and 
designated cafeteria tables 
for each grade so parents 
could more easily meet and 
connect with each other.

Photo Credit: Beatriz Bena-
res

SAMANTHA CALPO 
‘14

What Do Colleges Look For?
Juniors are often told that this year will be the most 
important year of high school in terms of getting into 
college. Besides being scary, it can also be confusing for 
them, and many questions may arise. What are colleges 
looking for? What do we need to pay attention to? There 
are so many factors that play into college admissions that 
it may be daunting to narrow our focus down to a few. 
Though colleges do look at everything you send to them, 
there are certain aspects that hold more weight than oth-
ers.

Complexity of Courses: Colleges want to 
see that students are taking the most challenging classes 
available to them. This shows that they are hardworking 
and willing to take risks, rather than just going the easy 
route and doing the bare minimum. Believe it or not, a lot 
of colleges would prefer seeing lower grades in harder 
classes rather than higher grades in easier classes. This is 
because while many people can do well in an easy class, 
not many decide to actually takeon challenges and enroll 
in the harder class. In most schools, this means trying to 
take as many Advanced Placement (AP) classes as possible 
but since AP classes are not offered in BSGE, and all stu-
dents take IB classes whether or not they actually try for 
the diploma, this does not really apply to BSGE’s students. 
However, for the younger students who are wondering if  
they should stay in this school or not, it is worth thinking 
about how easy it is to automatically take IB when you 
enter the 11th grade rather than choose which AP classes 
to take in a different school.

Grades: Obviously. Grades need to reflect a student’s 
best efforts; you can’t pick this year to slack off or do 
the minimum amount of work. What people consider 
to be “good” grades is subjective and varies depend-
ing on the college you want to apply to. A student does 

not need to get all 7s or think that if  they don’t, it’s the 
end of the world. Just do the best you can. While col-
leges generally are looking for improvement from the 
start of high school to the end, the extremely rigorous 
workload juniors face this year mean that a slight drop 
in grades is acceptable and even expected. Again, a lot 
of colleges would prefer a student with lower grades in 
tougher classes than one with amazing grades in easy 
classes, so don’t panic if  you suddenly have a 5 in a class 
you’ve previously gotten easy 7s in. That being said, don’t 
take that as a sign to stop trying altogether as that will 
not help someone get into college. As long as the drop 
in grades is justifiable and not for a lack of effort, you’ll 
(most likely) be fine.

Standardized Test Scores: As much people 
do not want to hear this, standardized test scores are 
important, and unfortunately, taking just the SAT is usu-
ally not enough. The ACT and the SAT II subject tests are 
becoming more and more popular. Many of the students 
taking the ACT have also taken the SAT, and vice versa. 
Having to study for not just one, but two standardized 
tests may seem horrifying and cruel, but it can actually 
be an advantage. Since the ACT and the SAT test stu-
dents on different things, they may do poorly on one and 
really well on the other. It is possible to choose which 
one to send to colleges depending on what you want to 
showcase. Also, standardized test scores should ideally 
be consistent with your grades. If  you have really high 
grades and poor test scores, it may look like you did not 
care about and did not study for the test. If  you have 
great test scores but poor grades, it’ll look like you don’t 
try in school. The best advice is to study for these tests as 
you would study for a test in school.

Extracurricular Activities: For extra-cur-
ricular activities, quality is better than quantity. This may 

seem counterintuitive but, surprisingly, colleges don’t 
want to see a whole page of activities, but would rather 
see two or three. It is more important to have a couple 
of activities that you have spent a lot of time and effort 
on, rather than being a part of a dozen clubs where you 
barely show up to meetings. Therefore, when you’re try-
ing to fulfill CAS requirements, try to complete the bulk 
of your hours with single activities that you’d do year-
round instead of completing a couple of hours here and 
there. Colleges will be impressed that you were dedicated 
to the activities you did. As an added benefit,  you will 
have less forms to fill out.

Anything that sets you apart from 
your peers: This is general on purpose, and can 
include a variety of things. Did you win an award for 
something? Was your artwork or writing published 
anywhere (besides the school newspaper)? Did you have 
a summer job while the rest of your friends were sitting 
at home on the computer? Anything that shows colleges 
“Hey, look, I’m not lazy” could, and should, be included 
in your application because it gives you an edge over 
thousands of other applicants with the same grades and 
SAT scores as you. As much as you don’t want to make 
getting into college a competition (or maybe you do), it is 
a competitive process and anything that makes you look 
well-rounded and accomplished is important. Haven’t 
done anything that you think is special? There are always 
some types of contests for high school students that 
pertain to your interests, such as writing competitions or 
photography contests. Google is your friend in this situa-
tion.

Keep in mind that different colleges look for different 
things, so this list may not apply to the college you want 
to go to, and should be used as a general guideline rather 
than end-all, be-all rules.

ANA MILJAK ‘14
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Personalizing 
Politics: 
Campaigns in 
the 21st Century
In the most recent political 
election, season campaigns 
made better use of private 
data and patterns gained 
from personal information 
to make political ads and 
reach new voters than in 
any other previous elec-
tion. This new method 
of campaigning involves 
using social media to lead 
to the ultimate success of 
the campaign. Polls about 
certain issues have been 
used to find out what 
people want to hear from 
certain candidates. In this 
way, candidates can better 
target their audiences and 
cater their viewpoints to be 
inclusive of the audience 
they are trying to reach.

Due to DVR (digital video 
recording) and other tech-
nological, developments it 
ispossible to record a show 
and fast forward through 
commercials. Campaigns 
have to take this new way 
of being exposed to media 
into account. As a result of 
the evolving habits of TV 
watchers, YouTube videos 
now have ads before the 
video, often ones that can-
not be skipped over. This is 
a new way of making sure 
people see commercials.

Advertisements are very ef-
fective in reaching specific 
demographics. Ads on the 
sides of popular websites, 
for example, may seem 
random. However, they 
are strategically placed. 
According to “The Digital 
Campaign,” a video on PBS, 
small details about people 
that seem insignificant 
can help campaigns make 
patterns that can aid in 
gaining votes.

Political intelligence com-
panies, such as Aristo-
tle, sell campaigns public 
information about people. 
This has occurred since 
Reagan’s election and they 
supplied information to 
both Romney and Obama’s 
campaigns. Campaign 
teams, using technology, 
can sort through masses of 
information and be precise 
in zoning in on all of the 
people allowed to vote in 
an an election. There is 
“one to one targeting” that 
results in the ability to talk 
about key issues. It starts 
with registered voting files 
which is like the “DNA of 
the electorate.” This file 
contains the name, address, 
gender, and race of the in-

dividual. Other information 
comes from commercial 
marketing; email, phone 
numbers, views expressed 
in surveys, what magazines 
the individual subscribes 
to, and more. A campaign 
can accumulate “up to 500 
data points on [an] indi-
vidual.” These points can 
be as specific as whether 
the individual is a smoker, 
Nascar fan, veteran... If  the 
music you listen to or car 
you drive can help cam-
paigns then they will use it 
to their advantage. It seems 
that they are getting very 
close to knowing specifi-
cally who the voter is yet 
they are look for correla-
tions between the data. 
Owning a corvette doesn’t 
necessarily mean one will 
vote republican however if  
there is a connection seen 
in a large amount of dates 
campaigns use this to their 
advantage.

You 
may 
wonder 
what 
they 
know 
about 
you! 
These 
lists 
of personal knowledge, 
ranging from type of car 
owned to whether or not 
one prescribed to animal 
magazines, when combined 
with knowledge of voting 
patterns in the past explain 
how to sell a candidate. 
These correlations then can 
aid volunteers to sell their 
candidates. Volunteers that 
go door to door in order to 
urge people to vote, due to 
technology, can skip over 
certain houses where it 
is clear there will not be 
a positive response. This 
makes it more efficient for 
volunteers to talk to those 
that they can influence, 
such as those undecided. 
Especially making sure 
your voters turn out to 
vote!

The seemingly random 
information gained from 
companies is fed into al-
gorithms to predict voting 
behavior. Importance of 
issues is determined dif-
ferently for certain people. 
Campaigns can create 
advertisements that certain 
people will respond well 
to. For example, according 
to “The Digital Campaign” 
a male from Ohio regis-
tered Democrat who owns 
a shotgun and visits the 

Wall Street Journal website 
might swing Republican if  
he cares about gun control. 
Ads can target that. The 
same way, a woman with 
children under 18 who 
subscribes to pet magazines 
might swing Democrat if  
she cares about education 
issues. After grouping peo-
ple with similar interests 
campaigns can then target 
groups with certain ads or 
take campaigners to their 
doors. Buckets are created 
for those heavily decided 
and for those that can be 
persuaded. Campaigns 
spend more time on those 
needing persuasion.

The specificity of the in-
formation collected helped 
Linda McMann, a woman 
who desired to be in the 
Senate. McMann spent 
millions of dollars over 
two campaigns and was 
knowledgeable on the vot-
ers in her area. McMann, 

a republican, 
knew that the 
voters in Con-
necticut were 
in support 
of Obama or 
were registered 
democrats so 
as part of her 
strategy she 

told people that if  voting 
for Obama they should 
also vote for her. She was 
urging people to avoid vot-
ing only for one party on a 
ballot.

In addition to public infor-
mation companies there is 
also a “cookie” code that 
records what websites you 
visit. Campaigns can buy 
access to your cookies so 
they can put ads on your 
most visited websites. Cam-
paigns essentially know 
who you are but don’t care 
about these details because 
they are doing this to sell 
you the presidential can-
didate.

In some swing states such 
as Ohio, citizens were 
bombarded with many po-
litical ads. The ads during 
the 2012 Election season 
spread more and more into 
social media, both in how 
they information was gath-
ered and where candidates 
advertised. In the 2012 
election campaigns have 
to speak to people and get 
points across differently as 
a result of many points be-
ing relevant yet some being 
more heavily weighted.

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

“small details 
about people that 
seem insignificant 

can help cam-
paigns... [gain] 

votes”

Helping Hurricane 
Sandy’s Victims
The devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy were felt all over the East Coast, especially 
in the New York area. Being one of the strongest storms to hit the East Coast, Hurri-
cane Sandy had caused everything to shut down in the tri-state area. People were left 
without electricity and heat for days, even weeks. New York City public schools, the 
subway system, bridges, tunnels and roads were closed for almost a week. Thousands 
of people were also forced to evacuate their homes and stay with their relatives else-
where or at shelters that were established all around the city. Unfortunately, thousands 
of people lost their homes and their loved ones during the storm. After witnessing 
and bracing through the devastating effects of the hurricane, hundreds to thousands 
of people came out to volunteer and help those affected most by the hurricane. There 
were different ways in which people volunteered to help the victims. Since the road to 
recovery is a gradual one, there are still many organizations and things people can do 
to help the victims of Hurricane Sandy.

American Red Cross: The Red Cross has continued to help victims of Hurricane Sandy 
by providing shelter, food and emotional support for the victims. Volunteers of the Red 
Cross have also helped to serve around 35,000 hot Thanksgiving meals this past week 
to those who were seeking shelter and a hot meal on Thanksgiving. To make a $10 
donation to the victims of Hurricane Sandy, text the world “Redcross” to 90999 or 
call the Red Cross at 800-Red-Cross. To find out more on how to volunteer and donate 
to the Red Cross, visit www.redcross.org

The Salvation Army: Volunteers of the Salvation Army have provided shelter, food, 
clean up kits, hygienic items, medicine and clothing to those in need. Several mobile 
feeding units have been stationed around the East Coast to help the victims of Hur-
ricane Sandy. People can make donations from $10 up to $500 where each donation 
provides something different to the victims of Hurricane Sandy. For example, if  you 
make a $10 donation, then it feeds a victim of the hurricane for one day but if  you 
make a $100 donation, it provides snacks and drinks to 125 survivors and an emer-
gency personnel at the scene of a greatly affected area from the hurricane. To learn 
more about how to volunteer and donate to the Salvation Army, 
visit www.salvationarmyusa.org   

Feeding America: Feeding America has provided thousands of pounds of food, water 
and supplies to those who were greatly affected by the hurricane. This organization 
has established hundreds to thousands of food banks and food trucks along the East 
Coast where people can drop off donations such as bottled water, food and other ne-
cessities to the volunteers of Feeding America at these food banks. To learn more about 
how to volunteer and donate to Feeding America, visit www.feedingamerica.org

RITIKA KARNIK ‘14

Desperate Times Call for 
Desperate Lockers
Rushing towards the locker room, panting while you sign language the teacher 
through the door a plea to let you in while a class is going on. Clustering outside of 
closed locker rooms in the morning, creating a pleasant fire hazard to start the day. 
The percentage of students who actually use our lockers are nodding along to these 
everyday BSGE situations.

One would think lockers are highly sought after, considering the limited amount and 
the growing student population; however, a surprising number of students don’t actu-
ally use their lockers.

“I remember how I used to use my locker at the beginning of seventh grade. But I 
always forgot something, so I just leave everything at home now,” says Sofia Caraballo 
‘16. Sofia is one among the many who choose not to use lockers because homework or 
study material may be left there by mistake, but the inconvenience of having lockers 
inside classrooms is as an issue as well.  While students do get five minutes to go to 
their lockers between class periods, class often begins already if  they arrive too late, 
or the previous class is still minutes away from ending if  they arrive too early. Teach-
ers who teach in classrooms with lockers are often disturbed by students who run in 
for their books right before the teacher starts class. “You end up not having enough 
time, because you can only stay in there for two minutes before the teacher tells you to 
leave,” says Brianna Carty ‘16.

Sometimes, whether or not there’s enough time to dump and run depends on the 
teacher. Students should be thankful if  they get a locker room with a lenient teacher 
who allows them in at irregular times. Nonetheless, no teachers like having their class 
interrupted. “Teachers are really picky with when you can come in because lockers 
are in their rooms,” explains Natalia Belchikov ‘16.

Due to the construction of the building, BSGE’s hallways are too narrow for lockers, 
where they often are in larger schools. But in lieu of lockers in classrooms, what do 
students think about having a few lockers in the bathrooms? “Our stuff would be sat-
urated in stench,” says Beatrice McAviney ‘16, who disagrees with the idea. Although 
there is a factor of disgust in storing items in the school bathrooms, there aren’t any 
teachers holding lectures in there, so students would be able to grab things whenever 
they want to. Some students appreciate the novelty of the idea, like Mahaut Brooks ‘16 
who says, “It’s totally fine because if you arrive to school late, you can still go to your 
locker since there are no teachers to yell at you. Plus, you can pee while you get stuff 
out of your locker.”

VIVIAN YAN ‘16
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IB Tired!
When was the last time 
that you slept at 10pm on a 
school night? Studies show 
that students and teachers 
need about 9 hours of sleep 
to properly function. How-
ever, the BSGE community 
knows that this statistic is 
ridiculous and doesn’t ap-
ply to the school.
Sleep not only plays an 
important factor in how 
engaged and focused a 
student is, but also affects 
the quality of their work. 
When asked about how 
much sleep high school 
kids need compared to 
how much they get, BSGE 
students had different 
responses. Ricardo Aguayo 
’13 believes that students 
should be getting seven 
hours of sleep. He stated, 
“Seven 
hours 
is the 
mini-
mum 
amount 
of sleep 
I need 
because 
then I’m 
more 
aware 
and 
I can easily understand 
what I’m learning.” Sleep-
deprivation makes it harder 
for students to under-
stand what is being taught 
and for them thoroughly 
complete their work and 
be dedicated to class. 
Other students thought the 
minimum amount of sleep 
students need was much 

less. Lenny Gonzalez’14 
stated “I think five hours of 
sleep is sufficient. If  I sleep 
more than 6 or 7 hours, I 
wake up more tired but five 
is perfect because then I’m 
more awake.” The reason 
that students seem to sleep 
less, especially in BSGE, is 
because of the overwhelm-
ing amount of work and 
time management skills. It’s 
very hard to allocate time 
to different tasks, espe-
cially in sophomore, junior 
and senior year. There are 
a plethora of repsonsi-
bilities and tasks that BSGE 
students must complete 
such as completeing college 
applications, studying and 
taking the SATs/SAT IIs, do-
ing the Personal Project and 
Extended Essay and more. 
Even during the weekend, 
students who are able to 

catch up on sleep end up 
falling back in to the same 
cycle. Sleeping late on the 
weekends ends up also 
affected one’s sleeping 
schedule, whether they like 
it or not.

Getting a substantial 
amount of sleep is not only 
necessary for students but 

also for teachers. Teachers, 
the very heart and core of 
the class, must be well-
rested in order to effectively 
teach and have their class 
be engaging. It tends to be 
obvious when a teacher is 
not well-rested because it 
affects the atmosphere and 
mood of the class. As it may 
be obvious that students 
blame sleep deprivation 
on procrastination and 
the incredulous work-
load, teachers have other 
reasons.  Most teachers in 
this school get approxi-
mately 6 to 6.5 hours of 
sleep. Ms. Africano and Mr. 
Giraldo, BSGE’s Spanish 
teachers both state that this 
is the amount of sleep they 
normally get, sometimes 
what they get on a good 
day. Mr. Giraldo explained 
that he has many things to 
do when he is home such 
as take care of his kids, 
cook, maintain a social life, 
and more. He does as much 
as he can at school, but 
continues to work at home. 
Ms. Africano expanded by 
commenting that she must 
get to school early to set up 
and make sure her class-
room and lesson plans are 
up-to-date. It seems like for 
both students and teachers 
the work does not remain 
in school, but continues 
into the late hours of the 
day.

Sleep deprivation is a hor-
rible condition that almost 
everyone in BSGE endures 
daily. It’s hard to focus, dif-
ficult to complete your 
thoug...................................

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

First Floor Art Display
The school’s art department recently decided to purchase the Seniors’ art work  in an 

attempt to create a school collection of art. The art 
now on display in the lobby across from the office is 
new this year and has attracted a lot of attention. The 
framed painting on display now is a wolf painted by 
Kara Tong called “Stripped” (pictured left) and por-
trays animal abuse.

A painting titled “New York/Nevada” by Dominique 
Cottichio (bottom two pictures) and Sofia Chelpon’s 
print of a patio also need to be hung. In total three 

seniors from last year from the senior show were chosen because their work dem-
onstrated and exemplified the goals of the IB art program. The art chosen from last 
year was decided based on how thoroughly students studio work investigated ideas, 
developed skills and clearly communicated ideas. Mr. 
Sheridan said he also looked for confidence and inde-
pendence in the work. The students whose work was 
chosen spent a lot of time in eight period and were 
curious to use new media. The research thoroughly 
backed up their work and there were highstandards 
met in the visual journals as well as in the studio 
work.

The school’s art 
department bought them for the school to begin a 
collection of student artwork. Pieces will be chosen 
every year now. “Two pieces is a decent amount, we 
started off ambitious,” joked Ms. McCabe. Approxi-
mately one piece from each class, otherwise the walls 
will be filled up pretty soon. A side effect of this 
will inevitably be competition. Ms. McCabe and Mr. 
Sheridan don’t think this will be a negative effect. 
Ms. McCabe described that she “went to an art mag-

net school and was obsessed with having [her] art on the wall by the end of the 12th 
grade.” This is relatively new for our school so it may take awhile for people to become 
extremely competitive over it, or those that are very into art will naturally strive to 
create art that they are interested in and these will be those that work hard and end 
up with their art on the wall.

The purpose of the wall be also to show the range of form and medium and ideas IB 
art can take. Students are motivated to create unique works that do not have to be 
in paint. For example, Kara Tong’s use of material was creative; two layers of paint 
and paper, the first sheet is a watercolor of the skeleton and innards. A type of paper 
called vallum was on top over the main painting used to depict the outside of the wolf, 
the fur and such.

The work on display was taken to be generously framed in Brooklyn at a place called 
“Make a Frame” by a friend of Ms. MCcabe’s, Thoren Vadala, who donated the ser-
vices to the school. Ms. McCabe finds that “having the work professionally framed 
creates that much more prestige.” She also said that due to already having access to 
nice art materials the framing is another step to making our art look professional.

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

“There are a 
plethora of 

responsibilities 
and tasks that 

BSGE students 
must complete”

The Nerd

Wanted Dead & Alive- Schroedinger’s Cat
snorgtees.com
$16.96

F For Effort
Urban Outfitters

$9.99

The Movie Buff

Mean Girls Sweater
skreened.com
$40.99

Harry Potter: The 
Complete 8-Film 
Collection
amazon.com
$33.49

The ArTisT  
Wreck This Journal

Barnes & Nobles
$9.99

The persoN who speNds Too Much TiMe oN The 
iNTerNeT

Nyan Cat Pillow
Urban Outfitters

$16.00

The fANgirl

One Direction Cardboard Cutouts
amazon.com
$50.00

people You hATe

The Twilight Saga Complete Collection
amazon.com

$56.99

Justin Bieber - Believe Deluxe Edition
Target

$17.99

The IB Student
A box of tissues so they can wipe away their tears

More sleep

Holiday Gift Ideas...
ANA MILJAK ‘14
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Cheating at Stuy?
Yep, they do it there too. On June 13, Nayeem 
Ahsan, a junior at Stuyvesant, one of the most 
elite, prestigious high schools in the country, took 
a Spanish regent. During the exam, he took out his 
smartphone and texted other students for help. He 
had given them answers during a physics regent 
and a history regent earlier that month, and now 
it was his turn to receive help. Ahsan was part of a 
network of students that supported each other by 
providing answers during tests, and he was a pro 
at sneaking out his phone, snapping pictures of 
test pages, and discreetly texting under the table. 
Stuyvesant principal Stanley Teitel was surveying 
the exam room when he noticed Ahsan’s phone, and 
confiscated it. While going through his messages, 
Teitel discovered mass texts to 70 other students in-
volved (some of whom were suspended) filled with 
answers and photos of tests. Ahsan, who was shoot-
ing for Harvard and a career in investment banking, 
was expelled.

Ahsan, who believes he should have been allowed 
to return to Stuyvesant in the fall, explained the 
reasoning behind the cheating in aninterview with 
New York Magazine. “There’s kids you know, and 
there’s kids you really know. There are kids I trust 
a lot and kids I care about. There are kids I really 
don’t care too much about, but I want them to have 
a bright future. There are kids that can help me 
in the future. There are kids that are good at most 
subjects, but they suck at one, and I worked that to 

my advantage.”

Many were surprised that the cheating took place 
during a regent, which is considered a basic exam 
for students at Stuyvesant. Some placed blame on 
the widespread use of technology and smartphones 
(which makes sneaking answers easier), while oth-
ers felt that it was a result of the academic pressure 
many Stuyvesant students feel. Stuyvesant principal 
Stanley Teitel retired in August, in the wake of the 
scandal. The new principal, Jie Zhang, has already 
implemented new cell phone and cheating policies 
in the school.

Michelle Li, a freshman at Stuyvesant who trans-
ferred from BSGE last year, shares her opinion and a 
view of the scandal from within the school. “Per-
sonally, I think the cheating scandal is overrated. I 
feel like the scandal was blown out of proportion, 
due to the fact that Stuyvesant High School is con-
sidered prestigious by the public.” But why did they 
cheat? “Along with the bundle of homework we get 
from our teacher, additional work is piled on from 
our extracurricular activities and clubs that we have 
after school. I don’t always have enough time to fin-
ish my homework or to study,” she explained. When 
asked about how widespread cheating at Stuyves-
ant appears to be, she added: “I haven’t seen people 
cheating on tests in Stuy... yet. Ever since the cheat-
ing scandal, phones are a big thing. If  an authority 
figure in the school sees you with a phone, they will 
confiscate it. That’s really inefficient for students, 

especially if  they need to call their parents to inform 
them of staying at school late.”

BSGE students have their own opinions. When asked 
about his reaction to the scandal, Anowar Bashar 
‘16 commented, “That was a shock, because of how 
highly the school is regarded. I don’t think it could 
happen here, because students in BSGE respect the 
teachers.” Still, BSGE is no stranger to cheating, and 
he added, “People cheat on homework, definitely 
not on tests.” Khalid Ali ‘16 agreed. “It’s pretty 
widespread here,” he said. In terms of cheating dur-
ing tests, he said, “It’s not that bad.”

This scandal has been one of many cheating-related 
incidents revealed in the past several years, some of 
which have also occurred in well-regarded institu-
tions. Over 125 Harvard undergraduates, including 
the stars of the basketball team, were investigated 
for cheating and plagiarism this August on their 
take-home exams. In the fall of 2011, 6 high school 
students in Great Neck, New York were accused 
of paying a man thousands of dollars to take their 
SATs for them, using a fake school ID. Cheating 
is a growing issue in the academic world, and its 
consequences are also growing - suspension, expul-
sion, fines, lower chances of getting into college, 
and sometimes even jail. Many students like Ahsan 
are unaware of the serious problems they create 
for themselves by cheating, even on a minor exam, 
project, or assignment.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

BSGE’s School Spirit Council
BSGE has its fair share of extracurricular clubs such as Ping Pong, the Bacc Rag ( join! we need writers!) and Helping Hands, but a new after school school club 
has emerged to address the need for school spirit. In the past month, two people from each advisory (grades 7-12) have been elected into a School Spirit Stu-
dent Council organized by Ms. Jackson’s advisory, though their progress in electing students for the council has been slow and steady, still under work. The 
first meeting was on Monday, December 17th. The purpose of this council is to try “to bring students together to do something as a school,” said Ms. Jackson, 
BSGE’s yoga/dance teacher and now supervisor of the new spirit council. The idea sprouted from her advisory while discussing ways to build school spirit and 
after some e-mails to teachers and more opinions on how to solve this issue, they came up with the innovative solution of the new student council for the entire 
school. This idea has only been done once in the history of BSGE, the council startedout well with a powerful goal, but nothing was ever achieved. This type of 
student council is quite a common and popular in most high schools.

The basic idea of the Spirit Council is that two people from each advisory are elected and act as representatives for their advisory to come together once a 
month after school to talk about ideas on how to build school spirit. Each advisory has freedom to choose its representatives. Mr. Saha and Ms. Matani’s adviso-
ries elected students by having debates, speeches, and class votes.

At best, having advisories vote can create enthusiasm and excitement about the organization.  At worst, it could simply become a popularity contest. So far, the 
voting in advisories has not seemed to degenerate into a battle of social hierarchy. Ian Ryding, a 10th grade student who was runner up in his advisory’s vote,  
commented, “I believe it is hard to judge whether or not it [elected student representation] creates a competitive environment as every class did things differ-
ently. Some classes only had two student running and others had 4 or 5”.

As a small school of around 75 kids per grade, BSGE does an satisfactory job of creating school spirit with “Spirit Week” and occasional school events. But the 
school events we have such as cafegymatorium dance parties or Yu-Gi-Oh tournaments are not to bring students together but to make profit for things like field 
trips and other events like prom or senior trip. The Spirit Council hopes to achieve other projects such as a cultural potluck night or a school street fair: mean-
ingful events that embrace students to have enthusiasm about their school and peers. A 10th grade member of the School Spirit Student Council concluded, “I 
think it’s a great idea and I’m excited to see what projects we’ll be doing soon”.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Join the Ping 
Pong Club

After school in the cafeteria
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Completion of Ventilation System Tackles 
Environmental Issues under BSGE
Work on a ventilation system for potentially harmful 
chemicals below the BSGE building was recently com-
pleted. The presence of the chemicals was brought to 
the attention of the BSGE community on November 14th 
2011 when the School Construction Authority (SCA) 
notified BSGE that in 2008, vapor testing below the 
school’s basement revealed the presence of two chemi-
cals , tetrachloroethene (PCE) and trichloroethene (TCE) 
which in high enough concentrations are toxic. The 
levels of PCE and TCE , used in dry cleaning and indus-
trial degreasing respectively, found in 2008 through soil 
vapor testing were above the background levels in New 
York (amounts found that might in the average household 
in the area) but below the Air Guidance Values for New 
York (amounts that could cause concern or health risk). 
More testing done in 2009 reveled similar air values 
that were once above background levels. Although these 
values seem harmful since they are soil vapor readings 
below the schools foundation they did not pose an im-
mediate threat to the BSGE students. Since the ambient 
air concentrations of these substances were quite low it 
was no immediate cause for alarm. Nevertheless further 
testing after BSGE was notified revealed values that were 
well below both standards.

Unfortunately the reason these values were not disclosed 
to BSGE community whenthey were initially discovered 
in 2008 was because of the litigious circumstances. At 
the time BSGE was involved in a lawsuit with the landlord 
of the building, Mr. Sharif, regarding the extension of the 
building’s lease. However once such information eventu-
ally surfaced late in 2011, the BSGE community reacted 
quite quickly (Read The BACC Rag’s past coverage of the 
issue). Within the same week of notification Ms. John-
son sent home a brief letter to the BSGE parent body that 
outlined the circumstances of situation. The letter also 

described the preliminary efforts that would be taken, 
which include a scheduled meeting for any to attend on 
Tuesday, November 23, 2011. At the meeting, which 
parents and teachers attended, the United Federation of 
Teachers (UFT), the New York City Teachers Union, pro-
posed plausible plans to bring down the concentration of 
PCE and TCE further as well as answered questions re-
garding the situation. Other than using a sealant to close 
any cracks within the foundation it was proposed that a 
ventilation system be built that would essentially redirect 
the subsurface fumes by using pipes to bring them to the 
roof and diffuse them into outside air.

The plans eventually did take full effect. At the time 11th 
grade biology teacher Dr. Helfenbien played a large role 
in overseeing the construction of the system, which 
spanned the entire summer. When asked about his role 
he commented that, “At about the same time that they de-
cided to install the system I was elected the new chapter 
leader of the Union. Once I was elected I felt that I would 
come in during the weekly meetings during the summer.” 
This system, which Dr. Helfenbien presumed was a very 
costly job to install, was not paid for by the school. Dr. 
Helfenbein also noted that the installation of the system 
was swift and well done. He said, “I spoke with the boss 
of all the custodians in NYC and he said the people doing 
the job here were good and that he was happy with the 
progress.” The construction was completed just before 
the school’s opening in September and is currently in 
operation.  The ventilation system can be monitored in 
the custodian office on the first floor.

After the ventilation system was installed the SCA be-
lieved that was all that was necessary to control the pres-
ence of the PCE and TCE below the school’s surface. Dr. 
Helefenbein has tried to schedule further testing through 
the UFT, although so far no progress has been made. 

Overall the presence of the substances were of no major 
alarm however the quick acting nature of the school 
community allowed for the creation of a permanent solu-
tion to curb the soil vapor levels of PCE and TCE.

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

Every year the DOE issues a Progress Report that grades schools on an A to F range. 
This year, BSGE has received a B for the middle school and an A for the high school. 
The school as a whole received a B last year as well. For both types of progress reports, 
the DOE grades the school in three categories, which include Student Progress, Stu-
dent Performance, and School Environment. The high school is also graded on Career 
and College Readiness. In the middle school report card, Student Progress and Student 
Performance are dependent on the student’s grades in the Math and English state tests. 
In comparison, the same categories for the high school progress report are dependent 
on the numbers of students graduating, as well as their performance on the Regents 
exams. School Environment is based on the same criteria for both types. The DOE also 
awards extra points for Closing the Achievement Gap, which involves exceptional per-
formance from students with disabilities and those who are English Language Learners. 
The points awarded in these categories are added up to get the letter grade.

The middle school received a B, but this section of the school has fewer points than 
the high school does. The middle school has 22.4 points for Student Progress, which 
gives them a grade of C for that individual category. This suggests only that there was 
not much improvement in the grades of middle school students over the years, but 
that does not necessarily mean that these grades are low. Hypothetically, every middle 
school student could receive a 4 on their state tests each year, which would mean that 
the grade for Student Progress would be very low. The middle school has many points 
for Student Performance and half the points possible for School Environment. Only one 
point out of seventeen was awarded for Closing the Achievement Gap, as BSGE does not 
have many ESL and disabled students, so it was not possible for the school to achieve a 
high grade in that category. The total points awarded was 55.4, which translates to a B.

The high school fared better than the middle school did, earning an A for the overall 
grade. This portion of BSGE earned 42 out of 55 points for Student Progress, which 
translates to an A. This is judged using Regents tests and the number of students meet-
ing graduation requirements, which explains the difference in score between the 
middle school and the high school. Strangely, the high school received a higher grade 
for School Environment, even though it is graded the same way for both schools. The 
high school earned a B for Student Performance, with 12.9 out of a possible 20. This 
was graded based on the number of students graduating and the types of diplomas 
earned. BSGE is known for its college readiness, as it is one of the reasons that the 
school is one of the top schools in the country. The DOE gave BSGE 7.5 points out of 10 
for this criteria. The high school received  no points for Closing the Achievement Gap. 
The total points awarded was 71.9 points, or an A.

The DOE’s Progress Report does show schools what they need to improve on, to an ex-
tent. The system does have its flaws, especially as it uses the same rubric for all schools 
when not all schools are the same. There are extra factors that need to be considered. 
It is also one of the many evaluations of schools that can be accessed by students and 
parents. The DOE issues these progress reports, U.S. News and World Report and News-
week both create lists of the best schools in the country, and forums like insideschools.
org all offer praise and criticisms of schools. The Progress Report should not be the 
definite source for a school evaluation.

BSGE Gets Graded
The DOE’s School Progress Reports

BSGE’s NYC Progress Report outlines the reasoning for the school’s grades. For the 
midde school, BSGE received a B. For the high school, BSGE received an A. Photo 
credit: schools.nyc.gov

Eric Camia ‘14

Happy
Holidays 
from the 
BaccRag 

staff!
Don’t forget: school 
resumes on January 

2nd! 
(B Day)
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BSGE Orchestra Performs at 
Sunnyside Community Center

Dont miss the next 
performance of the
Players for Peace. 
Performing on 
January 24th 
at BSGE.

On December 13th, BSGE’s orchestra, the Players for 
Peace, performed for senior citizens at the Sunnyside 
Community Center.  The 26 member band, which 
draws from all grades, performed during the school day 
and played eight pieces they have been practicing after 
school since the beginning of the year.

7th grader, Elijah K ’18, who plays the violin in the 
orchestra, commented that the performance “Made 
you proud of yourself” especially when playing the na-
tional anthem because some members of the audience 
stood up and began to sing along.

Annie C ’18, who also plays the violin for the orchestra, 
commented that the concert was a “good experience 
because Ms. Nikkolos wanted me to play a solo but I 
didn’t want to but we came to an agreement that me 
and Francesca would do a duet.” The whole experience 

was alsonew since she has “performed in school but 
never outside of school it was pretty cool.”

There is a great mix of abilities and experience in the 
orchestra. Some of the students just began playing their 
instruments while others have been playing for years. 

Ben B ’18, who plays the flute for the orchestra and 
started learning the flute last year, said it was “quite in-
teresting how much my practice brought me to where I 
was” while performing.

The Players for Peace will be performing again on Janu-
ary 24th at BSGE.

The cost of the program has been supported by the 
VH1 Save the Music program.

Songs:

I. The National Anthem

II. American Folk Melody

Elijah Karshner, violin solo

III. America the Beautiful

IV. New York, New York

Miles Gamboa, Alto Saxophone 
solo

V. Scarborough Fare

VI. Water Music

VII. Climb Every Mountain

Annika Cheng , violin

Francesca Tan, Flute

VIII. Holiday  Fantasy

The Show’s Program
Conductor: Diana Nikkolos

BSGE Orchestra Members 

Michael Xu   Piano/Percus-
sion

Stephanie Mach   Piano/Per-
cussion

Aayman Abdelatif  Piano/
Percussion

John Park    Piano/Percussion

Luca Bocseri  Piano/Percus-
sion

Jensen Li    Piano/Percussion
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