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SUMMER ASSIGNMENT -12TH GRADE CERTIFICATE CANDIDATES 
 
Dear soon to be 12th grade students, 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year.  We want you to read what you like, but to read a lot.  We 
also want you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing 
in your classes all year long. The following assignment is mandatory.  It will be collected by 
your new advisor in September.  If you do not complete the summer reading assignment, you 
will not pass advisory for the first semester of 12th grade. 
 
Since you did NOT complete a first draft of the Extended Essay, your summer assignments 
are: 
 

1. Read at least THREE books, at least ONE of which must be nonfiction, from the list 
we have selected.   

2. Complete the math assignment 
3. Complete the art assignment 

 
On the first day of advisory, please bring: 
1. A bibliography of the books you read over the summer, with the correct formatting (use 
citationmachine.net or easybib.com if you aren’t sure of the formatting) 
2. For one NONFICTION book, as you are reading, keep a double-entry journal. By the time you 
are done with the book, you should have at least 10 quotes and responses for each book.   Each 
response should be at least one page long. 
3. For one of FICTION options, write a critical or creative response from any of the following 
choices once you finish the book.  Your response must be at least 2 typed pages. 

• Write an obituary for one character. 
• Explain how a character in the book changed from the beginning to the end. 
• Explain how you would make your book into a movie-- who would play the main 

characters, where would you film it etc?  You must explain your choices. 
• Write a different (better?) ending for the story. 
• An exercise in which you turn the ‘story’ or a portion of it into another from such as a 

dramatic monologue, parable, folk tale or myth. 
• The diary of a character accompanied by critical comment in which you explain and 

justify your work. 
 
On the first day of math classes, please bring the completed math assignment. 
 
On the first day of art classes, please bring the completed art assignment. 
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Have fun with this, and we look forward to seeing you in September. Make sure you understand 
what you need to do before the end of school!  If you have questions about selection of books or 
assignments, please contact the 12th grade coordinator Jennifer Dikes by email at 
jdikes@schools.nyc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, the 12th grade advisors 


