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       June 2013 
 
Dear soon-to-be-eighth grade students and families, 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year. We want you to read what you like, but to read a lot. We also want 
you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your classes all 
year long. The following assignment is mandatory. You new advisor will collect it in September. You 
will also present some parts of it in your new advisory.  Make sure you understand what you need to do 
before the end of this school year. 
  
Part I: Read Two Books 
 
1. From the list that follows, read at least 2 books, one from each column, fiction and non-fiction. 
 
2. Read for at least 30 minutes every day.  
 
3. For each of the two books, keep a reading response journal as you read. A sample is attached. By the 
time you finish the book, you should have at least 10 responses. 
 
4. For either one of the two books, write a creative response of at least 2 typed pages. This could be a 
detailed letter to the author offering praise and advice on editing, an alternative ending, an informational 
brochure, an additional chapter with an interesting change in genre, point of view, or anything else that 
demonstrates your understanding of the book and engagement with its ideas. 

Part II: Biology Lab 
 
Please complete the attached biology lab and write up by the first day of school. 
  

 Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Phone   718-361-5275       Fax   718-361-5395      Website www.bsge.org 
 

Kelly J. Johnson, Principal  
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8th grade Summer Reading List 

 
All of the books below should be available at a library.  You can also buy used books from 
www.amazon.com.  You should be able to buy many of them used for $4 each, including shipping. 
Remember to choose at least one from each column. 
 

Fiction Non-fiction 
1. Winter Girls by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
2. The Future of Us by Jay Asher and 
Carolyn Mackler 
 
3. The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 
Stephen Chbosky 
 
4. The Andromeda Strain by Michael 
Chricton 
 
5. What’s Eating Gilbert Grape by Peter 
Hedges 
 
6. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

1. The Pluto Files: The Rise and Fall of 
America’s Favorite Planet, by Neil 
deGrasse Tyson. 

2. Geeks: How Two Lost Boys Rode the 
Internet Out of Idaho by Jon Katz 

3. On Writing by Stephen King 

4. What the Nose Knows: The Science of 
Scent in Everyday Life by Avery 
Gilbert 

5. Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who 
Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 
Changed the World by Sy Montgomery 
and Temple Grandin 
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Directions for Reading Response Journals: 
 

• Write 10 responses for each book. 
• Hand-write or type your responses.   
• Responses should be between 200 and 300 words each (not including the passage you copied down). 
• You can either write the 10 responses as you read or mark off the spots you would like to respond to as you read and 

then write your responses after you're done with the book. 
 
 
Step 1: Copy down a passage from the text that you find significant or striking, or that puzzles you, or that makes you think 

of interesting connections, or makes you pause for some other reason.  Write the page number.   A passage can be any part of 

the text.  Don't copy down more than a sentence or two. 

 
 
Step 2: Write a response to the passage.  If it is complex, you should first paraphrase it (restate or explain in your own 

words).  Then you can explain why it is interesting, your observations, what connections you make, what questions you have, 

whether you agree or not and why.  You don't, and shouldn't, do all of these.  Try to focus on one or two ideas in depth and 

discuss your thoughts.  The purpose of a double entry journal response is to "talk with the text" and to develop your own ideas 

about it. 

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do you sometimes wish you were grown up?" (Funke 53). 
 

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were 

grown up. I believe that Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. He's tired of life in hiding 

and wants to be free to do what he wants without anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is 

ridiculous. He believes that life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, adults don't know what it's like to have fun because 

they eventually forget about their childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio says, but in his mind, he 

still longs for the freedom adulthood would grant him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really drive me up the wall, like not being able to 

"talk back" to parents when you need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust kids.  In many cases, 

adults don't take a child's opinion into mind when making a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  

You get to do and see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you around like a kid.  But I also do take in 

mind that the older you get, the more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot more from you 

than they did before.  My parents have me work a lot harder and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My 

goals became a lot more difficult throughout the years and they will continue to become harder for me to reach.  Sometimes I 

wish I was just a carefree toddler, skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs too.  You only get to be a 

kid once; you can never truly go back to it once you've grown up. 
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Rubric for Summer Reading Responses 
 

Criteria Excellent 
7-6 

Good 
5-4 

Developing 
3-2 

No credit 
1 

Meaning: 
The student 
shows an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
relevant pieces 
of text.  

Student shows a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the books by 
skillfully 
selecting and 
describing 
significant and 
relevant ideas 
and information 
 

Student shows a 
general 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
several relevant 
ideas and 
information 
 

Work shows a 
limited 
understanding of 
the story by 
selecting and 
describing very 
few ideas that 
may not be 
relevant 
 

Work 
demonstrates 
poor 
understanding of 
the text OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Connections 
and reflection: 
The student 
makes 
meaningful 
connections 
between the 
books, and 
personal 
reactions.  

In depth 
connections, 
clearly and 
insightfully 
explained 

Some good 
connections, 
some 
explanations are 
brief  

Student attempts 
to make 
connections with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Few basic 
connections, 
minimal 
explanations 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 
 

Approaches to 
Learning: 
The student 
followed all 
directions for the 
assignment and 
the effort put 
into the work 

Summer 
assignment is 
complete, 
thorough and on 
time 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing no more 
than two major 
parts. 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing more 
than two parts 

Summer 
assignment is 
poorly done 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   

 



8th Grade Living Environment  
Summer Assignment 

Area of Interaction: Approaches to learning 

Essential Question: How do I collect, record, and communicate data? 

Pigeon (Dove) Investigation 
Welcome to the Living Environment. The Living Environment is an exciting and 
challenging Life Science Regents course. We at BSGE expect that you keep your 
brain sharp and active during the summer months. This summer assignment is 
designed to help you practice the inquiry skills and processes needed to start the 
year ready to learn. 

 

Task: 

You are going to choose a site (park, garden, yard, sidewalk, etc.) near your house 
where you see a group of pigeons. You are going to make a minimum of 5 
observation periods at your selected site to collect data about your research project. 
You are going to use the internet to research about pigeons and write a lab report. 

! Use the same site for all the 5 trials.  
! Each day for five consecutive days make observations and record data to 

answer your experimental question 
! Each day you are going to observe for a period of 20 minutes.  
! Do not touch the pigeons you are going to observe because they can 

carry diseases.  

 

Assessment: 

• Criterion D: Scientific Inquiry 
• Criterion E: Processing Data 

 

Experimental Question: Choose one experimental question from the list that you 
would like to be investigated: 

1) Will more pigeons visit your site if you put up a birdbath? 
2) Will more pigeons visit your site if you feed them with bird food? 



3) Will more pigeons visit the sunny area of the site? 
4) Will more pigeons visit the noisiest area of the site? 
! You can choose a different question that is an experimental and 

researchable question. 

 

Checklist and Rubric: Use the checklist and rubric to design your experiment, 
collect and record your data and write your lab report 

Resources: 

Sites: 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/browse/6,33/   

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birding/rock-pigeon/ 

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birding/mourning-dove/ 

http://nycprc.org/ 

Books: 

National Geographic Complete Birds of North America, National Geographic, 
2005  

Courtney Humphries, Superdove: How the Pigeon took Manhattan… and the 
World, Harper Collins, 2008 

Matthew Vriends, Tommy Erskine, Pigeons: A Complete Pet Owner’s Manual, 
Barrons, 1988 

  



BSGE Living Environment Lab Report Checklist 
Directions: Once you have completed your lab report, review this checklist 
to see that you have completed the assignment thoroughly. Put a check in the 
box once you’ve identified that you’ve completed the task 
 

 Scientific Inquiry and Processing Data 

Cover page with title (The effect of… on…) name, date, and stream.  

 

1st Page: 
Problem/Question:  

State the problem being tested in the form of a question. (“What is the Effect of… 
on …?”) 

Introduction: includes the title (The Effect of … on …), purpose of investigation, 
background information (2-3 paragraphs). 

 

Hypothesis and Variables 

State your hypothesis as a prediction with a scientific explanation of why your 
hypothesis will occur (“If… then… because…”)  

(You should use scientific terminology and concepts on your explanation_1 or 2 
paragraphs) 

Identify the independent variable (I.V.) 

Identify the dependent variable (D.V.) 

Explain how you will measure the dependent variable. Describe the type of 
measurement. 

Describe your experimental group. Describe the type of measurement. 

Describe your control group.  Describe the type of measurement. 

List the variables you will keep constant (at least 3). 

 

2nd Page: 
Materials 



List the Materials and their quantities. 

Procedure 

Write the procedure in numbered steps, in a logical and the sequential order you 
followed to conduct the experiment and that it can be replicated by another person.  

Explain how the varibles are going to be manipulated. Number of trials and 
sample size is described. 

 

3rd Page: 
Data Collection and Processing 

Design a data table to record your raw data and processed data (trials and average).  

Table includes title, I.V. and D.V. accurately labeled. Units are included when 
applicable. 

Draw a Graph to organize the data. 

Graph includes title, axes are labeled and with a scale. Units are included when 
applicable. 

Bibliography is included using MLA format.  

Lab Report is typed and uses headings and subheadings. Pages are stapled. 
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BSGE        Living Environment         MYP Science Rubric   Criterion D: Scientific Inquiry and Criterion E: Processing Data 

!!!!!!!

CRITERION D Excellent_ Score 
4 

Moderate_ Score 
3 

Limited_ Score 
2 

Poor_ Score 1 

 
1. Introduction 

 
 
 

Explain the objectives and 
purpose of the investigation. 
The background information 
is accurate and concise. (2-3 
paragraphs) 

The Explanation of the 
purpose of investigation and 
background information are 
somewhat accurate and 
concise. 

The explanation of the 
purpose of investigation 
and background 
information is inaccurate 
or too broad.  

No explanation of the 
purpose and no background 
information is given. 

2. Question 
 

Thoughtful, researchable 
question is posed and the 
relationship between I.V vs. 
D.V. is identified. 

Question posed may be 
difficult to research. The 
relationship between the 
I.V. vs. D.V. is not clearly 
identified. 

Question posed is too 
difficult to research. The 
relationship between the 
I.V. vs. D.V. is not 
identified. 

Question is not stated. 

 
3. Hypothesis 

 
 

Hypothesis is testable.  The 
relationship between I.V vs. 
D.V. is clearly stated. 

Hypothesis is testable. The 
relationship between the 
I.V. vs. D.V. is not clearly 
stated. 

Hypothesis is untestable. 
The relationship between 
I.V. vs. D.V. is clearly 
stated 

No hypothesis is stated. 

 
4. Background 

research 
 
 

Hypothesis is fully developed 
using scientific reasoning.  

The explanation for the 
hypothesis is not fully 
developed and scientific 
reasoning is limited. 

Hypothesis is poorly 
explained and/or lacks 
scientific background 
information or does not 
relate to the experiment. 

Hypothesis is not 
explained. 

 
5. Variables, 

Control, 
Experimental 
groups and 
Materials.  

 
 

I.V., D.V. and controlled 
variables (constants) are 
identified. Control and 
Experimental groups are 
identified. Materials and their 
quantities are listed.     

I.V. and D.V. are identified 
but too few controlled 
variables are listed. Control 
and Experimental groups 
are not clearly identified. 
Most materials and their 
quantities are listed.  

I.V. and/or D.V. are 
misidentified. Controlled 
variables are identified. 
Either Control or 
Experimental groups is 
missing. Materials list is 
incomplete. 

I.V. or D.V. or all 
controlled variables are not 
identified.  

 
6. Method  

 
 
 

Procedure is detailed and 
thorough, explaining 
manipulation of the I.V. and 
controlled variables. Steps are 
clearly defined and in 
sequential order. Safety 
precautions are included.  
Procedure can be replicated.  

Procedure does not explain 
the manipulation of one of 
the controlled variables but 
in sequential order.  Most 
safety precautions are 
included.  

Procedure does not 
explain the manipulation 
of the I.V. or the 
manipulation of multiple 
controlled variables and/ 
or is not in sequential 
order. One safety 
precaution is included.  

Procedure is too unclear to 
replicate or does not 
address the manipulation of 
any of the controlled 
variables. 
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CRITERION E Excellent_ 
Score 4 

Moderate_ 
Score 3 

Limited_ 
Score 2 

Poor_ Score 1 

1. Data Collection 
 

Collection of data is clearly 
explained. The number of 
manipulations of the I.V. 
and the number of trials and 
sample size are sufficient. 
 

The number of 
manipulations of the I.V. is 
sufficient but the number of 
trials and/ or sample size is 
too few.  

The number of 
manipulations of the I.V. 
is too few, but the 
number of trials and/ or 
sample size is sufficient 

Collection of data is poorly 
explained such that 
relevant data could not be 
collected 

2. Data Presentation Raw data and Processed 
data is organized and 
transformed into 
appropriate numerical and 
diagrammatic forms. Data 
tables and Graphs are 
accurate and complete.  
 

Raw data and Processed 
data is organized and 
transformed into simple 
numerical and 
diagrammatic forms. Data 
tables and Graphs are 
incomplete or lacking 
proper information. 

Raw data and Processed 
data is organized and 
transformed into 
inappropriate numerical 
and diagrammatic forms. 
Data tables and Graphs 
are missing too much 
information. 

No Raw data and 
Processed data presented 

3. Reference  
 
 
 
 

 Bibliography properly 
formatted (MLA). Many 
sources included. 
(highest possible score) 

Bibliography not 
properly formatted 
(MLA) and/ or Few 
sources included.  

No bibliography. 

 
4. Presentation 

 
 
 

 Lab report is typed and 
investigation is presented 
clearly, concisely and 
effectively structured. 
(highest possible score) 

Report is typed but 
report is not logically or 
effectively structured. 

Report poorly organized 
and or not typed. 


