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       June 2013 
 
Dear Soon-to-be-Ninth Grade Students: 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year. We want you to read what you like and to read a lot. We also want 
you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your classes 
during the school year. The following assignment is mandatory. You new advisor will collect it in 
September. You will also present some parts of it in your new Advisory class in September.   
 
Your summer assignment has four parts: 
  
Part I: Read Two Books 
 
1. From the list that follows (see page 4), read at least 2 books, one from each column (fiction and non-
fiction). 
 
2. Read for at least 30 minutes every day.  
 
3. For each of the two books, keep a reading response journal as you read. A sample is attached. By the 
time you finish the book, you should have at least 10 responses for each of the two books (a total of at 
least 20 responses). 
 
4. For either one of the two books, write a creative response of at least 2 typed pages.  This could be a 
detailed letter to the author offering praise and advice on editing, an alternative ending, an informational 
brochure, an additional chapter with an interesting change in genre, point of view, or anything else that 
demonstrates your understanding of the book and engagement with its ideas.  
 
Part II: Listen to podcasts and watch talks 
 
1. Listen to or watch at least one podcast/talk from each of the three sites listed below (in other words, you 
should watch/listen to at least a total of three). You can stream episodes directly on a computer or tablet 
from the websites below, download them to your smart phone, or download them to your mp3 player. 
 
2. Write one response for each podcast/talk you listen to or watch (total of 3 responses).  In each of these 
three responses briefly summarize the main points and ideas of the podcast/talk and explain how your 
thinking on the subject was affected. Try to search the list of episodes to find topics that are of interest to 
you. 
 
1. http://www.ted.com 
TED is a nonprofit devoted to, as they say on the website: “Ideas worth spreading.”  It started out (in 
1984) as a conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, and 
Design. You can sort through all the videos by navigating through the links on the left side of the page. 

 Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Phone   718-361-5275       Fax   718-361-5395      Website www.bsge.org 
 

Kelly J. Johnson, Principal  
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2. http://www.radiolab.org/ -  
Radiolab is a “show about curiosity…where sound illuminates ideas, and the boundaries blur between 
science, philosophy, and human experience.” 
 
3. http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives 
Each episode has a theme and tells interesting stories around that theme. There are people in dramatic 
situations. Things happen to them. There are funny moments and emotional moments and—hopefully—
moments where the people in the story say interesting, surprising things about it all.  
 
Part III: 
 
Complete the attached Library Scavenger Hunt Activity 
 
Part IV: Summer Art Assignment 
 
To our new students, welcome!  To our continuing students, we’ve enjoyed a wonderful, 
productive semester in the Art Studio, and, in September we’ll be beginning a new course of 
study. In order to keep your minds fresh and invigorated, this Summer Assignment aims to keep 
you thinking of fresh ways to depict the world around you through visual means. This 
assignment is wide open to your personal experiences and can be completed no matter where 
your summer takes you. In fact, if you are traveling this summer this assignment may help you 
to get the most out of your adventure.  This Summer Assignment welcomes creativity, insight 
and is wide open to individual interpretation. Complete the Summer Assignment in your visual 
journal.  Remember, it’s preferable to have a thick bound sketchbook to use as your visual 
journal. You may want to buy a new one if your old one is running out of pages, or falling apart. 

Explore Your World 

“At any given moment, no matter where you are, there are hundreds of things 

around you that are interesting and worth documenting.” 

– Keri Smith 
 

Inspired by Keri Smith’s book How to Be an Explorer of the World, select five of the ten 
exploration topics to pursue and document in your visual journal.  There may be topics 
that take you beyond your journal and ask you to collect objects, images or other things – 
so be open to the way that the assignment takes you. Draw when you want to, and write 
down your thoughts and ideas. 
 

1. Right Where You Are Sitting: Look for 10 minutes, then write or draw. (1 pg.) 

2. Daily Walk: Take a walk and record what you see, notice, experience.  (1 pg.) 

3. The First Thing You See: Select an object. Look closely. Document it.  (1 pg.) 

4. One Thing: Choose something. Look at it. Draw or write about it. (1 pg.) 

5. Case of Curiosities: Collect some tiny things and put them in a small box. 



Future 9th graders Summer Packet, 2013 3 

6. Found Texture: Collect things with different textures. Save them. Make a list. 

7. Found Patterns: Collect things with different patterns. Save them. Make a list of where and 
when you found them. Photograph when it seems appropriate. 
 
8. Collecting Type: Select/Photograph different types. Make a collage of them.  

9. Your Favorite Street: Draw and/or write an entry about your spot.  (1 pg.) 

10. Small Thoughts: Write down your small thoughts throughout 1 week. Illustrate a few of the 
thoughts.  (1 pg.) 
 
Bring your Summer Assignment (whatever format it takes) with you to our first art class! 
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9th grade Summer Reading List 
 

All of the books below should be available at a library.  You can also buy used books from 
www.amazon.com.  You should be able to buy them used for $4 each, including shipping.  
 

Fiction Non-fiction 
1. Wish You Well, David Baldacci 

2. What I Was, Meg Rosoff 
3. Water for Elephants, Sara Gruen 

4. A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled 
Hosseini, 

5. Thirteen Reasons Why, Jay Asher 
6. A Wizard of Earthsea, Ursula K. Le 

Guin, Fantasy 
7. The Widow of the South, Robert Hicks, 

Historical Fiction 
8. What Happened to Cass McBride? 

Gail Giles, Psychological Thriller 
9. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty 

Smith, 
10. Sophie’s World, Jostein Gaarder 

 

1. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting 
by in America, Barbara Ehrenreich, 
Current Affairs 

2. Letters to a Young Poet, Rainer Maria 
Rilke, Nonfiction 

3. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of 
the All-American Meal, Eric 
Schlosser, Popular Culture 

4. A Short History of Nearly 
Everything, Bill Bryson, non-fiction 

5. First, Do No Harm, Lisa Belkin, non-
fiction, medicine 

6. The Informant: A True Story by Kurt 
Eichenwald 

7. The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging 
Diseases in a World Out of Balance 
by Laurie Garrett, non-fiction 

8. Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff for 
Teens: Simple Ways to Keep Your 
Cool in Stressful Times by Richard 
Carlson, self-help 
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Directions for Reading Response Journals: 
 

• Write 10 responses for each book. 
• Hand-write or type your responses.   
• Responses should be between 200 and 300 words each (not including the passage you copied down). 
• You can either write the 10 responses as you read or mark off the spots you would like to respond to as you read and 

then write your responses after you're done with the book. 
 
 
Step 1: Copy down a passage from the text that you find significant or striking, or that puzzles you, or that makes you think 

of interesting connections, or makes you pause for some other reason.  Write the page number.   A passage can be any part of 

the text.  Don't copy down more than a sentence or two. 

 
 
Step 2: Write a response to the passage.  If it is complex, you should first paraphrase it (restate or explain in your own 

words).  Then you can explain why it is interesting, your observations, what connections you make, what questions you have, 

whether you agree or not and why.  You don't, and shouldn't, do all of these.  Try to focus on one or two ideas in depth and 

discuss your thoughts.  The purpose of a double entry journal response is to "talk with the text" and to develop your own ideas 

about it. 

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do you sometimes wish you were grown up?" (Funke 53). 
 

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were 

grown up. I believe that Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. He's tired of life in hiding 

and wants to be free to do what he wants without anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is 

ridiculous. He believes that life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, adults don't know what it's like to have fun because 

they eventually forget about their childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio says, but in his mind, he 

still longs for the freedom adulthood would grant him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really drive me up the wall, like not being able to 

"talk back" to parents when you need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust kids.  In many cases, 

adults don't take a child's opinion into mind when making a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  

You get to do and see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you around like a kid.  But I also do take in 

mind that the older you get, the more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot more from you 

than they did before.  My parents have me work a lot harder and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My 

goals became a lot more difficult throughout the years and they will continue to become harder for me to reach.  Sometimes I 

wish I was just a carefree toddler, skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs too.  You only get to be a 

kid once; you can never truly go back to it once you've grown up. 
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Rubric for Summer Reading Responses 
 

Criteria Excellent 
7-6 

Good 
5-4 

Developing 
3-2 

No credit 
1 

Meaning: 
The student 
shows an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
relevant pieces 
of text.  

Student shows a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the books by 
skillfully 
selecting and 
describing 
significant and 
relevant ideas 
and information 
 

Student shows a 
general 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
several relevant 
ideas and 
information 
 

Work shows a 
limited 
understanding of 
the story by 
selecting and 
describing very 
few ideas that 
may not be 
relevant 
 

Work 
demonstrates 
poor 
understanding of 
the text OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Connections 
and reflection: 
The student 
makes 
meaningful 
connections 
between the 
books, and 
personal 
reactions.  

In depth 
connections, 
clearly and 
insightfully 
explained 

Some good 
connections, 
some 
explanations are 
brief  

Student attempts 
to make 
connections with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Few basic 
connections, 
minimal 
explanations 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 
 

Approaches to 
Learning: 
The student 
followed all 
directions for the 
assignment and 
the effort put 
into the work 

Summer 
assignment is 
complete, 
thorough and on 
time 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing no more 
than two major 
parts. 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing more 
than two parts 

Summer 
assignment is 
poorly done 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   
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Last Name: ___________________    First Name: ___________________ 
 

9th grade Summer Library Scavenger Hunt 
 
This scavenger hunt is meant as a basic introduction to your local library services.  The goal is for you to 
explore and get familiar with the library and how to use its resources.   
 
General Information: 
Name and location of library: _______________________       Date of Visit: ___________ 
What is the name of the librarian on duty? ____________________________________ 
Besides reading material, what other materials are available for customers? (cds, dvds, workshops,etc.)List 
at least 3 materials. 
_____________________ 
_____________________ 
_____________________ 
 
 

1. Locate and browse through the biography section and list one title you’d like to read.  
 
 

2. Find the Magazine Section.  List the titles of three magazines you didn’t know the library had. 
 
 
 

3. Browse through the fiction section and find the books with authors who share your last initial.  List 
one title by that author.   

 
__________________________________ 
 
4. How is the fiction section organized? 

 
 

5. In the Non-Fiction Section, write the category of each section.  Find one book in each section and 
write the title of the book, the author, and the call number. 
 
000- 
 
100- 
 
200- 
 
300- 
 
400- 
 
500- 
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600- 
 
700- 
 
800- 
 
900- 
 

6. Locate the reference section.  Write down the title and Dewey Number of one reference work. 
Title: _______________________ 
Dewey Number: ______________ 

 
7. In the Non-Fiction Section, locate one book on volley ball.  Write the title, author, and Dewey 

number of the work. 
 
Title/Author:     _______________________________ 
Dewey Number:_______________________________ 

 
 

8. What subject is covered in Non-Fiction Dewey Number 523.5? 
 
 
 

9. Name at least three displayed books which are currently featured throughout the library. 
         ______________________ 
         ______________________ 
         ______________________ 
 
 

10. Name the title of one graphic novel the library has on the shelf. 
      ______________________________________________ 
      ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 


