
 

  
 
 

Summer Assignment for the Class of 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear soon-to-be 11th graders: 
 
Congratulations on making it to the Diploma Program!  
 
This summer, the 11th grade team has taken a slightly different approach to the summer reading 
assignment and has designed a few discipline-specific assignments that students must complete 
by the first day of school.  This is important work that will help you not only in the discipline, 
but also in finding your way towards an Extended Essay topic.  By the end of the month, all 
assignments (Visual Arts, History, Language A and Math SL) will be posted on the school 
website at www.bsge.org.   At present, Language A and Math SL assignments are posted.  We 
expect that Visual Arts and History will be up in a few days.  When completing these 
assignments, please recall the methods and standards of the discipline in which they are 
assigned and do the work with those in mind.   
 
Summer assignments (excluding Math SL background work) weigh heavily towards your Fall 
semester Advisory grade and it is important for you to start off on the right foot.  It is difficult 
for you to appreciate how useful these assignments can be when you don’t know anything 
about the Extended Essay. However, we assure you that many Extended Essays grow out of 
work done over the summer.  This is in part because due to the demanding work load of the 
first year of the Diploma Program; it is very difficult to do this work during the academic year. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your future instructors via email (once 
you and we know who they are!). 

 
Again, congratulations, good luck on any remaining Regents Exams and have a lovely 
summer!  We look forward to working with you next year and guiding you through your first 
year of the Diploma Program.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
The 11th Grade Team 

       Baccalaureate School for Global Baccalaureate School for Global 

EducationEducation   
         34-12 36th Avenue,  Astoria,  NY 11106 

Phone:   718-361-5275       Fax:   718-361-5395      Website: www.bsge.org 
Kel ly J.  Johnson, Principal  

 



 
 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT FOR THE CLASS OF 2015 

Summer Reading to stay fresh, become smarter and potentially identify an Extended Essay topic! 

Much research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year. We want you to read a great deal. We also want you to read a few 
books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your classes all year long. 

The following assignment is mandatory; your new advisor will collect it in September. The assignment 
will count [heavily] toward your advisory grade in the fall term. Make sure you follow the below 
instructions carefully when completing the assignment. 

Read at least two novels from these "Top 100 novels" lists. 

http://www.gq.com/entertainment/books/201304/21-books-for-the-21st-century 

http://www.esquire.com/the-side/feature/75-books#slide-1 

http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/radcliffes-rival-100-best-novels-list/ 
http://www.nytimes.com/library/books/072098best-novels-list.html 
http://www.listsofbests.com/list/1977-100-best-english-language-novels-1923-present?page=1 

 

IMPORTANT: please do not choose the following because we will be reading these texts in English 11: 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald���Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

For each novel, write 5 responses in which you: 

1. Choose a significant passage and copy it out by hand (passage being approximately a paragraph) 2. 
Write a response in which you devote a full paragraph to each of the following: 

*the purpose ("[Author name]'s intention in using [these literary features] . . ."���*effect (effect on the 
reader)���*significance (identify themes and how they are developed in the passage) of the passage 

 

 

Baccalaureate School for Global Baccalaureate School for Global 

EducationEducation   
34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria,  NY 11106 

Phone:   718-361-5275       Fax:  718-361-5395 
Website: www.bsge.org 

Kel ly J.  Johnson, Principal  
 



Language A Summer Reading Rubric 2012-2013—11th grade 

 

Criteria Thorough (2) Developing (1) No Credit (0) Grade 
ATL:   
This criterion assesses the 
degree to which the student 
followed all directions for the 
assignment and the effort put 
into the work 

-Appears to have read the entire book  
-Completed 5 thorough responses 
-passages are copied out by hand, in 
full 

-Read some or most of the book 
AND/OR 
-A few responses are incomplete or 
missing. 
-passages are typed or not copied 
out in full 

-Read less than half of the book 
AND/OR 
-A number of journal entries are 
incomplete or missing.   

-Responses reflect insufficient effort 

text 1: text 2: 

  

Passage choice and 
comprehension: 
This criterion assesses the 
thought and care with which 
the student chose passages on 
which to base responses and 
how well the student 
comprehends the passage 
itself and its relation to the 
rest of the text 

-Chooses rich and relevant passages    
-Demonstrates a clear understanding of     
the passages themselves  

-Demonstrates clear, precise 
understanding of how passages relate to 
the text as a whole 

 

-Some passages are relevant and/or 
helpful  
-Demonstrates some understanding 
of the passages themselves 
-Makes an earnest attempt to relate 
the passages to the text as a whole 
 

 

-Chooses passages whose relevance is 
unclear 
-Discussion does not demonstrate 
adequate understanding of the passage. 
-Demonstrates little to no attempt to 
relate the passages to the text as a 
whole 
 

  

Response: 
This criterion assesses the 
journal entry response and the 
degree to which the student 
explores and develops 
relevant ideas and supports 
his/her thoughts with 
sufficient detail. 

-Effectively theorizes about the purpose 
of the passage in relation to the rest of 
the work 
-Discusses effect of the passage on the 
reader with attention to detail and 
specific language 
-Shows good attention to detail 
-Convincingly and clearly identifies 
themes addressed in the passage  
-Discusses how details are used to 
develop the themes  

-Makes an attempt to discuss the 
purpose of the passage but perhaps 
not in clear relation to the rest of the 
work 
-Discusses effect of the passage on 
the reader in general terms, with 
little attention to detail and 
insufficient specificity 
-Identifies at least one theme 
addressed in the passage 
-Response shows some awareness 
of development 
 

-Response is cursory  
-Response does not follow directions 
-Response does not make any attempt 
to discuss details 
-Response shows no logical 
development of ideas 

  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Not completed 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 11-12 



Students entering 11th Grade, History Summer Assignment 

The History Summer Assignment provides an opportunity for you to continue doing 
research, a necessary component of any study of history.  More importantly, it can help 
you identify a topic and relevant sources that you might want to use for a history 
Extended Essay next year. 

Some of the most successful history Extended Essays came from work students started 
during the summer before entering 11th grade.  

 

Task:  Describe an event of your choice in great detail.  The event can be from any part 
of the world and from any time period other than from the last ten years. For this 
assignment, you must use book sources only.   

Please note for this assignment you must identify a specific event that occurred at a 
specific time during a specific time period.  For example if you were interested in the 
conflicts that led to the Civil War, you would need to start reading in general about that 
time period and then use that information to focus on an event such as the Compromise of 
1850.  Or if you were interested in the abolitionist movement during this time period you 
could research the actions of a specific abolitionist group or a specific person between 
1854 and 1860.   

For this assignment, you must avoid broad topics such as World War II, the Protestant 
Reformation, or British Imperialism in India.   

 

Step 1:  Think about a country or a time period for which you have a strong interest.  You 
might want to choose an event that affected your own family, but this is not required.    

Step 2:  Find relevant sources and take notes to do preliminary reading on your time 
period and possible event.  

Step 3:  After you have done some preliminary reading, identify a specific event related 
to your topic and identify the dates relevant to your event.  

As you take notes, make sure you identify:  

A. What led up to the event.  

B. What is the most important specific factual information about the event, 
including who were the key leaders and the key participants and  

C. The short-term consequences of your event. 

Also make sure that you include: 

A. Aspects of the event that were surprising, unusual and/or of particular 
significance.  



  

B. Any controversy or conflicting information or different perspectives regarding 
this event.  

 

Step 4:  Find at least two relevant primary documents.  For this section you CAN use the 
Internet.  

Step 5:  Use your notes to write a clear and well-organized description of your event. 
Incorporate ideas from at least two primary documents within your description and if 
possible include a discussion of controversy, conflicting information or different 
perspectives regarding this event. 

Step 6:  USE THE RUBRIC AS A CHECKLIST TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 
COMPLETED ALL ASPECTS OF THIS ASSIGNMENT. 

 

Requirements and Presentation: 

Your work must demonstrate that you understand how to distinguish between a general 
time period and a specific event within that time period.  

Must include specific dates.  

Must demonstrate effective use of at least three sources.  

Work must be typed, double-spaced, New Times Roman. 

A minimum of 600 words and a maximum of 1,000 words 

Must include word count.  

Must include citations and a bibliography.  

Must submit your work to Turnitin.com 

Class name:  History Summer Assignment 

Assignment name: History Summer Assignment 

Classs Id:  6550862 

Password:  Summer 

 

 

srstcbstrd
Text Box
Students are expected to submit their HOA work to Turnitin.  However, Turnitin submissions must be postponed until September. 



History Summer Rubric 2013-2014—11th grade 

Criteria Thorough (2 points) Developing (1 point) No Credit (0 points) Score 
 
 
 

Knowledge 

- Student identifies, and accurately 
describes factual information related to 
chosen event.  
- Student includes sufficient details. 
- There is no irrelevant factual 
information. 

- Student identifies and describes 
factual information related to chosen 
event.  
- Student’s description could be 
improved by including more relevant 
details. 
- Some aspects are not clear or not 
fully accurate. 
- Student includes some factual 
information that is not directly 
relevant to his/her event. 

- Student identifies and describes 
some relevant factual information 
related to chosen event. 
- Student’s work lacks sufficient 
detail.  
- Student’s choice of details is 
somewhat confusing and some 
factual information is not accurate. 

 

 
 

Concepts and/or 
Big Ideas 

- Student identifies aspects of chosen 
event that shows the ways it was 
surprising, significant, controversial, 
and/or reflected different perspectives.  
- Student’s explanation regarding this is 
clear and accurate. 

- Student identifies an aspect or 
aspects of chosen event that shows 
the ways it was surprising, 
significant, controversial, or reflected 
different perspectives. 
Student’s explanation regarding this 
is somewhat confusing and/or not 
fully accurate. 

Student does not include any 
aspects that show ways it was 
surprising, significant, 
controversial, or reflected different 
perspectives. 

 

 
 
Primary document 

-Student effectively includes ideas or 
factual information from at least two 
primary documents. 
- Description of ideas and factual 
information is clear and accurate. 

- Student includes ideas or factual 
information from one primary 
document.   
- Description of ideas or factual 
information is mostly clear and 
accurate, However some aspects are 
confusing. 

- Student does not include primary 
document or document does not 
help reader understand the event 

 

Presentation 
 

 Includes 3 book sources, citations, 
bibliography and word count. 

Student did not fulfill all 
presentation requirements.  

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Score 

Not 
Completed 

1 - 2 3 4 5 6 7   



Summer Art Assignment for Incoming 11th Grade Students 
 

Congratulations and Welcome to IB Art! 
This summer you will be continuing the visual journaling process and final artwork creation that 
you began this spring. The goal of these assignments is to develop rich ideas that will guide you 
in developing ideas for your independent IB studio artwork and research. The two topics that 
you are given for the Summer Assignments are to be broadly defined, and interpreted in any 
way that is meaningful and relevant to you. It is of the utmost importance that the work that you 
develop through these assignments and throughout the IB Art program be compelling to you. 
Develop your work around an idea or concept that interests you in a real and significant way. 
 

For each of the assignments begin by developing a variety of ideas on the topic, pushing the 
ideas that interest you most further, and then researching ways of depicting the imagery that 
interests you. Visit art museums and galleries to gain fresh ideas and inspiration, whether in NY 
or elsewhere. In conducting your research it is a good idea to use reliable sources for 
information. We recommend that you use art museum websites over Google, Wikipedia or 
artists’ direct websites.  
Recommended museum websites:  
http://metmuseum.org/            
http://www.moma.org/ 
http://www.guggenheim.org/ 
http://whitney.org/ 
http://madmuseum.org/ 
A few other websites that we recommend that you explore and use for art research are: 
http://artsy.net/ 
http://www.art21.org/ 
Bring both Summer Art Assignments to class in September and carefully photograph the  final 
artworks. You will be asked to submit the photos to the class website during the first week of the 
Fall semester. 
 

For each Summer Art Assignment complete: 
 

4 Art Process/ Investigation Pages: 
Idea Generation Page 
Visual Brainstorming Page 
Thumbnail Sketches (8 - 12) 
Final Composition Studies (4) 
1 Completed Final Artwork 
You may use any materials that you feel comfortable and enjoy using (except glitter). 
 

Summer Assignment #1: Culture 
Complete this assignment first. Develop ideas and document the plans for an artwork that 
reflects the term culture. Start be looking up the definition and writing it in the middle of your 
idea generation page. 
 

Summer Assignment #2: IB Theme 
Choose a concept or idea that you feel would be an interesting starting point in your search for 
an IB Art theme. Remember that a word alone does not adequately convey an idea or concept 
well. (Ex. “the power of technology’s influence” is better than “technology”).	  



Math	  SL	  Summer	  Assignments	  Junior	  Year	  
	  
Summer	  Before	  
Junior	  Year	  

Please	  go	  to	  
http://bsgemathsl.wetpaint.com/page/11th+Grade+Math+SL	  
and	  do	  the	  following:	  
	  	  
CD	  Background_Knowledge_16:	  Please	  do	  the	  first	  and	  every	  
following	  third	  problem	  for	  each	  section	  (thus	  #	  1,	  3,	  6,	  9,	  
etc.)	  to	  the	  extent	  for	  the	  section.	  	  On	  multi-‐part	  REPETITIVE	  
problems,	  pick	  any	  3	  parts. 
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