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DiD You Know?

Jolijt Tamanaha (BSGE class of 2011) recently created 
a company called Farmplicity whose goal is to put local 
farmers in touch with local restaurants in the St. Louis 
area.

Ms. Tamanaha created the company as part of an Entre-
preneurship class at Washington University in St. Louis 
where she is currently a Sophomore. She said, “I’ve 
learned so much from actually launching the company. 
I highly recommend taking any class that teaches you 
through hands on experience.”

She also maintains a food blog at: http://fooducated.
com

BSGE’s SAT Prep
This summer, BSGE is offering Princeton Review SAT 
Fundamentals classes for just $399. The original price is 
$499, but college advisor Peter Wilson was able to ne-
gotiate to a lower price. Unfortunately, the class is $399 
only for those who enroll by June 21st. The 34 hour 
class will be spread out over three weeks from July 16th 
to August 1st. There will be 18 hours of live instruc-
tion, 4 full-length practice tests with diagnostic score re-
ports and SAT professionals to help you study the exam 
material. Classes will be held a block away from BSGE 
at Frank Sinatra School of the Arts. Rising Juniors and 
Seniors who are not satisfied with their SAT work are 
advised to take the class in preparation for upcoming 
SATs, the next one being October of this year. The final 
deadline for enrollment is July 5th. Students are sug-
gested to enroll early due to limited space.

Lydia Stetson ‘15

Smell Ya Later, 8th Graders!
This year, with the largest 8th grade class in the school’s 
history, one might expect the largest number of 8th 
graders in the school’s history to leave, but that is not 
the case.  Only 14 out of 98, a little over 14%, of the 8th 
graders are leaving for other public schools this year, 
which is a much smaller percentage than ever before.

Justin Hamlin ‘17

BSGE #36 in US News Rankings
U.S. News and World Report ranked BSGE the #36 high 
school in the nation and the #4 high school in New York 
State. The Brooklyn Latin School, a Specialized High 
School which also offers the IB program, now holds the 
#1 position in New York State, while The School for the 
Talented and Gifted, in Texas, holds the #1 position na-
tionally. Last year, BSGE was ranked the #21 high school 
in the country and the #1 in the state.

Maya Juman ‘16

Go Live on Mars! p.2

BSGE’s Lack of Physics Course p.5 BSGE Photos p.6, 8

Believe it or not, teach-
ers get graded too and the 
system for how teachers are 
evaluated that has been in 
place in New York City for 
over a decade is about to 
change. Teachers used to 
get rated either Satisfactory 
or Unsatisfactory based on 
an administrator’s observa-
tions. Starting next year, a 
more complicated system 
will be implemented at 
BSGE and throughout New 
York City schools.

In the past few years, 
teacher evaluations have 
become a widely discussed 
topic on the national, state, 
and citywide levels. Debates 
have focused on what ex-
actly should be considered 
in a teacher evaluation and 
what role, if  any, standard-
ized tests should play in de-
termining teacher quality.

In 2009, President Obama 
signed the “Race to the 
Top” Bill that gave states 
grant money if  they made 
certain changes in their 
state education policies, 
among them, teacher evalu-
ations. New York is one 

of the states that received 
grant money under the 
bill and each district in the 
state was asked to reform 
its teacher evaluation sys-
tem. New York City did not 
settle on a new system until 
June 1st.

According to the newly 
approved plan, New York 
City’s new classroom ob-
servation procedures follow 
the Danielson Framework, 
which grades teachers in 4 
domains (which are further 
divided into smaller cat-
egories, 22 total): planning 
and preparation, classroom 
environment, instruction, 
and professional respon-
sibilities. The grade given 
for each criteria can be 
“Ineffective,” “Developing,” 
“Effective,” and “Highly 
Effective.” The use of mul-
tiple criteria and a more 
complex grade for each 
allows the principal to give 
a more accurate grade, and 
to tell teachers what they 
are doing well and what 
they need to improve upon.

The Danielson Framework 
observation compromises 
around 60% of teachers’ 

overall grade with the other 
40% comprised of state and 
school approved measures 
of student growth and 
learning (this could in-
cludes standardized tests).

Students, eager to share 
their opinions on what 
teacher evaluations should 
look like had this to say: 
“Teachers should be evalu-
ated based on the work of 
all the students – tests and 
general grades,” explained 
Angelica Benares ‘16. 
“Teachers can then reeval-
uate their teaching methods 
to help us learn more ef-
fectively,” she added. Justin 
Moy ‘16 felt differently. “It 
should be based on how en-
gaged the students are, the 
classwork, and whether or 
not the principal can follow 
what is going on in class,” 
he said. Beatriz Benares 
‘16 had a different idea. 
“Teacher rating should be 
based on the progression of 
students. Or, test students 
out with different teachers 
to see who they work with 
best,” she explained.

Although many people 
agree that teachers should 

be evaluated in some way, 
many teachers at BSGE, 
when asked what they 
thought about the pos-
sible changes, did not share 
many opinions about the 
possible changes. Unlike 
students, who were eager 
to share their opinions on 
the quality of their teach-
ers and how they should be 
evaluated, faculty members 
had little to say about the 
new rating system. This is 
likely due to the fact that 
the new system was not 
agreed to until recently and 
very little work has been 
done to figure out how it 
will be implemented by 
next year.

This raises an interesting 
question about the purpose 
of the evaluation system. 
How successful is the 
Danielson Framework in 
helping teachers to improve 
their teaching methods, if  
the teachers are not prop-
erly informed about the 
system? Will it accomplish 
its goals if  there are still 
so many questions at this 
point?

New (and Improved?) 
Teacher Rating System

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

This year’s Senior IB Art show was held at Aurora Gallery 
for the first time on May 21st Photo credit: Ms. McCabe
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Who Wants to Live on Mars?
Grab your oxygen tanks 
and astronaut suits and rip 
off that skin for the next or 
all the years of your glori-
ous life, because the red 
planet is calling. Initially 
seen as a psych out by the 
Netherlanders in order to 
get Russia back for Sputnik, 
Mars One, a project that 
is anticipated to put four 
humans on the surface of 
the fourth loneliest planet, 
seems to be the real deal. 
A little bit of research was 
done, which consisted of 
clicking the first link that 
Google selectively picked 
out, seeing as how I am the 
inquisitive, introspective 
type. Mars One is a non-
profit project created by 
one of many Dutch vision-
aries, who hope to estab-
lish a small colony on the 
paintball planet by the year 
2023. What does this mean 
for society as a whole? Are 
we on the right track or 
are we completely oblivi-
ous to what we can truly 
accomplish? I don’t know 
but I’m still waiting for that 
fascinating technology that 
makes baked goods in less 
than twenty minutes in a 
seemingly “easy” manner 
without parental supervi-
sion that I was promised.

The idea seems completely 
captivating at first, but fun-
damental details are left out 
by the heads of the project, 
which leads me to believe 
that this is a conspiracy of 

sorts- but hey, we’re sure 
Tom Cruise is and will be 
totally on board. Questions 
like “What is the science 
behind the creations that 
will allow this project to 
become an actual pos-
sibility?” Many zealots 
have dedicated their lives 
to trying to find a way to 
get their minds and souls 
into space, most choose 
lethargics and hallucino-
gens, while others go to 
NASA school- “Out of this 
world education,” I’m fairly 
certain that’s a thing. Seri-
ous question though: how 
out of his natural state of 
mind was Bas Lansdorp, 
Co-Founder and general 
director of Mars One, be-
fore arriving at such a mind 
flustering idea that is surely 
keeping you at the center of 
your seat as you’re reading 
this with your deadpan face 
being appropriately man-
handled by your deadpan 
palm that is attached to 
your exuberant wrists.

There are several rea-
sons why people could be 
skeptical about this new 
project. You do not have 
to be a nerdy science buff 
like Bill Nye or a buff sci-
ence nerd like Tony Stark 
to understand the last time 
humans set foot (or any 
other dangling appendage) 
on the moon was in 1972. 
And that was the moon, 
small potatoes, demo tape, 
an opening act. Mars is 
approximately 150 times 
farther from the earth than 

the moon is.

Speaking of funding, yeah, 
although we as Americans 
(great song by eminem) 
love to romanticize and 
delude ourselves when 
looking back at our history, 
preferably with a semi 
automatic in one hand and 
a Burger King Steakhouse 
© in the other, let’s not 
forget the original intent  
of us going to the moon. 
For those keeping score at 
home, it wasn’t to satisfy 
our childlike scientific curi-
osity. Instead it was because 
Russia was doing it, and we 
have better toys than Rus-
sia! Let’s show them, with 
science! Our landing on the 
moon was a direct conse-
quence (albeit, a positive 
one) of our involvement 
with the Cold War with 
Russia. That strong aroma 
of competitiveness (or is it 
onions..) just isn’t the same 
with today’s governments, 
so an intent as strong to 
fund such explorations isn’t 
present. We could have 
taken on the same project, 
but we don’t have the true 
desire and passion to do so.

Lastly, after watching 
several videos of the group 
behind Mars One, I notice 
a lot of buzz words such as 
“social media” and “hype,” 
almost as if  they’re talking 
about a TV show. In fact, 
one of the main scientists 
compares it to the Euro-
pean TV show “Big Broth-
er,” saying it’ll get more 

coverage. This seems like a 
interplanetary expedition 
to colonize the nebulas and 
expand human influence 
beyond our single ball of 
elements, not another Kar-
dashian show.

Maybe, this project is  of 
utmost importance. The 
idea of being able to wit-
ness the rest of the universe 
or even one lone planet 
(among the many undis-
covered beauties of space, 
which accounts for a small 
part of the universe) seems 
so surreal and captivating.  
This project might not be 
able to take flight, it’ll skid 
on the runway and then 
someone will forget they 
left their Pomeranian at the 
airport terminal mid-air 
which will make the pilot 
turn around and wait an-
other fifty years for better 
technology. But the idea of 
being able to accomplish 
something so groundbreak-
ing is probably the most at-
tractive aspect of the whole 
project. We all desperately 
cling on to the hope that 
we as a human race can be 
on top of our game in all 
the fields that are relatively 
relevant. If  Mars One is 
a success, we are able to 
expand the scope of under-
standing, and broaden our 
horizon- Verizon wireless is 
a great company so maybe 
they’ll set up some kind of 
Martian network that will 
incessantly not drop calls.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

BSGE’s Creative Writing 
Elective Mixes Media
For the past month, stream 7-2’s Creative Writing class 
has been working on a very interesting sculpture project.  
It started out as individual work, but then became a 
group collaboration.  The students in the stream wrote 
their own personal narratives, and then had the chance 
to create a sculpture, drawing, or some sort of art that 
represents their writing piece, whether it be literal, 
abstract, or somewhere in between.  Then, they all came 
together to make one huge story that incorporated all of 
the various sculptures.  At the end, they create a video 
that tells that whole story.  Their teachers, Ms. Hawkins 
and Mr. Bendeck, who are students themselves at Sarah 
Lawrence College, are over seeing the whole project with 
the assistance of Jory and Sean, prominent local artists, 

who helped with 
the creation of 
the sculptures.  
According to 
Jory, the purpose 
of the project 
was “To start 
with narra-
tives, to create 
sculptures from 
the narratives, 
and then create 
a narrative from 
the sculptures.”

After being 
shown last year’s 
class video, the 
students worked 

on the be-
ginning of 
the group 
story, and 
left the 
finishing 
of the story 
to each of 
the kids to 
write sepa-
rately.  By 
combining 
all of their 
endings 
into one, 
they will 
finish their story and begin to make their video, in one 
huge class collaboration.  Their story apparently involves 
a crazed voodoo pizza lover, his feathered clumsy as-
sistant, a unicorn with a rainbow horn, his microphone 
grandmother, and a race from planet Blarg to the proph-
esied Cake of Youth.  With Grandma Microphone’s life 
on the line, they race to see who can attain the legendary 
pastry first.

The whole class seems to have enjoyed this project, even 
the teachers.  Sean K. from 7-2 said, “I loved being able 
to use my imagination to bring clay to life.” According to 
Ms. Hawkins, “The best part was getting to see the kid’s 
sculptures.  You guys are brilliant sculptures.  Also, read-
ing the amazing story they came up with.”   In addition 
to the project, the students went on a field trip on May 3, 
to the Noguchi museum, Socrates Park and Rainey Park 
to experience artwork in the community.

ANNIE CHENG ‘18
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BSGE Holds 
Annual Spring 
Concert
BSGE’s annual Spring Concert was held on May 30th. 
This is a benefit concert that raised raise money for 
charities. The Players for Peace, the school orchestra, 
played that night in addition to the 9th grade.

The Players for Peace played “Cyberspace Overture”, 
“Water Music”, “The National Anthem” and “Fiesta 
Mexicali.” The 9th grade performed “The William Tell 
Overture,” ‘Pet Rock,” and “Summoning the Spirits.” 
This is an original program that contains numerous 
classics. Some students also played either solos or duets.

The suggested donation for the concert was $ 8.00, 
which will be donated to charity. Her husband, a 
photographer, takes photos that he sells and the profits from those photos are donated to 
charity as well. Ms. Nikkolos explains, “The money we raise will be given to those less 
fortunate than we are.” She has concerts semi-annually and always finds a good cause 
to donate to. Last year she donated the money from the concert to  Haitian earthquake 
relief.
Photo credit: Abdel Berraha

MICHAEL XU ‘18

New Student Orientation
On Monday, June 10th, BSGE held a new student orientation for incoming 7th 
and 9th grade students. Parents stayed in the cafeteria to listen to presenta-
tions by teachers and PTA representatives about the school and the program at 
BSGE. Students went with teachers to classrooms to participate in various ice 
breaker activities and help answer students’ questions about the school. The 
Main goal with students is to help them feel welcome and more comfortable 
due to the big transition they are about to make. Around 100 families were in 
attendance.

BSGE Celebrates MYP Completion
On Friday, June 7th celebrated the end of the Middle Years Program with the 
current 10th grade students.  The ceremony will included the distribution 
MYP certificates and subject specific awards and speeches by student speakers. 
The 10th grade students selected Avishek Paul to speak and teachers selected 
Paulina Nowakowski and Sarfi Chowdhury. Spanish teacher Freddy Giraldo 
was the host for the event.

2013 BSGE Yearbook for Sale!
Buy your own yearbook for only $45 from Virge Ramos.

Blood Drive Collects 29 Pints of Blood
The BSGE community donated a total of 29 pints of blood on June 4th. The 
New York Blood Center came to BSGE for the second time this school year in 
this event sponsored by the Helping Hands Committee.

Remember:
The last day of school is June 
26th and the first day of the 

2013-2014 school year is Mon-
day, September 9th. Make sure 
to get your Summer assigments 

completed before then!

The 7th grade recently completed an animation project using the computer 
program, Scratch. Students worked in groups to create a short film using 
the program. In each group, several students made Sprites, the actors of the 
Scratch program, and others created scripts for the Sprites. Students integrated 
their individual ideas to make compelling stories. One group’s film was about 
a superhero in a circus who saves a tightrope actor. The story combined the 
various group members’ interests.

Success in this project depended heavily on teamwork and communication. 
Mr. Saha, the 7th grade technology teacher, said, “It [the project] teaches kids 

about the values of communication.”

The students really enjoyed their work. 
Matthew Burke explained, “It was 
interesting to see my project changed 
by other group members and their 
views were interesting.” He also felt 
that there were advantages and disad-
vantages to group work. He felt that 
although you could merge ideas within 
your group, you could also end up 
with uncooperative group members 
who contributed nothing.

MICHAEL XU ‘18

7th Graders Com-
plete Animation 
Projects
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Take Full Advantage of 
the Summertime
All of us have memories of having fun during the summer time. Those memories may 
be of hot days in the park, eating ice cream, seeing a summer movie, travel, longs 
days with friends and family, or even just lounging around.  Mixed in with these 
memories are certainly also very significant and meaningful experiences of learning 
and growth.  In fact, with more time and less structure than during the school year, 
the summer is a wonderful time to explore new and different areas connected to our 
interests, aspirations, and even our  goals for the future.

It is with all of this in mind that I’m 
taking the opportunity to remind 
students to take advantage of the 
summer as it fast approaches.  If  
you do not already have set plans 
for the whole summer, consider 
volunteering opportunities, a sum-
mer academic program, looking for 
a part-time job or even taking an 
on-line course. To help you with 
this there is a Summer Programs 
portion of the Guidance Depart-
ment section of the BSGE website 
(http://bsgeweb.wordpress.com/
summer-programs/) where a listing 
of paid internships and lower cost/

free summer programs is updated throughout the school year.  Living in New York 
City we are fortunate to have an incredible variety of summer opportunities.  Among 
those currently listed are programs ranging from the Breakthrough Collaborative (a 
paid internship that aims to “inspire and develop the next generation of teachers and 
educational leaders”) to Girls Who Code (“computer science education pairing 300+ 
hours of intensive instruction…with career-focused mentorship”) to the Musical 
Theater Summer Intensive at Prospect Theater Company.
However, the best resources for different summer ideas are also right around you 
every day. Talk with your friends, family, teachers and classmates. What are they going 
to do this summer? What have they done in past summers?  This will likely lead you 
to new ideas that you had not even considered.  Most importantly, remember that the 
coming months of July and August will come and go very quickly.  Be sure that you 
take advantage and get all of the enjoyment and learning out of them that you can.

New Bees Visit 
Noguchi Museum 
and Socrates Park
On May 3, Stream 7-2 
went to the Socrates Sculp-
ture Park and the Noguchi 
Museum as part of their 
Creative Writing elective. In 
class, students were taught 
how to make sculptures 
with various media includ-
ing clay, wire, construction 
paper, among others, to 
connect to their personal 
narratives that the students 
wrote in class. The group 
made its way to Long Island 
City to view the exhibi-
tions accompanied by Peter 
Wilson and Ms. Kumar 
before it became open to 
the public. At the mu-
seum, the class met with its 
sculpting instructor, Jory, 
who is a resident artist at 
the Socrates Sculpture Park. 
The class was given a tour 
lead by a tour guide.

The seventh graders were 
shown pieces of art in the 
museum in a way that was 
more liberated than the 
average museum tour. The 
students viewed sculptures, 
which included The Well, 
Night Portal and Brilliance, 
made by Isamu Noguchi, a 
Japanese-American artist.  

The students sketched what 
they saw and were told to 
interpret the sculpture in 
the way that they felt was 
appropriate. The guide did 
not tell students that their 
ideas were right or wrong 
which made the experience 
better for the students. The 
sculptures had an abstract 
look to them. Andreea R 
’18, one of the students 
who attended the trip , 
said,“Somebody could in-
terpret the art work based 
on their mood. If  you are 
angry when you enter the 
museum the objects can 
seem to have gloomy atmo-
sphere to them. If you are 
ecstatic the pieces will have 
a deeper meaning: one of 
calmness and understand-
ing.”

The sculpture, The Well, 
was made of one solid rock 
with different textures and 
had water overflowing 
slowly, running through 
the crevices, reaching the 
base and coming back to 
the surface. Many of the 
students thought the piece 
communicated ideas of 
redemption before learn-
ing the inspiration for the 
piece.

The Socrates Sculpture Park 
was the second destination 
for the class that day. Once 
a landfill, the park is now 
the destination for free ac-
tivities for the Queens com-
munity and a work place 
for resident artists. On site 
there is a workspace in 
which artists, seeking rec-
ognition, make long lasting 
sculptures to be viewed in 
the park. The exhibitions 
vary by season. The current 
exhibition, which opened 
on May 12, was inspired 
by an artists’ how-to book, 
do it (outside) which was 
compiled by various artists. 
Resident artists were asked 
to interpret an entry in the 
book and set up their pieces 
to reflect it.

Other activities that are 
offered in the park range 
from yoga to an inter-
national film festival. All 
activities are free due to the 
desire for a place to revital-
ize Long Island City.

The students who visited 
the museum and park en-
joyed the experience and 
vowed to come again.

ALICE ARONOV ‘18

French Club Hosts 
BSGE’s First 
Spring Fling

On May 3, 2013 the 
French Club hosted BSGE’s 
first ever Spring Fling, a 
French culture themed 
dance. There were refresh-
ments, snacks, and great 
music with students from 
all grades in attendance. 
The French Club sold more 
than 130 tickets and made 
additional money selling 
refreshments.

The French teacher and 
advisor for the French 
Club, Mr. Rajiv, said that he 
believed the real purpose 
of the dance was to put 
the French Club on the 
map. Even though the 
club recently started in 
January 2013 there were 
still over 30 students 
that constantly attended 
meetings and planned 
events for the club. Mr. 
Rajiv also wanted to 
bring more fun to learn-
ing about French culture 
without the structure of 
a classroom.  He wanted 
to allow the students to 
gain more exposure to 
the French culture as 
well.

Overall Mr. Rajiv consid-
ered Spring Fling a success. 
The French Club raised a 
lot of money, had a great 
party, and got a good 
response from the stu-
dents. The next meeting the 
students will have will be 
focused on how the money 
raised should be used. Pos-
sible French Club activities 
include a trip to somewhere 
in New York City, possibly 
a trip abroad, or bringing 
in a professional French 
chef for the students in the 
French Club.

Mr. Rajiv was amazed by 
the level of leadership 
and management skills he 
witnessed from the students 
who organized the Spring 
Fling. He said, “Overall I 
think that the spring fling 
dance was a tremendous 
success and I was com-
pletely impressed and 
thankful for the leadership 
skills that the French club 
members displayed. We all 
had fun and that was the 
point.”

Photo credit: Emma Keegan 
‘18

TATIANA ECONOMOPOULOS ‘18

Lady Sting’s Season 
Comes to a Close
On Friday May 17, BSGE’s girls softball team, Lady Sting, was defeated in a tough 
game against Metropolitan Campus in the second round of the playoffs, 10-1. Met-
ropolitan, who were seeded #2 in the playoff brackets, advanced to the quarterfinals 
while Baccalaureate’s playoff run was over. Despite the difficult loss, the game marked 
the end of a great season for the team, who ended up with a final record of 13-5, 
including one win and one loss in the playoffs.

The season kicked off on March 22, with many new faces on the team. Five fresh-
men were added to the starting lineup. The team did well considering the number of 
rookies playing. “The season was a huge success,” Coach Virge Ramos said. The team 
cruised into the playoffs, led by pitcher Olivia Witting ‘14, Coach Ramos and Coach 
Potter, and assistant coach Steve Witting. After ending the season with a record of 12-
4, Lady Sting was seeded #15 in the playoffs, and made it to the second round of the 
citywide post-season after beating Brooklyn Studio 5-2 at Randalls Island (See story). 
BSGE played and lost to Metropolitan Campus at their home field in Forest Park.

Although the team is celebrating a successful year, the season ended on a bittersweet 
note with team captains and seniors Wendy Nulty ‘13, second base, and Jessica Koziol 
‘13, catcher, graduating from BSGE this year. This was also the last season for student 
manager Kyle Diangkinay ‘13. “The 
seniors’ dedication to the team was 
unwavering, no matter what you 
asked of them,” Coach Ramos said. 
“And Kyle is unreplaceable,” he 
added.

Lady Sting held their annual bar-
beque after completing the regular 
season and plan to continue the 
celebrations with a team dinner soon. 
They are looking to come back even 
stronger next year despite the loss of 
two key players. “I have high hopes 
for every team,” explained Coach 
Ramos. “In my eyes, if  you work hard 
and are committed, you will have a 
successful team.”

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

TIM DAVID-LANG
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Lack of Physics 
Proves 
Problematic
For students who want to major in engineering in col-
lege, taking a physics course is important, which poses a 
problem for BSGE students. In order to major in engi-
neering, colleges and universities encourage students to 
take a course in physics in high school, a class BSGE no 
longer offers. According to the website of the PhysTEC 
department at Cornell University, students who pursue 
majors in science or engineering are often required to 
take Physics in college and these courses are more chal-
lenging for a student who has not taken Physics in high 
school at all. It is common for the Dean or head of the 
department of engineering at a University to discourage 
students from majoring in engineering in these cases 
because students do not have proper preparation or 
fundamental knowledge of physics.  In addition, it puts 
students who have not taken physics in high school at a 
disadvantage during the

admissions process, as colleges will favor students who 
have taken physics already.

In the past, BSGE offered a Physics course to its 9th 
graders and also offered an IB Physics course for 11th 
and 12th graders but the 9th grade class was replaced 
with Forensic Science instead and high school students 
can only choose from IB Biology and IB Chemistry. The 
Physics courses were done away with partially because 
of staffing issues once serious budgets cuts hit but also 
because 9th grade students struggled with taking Phys-
ics at such a young age.

What makes BSGE unique from other high schools is 
that it offers the IB Diploma Program. The IB curricu-
lum differs from the regular curriculum taught at other 
high schools, and gives students an advantage because 
it offers a rigorous course load. Due to BSGE’s different 
curriculum and structure, the school does suffer from 
some disadvantages. Tim David-Lang explains, “because 
of the size of the school and its limited resources, we 
can’t offer an endless number of Diploma classes and 
programs.” Tim David-Lang goes on to say that students 
who want to major in areas such as engineering do not 
need to worry about BSGE not offering a physics course 
because “colleges are aware about the programs and 
courses that are offered by our school so they will not 
penalize students for not taking a course that was not 
offered in their school.”

Even though BSGE does not offer a physics class for its 
students, this does not mean students should avoid tak-
ing engineering courses or stop themselves from pursu-
ing an engineering major. There are many solutions and 
alternatives to this issue.

For BSGE students who feel that taking a physics course 
would be beneficial and better prepare them for college, 
there are a few options and programs that exist. Jim 
Napolitano, 11th and 12th grade Math teacher, ad-
vises students who want to take a physics course before 
studying engineering in college “to look into, apply for 
and attend a physics program in another school, more 
commonly a college in the city such as Queens College.” 
Students can also take a Regents Physics course over the 
summer at a private school like the Windsor School in 
Flushing, NY for $595. Therefore, students should not 
be concerned about BSGE’s lack of a physics course 
because there are several external courses available 
within New York City that can help prepare and educate 
students who are interested in pursuing engineering.

RITIKA KARNIK ‘14

BSGE Hosts Fourth 
Lounge Night
BSGE held its fourth 
Lounge Night event on 
April 26th earlier this 
year. Planned by the 
rather new School Spirit 
Council, this event was 
intended to increase 
school spirit and enthusi-
asm for school events and 
parties. This year’s event 
was not unlike the rest, 
seen by many as a success. 
Najwa Jamal ‘17 said, 
“The music was good and 
it was nice to hang out 
with friends” despite the 
small audience. Heather 
Choe ‘18 added that the 
event was “an upbeat, live 
party,” complimenting 
the performers and music 
choice of the night. One 
of the performers espe-
cially popular among the 
audience was Sonja Sme-
land ‘18. She, along with 
Lily Brickman ‘17 sang 
“When I Was Your Man” 
by Bruno Mars. Najwa 
Jamal “really liked Sonja,” 
complimenting her “good 
voice and how the crowd 
seemed to really love her.” 
Vanessa Pilatova ‘17 was 
also at the event and en-
joyed Lily’s performance 
of Mars’ song. Having 
also been at the rehears-
als for the night, Vanessa 
expressed her relief say-
ing, “It was really great 
seeing her finally perform 
the song in front of the 
school.” 

Also performing at 

Lounge Night were BSGE’s 
own teachers, Dance/
Yoga instructor Ms. Ken-
dra Jackson and her hus-
band, and French teacher 
Mr. Rajiv Mahajan. Ms. 
Jackson and her husband 
ballroom-danced while 
Mr. Mahajan sang and 
played guitar. Mr. Ma-
hajan has performed in 
previous lounge nights, 
bringing his guitar along 
with him for his other 
performances and sur-
prising the audiences with 
his singing and guitar-
playing. Overall, many 
guests had positive opin-
ions about the performers 
of the night, recognizing 
the hard work that went 
into planning.

Expectations were Lounge 
Night were very high, 
especially among the 
lower grades. Kohen 
Rahman ‘18 expected 
less than he actually 
experienced, confess-
ing that he thought 
“there was going to be 
less crowd dancing, 
and that we would sit 
down and just watch 
the show - like a talent 
show.” It seems that 
many attendees thought 
similarly to Kohen, that 
Lounge Night was going 
to be a night where the 
audience would be sitting 
down and watching per-
formances. Many students 
thought the combination 
of what seemed like a 
school dance and a school 

show 
was a 
good 
idea to 
in-
crease 
audi-
ence 
enthu-
siasm. 

Besides 
the 
young-
er 
grades 
who 
had 
never 

been to the 
previous three 
lounge nights, 
there were 
older BSGE 
students who 
also attended 
and found both 
similarities 
and differ-
ences between 
this year’s 
event and prior 
events. Luca 
Cognata ‘16 
said, “Honestly 
it was the best 
lounge nights 
I’ve been to in 
the past three years of 
being at BSGE.” He credits 
this 
opinion mostly to the fact 
that he knew more people 
who were performing 
this year. Other students 

agreed credit their enjoy-
ment to knowing the 
performers, having space 
to move around (as op-
posed to previous events, 
during which BSGE’s 
cafetorium was arguably 
too full), and being able 
to get up and dance. Ivan 
Pereda ‘13, in contrast, 
did not know most of 
the performers but liked 
that BSGE teachers also 
participated: “It’s always 
great to see a familiar face 
perform.”

The School Spirit Coun-
cil should definitely be 
commended for planning 
one of the only school 
parties or dances this 
year, in comparison to 
the many more parties 
that happened per year 
just a couple of years ago. 
Students had suggestions 
for the next lounge night 
should the council decide 

to plan another. Ivan 
thought that the organi-
zation of the event could 
be bettered, making con-
crete suggestions such as 
planning dress rehearsals 
and targeting the entire 
school as the audience. 

Previous years’ 
events were “more 
of a senior thing 
than a freshman-
sophomore party. 
Involvement of all 
the grades should 
be considered,” he 
said. Besides widen-
ing the target audi-
ence and planning 
team, other factors 

that would have made this 
year’s lounge night all the 
more enjoyable are more 
refreshments and food 
and the installation of a 
raised stage similar to last 
year’s.

Despite the uncertainty 
among many BSGE 
students about what this 
year’s lounge night would 
be like, most attendees 
would agree that the hard 
work put behind the event 
was evident and there are 
definitely a wide range of 
talented BSGE bees within 
our school. Many students 
said they would defi-
nitely go to future lounge 
nights for more chances 
to dance and hang out 
with friends, as well as to 
watch fellow BSGE stu-
dents perform.

Photo credt: Beatriz 
Benares ‘16

SAMANTHA CALPO 
‘14

“best lounge 
nights I’ve been 
to in the past 
three years of 

being at BSGE”
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teaCher of the Month:
Ms. Clarkson-Farrell
Okay, so for starters, what is your first name, Ms. Clark-
son Farrell?

 Alright, finally… Here it comes, dun dun dun! So many 
people have been asking me throughout the years, it’s 
Theresa. Theresa Clarkson Farrell, people call me Terry.

 Finally! We find out. So, what would you describe your 
position at BSGE?

 Oh my goodness, I wear many hats. I do the library, I am 
the librarian. I oversee the 10th grade personal project 
elective; sometimes I call myself the 10th grade personal 
project cheerleader. Urging you on, “Yes, you can do it!” 
Also, this term, I am covering the Human Rights class for 
Peter, this is the first time I’m doing that.

 So, you’re teaching the class?

 Well yes, I’m teaching the class, but following Peter’s 
curriculum to the best of my ability.

 Do you still substitute for the school?

 If  Ms. Johnson needs me to act as a substitute for a class, 
then I am available. But right now I’m only working here; 
I’m not subbing for other schools, because I like it here!

 How did you get this position?

 The first time I ever substituted in this school was (oh my 
god) 10 years ago, my husband substituted here, came 
in for a day and the first thing that he said was “Oh my 
god we have to get our daughter into this school!” That’s 
how Fiona ended up here, and then a few days later, the 
art teacher Tony, he was going out because his wife was 
going to have a baby and they needed someone for two 
weeks and my license was in Art, that’s my basic teach-
ing license, so I came in and was the Art teacher for two 
weeks and it has been BSGE ever since.

 How old was your daughter at the time?

 Oh, she was in 6th grade. We found out when the tests 
were, she took them, and then we forced her to come!

 So, what else did you do before coming to BSGE?

 Before BGSE? I was subbing in the system for Pre-K 
through 12th grade. I’ve done Pre-K science, dance, art, 
English and Mathematics, covered a Nuclear Physics 
class… Mostly in Queens. Prior to that I was working at 
home, had kids, school, doing the whole “Mom” thing.

What is it like working at a school where your daughter 
went?

 Well, actually I had done that with Fiona in Elementary 
school because I had taught 
at her school.  She didn’t 
seem to mind it. Person-
ally, I’m fine with it, didn’t 
bother me in the least.

 Was it weird seeing her 
friends everywhere?

 Ehh, no, because it kind of 
gave me insight for every-
thing, I sort of get an inside 
perspective. “What did you 
do at school today?”But aha! 
Now I actually kind of know 
what kind of stuff you’re 
doing.  Who are you hang-
ing out with? Oh yes, I DO 
know who you’re hanging 
out with! And she insists 
to this day that it has never 
bothered her.

 What’s your favorite part of 
teaching at BSGE?

 I know this is going to 
sound very cliché, but I have 
to say, the students. You 
guys really are, overall, even 
the most annoying of you, 
are interesting, fun, and 
engaged.

 You’re interesting as people 
and generally speaking, 
most of you are motivated 
to learn something and I 
have never had an experi-
ence here that someone’s 

behavior was so horrible that it was borderline criminal. 
Unfortunately I can’t say this about some of the other 
schools I’ve taught at….

 I’m not saying the people aren’t annoying, I’m not say-
ing people don’t make poor choices periodically, but you 
guys are a nice bunch of interesting, motivated and fun 
young people.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

BSGE has a new Origami Club this year 
where students from various grades come 
each Wednesday during 8th period to the 
Yoga Room to fold papers into interesting 
figures with Ms. Jackson, the advisor for 
the club. Anyone can go to the Origami 
Club even if  they have few skills in origa-
mi or have no clue of how to do anything 
with paper.
The club is not structured like a class. 

Interested students show up and can work 
by themselves or learn from each other. 
Students are also allowed to use their 
phones to research how to create figures.
7th grader Annie Cheng, who is an ori-
gami enthusiast, sometimes teaches other 
students what she knows. Origami Club 
member, Stephanie Mach ’18, says, “Ori-
gami is fun. Annie makes it interesting.” 

Ms. Jackson is not an origami 
expert but she is learning 
from students who attend the 
club.
The Origami Club is not a 
club of experienced people 
who want to hone their skills 
but a club of students who 
want to spend their time 
enjoying folding paper as well 
learning new things and tech-
niques from others. Students 
are free to use a wide variety 
of paper to create what they 
want.
In the near future, Ms. Jack-

son wants 
the paper 
figures 
created by 
the Ori-
gami Club 
to be sold 
in school 
during 
the end of 
this school 
year or 
the be-
ginning 
of next 
school 
year. Ms. 
Jackson 
most 
likely 
wants to 
have the 
Origami 
Club to 
keep 
meeting 
next year.

BSGE’s New Origami Club
AUSRA PRANEVICIUS ‘18



June 2013       BSGE’s OfficialBuzz                 Page 7

Senior Bees Make Final College Decisions
riCarDo aguaYo 
Brandeis University (POSSE Foundation Scholarship: 
$170,728)

KYra aLLen 
Northeastern University (Northeastern U Grant: $72,000)

MohaMMeD aMin 
City College: Grove School of Engineering

Steven arManioS 
Polytechnic Institute of New York University

DiMitri BaSKouS 
Binghamton University

Maria BeLChiKova 
Rochester Institute of Technology (Achievement Scholar-
ship: $40,000)

JeSSiCa BeLKin 
Binghamton University

JeSSiCa BoDeta 
Queens College

naDa Bourara 
Temple University

Max CaMaCho 
Sarah Lawrence College (Sarah Lawrence Grant: 
$88,140, Sarah Lawrence Scholarship: $80,000) 

aLan ChaJet 
Binghamton University

Dana ChoLaKova 
University of Colorado Boulder

JuDe Chua 
York College

aLeJanDra Cruz 
Vaughn College of Aeronautics

YaLeYnah Cruz 
Hunter College

KYLe DiangKinaY

Wheaton College (POSSE  Foundation Scholarship: 
$179,120)

oLiver Diaz 
SUNY Geneseo

nathanaeL farCiert 
Macaulay Honors at Baruch College (Full Tuition 
Scholarship: $20,000, MacBook 
Laptop + Study-Abroad Oppor-
tunity Grant: $7,500)

feDeriCo gnazzo 
Queens College

aMina haDJeB 
Long Island University: Chan-
cellor’s Scholar (Chancellor’s 
Scholar Award: $20,000, Study 
Grant: $8,000, Rising Fresh-
men Spring Award: $2,000, 
LIU Access Award: $16,000)

DioniSioS hatziDiMitri-
ou 
Queens College

zaKir huSSain 
Hunter College

Kei hYSKa 
Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges (Hobart and William 
Smith Grant: $163,200)

anDrea JoSeph 
Vassar College (QuestBridge College Scholarship: 
$220,000; NY State Scholarship for Academic Excel-
lence: $500; National Association of University Women 
(NAUW) Scholarship: $1,000)

Donna KariMi 
Sarah Lawrence College (Dean’s Scholarship: $84,000, 
Sarah Lawrence Grant: $79,272)

Jae hwa KiM 
Hunter College

JoShua KiM 
Stony Brook University (Presidential Scholarship: 
$14,000, CEAS Dean’s Scholarship: $1,000)

JeSSiCa KozioL 
Hunter College: Jenny Hunter Honors Scholar Program 
(J. Hunter Honors Scholarship: $4,000)

aLexanDra KruteL 
Vassar College (Vassar Scholarship: $155,684)

Jonathan Kwan 
Hunter College

SaMueL Levine 
University at Buffalo

aLLiSon MaLaLuan

Hofstra University

aMeLa MuMinoviC 
Pace University Pleasantville (Pace Incentive Award:: 
$68,000)

JoSue nava 
Hunter College

athanaSioS nouSiaS 
Macaulay Honors at Hunter College (Full Tuition Schol-
arship: $20,000, Apple Laptop + Academic Scholarship:  
$8,000, Study-Abroad Opportunity Grant: 
$7,500)

wenDY nuLtY 
Fordham University (Fordham Jogues 
Scholarship: $28,000; Fordham Tuition 
Award: $112,000)

KathLeen ortiz 
Binghamton University

StaCY pauLino 
University of Hawaii Manoa

ivan pereDa-zoriLLa

University of Wisconsin Madison (POSSE Foundation 
Scholarship: $170,000; 2013 Bloomberg Technical Schol-
arship: $40,000)

Sarah pinKhaSov 
Hunter College

veroniCa renDon 
City College

BetSY roDriguez 
Hunter College

razieh ShoJaee 
Polytechnic Institute of New York  University (Polytech-
nic Grant: $90,000,Poly WEST Scholarship: $8,000)

eLeni SopiKiotiS 
Hunter College

BarBara SYSKa 
Hunter College

Katherine taManaha 
Reed College

DanieL targonSKi

Polytechnic Institute of New York University (Polytech-
nic Grant: $44,800)

Matthew terriBerrY 
Borough of Manhattan Community College

JaDe aShLeY thoMaS 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges (Hobart and Wil-
liam Smith Grant: $170,000)

Jan wYSzYnSKi 
Brown University

BrenDa Yeung  
Northeastern University (Excellence Scholarship: 

$48,000, Northeastern Grant: $86,800)
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IB Art Exhibition took place at 
Aurora Gallery for the first time this 

past year. Pictured above is the process 
of setting up the space, guests arriving 

and admiring the students’ artworks, 
and group photos of some of the IB 

Art students of 2013.
Photo credits: Ms. McCabe, Jessica 

Bodeta ‘13
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On May 3rd, 10th grade students presented their Personal Projects to an audience 
of 7th, 8th and 9th graders. The Personal Project was a yearlong assignment that re-
volved around topics that interested the students and that they chose themselves. Using 
information they gathered, they were to create a final project that demonstrated their 
knowledge of their topic. Students were expected to follow a process that included a 
presentation at the close of the project. Presentations lasted 10-15 minutes and varied 
greatly depending on the topic. Students in the audience were given packets to com-
plete based on the presentations to help them learn about the experience.

The 10th graders were assigned to develop a presentation since the start of the school 
year. They focused on a variety of Area of Interactions to guide them throughout the 
project process, as well as Guiding Questions (GQ).  10th graders began brainstorm-
ing ideas/topics for their projects as early as the summer of their ninth grade year. Af-
ter formulating their topics, students were to identify two Area of Interaction concepts 
for their work. The whole process was broken down into 4 distinct stages: the plan-
ning phase, the research phase, the creation phase and finally, the reflection phase. 
The tenth graders worked on the project primarily at home, but were given some time 
in school to complete the project – during their respective advisory classes. Addition-
ally students were required to log their progress using a project journal. Presentations 
consisted of a demonstration of the final project.

When asked upon how the projects progressed, Ms. Matani, a tenth grade advisor, 
commented: “On some days it was very rewarding, especially when working with 
students who were engaged in the project and were coming to some realizations about 
themselves. Other days, it was overwhelming because there were so many different 
Guiding Questions – each student had a unique GQ. It was difficult to keep track of all 
the struggles and accomplishments.”

The Personal Project is a mandatory assignment for all tenth graders. The annual 
presentations allow students to start thinking about upcoming topics they wish to 
research, as well as to provide inspiration for future tenth graders.
Pictured: Francesca Tan’s Photography for her project

The Helping Hands Com-
mittee is pleased to share 
that this year’s Pennies 
for Patients drive was 
successful–BSGE adviso-
ries raised $2047.59!  A 
special commendation to 
Diana Nikkolos’ 9th grade 
advisory who raised just 
over $500. Enjoy the pizza 
and ice cream party–it 
was well earned. Juanita 
Kumar’s 8th grade advi-
sory came in second and 
will receive a pizza party 
as well.  All donations will 
be given to The Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society in 
order to aid with cancer 
research and medical care 
for children living with 
leukemia and lymphoma.
We would also like to 
thank those who partici-
pated in our final Blood 

Drive sponsored by the 
NY Blood Center on 
Tuesday, June 4th. NYC 
continues to cope with a 
severe blood shortage in 
the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy. Remember, one 
donation can help save up 
to three lives.
In case you didn’t know, 
the Helping Hands Com-
mittee spent a fun-filled 
and busy Earth Day at 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
in Queensbridge, working 
with the Parks Depart-
ment and Plant Specialists 
staff members in planting 
vegetables and flowers, 
fertilizing most of the 
outer grounds, removing 
debris and trash, planting 
a tree and preparing for 
the following week’s an-
nual Kite Flight celebra-

tion.  Whew!
Thank you to those who 
attended the Spring 
Concert on Thursday, 
May 30th at 6:00pm at 
BSGE.  It was an excit-
ing evening filled with 
wonderful performances 
from the talented Music 
Department under the 
guidance of Diana Nik-
kolos.  All proceeds raised 
from the concert will 
go to the Somaly Mam 
Foundation which rescues 
and rehabilitates young 
women and children from 
sex traffickers in Cambo-
dia.  Visit http://www.
somalymam.org for more 
information.
Once again, thanks for all 
of your generosity and 
support throughout the 
year.

BSGE Sophomores Present 
Personal Projects

JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18

Advisories Raise over $2,000 
for Pennies for Patients

PETER WILSON

Mr. Mehan’s Math Meets

Mr. Mehan runs a middle school math club for interested 7th and 8th grad-
ers.  The club participated in multiple math competitions, and, as a whole, it 
performs well. The club meets on Friday afternoons, from 2:20 to 3:00, though it 
sometimes runs later than that.

There are two basic types of meets: official ones and unofficial ones.  Offi-
cial meets can involve one of three competitions.  The first competition is the 
American Mathematics Competition for 8th grade (AMC 8).  That competition 
involves very difficult multiple-choice questions.  Students can take participate 
again in high school as Jim Napolitano gives students the AMC 12.  The second 
competition the middle school math club does is the Math League.  That one has 
35 difficult multiple-choice questions.  No student that participated got more 
than 29 correct.  The third and most common type of official meet is the Math 
Olympiads.  This includes 25 open-ended questions completed over 5 sessions 
with 5 questions per session, to be completed without a calculator.  The unof-
ficial meets are for MathCounts, which is a program that lets students develop 
their math skills while working together.

The math club this year is much larger than it was last year.  Last year, the club 
was created for one competition over about two weeks in March and consisted of 
two 7th graders and three 8th graders. In contrast, this year’s meets have started 
in December.  This year, there have been 20 people at the average official meet 
and 10 to 15 people at the average unofficial meet. Hopefully, the middle school 
math club will still be around and going strong next year with a new group of 
7th graders.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17
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Turnitin.com Gets 
Mixed Reviews
When students enter seventh grade at BSGE, their teachers introduce them to a web-
site called, Turnitin, the self-proclaimed “Leading Plagiarism Checker.” The process 
involves a teacher creating a class that students can enroll in using the proper class ID 
and password. Students can then submit assignments by uploading files to the website. 
While the website offers services like GradeMark and PeerMark, which allow teach-
ers to put up the grades for the assignments and students to review their peers’ work, 
respectively, the teachers at BSGE usually choose only to make use of the Originality-
Check. This service includes the site comparing the submitted assignment to all other 
assignments and works that it has in its database and finding similar sections of writ-
ing. For both students and teachers, Turnitin’s main purpose is to ensure that work has 
not been plagiarized, though it may be inconvenient in other ways.

Students at BSGE seem to view the website as a nuisance, though not because it proves 
to be an effective tool against plagiarism. Sayeed Akbar ‘14 said, “I think the main dis-
advantage is that the time I need to submit my work by interferes with my schedule.” 
Most BSGE teachers decide that the time assignments are due should be late at night, 
with a hard copy due in school the next day. However, this seems to contribute to 
procrastination on the students’ part. Anish Gosala ‘16 commented, “On the last day, 
I get stressed and have to work late.” The midnight deadlines cause students to save 
their work until later, meaning they work late and for a long time in order to meet the 
late night deadlines.

BSGE students mentioned many other problems they have with the service before 
listing the plagiarism checker. For Bassam Morsy ‘16, the biggest disadvantage is the 
difficulty he had remembering to upload assignments to Turnitin. He said, “Upload-
ing work usually isn’t on my mind when I go home, and I might forget.” Forgetting to 
upload assignments to Turnitin can result in teachers giving zeroes as grades, which 
makes the forgetfulness of some students a distinct disadvantage.

Even with their discontent with some aspects of Turnitin, students are also able to un-
derstand the advantages of the site. Allison Malaluan ‘13 said, “It makes us work inde-
pendently and think for ourselves, and it’s good practice for college, where plagiarism 
won’t be tolerated at all.” Teachers have explained why Turnitin is such a useful tool. 
Using the service will be expected of students in most cases once they enter college, 
and it promotes the kind of work ethic that students should carry with them through 
college and after.

While students may not be entirely happy using Turnitin, it seems that teachers think 
the advantages are too great to pass up. Just like many other aspects of BSGE, the use 
of Turnitin aims to prepare students for life as serious and professional students and 
workers. Teachers at BSGE require students to turn in their work via Turnitin begin-
ning in seventh grade, but Turnitin is more popular in high school classes. Older 
students are generally enrolled in more classes on the site than the younger ones. This 
emphasizes teachers’ insistence that using Turnitin teaches students a valuable lesson 
that they will be thankful for once they are attending college.

Teachers at BSGE warn students every year that plagiarism in colleges can have conse-
quences as severe as expulsion. In 2012, news broke of a cheating scandal at Harvard 
University. More than 100 students were accused of cheating on a take-home test. 
According to Harvard Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, all the students were in 
danger of a warning or probation. The probation would have required them to take a 
leave from school for up to a year. Punishments such as these, as well as even harsher 
ones, are common when a college student cheats. Services like Turnitin make it much 
easier for teachers to catch plagiarizers. It is for this reason that BSGE teachers are 
adamant that students use Turnitin seriously, as no matter how much of a nuisance 
using it is, it is only a benefit in the end.

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

DOE Changes How Regents are Graded
For decades, NYS Regents exams have been graded within 
the high school they are administered, where teachers 
are responsible for grading their students’s exams. How-
ever, the DOE has recently instituted a change regarding 
how the Regents will be graded starting with June 2013 
exams to reduce opportunities and incentives for teach-
ers to raise their students’ scores. Schools will not be able 
to grade Regents from their own students and educators 
will have to score Regents from students in other schools. 
Because of a sharp increase in the number of students 
who barely pass the exam with a 65%, the DOE believes 
that teachers may have been influenced and enticed by 
personal motives in order to ensure that their students 
pass the Regents, an important credential often associ-
ated with graduation. Data seem to indicate that many 
teachers grade with two related biases. One is to inflate 
scores to guarantee that their own students are able to 
just barely pass the exams. The other motive they are in-
fluenced by is safeguarding their own reputation because 
if  more students pass teachers and schools can shore up 
their credentials.  The DOE established a new grading 
system in hopes that scores would more accurately reflect 

a student’s performance and ability not only to pass but 
also to exceed state requirements; they hoped that the 
exams would also reflect teachers’ capacity to educate 
students consistently throughout the five boroughs.

In January, the state ran an experiment in schools in 
Queens to judge whether or not this new system would 
truly be effective and efficient. Spanning over 160 
schools, 107,000 tests were graded under the system. 
Within the system, tests were transported to schools and 
were graded by two different people, a new aspect of the 
new scoring system. Although the DOE thought it was 
a successful run-through, many teachers gave it mixed 
reviews. A handful of them believed that it made them 
better graders because they didn’t take into consider-
ation who the student was or any personal ties they had 
with the individual whose test they were assessing. They 
thought that this system would work to solve the prob-
lem at hand because there was no necessity to add points 
to a test to guarantee that it was a passing score/grade. 
However, others had strong, opposing feelings towards 
the experiment. They said the new system was difficult, 
time-consuming and still had to be validated with more 

trials due to the 50/50 response that it received. Many 
believed it encouraged teachers to grade more harshly 
because if  not their character came into question.

Because each highschool’s curriculum varies in terms 
of what is taught to students, the courses are not stan-
dardized; some schools teach topics not taught in other 
schools. Therefore, on the essay portion of the Regents, 
teachers would not be able to grade properly if  they were 
unaware of the specific concepts being taught in other 
schools. Another issue is that if  the system were to be in-
stituted, then teachers could also be penalized if they be-
lieved their grading wasn’t appropriate and did not meet 
the set standards. Time related problems also emerged, as 
many schools felt that there would be less time to grade 
the exams because more time would be spent transport-
ing tests from one location to the other. Since the tests 
would move from school to school and teachers would 
have to wait to grade Regents from different districts and 
boroughs, time will not be a luxury that can be wasted at 
the end of the school year.

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

Should the SHSATs 
Be So Important?
In order to gain accep-
tance into one of the nine 
prestigious specialized 
high schools in New York 
City, eighth graders need 
to take the SHSAT, the 
Specialized High Schools 
Admissions Test. These test 
scores alone determine a 
student’s acceptance; other 
factors, such as grades, 
teacher recommenda-
tions, extracurriculars, etc., 
are not considered. How 
well a student does on the 
SHSAT determines where 
they will spend the next 
four years of their lives. 
This places a lot of impor-
tance on the test, as it test 
becomes a make-or-break 

moment for students who 
want to attend specialized 
high schools. The use of 
only standardized tests to 
determine admission into 
specialized high schools 
is questionable, as it is not 
the only thing that ad-
equately gauges a student’s 
capabilities and should not 
be the only thing consid-
ered. However, because 
all students are, in theory, 
given an equal opportu-
nity to succeed on the test, 
it is considered to be the 
fairest and most objective 
way to gauge a student’s 
ability. The issue about 
standardized testing as the 
sole means of determining 
admission has been debated 
amongst students, parents, 
and teachers.

The problem people have 
with standardized test-
ing lies mainly with the 
fact that it is not neces-
sarily a fair assessment of 
intelligence, but rather an 
assessment of ability to 
take a test. Many students, 
though intelligent, are not 
good test-takers; they may 
get anxious during tests, 
they may not work fast 
enough to be able to finish 
on time, or they simply 
may not know test-taking 
tricks that would maximize 
their scores, all of which 
hinder their ability to do 
well. If  standardized testing 
is the only method used to 
determine admission, then 
kids who do poorly end 

up “blowing 
their chances” 
of getting ac-
cepted, even 
if  they are 
deserving of a 
spot in a spe-
cialized high 
school in other 
regards. This 
places a lot 

of unhealthy stress on 
students to do well on the 
test, as well as placing an 
emphasis on learning how 
to memorize facts and for-
mulas rather than critical 
thinking, which is another 
problem with standard-
ized tests. A lot of parents 
start preparing their kids 
way before the test in order 
to ensure their admission 
into a “good” high school. 
Their success on the test 
is then entirely owed to 
the amount of time spent 
studying rather than their 
ability to think for them-
selves. This gives students 
the impression that in 
high school all they’ll be 
expected to be able to do is 
take tests and regurgitate 
information, which should 

not be the case. Things such 
as class grades, teacher rec-
ommendations and essays 
are thus better indicators 
of whether someone is a 
good fit for a certain high 
school, because these more 
accurately assess the abili-
ties of a student.

However, though things 
such as grades and essays 
are more useful in “getting 
to know” a student, there 
is no way to standardize 
(hahaha) these factors. 
Grades are especially diffi-
cult to assess because grad-
ing systems vary through-
out schools. Good grades 
in an easy school may be 
equivalent to mediocre 
grades in a hard school, but 
unless the offices of admis-
sions are familiar with the 
difficulty levels of each 
school, the better grades 
will be held in higher 
regard, even if  these grades 
weren’t necessarily earned. 
Essays are also hard to 
standardize because unless 
one person reads over ev-
ery single essay, judgement 
of students’ writing will 
vary. Teacher recommen-
dations, though they give 
an insight into a student’s 
personality and how they 
behave in class, can be 
biased, whether it be in the 
favor of the student or not, 
and not give an objective 
view. Thus, standardized 
testing may actually be 
the only real basis for fair, 
objective comparisons be-
tween students, as everyone 
takes the same test and is 
expected to know the same 
material.  It possibly should 
not, however, be the sole 
factor in specialized high 
school admissions, and 
should instead be evaluated 
in tandem to other assess-
ments.

ANA MILJAK ‘14
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BSGE Juniors 
and Seniors 
Complete Their 
IB Exams
B exams, mandatory tests taken by juniors and seniors at the end of the school 
year, are usually two weeks long. This year, the exams took place from May 
2nd to the 22nd and were taken for the first time at a building just around 
the corner from BSGE, one that most students pass every morning–a grey 
building with a yellow “lightning bolt.” Most BSGE juniors were very nervous 
because this was their first IB exam. In addition, these IB science exam grades 
are the grades that colleges see on the transcripts (that is because senior year 
IB exam grades are released usually after college acceptance letters are mailed 
out). According to Isabella Hernandez ‘14, “the environment was very com-
fortable…but I am really relieved it’s over.” Lauren Ouaknine ‘14 was also 
relieved. She said that “it was strange that a whole year of studying and testing 
gets condensed into a few hours” of sitting in an unfamiliar room and taking 
one of the most important exams for the junior year. What some students have 
not realized, however, is that IB Science classwork and lab reports also count 
towards the final IB grade. For some this is unfortunate, as some students do 
not try their hardest in these classes. Others, such as Isabella, find this benefi-
cial. She said, “I was ecstatic knowing I had already passed before taking the 
test because of my lab grade.” Despite the mixed feelings towards the IB exams 
and the experience taking them, many future IB exam takers should note that 
the exams themselves are not so terrible–just relax and have a good night’s 
sleep beforehand!

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

BSGE Holds Geography Bee
The second annual BSGE Team Geography Bee took place on Wednesday, June 5th. A 
7th grade team of Michael X ‘18, Elijah K ‘18, and Nibras I ‘18 (team name: The Rain-
bow Cuddlebunny Powerpuffs) beat out 30 other teams to win the competition. The 
team scored a total of 66 points out of a possible 68.

Participating students formed team of three and answered questions that evaluated 
their knowledge of world, national, and local geography over two, 25 minute rounds. 
The participants were mostly 7th and 8th graders with some high school students as 
well.

Last year’s champions, Zovinar K ‘17, Yassmin E ‘17, and Mehraj M ‘17 (Team Name: 
Screw You, We Were Last Year’s Champions!) finished in 2nd place this year with a 
total of 51 points.

The first place team received movie passes and the second and third place teams re-
ceived iTunes gift cards.

Awards were also distributed for best team names. The “Flatulent Alpacas” and the 
“Andrew Jackson 5” took home those awards.

A team of teachers also participated. Mr Mehan, Dr. Helfenbein, and Ms. Mihalache 
finished with 57 points.

Above: The winning team: Elijah Karshner ‘18, Michael Xu ‘18, and Nibras Islam ‘18
Below, the 2nd and 3rd Place Teams. Photo Credit: Jennifer Dikes

BSGE’S Senior Grad-
uation Ceremony 
takes place 6/21 at 

2pm, at Queens The-
ater in the Park. 

See Virge Ramos for 
tickets.
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REGENTS EXAM SCHEDULE: JUNE 2013


