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When New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo an-
nounced earlier this year that he would be transferring 
$40 million from MTA funds to the General Debt Service 
Fund, many New Yorkers were extremely unhappy. 
Taking $40 million from the MTA and using it towards 
other causes would mean less money towards improving 
subway and bus lines, and more money coming out of 
commuters’ pockets.

New York State legislatures, transit advocates and sub-
way/bus riders took to the streets on a cold March 2nd 
to retaliate against this “$40 million raid”, as advocates 
call it.

State Assembly Member Joseph R. Lentol spoke about 
these intended purposes, pointing out the various issues 
with the G trains that were spoken about many times 
this year.

“My district is serviced by only two subway lines, the 
G and L train – one of which is considered the ugly 
stepchild of the MTA. The G train has undergone service 
cuts in the past and although some increases in service 
are coming this year, they simply are not enough.”

Cuomo argues that these funds being taken out will pay 
debt service on the MTA’s Service Contract Bonds, but 
New York State already agreed to pay for these debts so 
the MTA wouldn’t have to and less funds would be taken 
out.

“Now more than ever, New York should be investing 
in our infrastructure and transit needs,” says Assembly 
Member Nily Rozic, who represents a so-called “tran-
sit desert”. The Corporations & Authorities Committee 
member continues,  “Taking much-needed funding out 
of the transit budget in order to pay off debt flies in the 
face of and reneges on our commitment to help com-
muters.”

Visit thebaccrag.com for the full story

NYS Legislators, Subway and 
Bus Riders Rally to Stop 
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
$40 Million Raid of Transit 
Funds

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

BSGE held its annual IB Art Exhibition on March 17th and 18th at the Aurora Gallery in Astoria. Students set up their 
work which stayed up on public display over the two days and culminated in a reception open to the BSGE community 
on the night of March 18th. The exhibition was arranged by BSGE’s art teachers, Mr. Lucas Sheridan and Ms. Gretchen 
Schwarz. The exhibition is a requirement of the IB Art program but also provides an opportunitiy for the BSGE com-
munity, students, staff, parents and alumni to get together to celebrate the great achievement and excellent work of 
BSGE students. 

Visit TheBaccRag.com to find the full story and more pictures from the exhibition!

Student artwork on display. Photo Credit: Samantha Calpo

Lady Sting’s Flapjack 
Fundraiser, p8

Saying Goodbye to 
Sam Ulano, p4

A Review: 
Book vs 
Movie, 
p2

BSGE Seniors Display 
Work at IB Art Exhibition

BSGE Lady Sting Softball 
Season off to Successful Start

The Lady Sting are currently tied for 1st place in their 
division with a record of 6-1 (as of 4/8). The team, 
which finished 12-4 last year and won a game in the 
first round of the playoffs, looks to expand on their 
success this year. Highlights from the season incude a 
no hitter pitched by 9th grader Claire Bergerson in a 
14-0 victory over Queens Vocational HS. Averaging 19 
runs per game, the team’s offense has been impressive 
as well. Their only loss came against Long Island City 
HS by 1 run. They’ll have a rematch at LIC on 4/10. 
Students can come out to support the team.
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The Catching Fire book came out on September 1, 2009. The book starts out with Katniss and Peeta’s new lives in 
the Victor’s Village a year after they won their Hunger Games. Katniss and Peeta no longer have to worry about 
death lurking at their sides. Or at least that is what they believe. The second book of the series describes the 75th 
year of the annual Hunger Games, meaning it was time for the 3rd  Quarter Quell. Since the Quarter Quell only 
came every 25 years, President Snow andthe new head gamemaker, Plutarch Heavensbee had a lot planned. The 
participants of this year’s Hunger Games would be past victors of the Hunger Games. One boy and one girl would 
be chosen from each of the twelve districts.

After being haunted by the memories of the previous Hunger Games, Katniss and Peeta couldn’t believe that it was 
happening again. Not only that, but Katniss was being threatened by President Snow. Her little act of rebellion in her 
last Hunger Games started to cause an uprising in many of the districts. Katniss was ordered to make the uprisings 
stop by showing that she, too, needed to follow the Capitol’s rules.

On Reaping Day, Katniss and Haymitch were chosen, but Peeta volunteered to take Haymitch’s place. Since 
Haymitch was unable to do anything about it, he just promised Katniss he would help her keep Peeta alive. They 
spent the next few weeks preparing and forming alliances with other competitors of the Quarter Quell. Soon, Kat-
niss and Peeta  say goodbye to their friends and family to once again be in the Hunger Games.

The Quarter Quell began like any other Hunger Games: with bloodshed. 
Katniss and Peeta did whatever they could to stay alive. The Quarter Quell was 
nothing like any of the previous Hunger Games. There was blood rain, acidic 
smoke, and many more things that tried to eliminate the competitors, but it 
continued on like any other Hunger Games. That is, until President Snow’s 
plans blew up in his face…

In my opinion, the Catching Fire movie was amazing! Even if  you read the 
book, the movie keeps you on the edge of your seat. The movie did a wonderful 
job of portraying all of the events in the book and it left out very few details. 
Based on the reaction of the audience in the theater, I think the movie was en-
joyable for most. The Catching Fire movie actually seemed a bit better than the 
Hunger Games movie due to the fact that there were more details and action, 
and a bigger budget. This movie deserves a real thumbs up (you could even 
give it two).  I wouldn’t say the book was better than the movie or the movie 
was better than the book because they were both really great. I would highly 
recommend that anyone and everyone read the book and immediately watch 
the movie right after because the movie and the book were basically the same.

Catching Fire: Book vs. Movie
SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

Teenagers need as much 
sleep as toddlers. According 
to sleep guidelines from the 
National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute, it is recom-
mended that toddlers get 11 
to 12 hours of sleep in a day, 
and teenagers get 9 to 10. 
There is a trend in the sta-
tistics of sleep requirements 
that, as we grow older, we 
generally need less hours 
of sleep to function. This is 
due to the fact that growth 
hormones are released when 
we snooze, which we need 
less as we age. In addition, 
we do our most critical 
brain and physical develop-
ment during our youth.

Unfortunately, teens are 
biologically wired to be 
tired during the day and 
active during the night. 
Puberty affects our circa-
dian rhythm, the natural 
clock found within us, and 
we can no longer drift off to 
sleep at childhood bedtimes. 

Our drowsiness is delayed 
to later in the night, which 
is not ideal for teens who 
have towake up early to get 
to school on time. Coupled 
with the struggle to feel 
sleepy at an earlier time, 
some teens have trouble 
sleeping even when they are 
lying in bed. People who 
can fall asleep right away 
are lucky because sleep dis-
order is a chronic problem 
for Americans; teenagers 
are no exception. Insomnia 
proliferates in a stressful 
environment. We get caught 
into the vicious cycle of not 
getting enough sleep and 
turning to caffeine, which 
only aggravates insomnia 
into artificial energy that 
prevents us from going to 
sleep again. The responsi-
bilities of a teenager, like 
homework, studying, chores, 
and socializing build up, 
and they are usually priori-
tized over sleep. Procrasti-
nation is a friend in the day 
and a foe by night.

Not feeling 
well-rested 
devastates our 
performance in 
school. Feeling 
tired can leave 
us in a zombie-
like stupor. 
Lessons that 
aren’t fully 
comprehended 
go to waste and 
drag a student 
behind. Pre-
schools and 

kindergartens are ahead of 
high school education when 
it comes to realizing that 
naptime improves active 
performance.

Technically, a modified 
form of naptime already 
exists in our yoga classroom, 
with the popular shavasana 
pose in which the yogini 
rests on the mat in a lay-
ing position. It is typically 
reserved for the last ten 
minutes in class to wind 
down. In the city that never 
sleeps, shavasana is a for-
eign concept to people who 
are constantly rushed and 
on the go. Even though few 
people manage to drift off 
to actual sleep in shavasana, 
its restful effect is still 
greatly appreciated. “I feel 
very relaxed and energized 
after,” said student Sumaiya 
Ali ‘16. Another student, 
Natalia Belchikov ‘16, 
agreed and said, “It’s relief 
in the middle of the day if 
you get to lay down when in 
school you’re always on the 
move.”

What if an actual, proper 
naptime existed in high 
schools? Some people use 
their lunch period to take 
a nap. In the nurse room, 
there is a small bed to lie 
down on and a curtain di-
vider for privacy. However, 
it is hard to sleep during 
lunch because there isn’t 
enough time. “If I have to 
finish homework and then 
print it, the lunch period 

will already be over,” Ma-
haut Brooks ‘16 said. There 
is no freedom to nap in the 
school’s advisory period 
either, because it is already 
devoted to the importance of 
reading and personal proj-
ects. Naptime only seems 
like a possibility if a free 
period was integrated into 
our schedule. When asked 
about the idea, Natalia 
Belchikov ‘16 responded, “I 
think it would be awesome 
if we could nap. A power 
nap really revitalizes, and a 
half hour to an hour would 
be all we need. I would 
be willing to be let out of 
school a little later if our 
naptime was in the middle 
of our schedule.”

A power nap is just what 
some people need, espe-
cially when there are many 
students who get an average 
of four to five hours of sleep 
a night. One can argue that 
students can take a nap on 
their own time at home. 
But, that may be an impos-
sible feat, even for a student 
with great time management 
skills. “Sometimes I’m up 
until one o’clock doing my 
homework,” said Mahaut 
Brooks ‘16. “I can take a nap 
when I get home, but then 
that means I don’t start my 
homework until five, and 
the homework builds up.” 
In the end, getting a good 
night’s sleep is the most 
important thing.

A Free Period for Nap Time?
VIVIAN YAN ‘16
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Queens test prep centers, 
Kweller Test Prep and Ivy 
Prep, have recently offered 
programs to help students 
get accepted into BSGE.

This is the test prep centers’ 
way of responding to the 
many cries for help from 
students and parents that 
seek aid in getting their 
child into BSGE, a school 
that is rising in popularity 
while decreasing in accep-
tance rates.

New York City has always 
been famous for its ex-
tremely vigorous competi-
tion for admission into high 
schools, middle schools, 
specialized summer 
camps, and even elemen-
tary schools. Among these 
popular schools Stuyvesant, 
Bronx Science, Brooklyn 
Tech and Hunter have 
always made the list for 
low acceptance rates and 
large applicant pools. But 
now our very own ten-year 
old school has been added 
to this list of schools with 
competitive admittance.

With a decreasing accep-
tance rate, an increasing 
number of students and 
parents are looking for help 
to get into BSGE. Queens 
test prep centers are also 
catching onto this cry for 
help and creating classes 
just for BSGE admission 
prep.

“Baccalaureate” is added 
to lists of schools test prep 
center Ivy Prep in Forest 
Hills offers programs for. 
“Baccalaureate” is added 
to lists of schools test prep 
center Ivy Prep in Forest 
Hills offers programs for.
Kweller Test Prep, which 
many BSGE students at-
tending there for SAT prep. 
rated BSGE as the #1 high 
school and middle school 
in Queens. Frances Kweller, 
the main director of the 
program, spoke about the 
reason behind adding a 
prep course just for accep-
tance into BSGE.

“There are not enough ex-
cellent middle schools out 
there. Parents come to me 
all the time asking ‘Where 
should I send my perfect 
well performing child?’ My 
only wholehearted option 
to them is Baccalaureate 
and Hunter.”

According to Kweller, the 
courses offered to help 
students get accepted into 

Baccalaureate include 
building critical reading 
skills, advancing students 
in Mathematics and help-
ing them grow a larger 
vocabulary. The courses 
offered there usually have a 
small group setting of 6-8 
students.

These courses include a 
winter crash course from 
December 23rd to 27th 
(excluding Christmas 
Day) from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. that costs $499. The 
other course they offer is 
104 hours spread out in 
thirteen weeks that costs 
$3,499.

Kweller Prep not only offers 
courses but also a video 
interview with two current 
Baccalaureate students that 
is on their website. The two 
students are Joshua Vaiman 
15’ and Kevin Likhtshteyn 
14’. In the video, the 
students explain what the 
International Baccalaureate 
Program is and the many 
advantages and disadvan-
tages of attending BSGE for 
high school. According to 
Kweller, both students are 
multilingual and help teach 
classes at Kweller Prep, big 
reasons behind why they 
were chosen to inform 
parents and students about 
BSGE.

As for Ivy Prep, their 
method of test prep is 
slightly different. They offer 
individual classes usually 
$90-100 an hour. Students 
pinpoint their area of 
weakness (Math, Writing 
or Reading), and spend 
an hour with a teacher 
focusing on that subject. 
However, according to of-
fice manager, Lisa, Bacca-
laureate is usually a second 
choice for students.

“At Ivy Prep, the main 
program 6th graders take 
is the Hunter Middle/High 
School prep class. Hunter 
is considered one of the 
hardest middle schools 
to get accepted into, so 
usually when 
students are 
rejected from 
Hunter, they ap-
ply to Baccalau-
reate instead.”

These programs 
are especially 
dubious due 
to the fact that 
BSGE has never 
released any 
information or 
admissions ex-

ams. All of these programs 
are without the consent 
and endorsement of BSGE.

Many students, espe-
cially upperclassmen, are 
shocked to hear that there 
is a test prep class for BSGE.

Katie Donohue ‘15 said, 
“I think it’s crazy that 
they have classes to get 
into BSGE. But at the same 
time I think it really shows 
how much our school has 
advanced, despite being 
so young and new.” When 
asked whether she sees 
BSGE becoming another 
extremely competitive high 
school in New York, Dono-
hue said, “I think because 
our school population is 
so small and our build-
ing literally does not allow 
us to bring in thousands 
of students, we will not 
become like that.”

But other BSGE family 
members feel differently. 
Ms. Matani, the current 
10th grade Global His-
tory teacher and one of 
the admission test makers 
for BSGE, does not favor 
these new test prep courses 
popping up and finds them 
ineffective. “The expec-
tations [for admissions] 
change periodically so 
those classes offered are not 
very useful.”

The increasing appear-
ance of test prep centers 
specialized for BSGE admis-
sion raises many questions 
about the future of our 
school.  Will BSGE admis-
sions start emphasizing 
grades and numbers more 
so than personality and 
character? Will class sizes 
grow larger making teach-
er-student relationships 
more distant? Will the 
“close-knit family atmo-
sphere” that is such a large 
part of BSGE’s philosophy 
go extinct? Will BSGE be 
the next Stuyvesant?

Local Test Prep 
Companies Offer 
Prep Courses for 
BSGE Admission
LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Photo credit: Lydia Stetson ‘15

It has been in the rulebook so long that it has become one of the most typical bans in 
classrooms. No chewing gum, no cheating on tests, no cell phones. Teachers hate the 
sudden sound of a phone ringing in class, or the downward gaze of a student texting 
under the table. But it might be time to reconsider this ban as technology has changed 
a lot in the past several years.

Ten years ago, the cell phone was only used for a few things - texting, calling, and 
maybe playing a very pixelated game of Snake. It was clunky, it usually flipped open, 
and for the most part, we only used it to communicate with other people. When 
schools banned the use of cell phones, it made sense - there was truly no need to have 
students texting their friends in classrooms. But the cell phone has evolved remark-
ably fast, and the school rules have failed to evolve with it. Now, our smartphones 
can access social media, take photos, record video, go on the Internet, and download 
thousands of apps, games and songs. We can essentially find the answer to a question 
in less than a minute. Our phone is our camera, calculator, planner, mailbox, iPod, 
television, everything. Students already use their phones to quickly check their email 
for assignments sent from a teacher, or to monitor their grades on Engrade or Jupiter 
Grades.

So does it really make sense to ban cell phones so strictly? If  most students bring a 
smartphone to school everyday, why not utilize it in the classroom? It’s getting more 
and more common for a teacher to let a student take out his or her phone and look up 
a word on dictionary.com, or take a photo of the homework assignment posted on the 
board. If  we open up the possibility of limited cell phone use in class, there’s a world 
of things we can use our phones for that would make our lives easier. Dictionaries 
would become obsolete, as would timers in science class or at parent teacher confer-
ences. Drawing diagrams of things in biology class would no longer be necessary with 
a camera, and we could use pictures on our phones to work from in art. If  we all 
download a graphing calculator app, we could spare ourselves hundreds of dollars 
and the heartache of losing our precious calculators. There’s even a possibility that 
phones could be used as research tools, to look up the answers to minor clarifying 
questions.

But if  we were to implement a new policy like this, what stops students from access-
ing social media and texting their friends while they sit in class? The idea that stu-
dents would use cell phones for educational and productive purposes hinges on the 
trust between students and teachers. I believe that the potential benefits outweigh the 
disadvantages. In the instances when using apps on our smartphones would lessen the 
weight of our bags or make an activity much faster, it seems like a waste not to use 
them.

Is it Time to Change the 
Rules on Cell Phone Usage?

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Socrates Sculpture Park 
Offers New Art Program

ARIEL TAUB’ 14
Recently, Socrates Sculp-
ture Park received a large 
grant, around $300,000 
thousand from Shelley and 
Donald Rubin. The Rubin’s 
generous donations to art 
organizations in Queens 
is atypical as they are less 
likely to come into direct 
contact with affluent social 
circles as is the usual cus-
tom with donations of this 
type in Manhattan. Crain’s 
New York Business quotes 
Ms. Rubin as having said, 
“’Socrates is an expansion 
of the community. It brings 
art to people and people to 
art.’”

The funds will be spread 
out by the park over three 
years. The park wants to al-
locate part of the funds to-
wards developing sculpture 
projects and towards build-
ing an enclosed structure 
for art education in colder 

months. Shaun Leonardo, 
an administrator at the 
park has had a relationship 
with BSGE’s Peter Wilson 
for a long time.  “We are a 
neighborhood school and 
Leonardo came to us to see 
if  we’re interested in this 
as an after school sculp-
ture making program,” 
shared Ms. Schwarz. BSGE 
students have worked with 
internship programs at the 
park, for years BSGE took 
initiative and helped out on 
Earth Day.

The program is 4 weeks 
long and will meet twice 
a week, starting April 15. 
A teaching artist will head 
the program while stu-
dents will be planning and 
creating collaborative, large 
scale, sculpture in small 
groups. The culmination 
will be in an exhibit with a 
reception. “The materials 

are things we don’t usually 
use because we are limited 
for space, its free, I’m really 
excited about it,” shared 
Ms. Schwarz.

Originally, it was thought 
that seniors, with the IB art 
show and IB art submission 
completed, would take up 
the opportunity. However, 
“we were informed that 
there is a lot required of 
seniors outside of the art 
discipline that we weren’t 
aware of,” Ms. Schwarz. 
The opportunity was “then 
opened up to all high 
school students.” People 
participating would be able 
to earn either Community 
Service or CAS require-
ments. Living in New York, 
there are so many art 
opportunities. If  you are 
interested, there is probably 
an opening for you.
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Reinventing 
School Lunch
Eating lunch food from the cafeteria does not have to be limited to how they are served 
on your tray. Here are some fun ways to spice up your school lunch!

Mash up Sun Chips with your fist or a heavy binder until you can feel little crumbs. Put 
the crumbs between your sandwich for a nice and satisfying crunch.

Squirt a lot of salad dressing into a section on your tray as a dip for carrots and cucum-
bers.

Make a “Chip Butty Sandwich,” a type of British sandwich, by taking a pre-wrapped 
sandwich and removing the contents. Put fries in between and add ketchup.

Make a milkshake by taking a milk carton, and then shaking it vigorously until foamy.

Make apple juice by taking a very soft apple that is past its prime. Make sure it has 
bruised spots. Take a plastic cup, and squeeze the apple until it turns into mush and 
apple juice starts to drizzle out. The mush can be eaten as apple sauce.

Alternatively, you can cut an orange in half and squeeze the juice into a plastic cup. 
Please take out the seeds, if  any fall out, before drinking.

Remember that hummus is made of chickpeas. Eat the chickpeas really quickly with the 
carrots, mashing them in your mouth until it forms a chunky sauce, so it almost tastes 
like a carrot dipped in hummus.

You can even have a little dessert side to your lunch by taking sweet plantains and rice. 
Put plantains on top of rice and pour a little bit of milk to make a sort of mango sticky 
rice dessert.

Since our school serves pizza almost every day, here are some suggestions for pizza 
variations.

Make a pizza margherita by garnishing a pizza slice with a spinach leaf and tomato 
slices. Then, sprinkle powdered parmesan cheese, or you can cut open a mozzarella 
stick and take out its cheese to use on your pizza.

Note: if  you skip the tomato and the spinach from the above recipe, you will have an 
extra-cheesy pizza rather than a pizza margherita.

Make Hawaiian pizza by taking a fruit cup of pineapple chunks and a ham sandwich. 
Take the ham out of the sandwich and shred it to bits to put on your pizza. Then, take 
a napkin to soak the water off your pineapple chunks before scattering them on your 
pizza. You want to dry off the pineapple chunks because you don’t want a soggy pizza.

Cut your pizza in half and put salad in between before sandwiching the two halves 
together. Tada, a healthier pizza-sandwich. It’s healthier because it has vegetables.

Use your imagination and you won’t ever be bored with the same old school lunch 
again!

Over a hundred people sur-
rounded Representative Joe 
Crowley’s office in Jackson 
Heights on the cold morn-
ing of Friday, January 31st. 
Despite the cruel weather, 
activists and people from all 
over New York came to par-
ticipate in a rally that would 
highlight the many dangers 
of the Trans Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP).

TPP is an international trade 
proposal that is being de-
bated in Congress as of this 
moment. President Barack 
Obama as well as Congress is 
trying to “fast track,” or sim-
ply push through as quickly 
as possible, a trade deal that 
would cause much harm to 
Americans in a variety of 
ways.

Seth Gladstone, one of the 
organizers of the rally, spoke 
about the many cons of TPP 
and how it will not only 
affect the U.S. but also the 
world.

“For one it would ship 
American jobs overseas and 
lower wages for both work-
ers here and abroad. TPP 
would also cause problems 
for state and environmental 
organizations that commu-
nities throughout the United 
States fight extremely hard to 
keep in place to protect clean 
water, clean air and environ-
mental standards” he said. 
Gladstone added to this sur-
mounting list, saying, “These 
international trade deals 
would chip away atthese 
environmental standards, so 
that’s a real problem. This is 
something that would really 
spell disaster for American 
consumers.”

Corrine Rosen, an orga-
nizer with Food & Watch, a 
consumer protection group, 
delved into these issues even 
further.

“The Trans Pacific Partner-
ship could spell disaster for 
communities large and small 
that are seeking to protect 
themselves from all sorts of 
public health and environ-
mental dangers – dangers 
like fracking for example,” 
said Corinne Rosen, a orga-
nizer with Food & Watch, a 
consumer protection group. 
“These monstrous trade 
deals, negotiated secretly in 
the halls of Washington, are 
boons for multinational cor-
porations that seek to profit 
at the expense of American 
jobs and American health 
and safety standards.”

A variety of other activism 
groups were present includ-
ing Occupy Wall Street Spe-
cial Projects Affinity Group, 
Expose the TPP New York, 
Veterans for Peace Chapter 
34, NYC Raging Grannies 
and many more.

At the rally, many activ-
ism groups presented their 
reasons for opposition of 
TPP through speeches, signs, 
dance and even song: a 
method the Raging Grannies 
excelled in.

The group consisting of 
fierce elderly women sang 

cheerful nursery rhyme-like 
songs with tunes of the well 
known “Old McDonald” 
and “Bye Bye Blackbird”. 
The lighthearted songs 
were catchy, humorous and 
informational all at the same 
time.

Lyrics of these songs in-
cluded “600 corporations 
and 11 countries, Can knock 
the whole planet to its knees! 
Trans Pacific Partnership, TP 
Ohhhh Nooooo!” that caused 
even bypassing pedestrians 
stopped and joined in for a 
bit.

After the songs, passionate 
speeches were given out by 
many participants including 
Malu Huachuja del Toro, a 
Mexican author and activist 
in the movement against the 
first free trade agreement in 
Latin America.

Adam Weismann, another 
organizer of the event, was 
extremely happy with the 
results of the rally. “This is 
an enormous crowd, espe-
cially for this part of the city. 
I think it really shows just 
how motivated the people 
are about the issue. I think 
it’s really great.”

Queens Speaks Out 
Against TPP At Rally
LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Sam Ulano, a man well-
known to BSGE music 
students, passed away on 
January 2nd. He was a 
drummer and wrote his 
own music books used fre-
quently by BSGE’s band and 
music classes. The band 
has frequently performed 
for Mr. Ulano in the past. 
He worked with a few of 
our students to help them 
with their music skills and 
teach them how to play and 
read sheet music properly. 
Furthermore, Sam Ulano 
donated instruments to our 
school and, according to 
music teacher Mrs. Nikko-
los, “Not a single instru-
ment in our school was 
purchased without the help 
of Mr. Ulano.” Mr. Ulano 
was a great supporter of 
the school’s music course 
and after-school band.

Sam Ulano studied music at 
James Monroe High School, 
starting with the drums. 
His drumming skills were 
greatly recognized and he 
received medals for his 
work. Music was a way 
for Mr.Ulano to improve 
his schoolwork and better 
interact with other people. 
Music was a passion of 
his and he began teaching 
music when he was just a 
teenager. At the age of 17, 
he opened his first studio 
in the Bronx. He enjoyed 
showing people how to play 
instruments and watching 
them learn to love music as 
much as he did.

His music has received 
great appreciation from 
others. Ulano has per-
formed at the Borsch Belt 
summer resorts in the 
Catskills and on Broadway, 

as well as in weddings and 
studio sessions. Sam Ulano 
knew how to play various 
genres of music includ-
ing classical, jazz, swing, 
Dixieland, and Latin.

Mrs. Nikkolos was a stu-
dent of Mr. Ulano herself 
and is very saddened by 
his passing. She plans on 
creating a small memorial 
for him on the fourth floor, 
as well as hosting her own 
music lessons with fellow 
students of Sam Ulano. 
These music classes will 
be hosted at her house and 
Mr. Ulano’s past students 
will be invited to take part 
in them. Mrs. Nikkolos 
thought of Sam Ulano as 
a fantastic teacher. She is 
extremely thankful for his 
work and his help towards 
our school. Sam Ulano will 
be missed by BSGE.

Saying Goodbye to 
Sam Ulano
CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

BSGE gives an unfortunate farwell to musician Sam Ulano after his passing on 
January 2nd, 2014, at ninety-four years of age. 
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BSGE ‘s New 
Order of Books

JUSTIN HAMLIN 17’

The school library recently 
received a new shipment of 
books, thanks to Ms. Clark-
son-Farrell. She has spent a 
lot of time devoted to trying 
to make the library better, 
and as a result, there are 
now more than 75 books 
that weren’t there to take 
out before. They come from 
many genres, everywhere 
from adventure books to 
art books. Some notable 
books that the library got 
are Black Potatoes, Humans 
of New York, and many 
books in the Ender’s Game 
series.

Black Potatoes is a book 
about the Great Potato 
Famine in Ireland. It tells of 
how desperate people gath-
ered food during that time 
period. For instance, some 
people would purposely 
commit crimes so that they 
could go to jail, where they 
would be guaranteed free 
meals every day. It de-
scribes how people would 
walk for miles in order to 
get to their job or a soup 
kitchen where they could 
receive food. Black Potatoes 

should be interesting for 
anyone who enjoys non-
fiction.

Humans of New York is a 
book based on the famous 
blog of the same name. 
That blog, started by pho-
tographer Brandon Stanton 
in Summer of 2010, is 
made up of photographs of 
New Yorkers with captions 
that either quote them or 
tell their stories. The book 
Humans of New York is a 
collection of the highlights 
from the blog. When a 
large selection of students 
were asked which book 
they would like to read the 
most out of the books in 
the shipment, Humans of 
New York was by far the 
most popular choice.

After the movie released 
in November of 2013, 
the book Ender’s Game 
increased in popularity. 
However, very few people 
know that Ender’s Game 
is part of a much larger 
series. There is a compan-
ion set of books, called 
the Ender’s Shadow series, 

which focuses on Ender’s 
friend Bean. There is also 
a direct sequel, Ender in 
Exile, which ties into the 
Ender’s Shadow series as 
well. There are three more 
books that take place in the 
same universe, but happen 
3,000 years after Ender’s 
Game, called Speaker for 
the Dead, Xenocide, and 
Children of the Mind. 
However, most of those 
books are very different 
from Ender’s Game. While 
Ender’s Game is an action-
packed book, the others are 
much slower-paced. They 
tend to focus more on poli-
tics or philosophy. Those 
books are not for all fans 
of Ender’s Game, but some 
may like them.

The BSGE  library re-
ceived a mass amount of 
new books that are sure 
to appeal to various types 
of students. It is encour-
aged for students to speak 
with friendly librarian and 
teacher, Ms. Clarkson-Fer-
rel, to find a new possible 
Advisory reading book for 
you.

French Club Returns 
With 2nd Annual 
Mardi Gras Party

Photo Credit: Simona Matovic 17’

BSGE’s French Club hosted a Mardi Gras party on Friday, March 7 and it was a huge 
success. The party, the second ever thrown by the French Club, made over $800 with 
more than 140 students in attendance. Students danced to mostly techno and hip 
hop music played by dj duo Deuce. The French Club gave out free T-shirts, beaded 
necklaces, and purple, green and gold glow sticks: traditional Mardi Gras colors. Café 
Triskell, a local French café donated a King Cake, or Gallette des Rois, a traditional 
Mardi Gras cake, for the party  Chef Phillipe Fallait, who is the owner of this res-
taurant and also a BSGE parent, was glad to “share with my son’s school for a good 
cause.”

The French Club members, who planned and organized the event, wore traditional 
Mardi Gras eye masks to the party. “The music was good,” said French club mem-
bers Simona Matovic 17’ & Vanessa Pilatova 17’. “It kind of makes you want to do it 
again.” Mr Rajiv, BSGE’s French teacher and advisor to the French club said, “Every-
one was amazing. They all helped out and cleaned up after the party.”

PTA and Student 
Groups Fundraise 
at Spring Parent 
Teacher 
Conferences

LYDIA STETSON’ 15
At the Spring Parent Teacher Conferences that occurred Thursday, March 27th 
and Friday, March 28th, BSGE took advantage of the mass amount of parents 
coming in and decided to make some money. The Lady Sting Softball team, PTA 
and Junior Council were all selling items for parents and students to purchase in 
support of the school.

Lady Sting Softball team held a bake sale on both days with baked goods like 
cupcakes, cookies, brownies and more. These sweet treats kept parents, students 
and teachers awake through the large list of meetings for three hours. Younger 
siblings of students who were dragged to the conferences were also in favor of 
these treats. In the end, the softball team made around $200, according to Lady 
Sting player Rena Kitagawa’ 17. 

The PTA, led by parent coordinator Margaret Pasach, held three different raffle 
competitions. Each raffle pack had a monetary value of over $100 and included 
school supplies like planners, journals, notebook, pens and more. BSGE students 
from a variety of grades volunteered for Community & Service hours to help sell 
these raffle tickets. 

As for Junior Council, the student organization made up of BSGE Juniors, was 
selling candy pieces that came with raffle tickets. These raffle tickets could go to 
any of the three raffle prizes. Parents would write down their child’s name and 
grade on the back of the ticket, and enter to win one of the many prizes. Each 
raffle ticket was $1 and $5 for six tickets. Surprisingly, parents were not the only 
ones entering the raffle. Students, teachers and other BSGE staff members entered 
the raffle competition. 

The first raffle basket, “The Scholar” came with a 4 week digital subscription to 
the New York Times, an SAT Grammar Workbook and the novel “Paper Town” by 
popular author John Green. Tristan McKenzie’ 17 from the 9th grader won this 
raffle basket. 

The second raffle basket, “The Fun Guy”, included the 2014 Guinness World 
Book of Records, two AMC Movie Theater Tickets and 2 foam footballs. This prize 
went to Junior Derek Chu’ 15 who actually had no knowledge of his mother 
entering the raffle. 

The last raffle basket was the most popular one, for it had the most appealing 
prizes. The “Grand Prize” included a Tempur-Pedic Cooling Pillow, a Godiva 
Chocolate set and two Regal Cinemas movie tickets. Seventh grader Jade was the 
lucky winner. 

Juniors also sold small cups of coffee for 50 cents to parents on Thursday night. 
The combination of the coffee and candy/raffle sales, Junior Council made 
around $250 for the two nights. 

Junior Council member Mariam Nersisyan’ 15 commented on the amount made 
with slight disappointment but remaining optimism. 

“$250 can seem like a small amount for two nights, but if  you think about how 
it affects our grade in the end, it was a great accomplishment.” She continued, 
“Every penny counts when raising money for things like prom, graduation, etc. 
It’s important to look at the bright side of things.”

This was the second fundraising event Junior Council had done that week, with 
an all-day bake sale raising around $400 hosted on Wednesday. 

Overall, sales were slower at the Spring Parent Teacher Conferences due to the 
decrease in attendance. Usually parents flock to the Fall Parent Teacher Confer-
ences to meet all the teachers and get a feel for what the classes are like. After 
the first meeting, most parents do not find a reason to come back for the Spring 
conferences, thus affecting sales of student organizations trying to fundraise. 

For student organizations wanting to raise money in the future, nab the parents’ 
wallets at the Autumn Confeences rather than Spring!  

Moshan Guo ‘17



SHSAT Results: Staying 
Versus Leaving BSGE

MICHAEL XU’ 18

8th graders throughout 
New York City took the 
SHSAT in late January.  On 
March 10th, 2014 the 
results came out. These 
exam scores determine 
where 8th graders will 
attend high school. A good 
score on the SHSAT would 
guarantee a spot at some 
of the city’s leading high 
schools, like Stuyvesant 
High School and Bronx Sci-
ence High School. Although 
many people prepared for 
the test, many 8th grade 
students were upset after 
receiving unsatisfying 
scores. However, those who 
have chosen to stay in BSGE 
have very valid reasons for 
staying here. 

Many have cited the 
school’s convenient and 
safe location; the com-
mute to Bronx Science and 
Stuyvesant would be over 
an hour for many people. 
The IB Diploma has also 
been a strong incentive. 
In addition, students in 
BSGE know each other, and 
teachers know the students 
well also. Romir Karnik ‘18 
said, “I got an offer from 

Bronx Science, but I’m 
probably not going because 
of the overly competitive 
environment there. Also, 
there is a very long com-
mute and a lack of indi-
vidual attention. Plus BSGE 
has the IB Diploma.” Also, 
Emma Keegan ‘18 said, “I 
got into Brooklyn Tech but 
I’m not going because I’m 
not interested in technol-
ogy and it’s in a pretty bad 
neighborhood.”

Although many students 
chose to stay in BSGE, 
many others have chosen to 
leave too. They say that the 
small size of BSGE is limit-
ing. For instance, we have a 
‘cafegymatorium’ and nar-
row hallways. AP courses 
are also very important for 
students that are leaving. 
Others have commented on 
how students that attend 
Specialized High Schools 
tend to get into better 
colleges. It is often noted 
that colleges are look-
ing for “big-name” high 
schools, such as Stuyvesant 
and Bronx Science. Even 
though BSGE is a good 
school, it’s still not as well 

known as as sizable as the 
Specialized High Schools. 

Those schools also have 
more clubs. Vivien Lee 
‘18 said “Stuyvesant even 
has a K-Pop club.” Saiba 
Haque ‘18 provided a 
thorough analysis and 
said “People want to go to 
schools that have a better 
built reputation for get-
ting students into good Ivy 
League colleges though this 
year’s BSGE seniors were 
admitted Brown, Colum-
bia, Cornell, and Stanford 
among other selected 
programs and universities. 
Also BSGE’s small size is 
constraining; for instance, 
which school has a ‘cafegy-
matorium’?” Others want 
to go to other schools, such 
as LaGuardia High School. 
Sonja Smeland 18’ com-
mented “I want to go to 
LaGuardia to pursue my 
talents.” 

(Full disclosure: Author 
Michael Xu has accepted 
an offer to attend Stuyves-
ant HS. The Bacc Rag staff 
wishes him the best of luck)

BSGE’s Chess 
Club Seeks New
Members

MOSHAN GOU’ 17

BSGE has a new Chess club that meets 
in the Conference room every day after 
school. The club plans on training a strong 
team to represent BSGE in chess tourna-
ments, with presidents Nicholas Jung, 17’, 
and Ryan Zhuo, 17’. “If  you’re interested 
in chess, we’ll teach you how to play,” says 
Jonathan Kim, 17’, an official member of 
the club. All new members from any grade 
are welcome.

BSGE’s 1st 
Rubik’s Cube 
Competition 

CAMILLA KHAN’ `18

Elijah K. ’18 won the BSGE’s very first Rubik’s cube 
competition on March 11th. Mr. Lakhaney supervised 
the tournament and provided the contestants with 
the Rubiks cubes and snacks. Students from all grades 
were given the chance to participate, but mainly 7th 
and 8th graders competed. There were two rounds of 
the competition and everyone that came was allowed 
to solve the cube three times for the first round. The 
average of their best two times was recorded. The top 
three averages were given the chance to proceed to the 
final round. Students attempted to beat each other to the 
fastest time for solving the multi-colored cube. In the 
end, there three final contestants that each solved the 
cube a total of five times in the last round. Their times 
were recorded and averaged out to find the final winner. 
Elijah Karshner took first place, Jensen Li second, and 
Ethan Yung took third. Elijah’s winning average time 
was 30.92 seconds, Jensen’s 31.96, and Ethan’s 42.87. 
The fastest individual time in the entire competition was 
Elijah’s 26.51 seconds, an impressive time. Mr. Lakhaney 
participated in the competition as well, and achieved an 
average time  of 1:36:52. “I had the tenth best time,” he 
said when asked about it.

The event seemed to be a success, with students closely 
watching the ten participants’ every move. Twenty-five 
to thirty students came to watch. Sarah C. ’18, a specta-
tor who also helped organize the competition, stated 
that, “it was incredible to see so many people come to 
the competition. People were so excited and cheering for 
the competitors.” It lasted for about an hour and a half 
starting from after eighth period. This was the first time 
that this type of event was held and due to its success 
hopefully not the last. 

Visit TheBaccRag.com for pictures and the full results. 

Junior Council 
Hosts Successful 
#ibBRICK Party

BACC RAG STAFF

Junior Council, the fundraising student group for the class of 2015, hosted its very first party on Friday, 
February 7th. The party was titled #ibBRICK, the word “brick” meaning “cold” in pop culture slang. The 
word first originated in the 80s and is still used today.

The party went from 6 to 10 in the evening and was held in the BSGE Cafegymatorium. Over 120 stu-
dents attended the party, coming from BSGE and a variety of other New York City schools.

DJ Sanity, the brother of alumni Christopher (Kritty) Kesoglides who graduated in 2011, provided music 
for the dance. These songs varied from EDM to Top 40 pop music, to Latin music to dubstep remixes of 
“What Does the Fox Say?” to 90s hits like The Killers and Sum 41. Overall DJ Sanity and Kritty as MC 
were the hits of the party.

Brue Okai, a 7th grader who attended the party commented, “It was a lot of fun! There was a lot of ac-
tivity. There definitely wasn’t a point in time where you didn’t have anything to do”. He added, describing 
his crowd surfing at the party, “The many number of times I was thrown into the ceiling was great.”

Ms. Hunter, one of the supervisors for the party, said “It was a very nice lively party. It seemed as if  ev-
eryone was having a lot of fun.”

The party was for the purpose of raising money for Senior Dues that the rising Seniors need to pay by 
December and March of next year. These Senior Dues includes the costs of graduation fees, yearbooks, 
senior sweaters and more.

“I thought the party went really well” says Joleyne Herrera, a representative of Junior Council. She 
continued, “We raised around $1,000 so it was very successful for not only Junior Council but the entire 
class of 2015. Everyone seemed to like it, and Junior Council is definitely looking forward to hosting 
more parties.
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BSGE’s Battle of the 
Social Networks 

SAMANTHA VINOYA’ 18

Being a student at BSGE 
means a busy schedule 
and no social life on school 
days. Each day often con-
sists of waking up early 
to finish homework from 
the previous night, going 
to school, and staying up 
late to make an attempt at 
completing the homework 
due the next day. Students 
follow this routine from 
Monday to Friday and 
might even spill into the 
weekend. After all that 
work, students do need 
to relax, and they do this 
through social networking.

Facebook is the most popu-
lar social network that cur-
rently exists in the world. 
Approximately, there are 
1,310,000,000 active us-
ers on Facebook. Facebook 
is an easy way to interact 
with family members, 
and for the students, their 
friends. A Facebook user 
can post basically anything 
including what he or she 
is doing at any moment to 
pictures of where the user 
is or what the person is eat-
ing. The Facebook mobile 
app makes the website 
portable for quick and easy 
posts.

Karen Yeung ’18 said she 
likes Facebook more than 
other social networks 
because “you can actually 
talk to people rather than 
just comment and post 
stuff”. The only disad-
vantage to using Facebook 
was a recent hacking issue 
in which Facebook users’ 
personal information was 
passed on to hackers. If  
you are a person of many 
words and pictures, then 
Facebook is the best social 
network for you. If  you 
don’t really like posting 
things for your friends to 
see but you do like posting 
things about trending top-
ics, Twitter may be the best 
social network for you.

Twitter is another com-
mon social network among 
the 8th, 10th and 12th 
graders. Twitter is used to 
post “tweets” — a word, 
short phrase, or statement 
— about what the user 
is thinking. The hashtag 
(#) is the most commonly 
used and known symbol on 
Twitter. It is used to group 
your tweet with other 
tweets that are talking 
about the same or a similar 
topic. The @ sign is used 
to tag other Twitter users 
in tweets. When you tag 
someone, the person is no-
tified that they were men-
tioned in a tweet. On Twit-
ter, you can also retweet, 
favorite, and comment on 
other tweets. Twitter also 
has an app to make posting 
tweets a lot easier.

Ashlee Chin ’18 thinks 
of Twitter as “just an-
other social networking site 
where you can just follow 
your friends and post status 
about your life”. Twit-
ter can be a bit annoying 
to some because of the 
character limit, not being 
able to post videos, and 
only single-picture posts. 
Twitter has a 140-charac-
ter limit to each tweet, so if  
you are a person of many 
words, Twitter may not be 
the best social network for 
you. Another disadvantage 
is that Twitter still does not 
allow users to directly post 
videos in tweets. You may 
post vines (six second vid-
eos recorded using an app 
called “Vine”) directly into 
tweets, but of course, vines 
are a lot shorter than your 
average video.

To post a video, you must 
post the actual link to the 
video for others to be redi-
rected to. The same is true 
for Instagram and Facebook 
posts. They cannot be put 
directly into a tweet, so you 
must copy and paste the 
post’s link into the tweet. 

The last major disadvantage 
of using Twitter is being 
allowed to post only one 
picture per tweet. Multiple 
pictures aren’t allowed, so 
if  you have a lot of pictures 
to post you would have to 
post multiple tweets with 
one picture in each of 
them. If  you are one to take 
and post many pictures, 
Instagram may be the best 
social network for you.

Instagram is a social net-
work that allows users to 
post pictures with filters 
and borders. One main ad-
vantage of using Instagram 
is being allowed to post any 
picture with any caption. 
On social networks such 
as Facebook and Twitter, 
it is easy to find the most 
random and idiotic posts. 
Some people may find these 
posts hilarious while others 
may just find it plain an-
noying. On Instagram, you 
could just enjoy looking at 
other users’ pictures. Arpita 
Nag ’18 finds Instagram 
unnecessary because “you 
could just use Photoshop”. 
Of course, there are going 
to be those people who 
post selfies or pictures with 
irrelevant captions 24/7, 
but those are the risks that 
come with making an Ins-
tagram account.

So which one is the “best” 
social network? Even if  
Facebook is the most popu-
lar out of the three, the 
“best” social network is up 
to the user. Each person has 
their own likes and may 
not like a social network 
over the other for their own 
reasons. So, in its own way, 
each social network is the 
“best” for someone.

Report Cards: 
Not Always A 
Nightmare? 

LUKE MAXWELL’ `18

Once a semester, students receive report cards. For some, these report cards affect 
them greatly, but for others like Chris S ‘14 and Eli K ‘18, they don’t seem to think that 
they will change much of anything. Although grades are important to them when they 
perform especially well or not so well, they believe that these grades simply reflect the 
work students have done thus far. To these students, receiving finalized grades does 
not inspire them to get rid of bad habits or change much of anything. For Anohka V 
‘19, this first report card was very important. She exclaims, “Im really nervous be-
cause its my first semester here.” Other seventh graders share her feelings because its 
their first chance to a make a good impression.

Another factor that affect the feelings of seventh graders are the reactions of parents. 
Many students strive to get good grades in school in order to please their parents, 
which is why getting report cards is a very nervous time of year for them. For Eli K 
‘18, his parents set high standards for him. He explains, “They just want me to get 
above a five. They want 6s and 7s. Whatever i get, they just want me to do better.” But 
overall they agree that report cards are fair, accurate reflections of their work and also 
clearly display what classes they need to improved in.

There are also certain aspects about the report cards that students would wish to 
improve if  they had the chance. Eli K ‘18 suggested that each class provide students 
with their grade breakdown, he believed that student would be able to understand the 
reason for their grades better and how they could improve. Chris S ‘14, thought that a 
helpful addition to the report cards would be the students GPA score. Finally, Anohka 
V ‘19, thought that the grade system from 1-7 is not very good and that grades should 
be shown in percentages instead.

Opinion Piece: 
Statewide Exams

AUSRA PRANEVICIUS’ 18

Ugh! was the exclamation 
that crossed my lips when 
I realized the statewide 
exams were this April. It’s 
a tedious thing. No one 
sane would be willing to 
sit through three days of 
ELA and math examina-
tions and read the most 
boring passages ever writ-
ten or spend ninety min-
utes crunching numbers.

This terrible thing is 
not only a “New York 
thing”. All other forty-
nine states have their 
own form of statewide 
tests for public schools. 
Many of these state tests 
are taken only from third 
to eighth grade. Some 
states like Alaska and 
Kansas have children take 
state tests third through 
twelfth grade. There are 
complaints all over the 
internet about state tests 
being ridiculous. Califor-
nians have accused their 
common core state test as 
overly complex math for 
such young students. New 
York City residents are 
blaming their rise in taxes 
on these states, or as they 

call it, “Cuomo Core Test 
experiment”.

 In New York, most stu-
dents failed these annual 
state exams. Last year only 
31.1 % of kids passed 
English and 31% of kids 
passed Mathematics. Does 
this indicate that most 
new Yorkers are dumb? 
Not necessarily. Scientists 
claim that the state tests 
are poor indicators for in-
telligence. They claim the 
best way to test people’s 
intelligence is by testing 
three things- memory, 
verbal skills, and reason-
ing. The state tests as far 
as I know, are only testing 
memory.

In addition to being a 
pain in the neck for kids 
and an unreasonable way 
for ranking intelligence, 
these exams take away a 
lot from education. My 
sisters, who both attend 
elementary school, devot-
ed an entire month to test 
prep for these state exams. 
Even our school BSGE 
which doesn’t believe in 
state exams as a measure 

of intelligence, lost time 
that would be otherwise 
spent teaching, because 
of these exams. Six classes 
have been missed due to 
the tests. Because of this, 
teachers have to figure 
out how to make their 
students catch up and stay 
on schedule.

In states like Washington, 
New York and California, 
these state exams may 
eventually not count for 
anything. As a student 
asked Ms. Kumar, a BSGE 
English teacher, if  the test 
would go on students re-
cords, Ms. Kumar lowered 
her voice. She answered 
saying, “ Yes, I think you 
may be right that this 
means nothing.” But she 
did further advise, “Don’t 
bubble in your multiple 
choice with all A’s.” But 
the most important thing, 
she believed was to “ just 
be honest with your-
selves.”
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Seniors’ Electric Sting 
Party Gets Cancelled 

BACC RAG STAFF

Senior Council, a student 
organization composed 
of BSGE Seniors with the 
goal of raising money 
towards prom, gradua-
tion and other expenses, 
was planning on hosting 
its second party on Friday, 
April 4th. 

The party was titled 
“Electric Sting” and sold 
tickets as $6 in advance 
and $10 at the door. 
The party was EDM 
Music Festival themed, 
with posters around the 
schools with big letters 
blaring “Are you ready to 
rave?” For the few days 
the posters were up, BSGE 
students seemed intrigued 
by the advertisements and 
generally interested. 

Unfortunately for the 
Senior Council, the party 
was cancelled the day be-
fore due to a multitude of 
reasons. The main reason 
was the issue of having 
supervisors. 

For students who are not 
familiar with BSGE’s rules 
for hosting a party, there 
must always be supervi-
sors (BSGE teachers) at 
the party to keep watch of 
the students and to help 
run things smoothly. But 

not any teacher can be a 
supervisor, there must be 
an “Admin Power” pres-
ent, which are specially 
designated teachers who 
hold this power to watch 
over students at social and 
after school events like 
parties. 

Due to a supervisor 
cancelling last minute, 
Seniors had to scramble 
to come up with a new 
supervisor which was 
a major delay for them. 
Many supervisors were 
already busy. 

This delayed Seniors for 
hanging up posters, print-
ing out tickets, selling 
the tickets, and so forth. 
By the time everything 
was set up, many BSGE 
students were either con-
fused on what the event 
was, or could not attend 
because of its late-notice 
advertisement, which was 
not the Seniors faults. 

Lauren Ouakanine com-
mented on the situation 
with disappointment. 
“It’s really a shame that 
the party wasn’t able to 
work out. It would have 
been nice to decrease the 
price of prom tickets -- 
which is what the ticket 

sales were going to be put 
towards.” The soon to be 
BSGE graduate continued, 
“We were having a really 
hard time finding a date 
in the first place what 
with the upcoming IB ex-
ams and Spring Break.”

Although Seniors college 
acceptances are piling in, 
as students can see from 
the bulletin board in the 
lobby, there is still a lot 
of work for them. With 
IB exams in five subjects 
that each last around two 
days, the IB exams don’t 
officially finish till May 
23rd. 

By that time, prom tickets 
should already have been 
paid for, making April 4th 
the only decent Friday for 
the Seniors to host a party. 

But rumor has it that 
BSGE’s Juniors and 
Seniors plan to combine 
powers for a party in 
May, although it is not 
confirmed. If  this oc-
curs, BSGE students will 
not have to fret about the 
absence of social events 
and parties. 

Lady Sting Softball 
Team Serves Pancakes 
at Flapjack Fundraiser

SAMANTHA CALPO’ `14

Lady Sting softball team hosted BSGE’s first ever “Flapjack Fundraiser” at Applebee’s 
restaurant located on 35th Avenue near Steinway. Students, teachers, staff, family and 
friends were all invited to drop by for a plate of pancakes and fresh hot coffee on 
Saturday morning at 8 a.m. All Lady Sting players were waitresses at the event, creat-
ing a friendly vibe in which “customers” could meet and interact with the players. 
Tickets for the fundraising breakfast were $10 per person, with all proceeds going to 
new equipment and uniforms for the team. The team made well over $1,000.  

Behind BSGE ‘s 
Rubik’s Cube Sensation 

ANNIE CHEN’ 18

In 1974, Erno Rubiks created 
the first Rubiks Cube. Born 
on July 13, 1944 in Hungary, 
Erno became a professor in the 
Academy of Applied Arts and 
Design in Budapest. His pas-
sion for 3-D objects led him to 
envision a three dimensional 
cube that would have mov-
ing pieces on each face. In 
1974, he constructed the first 
wooden Rubiks Cube.

In a twist of irony, the creator 
realized that he couldn’t “fix” 
the cube. He puzzled over 
the cube for many days, but 
could never return the cube 
to its solved state. It took him 
more than a month before his 
first solve. Enthralled by his 
creation, he shared it with 
the students, his town, and 
eventually the world. No one 
could figure it out. In 1975, 
Rubiks established a deal that 
would mass produce his Ru-
biks cubes, and in 1977, they 
began to appear in stores in 
Budapest. It wasn’t until 1980, 
that the first rubiks cubes ap-
peared in the western markets. 
By 1982, over 100 million 
rubiks cubes were sold, mak-
ing it one of the most popular 
toys to date. People world-
wide went wild over this new 
product, and were completely 
awestruck when they realized 
they couldn’t solve the rubiks 
cube.

The rubiks cube has exactly 
43,252,003,274,489,856,000 
different configurations. In 
the mid 1980s, several books 
were published showing 
people how to solve the rubiks 
cube. The first official rubiks 
cube tournament was held in 
Budapest in 1982. People were 
drawn into the world of speed 
solving. Today, the rubiks cube 
is no longer a secret, as people 
have figured out multiple 
methods of solving the cube.

Methods of solving the cube 
can mainly be categorized into 
two main groups, blockbuild-
ing and layer by layer meth-
ods. Blockbuilding methods 
are methods where you simply 
move corresponding pieces 
together into blocks, and you 
continue doing so until you 
solve the cube. Some block-
building methods are Petrus, 
Roux, and Heise method. Layer 
by layer methods are more 
popular alternative. As the 
name suggests, it solves the 
cube layer by layer. The most 
popular method is Fridrich 
Method which has four steps. 
There are some other methods 
that do not belong to these two 
groups, such as Corners First, 
ZZ , and Triangular Fresco 
method. With the Fridrich 
method, you can easily get a 
sub-20 second average.

So how do these methods 
work? It’s because of algo-
rithms. Algorithms are a series 
of set moves that move pieces 
in a desired fashion around 
a cube. A method works by 
simply moving the pieces on a 
cube around until it’s finished. 
In order to learn algorithms, 
one must be familiar with 
cube notations. Cube nota-

tions are a system that names 
every layer and face on a cube 
so you can know which layer 
to turn. For example, the face 
facing you is denoted by a 
capital “F.” The layer that is 
facing you is called the F layer, 
or front layer. When you want 
to turn the front layer 90 
degrees clockwise, you write 
“F.” If  you wanted it to turn 
90 degrees counterclockwise, 
you would write “F’ .” Finally, 
if  you wanted to turn the front 
180 degrees, you would write 
“F2.”
An algorithm would look 
something like this: R U R’ U R 
U2 R’ where R stands for the 
right layer, and U stands for 
the top or upper layer. There 
are many different algorithms 
to learn, and to fully learn a 
method, you must memorize 
every algorithm. The number 
of algorithms in a method 
vary from as little as ten to 
over a thousand! There is a 
link between the number of 
algorithms you know, and how 
fast you are. The more algo-
rithms you learn, the quicker 
you become.

Since the first competition in 
1982, the speedsolving world 
has come a long way. With the 
record being constantly bro-
ken, the current official world 
record for 3x3 single, is an 
amazingly low 5.55 seconds 
held by Mat Valks. Since then, 
new branches have emerged 
from the original rubiks cube. 
Competitions now include a 
variety of other events such as 
the 4x4, 5x5, 6x6, blindfold, 
least amount of moves, and 
even feet solving! Now, com-
petition are being held around 
the world (Interested? Search 
WCA or World Cubing Asso-
ciation) for all ages, in almost 
every country. After 30 years 
of the creation of the first 
rubiks cube, over 300 million 
of these puzzling contraptions 
have been sold.

If  one wants to become a 
speedcuber, one must have a 
speedcube. Speed cubes come 
in a variety of brands. The 
most popular is the Dayan 
Zhanchi 5, but there are 
other brands like the guhong, 
sulong, fangshi, moyu weilong, 
shengshou aurora, and more! 
Sticker color or shades can 
also be changed with colors 
differing from the original 
blue,red,white,yellow,orange, 
and green. Lubricating you 
cube is a must if  you want su-
per fast speeds. Lubes typically 
are silicone lubes, or other 
brands such as Lubix or Cu-
bicle. Lubricating keeps your 
cube smooth and fast. As a 
speedcuber, keeping your cube 
in top condition is essential to 
getting good solves.

Another extremely popular 
variation to the original rubiks 
cube is the mirror cube. 
The mirror cube is a unique 
three by three that has only 
one color, and it consists of 
shapes instead of identical 
pieces. As you scramble the 
cube, it quickly changes from 
a cube shape, into a jumbled, 
uneven, not even a real shape, 

mess. Your job is to know 
which pieces go with which 
by matching up the sizes with 
similar sized ones, eventually 
returning it to its solved cube 
state. The solving process is 
the exact same as the regular 
rubiks cube, except it may be 
confusing at first when you 
see the pieces. This puzzle was 
invented by Hidetoshi Takeji 
in 2006, and began mass 
production in 2008. Since 
then, it has become recognized 
worldwide, and has gained 
popularity in the speed solving 
community.

Although the 3x3x3 is the 
most common, there are many 
more puzzles to explore.  In-
stead of a 3x3x3, try a 4x4x4, 
or a 2x2x2, or a 17x17x17, 
or anything in between, along 
with attached cubes, like the 
quadruple cube.  There are 
other cubed shaped things, 
like a ghost cube, gear cube, 
void cube, or a skweb.  There 
are also rectangular prisms, 
like 2x2x5, or 3x3x1.  And 
then there are random other 
geometric shapes, like tetra-
minx, megaminx, starminx, 
and many others.  There are 
many online guides on solving 
each of them.

The recent obsession of 
rubiks cubes in the 7th and 
8th grade, and according the 
Claudia Yan 14’, it’s some-
thing that has happened to 
every grade at some point in 
time.  The fixation has even 
spread to some of the teach-
ers, like Mr. Lakhaney.  He 
organized and hosted a Rubiks 
Cube tournament open for all 
students on Tuesday, March 
11th from 3 - 4 p.m. The 
rapid increase in popular-
ity is due to a desire to know 
how to solve the cube, and the 
influence of a few people that 
actually got around to learn-
ing.  Since then, the number of 
people that have learned and 
want to learn has increased 
significantly.

Within our community, there 
is a large range of times, or 
how long it takes to solve the 
cube.  There are beginners 
that take 5 minutes, those who 
are practicing with 1 minute 
and some odd second times 
and then there are people who 
are still slowly speeding up 
with 30 second times.  It’s a 
fun hobby to pick up, but if  
you are too lazy, there are sev-
eral ways to cheat, although 
cubers look down upon it.  
The stickers can be peeled off 
and replaced, unless the cube 
you own is a sticker-less one, 
in which case, painting over 
it is a possibility.  The cube 
itself can be taken apart and 
put back together.  There are 
programs online that if  you 
input the pattern on your 
cube, it will give you the exact 
moves to solve it.  And lastly, 
if  you repeat the same amount 
of moves over and over on a 
solved cube, it will eventu-
ally return back to its original 
state.  Or you could just buy a 
1x1x1.


