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       June 2014 
 
Dear soon-to-be-eighth grade students and families, 
 
Lots of research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better 
academically during the school year. We want you to read what you like, but to read a lot. We also want 
you to read a few books more carefully, using the strategies you have been practicing in your classes all 
year long. The following assignment is mandatory. You new advisor will collect it in September. You 
will also present some parts of it in your new advisory.  Make sure you understand what you need to do 
before the end of this school year. 
  
Part I: Read Two Books 
 
1. From the list that follows, read at least 2 books, one from each column, fiction and non-fiction. 
 
2. Read for at least 30 minutes every day.  
 
3. For each of the two books, keep a reading response journal as you read. A sample is attached. By the 
time you finish the book, you should have at least 10 responses. 
 
Part II: New York Times Summer Reading Contest 
 
Read the New York Times website throughout the summer and make three entries into their summer 
reading contest. See directions. The New York Times will choose winners from among the entries to be 
published on their site.   
 
Part III: Math Investigation 
 
Please complete the attached assignment. 
 
 
  

 THE Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Phone   718-361-5275       Fax   718-361-5395      Website www.bsge.org 
 

Kelly J. Johnson, Principal  
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8th grade Summer Reading List 
 

All of the books below should be available at a library.  You can also buy used books from 
www.amazon.com be able to buy many of them used for $4 each, including shipping. Remember to 
choose at least one from each column. 
 
Read one Fiction book from the column below: Read one book of Non-fiction from the column below: 
The Curious Case of the Dog in the Night-Time, by Mark 
Haddon 
 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the 
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. 
He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human 
emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the 
color yellow. This improbable story of Christopher's quest to 
investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes 
for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded 
novels in recent years. 
 
I am the Messenger, by Markus Zusak 
 
Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a 
future. He's pathetic at playing cards, hopelessly in love with 
his best friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-
drinking dog, the Doorman. His life is one of peaceful routine 
and incompetence until he inadvertently stops a bank 
robbery.   That's when the first ace arrives in the mail. That's 
when Ed becomes the messenger. Chosen to care, he makes 
his way through town helping and hurting (when necessary) 
until only one question remains: Who's behind Ed's mission? 
 
Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys 
 
It’s 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers 
with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine is silently 
stirring a pot of her own. Known among locals as the daughter 
of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of life than the 
Big Easy has to offer. She devises a plan get out, but a 
mysterious death in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an 
investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, 
her conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusque madam on 
Conti Street. Josie is caught between the dream of an elite 
college and a clandestine underworld. New Orleans lures her 
in her quest for truth, dangling temptation at every turn, and 
escalating to the ultimate test. 
 
The Running Dream, by Wendelin Van Draanen 
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car 
accident. She's not comforted by the news that she'll be able to 
walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about 
walking when you live to run? 

Fist Stick Knife Gun: A Personal History of Violence  
by Geoffrey Canada 
Long before the avalanche of praise for his work, Geoffrey 
Canada was a small boy growing up scared on the mean 
streets of the South Bronx. His childhood world was one 
where “sidewalk boys” learned the codes of the block and 
were ranked through the rituals of fist, stick, and knife. Then 
the streets changed, and the stakes got even higher. In his 
candid and riveting memoir, Canada relives a childhood in 
which violence stalked every street corner. 
 
On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King 
Part memoir, part master class by one of the bestselling 
authors of all time, this superb volume is a revealing and 
practical view of the writer’s craft, comprising the basic tools 
of the trade every writer must have. King’s advice is grounded 
in his vivid memories from childhood through his emergence 
as a writer, from his struggling early career to his widely 
reported, near-fatal accident in 1999—and how the 
inextricable link between writing and living spurred his 
recovery. Brilliantly structured, friendly and inspiring, On 
Writing will empower and entertain everyone who reads it—
fans, writers, and anyone who loves a great story well told. 
 
We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March 
by Cynthia Levinson 
We’ve Got a Job tells the little-known story of the 4,000 black 
elementary-, middle-, and high school students who 
voluntarily went to jail in Birmingham, Alabama, between 
May 2 and May 11, 1963. Fulfilling Mahatma Gandhi s and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. s precept to fill the jails, they 
succeeded where adults had failed in desegregating one of the 
most racially violent cities in America. Focusing on four of 
the original participants who have participated in extensive 
interviews, We’ve Got a Job recounts the astonishing events 
before, during, and after the Children s March. 
 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen 
Blumenthal  
From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was 
given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of college after one 
semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his 
parents' garage with his friend Steve Wozniack. Then came 
the core and hallmark of his genius--his exacting moderation 
for perfection, his counterculture life approach, and his level 
of taste and style that pushed all boundaries. A devoted 
husband, father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for over a 
decade, became the ultimate CEO, and made the world want 
every product he touched. 
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Directions for Reading Response Journals: 
 

• Write 10 responses for each book. 
• Hand-write or type your responses.   
• Responses should be between 200 and 300 words each (not including the passage you copied down). 
• You can either write the 10 responses as you read or mark off the spots you would like to respond to as you read and 

then write your responses after you're done with the book. 
 
 
Step 1: Copy down a passage from the text that you find significant or striking, or that puzzles you, or that makes you think 

of interesting connections, or makes you pause for some other reason.  Write the page number.   A passage can be any part of 

the text.  Don't copy down more than a sentence or two. 

 
 
Step 2: Write a response to the passage.  If it is complex, you should first paraphrase it (restate or explain in your own 

words).  Then you can explain why it is interesting, your observations, what connections you make, what questions you have, 

whether you agree or not and why.  You don't, and shouldn't, do all of these.  Try to focus on one or two ideas in depth and 

discuss your thoughts.  The purpose of a double entry journal response is to "talk with the text" and to develop your own ideas 

about it. 

 
 
Example: 
 
"Do you sometimes wish you were grown up?" (Funke 53). 
 

In the text, Prosper, a boy who had ran away from his aunt and uncle, asks his friend, Riccio, if he wished that he were 

grown up. I believe that Prosper has a desire to grow up because of the freedom adulthood provides. He's tired of life in hiding 

and wants to be free to do what he wants without anyone being suspicious. Riccio think that the idea of being an adult is 

ridiculous. He believes that life as a child is much more fun. In his eyes, adults don't know what it's like to have fun because 

they eventually forget about their childhood as they grown up.  Prosper goes along with what Riccio says, but in his mind, he 

still longs for the freedom adulthood would grant him. 

 

I do sometimes wish I were grown up. Kids have limitations that really drive me up the wall, like not being able to 

"talk back" to parents when you need to prove yourself innocent, or the fact that a lot of adults don't trust kids.  In many cases, 

adults don't take a child's opinion into mind when making a choice.  To me, being an adult means a lot more freedom in life.  

You get to do and see more things, go to different places, and not have anyone boss you around like a kid.  But I also do take in 

mind that the older you get, the more responsibilities you have.  And also, as you grow up, people expect a lot more from you 

than they did before.  My parents have me work a lot harder and expect higher things from me than when I was younger.  My 

goals became a lot more difficult throughout the years and they will continue to become harder for me to reach.  Sometimes I 

wish I was just a carefree toddler, skipping about.  Being an adult can be great but there are tradeoffs too.  You only get to be a 

kid once; you can never truly go back to it once you've grown up. 
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Rubric for Summer Reading Responses 
 

Criteria Excellent 
7-6 

Good 
5-4 

Developing 
3-2 

No credit 
1 

Meaning: 
The student 
shows an 
accurate 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
relevant pieces 
of text.  

Student shows a 
thorough 
understanding of 
the books by 
skillfully 
selecting and 
describing 
significant and 
relevant ideas 
and information 
 

Student shows a 
general 
understanding of 
the books by 
selecting and 
describing 
several relevant 
ideas and 
information 
 

Work shows a 
limited 
understanding of 
the story by 
selecting and 
describing very 
few ideas that 
may not be 
relevant 
 

Work 
demonstrates 
poor 
understanding of 
the text OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Connections 
and reflection: 
The student 
makes 
meaningful 
connections 
between the 
books, and 
personal 
reactions.  

In depth 
connections, 
clearly and 
insightfully 
explained 

Some good 
connections, 
some 
explanations are 
brief  

Student attempts 
to make 
connections with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Few basic 
connections, 
minimal 
explanations 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 
 

Approaches to 
Learning: 
The student 
followed all 
directions for the 
assignment and 
the effort put 
into the work 

Summer 
assignment is 
complete, 
thorough and on 
time 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing no more 
than two major 
parts. 

Summer 
assignment is 
missing more 
than two parts 

Summer 
assignment is 
poorly done 
OR 
Assignment not 
submitted 

Rubric Adapted from Upper Canada District School Board Double-Entry Journal Rubric   
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Part II: New York Times Summer Reading Contest 
 
Read the New York Times this summer and make 3 entries into the Summer Reading Challenge between 
end of the school year and August 15th. 
 
Step 1: Read the New York Times.  
 
You can read the actual newspaper or go to the website, nytimes.com . You can view some of the news 
videos they have posted or focus on the articles. There is a lot to choose from. 
 
You are limited to 10 free articles per month but you can get around this by either using a different web 
browser once you reach that limit or resetting your browser’s history, cookies, and other browsing data 
which will allow you another 10 free articles.  
 
Step 2: Go to the New York Times Summer Reading Challenge Page. 
 
The link will be posted below but it will be easier for you simply to Google search, “New York Times 
Fifth Annual Summer Reading Challenge” to find the page. 
 

 
 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/01/our-fifth-annual-new-york-times-summer-reading-
contest/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0 
 
On this page you will find a link for that week’s contest in which you will respond to the question, “What 
interested you Most in The Times This Week?”  
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At the bottom of that week’s contest page you will see a space to write your own response.  
 

 
 
Step 3: Write a response. 
 
Enter your name is your first initial followed by your last name and then BSGE. For example, John Smith 
would enter his name as JSmithBSGE.  
 
Your response should start with the name of the article you are responding to and should be between 250 
and 350 words. 
 
Over the course of the summer you should respond 3 times to this contest.  You are only allowed to make 
one entry per week so enter the contest on 3 different weeks. The contest ends August 15th. 
 
Step 4: Print Out Your Responses 
 
Print out your entries and bring them with you on the first day of school.  Once your entry appears on the 
website you should print entry. Be careful not to waste paper by printing all the comments, try to print out 
just yours. 
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Part III: 8th Grade Summer 2014 Math Investigation 
 

This problem presents you with an opportunity to investigate a complex, interesting problem.  The 
purpose is to focus on the process of solving a complex problem.  You will be evaluated on your ability to 
show, explain, and justify your work and thoughts.  Save all your work, including what does not work, in 
order to write about the process you used to reach your answer. 
 
Completion of this Investigation includes four parts: 
 

• Problem Statement: State the problem clearly in your own words so that anyone reading your 
paper will understand the problem you intend to solve. 

• Process and Solutions: Describe in detail your thinking and reasoning as you work from start to 
finish.  Explain your solution and how you know it is correct.  Add diagrams when it helps your 
explanation.  Include what you do that does not work and changes you make along the way.  If you 
do not complete this problem, describe what you do know and where and why you are stuck. 

• Reflection: Reflect about your learning and your reaction to the problem.  What mathematics did 
you learn from it?  What did you learn about your math problem solving strategies?  Is this 
problem similar to any other problems you have done before?  If yes, how? 

• Attached work: Include all your work and notes.  Your scratch work is important because it is a 
record of your thinking.  Do not throw anything away. 

 
 

Customer Service 
 
Patti the Plumber wants to be ready to repair broken pipes of any whole-number length up to 30 feet long.  
Unfortunately, her truck has a rack that only allows her to transport 5 pipes.  She can join any of the 
pieces end-to-end to make new pipes of combined length.  Assume her truck can carry pipes of any length. 
 
a.) Patti does not want to cut the pipe on location.  Help Patti figure out which five lengths of pipe she 
should carry on the truck to be able to produce any length of pipe between 1 and 30 feet (inclusive).   
  
The right combination of lengths will allow her to be able to produce any length of pipe she may need 
between 1 and 30 feet.  
 
For example, if she brings pipes of length 1, 3, 4, 5, and 10 feet she can create combinations of pipe of 
many different lengths like 18 (10+5+3) but she wouldn’t be able to do a job that required 2 feet of pipe 
with those lengths since she cannot do any cutting at the job site. Your task is to figure out which 5 
lengths she has to have with her that would allow her to be able to create any pipe length from 1 to 30 feet. 
  
 
b.) What is the longest length Patti can produce with her pipes 
from part (a)? 
 
 
c.) When solving this problem, Patti remembered a game she used to play as a child.  After asking her 
friend to silently pick a number from 1 to 15, she would then have the friend indicate which cards below 
had his number on it.  She would instantly know which number her friend had picked.  For example, if her 
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friend said his number was on cards B, C, and D, she would quickly know the number was 14.  How does 
this game work?  
 
And what is its connection to her problem with pipe lengths? 

 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
                       Card A             Card B 
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Card C      Card D 
 
      
     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     Card E 
 
 
 

 

 

1  3  5  7  
9  11 13 15 
17 19 21 23 
25 27 29 31  

2   3   6   7 
10  11  14  15 
18  19  22  23 

26  27  30  

4   5   6   7 
12  13  14  15  
20  21  22  23  
28  29  30  31  

8  9  10  11 
12  13  14  15 
24  25  26  27 
28  29  30  31 

16  17  18  19 
20  21  22  23   
24  25  26  27 
28  29  30  31 


