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Lady Sting “Flapjack 
Fundraiser” A Success

On Saturday, March 1st, BSGE’s softball team hosted a 
“Flapjack Fundraiser” at the Applebee’s on 35th avenue. 
Lady Sting members sold tickets for $10, which included 
beverages, pancakes, and bacon. From 8 to 10am, soft-
ball players seated and served over 200 parents, stu-
dents and teachers who attended the breakfast. Music, 
raffles and unlimited coffee made the morning fun for 
everyone involved.

Perhaps those who enjoyed the breakfast the most 
were the softball players themselves, who got a taste of 
waitressing while supporting their team. Captain Lauren 
Katzenstein ‘14 said, “It was a great way for everyone to 
meet one another, and for new parents to learn what the 
Lady Sting softball team is all about.” $1400 was raised 
in total, money which will go towards new equipment, 
such as helmets and bat bags, as well as time in the bat-
ting cages. “I think that the event was a huge success 
because we raised a lot of money and found a way to get 
the families together before the season started,” Katzen-
stein added. Lady Sting holds a current record of 7-2.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Scaffolding Goes 
Up Around BSGE
Scaffolding went up around the BSGE building in March 
2013 so that the landlord could make some much need-
ed repairs. It is no secret that our building has many 
issues particularly when it rains. The current repairs are 
focused primarily on dealing with the “water infiltra-
tion issue” according to Darnell Murray Jr., BSGE’s 
handyman. This is the first phase of the project in which 
workers cut into the exterior of the building in various 
places to assess the state of the steel beams underneath 
the surface of the building to see whether any of them 
need replacing and the extent of the damage done from 
the chronic leaking. Then they plan to run some tests 
to figure out how the water is getting into the building. 
Finally they plan to use these assessments to complete 
repairs that should stop the water from leaking through 
the windows and ceiling tiles each time it rains.

History Teacher Linda 
Ellman to Retire
At the end of the current school year, long time 
BSGE history teacher, Linda Ellman, plans to 
retire.  Linda has been teaching for 17 years 
and upon retirement she is looking forward to 
continuing her lifelong engagement in social 
activism as well as to the arrival of her first 
grandchild.

After hearing the news of the retirement, Linda’s 
former and current students communicated a lot 
of praise and appreciation for her work. Current 
student, Lydia Stetson ’15 said, “Linda is not only 
an amazing teacher but also a great person just 
to sit down and have a conversation with…BSGE 
won’t be the same without her!”

Former student Jolijt Tamanaha ’11 shared, “I 
loved her! I think Linda has a huge amount of 
passion for everything she believes in and does, 
including teaching, which is really admirable 
and inspiring.”

Linda has been with BSGE since it opened in 
2002. Thinking back to the founding of BSGE, 
Linda recounts, “it was amazing and crazy in the 
beginning.” BSGE only had a 7th and 9th grade 
and didn’t have its own building yet. The school 
spent a year inside the Robert Wagner School 
building before moving to its current location. She says that “it was wonderful how parents and kids were interested in try-
ing something” and that she was proud to be part of something that went from being very theoretical at first to something 
that people thought was possible to now being a well-established program. She particularly remembers the year that “over 
50% of the diploma candidates received the IB Diploma which gave a sense that we were on the right track to reaching our 
goals.”

Former Principal Bill Stroud shared some thoughts on Linda’s role in the early days of BSGE as well. He said, “When we 
started BSGE, I wanted her to be one of the founders. Linda has special insights into the teaching of history and developing 
literacy across the curriculum, is particularly attentive to the concerns of parents, and has always worked to address the 
needs of all students in a school community. These attributes are related to her life-long commitment to social justice; or 
schooling for the development of a more democratic society.” History teacher Jennifer Dikes shared a similar sentiment to 
Bill Stroud, saying, “She’s been instrumental in making this school what it is and this department what it is.”

One of her former students, Neha Mehta ’14, shared some mixed emotions upon learning of Ms. Ellman’s retirement. 
She said, “Although I’m upset future BSGE classes won’t get the wonderful opportunity to be taught by her, I’m also really 
happy that I was able to have that experience (in getting to know her so well) and that she’ll be enjoying herself during 
retirement, something she really deserves. She’s an amazing teacher and woman and she helped me in so many ways, super 
grateful for that!”

Reflecting on her retirement, Ms. Ellman said that she will “miss the energy and humor of young people” and will miss the 
fact that there are so many kids who are interested in thinking about and discussing big ideas. She recounted that recently a 
“student came in and said what he was reading about corruption in the nineteenth century seemed so similar to the machi-
nations of politicians today.”  She added that so often students say things and have ideas that never occurred to her before. 

In addition to working with students Linda has also served a vital role as a mentor to many of the teachers at BSGE, many 
of whom were new to the profession when they started here. Commenting on Ms. Ellman’s impact on BSGE, English teacher 
Connie You said, “Linda is probably the teacher who has left the largest mark on the faculty’s pedagogy. She has formally 
and informally trained a great many of us and in that sense she will always be here, in this building.”

Guidance Counselor Tim David-Lang shared a story about meeting Ms. Ellman prior to starting work at BSGE. He said, 
“When I came to visit the school, I watched Linda teach and talked to her and talking to her got me excited about the school 
and working here.” In addition to her professional contributions, Ms. Ellman was also considered a close friend to many on 
the staff. Ms. You also shared that, “she has been the only mentor I have ever had in my life and my closest friend. There 
were times when I spoke to her daily more than I did my own husband!  I can’t begin to think about her not being here.”

BSGE Principal Ms. Johnson commented, “I’m sincerely grateful for her intellect, her energy, and her commitment to the 
BSGE family.”
 
Though Ms. Ellman is retiring, she plans to continue to be involved in education and intends to volunteer at the middle 
school where her daughter is a teacher.

Open Mic Night p.12

Senior Bees 
Make Final 
Decisions p.6

Senior Prom Pictures! p. 16

Linda Ellman with her daughter, Leah.
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Legal Outreach 
Summer Law 
Institute
Eighth graders from BSGE and other schools around 
the city have been given the opportunity to join the 
Legal Outreach Summer Law Institute. It is a five week 
program that encourages students to learn more about 
law. Not only does it teach kids about law, but it also 
helps the participants improve their time management, 
test-taking and writing skills. The program also encour-
ages students to maintain good study habits in order to 
fully succeed in school. After completing the summer 
program, students are then able to continue on to the 
“College Bound” program which goes further in-depth 
with the topic of law.

Earlier this school year in January, the institute gave 
a presentation at BSGE about the upcoming program. 
Representatives gave students an actual case which was 
already settled in court. Together students had to figure 
out who was or wasn’t guilty and what the consequenc-
es should be for the crime. Disagreements were dis-
cussed between the groups and students fought for their 
chosen side of the case. In the end, students were given 
the official agreement on the case. They also received 
pamphlets about the program, and were given the link 
to the Legal Outreach website to learn more.

Many of the eighth graders applied and received ac-
ceptances. Applying requires an application to be filled 
out and an interview. Students also submitted letters of 
recommendation from one of their teachers. Later on, 
students were given the location for where they will 
attend the program. They were each given one of the 
following locations: Columbia Law School, New York 
University Law School, Brooklyn Law School, St. John’s 
Law School, and Fordham Law School. Students par-
ticipating are looking forward to the experience. “It’s a 
very good opportunity to learn about a possible career 
I want to pursue, and also it provides many essential 
skills such as learning how to dress professionally. Plus 
it has a stipend!” Nibras I.’18 said. Kohen R.’ 18 added, 
“It’s going to be really cool because there are going to 
be a lot of trips and many different ways to learn a lot 
about law. I’m extremely excited!” Legal Outreach has a 
stipend; which is a salary for students who complete the 
program. There are also trips the students can attend. 
The program teaches the students and rewards them for 
learning.

It’s too late to apply this year, but current seventh grad-
ers should look into the Legal Outreach Summer Law 
Institute now if they’re interested to apply for the fol-
lowing summer. It’s a new experience and a great way 
to spend your break!

CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

The Buzz: What 
are BSGE students 
doing this summer?

Joleyne Herrera ‘15: To 
find a job, because I’m 

broke. Lol.

Rummana Amrin 17’: 
Over the summer, I’m 
doing an internship at 
a law firm where I’ll 

able to meet lawyers and 
professionals. There are 
different law firms, such 
as corporate law firms, 
or criminal law firms. 

So I will basically rotate 
around these firms each 

week for five weeks...

Anthony Mendieta’ 16: 
SAT prep, classes at the 

MOMA, tennis, and then 
possibly going on vacation 

with the family, maybe 
to Mexico, Boston, or 

Virginia. Florida is also 
an option, and I might go 

to Canada again.

Alexandra Ramos 17’: Ba-
sically during the summer 
I’m hopefully getting an 
internship at a law firm. 
So I’ll be doing that for a 
majority of my summer 

and then I’ll be dedicating 
the rest of my time to plan-
ning my personal project 

for 10th grade.
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Fariña Takes Office, 
Implements Changes 
to School System
With the arrival of New York City’s newest mayor, Bill de Blasio, new policies are 
starting to take effect in NYC public schools.  At the start of his term and even dur-
ing his mayoral campaign, de Blasio promised to bring major reforms to education in 
New York City. De Blasio started this off by replacing many held government posi-
tions in citywide agencies, which were previously appointed by former mayor Michael 
Bloomberg. De Blasio makes it clear that he intends to replace many of his predeces-
sor’s policies.

Replacing Dennis Walcott as school chancellor is Carmen Farina, a former New York 
City schoolteacher. With Farina in charge of the nation’s largest education system, 
policies consistent with Bloomberg’s administration were generally dismissed. In a 
press conference, she described her plan through “five C’s and an E.” Through this 
breakdown she called for collaboration, communication, capacity building, curricu-
lum enhancement, celebration and efficiency within the city’s schools. Farina, follow-
ing de Blasio’s agenda, opposed the sole use of standardized testing to check student 
performance.

A decade prior to today, schools based many of their student promotion policies on 
testing, most notably on state and regents exams taken every year by students. Instead 
of this approach, Chancellor Farina is emphasizing multiple measures to determine 
student progress and grade advancement. In addition to tests, factors including class-
work and grades are being taken in to review in order to determine whether students 
are in jeopardy of not making the grade. She describes it as a “new way forward” 
that “…maintains accountability, but mitigates the unintended consequences of 
relying solely on a single test. Through a comprehensive evaluation of student work 
using multiple measures, our new policy is a step forward for students, parents, and 
schools.”

Chancellor Farina has approved of the new Common Core standards adopted by NYC 
public schools. She plans to continue its use, stating that a national curriculum is 
something that school systems “need in this country.”

Beyond changes to curriculum, the new chancellor also wants to focus on other issues 
pertaining to the city’s school system. Farina has made the construction of smaller 
middle schools a personal goal of hers. Prior to becoming chancellor, she was known 
for creating many successful middle schools within New York City’s District 15.

The chancellor also believes in pairing up successful schools with struggling ones, 
forming “sister school” relationships amongst schools throughout the city. Farina 
hopes these healthy relationships would help teachers and students alike learn from 
accomplished peers, and improve education between both schools.However, despite 
these goals by the de Blasio Administration, others are less happy about changes com-
ing to the school system under the new chancellor.

Many parents and supporters of charter schools fear that support for their facilities 
are decreasing amongst the administration. Just last month Farina was berated after 
reportedly saying that charter school students in Harlem “are on their own.” The 
administration’s attitude towards charter schools has been raising questions amongst 
parents of mentioned schools and the United Federation of Teachers.

Additionally, de Blasio and Farina have been criticized for their policies on universal 
pre-Kindergarten. Many critics flag de Blasio as a “left wing extremist,” and believe 
that he is too focused on taxing the rich to fund government programs. And the 
decision over the school closings on the snow days still remains hot in the heads of 
disgruntled parents, teachers and students. Despite this criticism so early on under her 
leadership, Farina still has high hopes as chancellor. Even after these hurdles, Farina 
expressed her optimism, commenting “I really believe New York City can be the best 
urban city in education in this country.”

JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18

“Divergent”: Book vs. Movie

Divergent has been a 
popular topic ever since the 
books came out. Being the 
first book out of the Diver-
gent trilogy, Divergent in-
troduces a dystopian future 
in which the only city left 
after a horrible war is split 
into five groups, otherwise 
known as factions. The five 
factions are Abnegation, 
Dauntless, Candor, Erudite, 
and Amity. These factions 
group people based on 
their most apparent quality. 
Abnegation represents self-
lessness, Dauntless repre-
sents bravery and courage, 
Candor represents honesty, 
Erudite represents intel-
ligence, and Amity repre-
sents peace.

The book revolves around 
a 16-year old girl named 
Beatrice Prior. The plot of 
the book starts on the day 
of her aptitude test. In this 
society, once a child turned 
16, they had to take an 
aptitude test that deter-
mined which faction they 
would live in for the rest 
of their lives. Beatrice was 
feeling very anxious, but 
she felt ready. After waiting 
a bit at her school, she was 
called in by a test distribu-
tor named Tori. Tori told 
Beatrice that she would go 
through a series of simula-
tions in which she must 
make decisions that would 
best fit the situation. After 
the simulations were over, 
Tori nervously told Beatrice 
that she was Divergent. 
Tori explained that people 
who were Divergent were 
rare because they had an 
aptitude for more than 
one faction. Beatrice’s test 
showed results in aptitude 
for Abnegation, Dauntless, 
and Erudite. Tori said she 
must hide her Divergence 
and that she should just 
pretend that her results 
were inconclusive. The rest 
of the book goes into great 
detail about what happens 
to Beatrice, who renames 
herself “Tris”, and how she 
deals with her Divergence.

She encounters many 
new friends, enemies, and 
even the love of her life. 
Tris goes through many 
struggles because of her 
Divergence. Each day gets 
harder and harder for Tris 
to hide her Divergence, 
but if  someone finds out, it 
could lead to her inevitable 
death. The series written 
by Veronica Roth recently 
gained more publicity due 
to the release of the Diver-
gent movie which released 
on March 21, 2014. The 
general reaction to the 
movie was positive, but 
to some of the dedicated 
readers and fans of the 
series, the movie just didn’t 
cut it. Many scenes such 

as Four and Tris’ first kiss 
were incorrectly portrayed 
in the movie. In the book, 
Four and Tris had their first 
kiss in the chasm right after 
Four showed Tris showed 
her his fear landscape. 
In the movie, their first 
(and only) kiss occurred 
in Four’s apartment after 
showing Tris his tattoos. 
Mistakes like inaccurate 
scenes don’t seem like a big 
deal, but they are to the ex-
treme Divergent fans. Not 
only were some parts of 
the movie out of order, but 
they also didn’t introduce 
some of the characters! 
Uriah 
Pedrad, a 
friend of 
Four and 
Tris and a 
significant 
character 
through-
out the 
trilogy, 
was not 
mentioned 
once dur-
ing the 
movie. 
His part 
in Diver-
gent was 
portrayed 
in the 
movie, but 
he was not 
identified 
as Uriah. 
Two other 
characters not mentioned 
in the movie but were 
characters in the book are 
Molly and Edward.

On May 5th, the movie 
grossed more than $250 
million at the domestic and 
international box offices 
combined. Alongside the 
movie’s wonderful success, 
the book’s popularity and 
the series’ popularity also 
increased. Since the movie 
came out, 17 million copies 
of Divergent were sold, 
along with an additional 
4 million copies that were 
sold before the movie came 
out. On a scale of one to 
ten, I think the movie itself 
deserves around a nine. 
When compared to the 
book, it deserves around a 
seven due to all the inaccu-
racies. Ashlee Chin, an 8th 
grader at BSGE commented, 
“It was good, like, an A-. 
It was good as a story, but 
they didn’t really develop 
Four and Tris’s relationship. 
That was kind of annoy-
ing.” She continued, “They 
didn’t include characters 
like Marlene, Uriah, Zeke, 
Lynn. They only had one 
kiss in the movie, which 
was like the actual kiss, 
but it was their third kiss 
in the book, so that was 
wrong.” Gabi Prostko ’18, 
another 8th grader said, 
“I liked it, I mean it didn’t 
follow the book exactly, but 
then again, no movie does. 
I think it was good despite 

some changes.” Unlike Gabi 
Prostko ’18 and Ashlee 
Chin ’18, Romir Karnik ’18 
actually enjoyed the movie. 
“I feel that both the book 
and the movie were great, 
but I enjoyed the movie a 
bit more as it brought more 
excitement than the book 
could in some scenes, such 
as where Tris rides the zip 
line after Capture the Flag.”

So if  you enjoyed the Di-
vergent book, you should 
go ahead and watch the 
movie. Just try not to cringe 
after noticing all of the 
mistakes. The movie Diver-

gent may have had mixed 
reactions, but it was still a 
pretty good movie overall. 
In this case, if  you would 
like to enjoy the movie 
more, you should not read 
the book before watching 
the movie. If  you watched 
the movie first, you would 
not have the knowledge 
that the readers had, mak-
ing you more open-minded 
to the movie. Afterwards, 
you could read the book 
and enjoy the actual story 
in more detail. And to all 
of the Divergent “fangirls” 
out there (you know who 
you are), you will be able 
to watch a new movie 
from the trilogy every year 
for the next three years. 
Insurgent, the second book 
of the series is currently 
in film production. The 
Insurgent movie will be re-
leased on March 20, 2015. 
Sadly, that is 364 days from 
when the first movie came 
out, which means lots of 
waiting. The third book of 
the series, Allegiant, will be 
split up into two separate 
movies. The first part will 
be released on March 18, 
2016 and the second part 
will be released on March 
24, 2017. A lot of waiting 
just to see the entire tril-
ogy on the big screen, but 
hopefully all of the movies 
to come will be worth it.

SAMANTHA 
VINOYA ‘18 
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BSGE Sophomores’ Personal Projects
Jamie Carroll Sells Cupcakes to 
Raise Money for Charity

For her 10th grade personal Project, Jamie Carroll raised money for charity by 
baking and selling cupcakes at BSGE. In order to raise more money, each cup-
cake she sold was also a raffle ticket that allowed those who bought cupcakes 
also to have a chance to win either $50 or $100. The winning cupcakes had 
the winning dollar amounts written on the bottom of the cupcake wrappers. 
Below is an interview with Ms. Carroll about her project.

1. What charity were you raising money for? How much did 
you end up donating? How many cupcakes did you sell?

I raised money for the Hour Children Foundation. The Hour Children Founda-
tion is a foundation that owns a facility that is used to help children who have 
incarcerated mothers. The foundation is located in Long Island City which is 
not too far from our school and it helps guide mothers and children to have 
a healthy and stable relationship while the mothers are in jail and even when 
they are released. I raised a total of $507 between cupcake sales and dona-
tions. I made a total of 216 cupcakes and I sold approximately 180 of those 
cupcakes because after the fundraiser, I gave the remaining cupcakes to the 
French Club and asked them to sell them at the Mardi Gras party.

2. Where did you get the idea for this project?

I attended a fundraiser during the summer for The Donna Dennis Foundation 
that was held in my neighborhood and that was where I found my original 
inspiration. Afterwards, my supervisor Peter Wilson helped me find a cause 
that I was more passionate about which is how I found the Hour Children 
Foundation. I struggled with the type of fundraiser I wanted to do for a long 
time. I decided to do this cupcake sale, because it combined one of the two 
fundraisers that make the most amount of money.  I wanted to do a personal 
project that would make a difference in not only me, but this school and the 
community.

3. Any advice for kids in the future about doing their projects?

I think that the biggest piece of advice that I could give to kids in the future 
about doing their projects would be to do something you’re interested in. If  
you don’t do a project about something you’re not interested in and something 
you don’t really want to do, then you’re not going to complete the project to 
the best of your ability. I would also say not to procrastinate because if you do, 
your final product is going to be rushed and not reach its full potential.

4. How many cupcakes have you eaten since you finished this 
project?

Right after the project, I did not even want to look at a cupcake and I definitely 
did not want to eat one. After you bake 216 cupcakes, the look, smell and taste 
of cupcakes and icing are nauseating. At a birthday party two weeks ago, I ate 
my first cupcake since this project. So I’ve only had one cupcake since I fin-
ished the cupcake and even then, the cupcake wasn’t that good.

Personal Project Focus: Maya Ju-
man Photographs Invisible Beauty

For her personal project, 10th grader Maya Juman photographed natural 
objects through a compound light microscope and compiled her favorite im-
ages into a photo book. She waded through thousands of images and chose her 
favorite forty to include in her book titled, Invisible Beauty. 

1. What was your inspiration for doing this project?

I was inspired to explore photomicrography for my personal project after see-
ing a photo gallery at the American Museum of Natural History, with micro-
scopic images of insects, fossils and artifacts. I was interested in photograph-
ing feathers, insects, sand and other organic materials on my own, using the 
compound light microscope instead of a high-powered electron microscope. I 
took my photographs using a Nikon 1 V2 camera with a macro lens. I was also 
inspired to look at insects because of my own mild phobia of them. I wanted 
to take photographs that would reveal the beauty in bugs to myself and others.

2. What did you learn while doing this project? 

This project gave me a greater appreciation for the natural world, especially 
the world beyond the naked eye. Without it, I never would have had the 
chance to examine a spider’s knee, or the scratches on the surface of a grain 
of sand. My personal project opened up my world a lot, and expanded my 
definition of beauty. I found beauty in places I never would have expected to 
find it, like algae, blood, or gnats. It also helped me improve my skills with the 
compound light microscope and digital camera.
 
3. Which photo is your favorite?

My favorite photograph is of a Sunset Moth wing (Urania ripheus, photograph 
above) at a magnification level of x100. Butterfly and moth wings were some 
of my favorite specimens, and ironically, this moth wing was more beautiful 
under magnification than the wings of butterflies. The photograph captures 
the change in the color of the wing scales from iridescent green, to purple, to 
orange. I remember placing the wing under the microscope, looking through 
the eyepiece and knowing immediately that I was looking at one of my best 
photographs. I didn’t even have to rearrange the wing or edit the photograph; 
it was just so beautiful on its own.

4. Any advice for kids in the future about doing their personal 
projects?

Apart from the usual suggestions about time-management and procrastina-
tion, I would advise rising sophomores to choose their personal project topic 
wisely. It’s extremely important to pick something that you’re interested in; 
not just something that you think will be easy, or will get you a good grade. 
Ultimately, it will be difficult to work on a project for seven months when you 
are not doing something you love. Make sure you spend time over the summer 
thinking about what you would like to focus on. The personal project does 
not have to be boring; it wasn’t for me. It’s up to you to turn it into something 
amazing and fun.

Interviews conducted by Maya Juman ‘16
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Personal Projects: Christian Trotti Writes a Civil War Novel
For his personal project, Christian Trotti wrote a histori-
cal novel that takes place during the Civil War. His final 
work, titled, A Brother’s Blood, ended up being over 
100,000 words. He is currently looking for a publisher so 
that he can share his work. You can download and read 
the prologue to the novel here: Prologue of A Brother’s 
Blood Below is an interview with Christian Trotti about 
his project.

1. Where did you get the idea for this proj-
ect?

The idea of creating a historical novel about the Ameri-
can Civil War had been present in my mind since the 
beginning of the Personal Project. I have always been 
passionate about creative writing, especially in the form 
of short stories and poems. However, I had never em-
barked on writing a longer work such as a novel because 
I never felt I had the right opportunity or a significant 
amount of time to work extensively on it. When I was 
presented with the Personal Project, I realized that this 
would be the perfect opportunity to write a novel, be-
cause it would force me to complete the task. I wanted to 
challenge myself and achieve something that I had never 
achieved before. As for the historical aspect of my novel, I 
chose the Civil War as the setting and main event because 
the Civil War is my favorite time period in American his-
tory. Ever since I visited the Battlefield of Gettysburg four 
years ago and read Michael Shaara’s The Killer Angels, 
I was inspired by the glory and horror of this bloody 
conflict. Therefore, I wanted to write a book that would 
inform people, especially students, about this significant 
time period while providing a dramatic and engaging 
historical fiction plot.

2. Can you describe the process of going 
from an idea to a finished product?

The process of going from an idea to a finished project 
was very difficult and lasted months. First, I needed to 
develop the basic plot of my book before researching 
information. I decided that the novel would focus on 

the story of two brothers whose opposing opinions on 
slavery would dramatically tear them apart in the face of 
the Civil War. The novel would portray their lives as they 
are raised together in the antebellum period, forge deep 
bonds, and then begin to separate. Then, the two broth-
ers, despite their love for each other, join opposite sides as 
officers. From that point on, the novel switches between 
the brothers’ perspectives and follows their journey 
through the first few years of the war, up until the cli-
mactic Battle of Gettysburg. I felt that this plot would be 
the best way to convey historical information about the 
politics, ethics, campaigns and battles of the Civil War 
while still telling a dramatic story. Balancing historical 
accuracy and drama would become the focal point of 
writing this historical novel.

After I developed the basic plot, I began to research both 
historical information about the time period and creative 
advice on writing a novel. The historical research was 
very difficult because in order to write an informative 
historical novel, the writer must know each minute detail 
of the time period to truly convey the story. The Research 
Phase lasted two months for me.

From the creative writing research, I learned how to 
write a complete outline for my novel. This outline was 
an effective creative tool, for it enabled me to provide a 
brief summary of each scene of my novel before writ-
ing it. I was able to develop the complex plot and minute 
details of my story before writing. All ninety scenes in 
my outline appear in my final product. I could not have 
completed the novel without the guidance of the outline. 
The outline is about 15,000 words.and required a month 
for its completion.

After completing the outline, I began to write the novel, I 
started in December 2013 and ended in February 2014. 
This stage of the project, the Creation Phase, was the 
most difficult for me because it required extreme dedica-
tion and diligence. I forced myself to write for hours 
every week, even if  I was not inspired, because I knew 
that habit and dedication were the only tools that would 

allow me to finish my novel in three months. However, 
although difficult and time-consuming, writing the novel 
was a fantastic experience. I began to experiment with 
literary techniques, such as the switching of perspectives 
between the characters and the dramatic irony of the 
battle scenes. Through this novel, I gained a new appre-
ciation for both the historical time period and the craft of 
writing.

My novel is entitled A Brother’s Blood and it is 118,950 
words long. It is the product of months of planning and 
hard work.

3. What are your future plans for this book?

My novel has already been copyrighted and I am cur-
rently researching publishing options. I want to submit 
my work to several publishing houses to hear their 
professional opinions on my novel. If  I have no success 
with these houses, I will certainly self-publish the book 
and make it available to the public. I am eager to dis-
tribute my novel to my teachers and peers in BSGE and 
am excited to hear their comments. Since this is my first 
novel, and due to my inexperience in the field of profes-
sional writing, I am simply experimenting with different 
options. My primary goal is to hear creative feedback on 
my work.

4. Any advice for kids in the future about do-
ing their personal projects?

My advice is to pick a topic that you really enjoy. If  the 
topic of your project is something that interests you and 
engages your attention, you will not mind working on it. 
Instead, you will enjoy yourself and gain an even greater 
appreciation for your topic. Also, another piece of advice 
is to challenge yourself. This is the opportunity to cre-
ate something that you have never created before and 
employ your human ingenuity in new and exciting ways. 
You should take advantage of this opportunity and be 
willing to work hard so that you can achieve an astound-
ing success.

Personal Projects: Gabriel Steinberg Creates a Full-Length Album
For his 10th grade personal project, Gabriel Steinberg wrote, recorded and produced an album of original music. The album, titled Into the Arms of Morpheus, 
includes ten instrumental tracks. You can listen to his music here: Into the Arms of Morpheus

1) What was your inspiration for this project?

I have wanted to record an album since I started really enjoying playing music, and since too often I start big projects and never finish them, I figured the per-
sonal project was a great opportunity to give me extra incentive to finish this project.  I would have eventually recorded an album anyway but I figured I could 
kill two birds with one stone by making it my personal project.

2) What was the hardest part of the process?

The hardest part of the entire process was motivating myself to not just 
improvise for hours once I picked up the guitar.  That was what I would 
normally do but I couldn’t do it anymore since I had to get an album done.  
It was hard to convince myself to cross the border from just messing around 
all the time to actually sitting down for hours on end and recording music.  
Sometimes it felt a little more like work than fun but I’m glad that feeling 
was rare for me, because I’m sure other people felt that throughout their 
entire project.

3) Which song was your favorite to write, record and produce? 
Why?

Probably the first one in the album, Ignore the Signs. There were a lot of 
effects involved and a lot of different parts that the song goes through. I like 
recording a song that has many different parts that are all very different. 
Also the bass was really prominent in the second part of the song and bass 
that is really prominent in songs is always fun to play. Also it was quite dif-
ferent from all my other ones, especially the second part.

4) Any advice for future sophomores about the personal proj-
ect?

Either choose something that involves one of your hobbies or choose some-
thing new and make absolutely sure that you are interested in it before 
you start. Also choose something that is challenging but achievable.  If  it 
isn’t challenging you won’t learn anything from it, and if  it isn’t achievable 
you’re going to get a bad grade.
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Tata for Now, 
8th Graders

Over 30,000 students lined 
up on the streets of New 
York this year in order to 
take the feared Specialized 
High School SAT, or oth-
erwise known, the SHSAT. 
The exam is extremely im-
portant for middle school 
students to gain acceptance 
into their desired special-
ized high school. These 
schools include Stuyvesant, 
Bronx Science, Brooklyn 
Latin, LaGuardia and more. 
Some students have taken 
prep courses to study for 
the exams, and others stud-
ied by themselves. Either 
way, few students took the 
SHSAT lightly.

Many of our own BSGE 
eighth graders took the 
SHSAT October of 2013. 
When the results came out 
in early March of 2014, 
many students made the 
decision to leave BSGE. 
There were multiple fac-
tors that led students to 
make the decision of leav-
ing BSGE.

One student, Shannon 
L ’18, will be attending 
Stuyvesant in the Fall. In 
her opinion, the small 
amount of students in 
BSGE holds Shannon back 
from getting to know more 
people. She also chose 
Stuyvesant because of the 
large number of extra cur-
ricular activities available 
to students.

Another big reason stu-
dents chose specialized 
high schools over BSGE 

was its popular reputation. 
Some students prefer to 
attend a large school that is 
well-known for its aca-
demics around New York.

Although there is a large 
number of students leav-
ing BSGE, this correlates 
with the large number of 
students staying as well. 
Students like Clement L ’18 
decided to stay because in 
the two years he spent in 
BSGE, he has “built strong 
relationships with a lot 
other students and teach-
ers”.

The eighth grader con-
tinued, saying that start-
ing fresh in a new school 
would be too difficult and 
that he prefers to stay in 
BSGE for its safe sense of 
community. In addition, 
students like him are satis-
fied with the education that 
BSGE offers and does not 
mind its lack of a gymna-
sium and extra curricular 
activities.

“Although I would defi-
nitely prefer if  we had all 
of these things. But overall, 
I’ve had a good experi-
ence attending BSGE”, says 
Clement L’18.

Overall, many students 
who gained acceptance 
into the high school of 
their choice are leaving 
BSGE in hope that their 
new school will offer all of 
the experiences that they 
wished for. But those who 
are staying are happy with 
the people around them 
and are looking forward to 
the years ahead in BSGE.

LUKE MAXWELL 
‘18

A Year at 
Minds Matter

Minds Matter 
is a nonprofit 
organiza-
tion that 
works with 
low-income 
high school 
students to 
help them 
prepare for 
college. The 
level of effec-
tive college 
preparation 
that Minds 
Matter offers 

is reflected in their 100% acceptance rates for gradu-
ates accepted into four-year colleges and universities. It 
has several locations nationwide, including one in New 
York. This year, Central Park East High School is the 
chosen location for Minds Matter to host its program 
every Saturday, except on holiday weekends. Students, 
called mentees in this program, engage in writing and 
critical thinking classes during which they read articles 
and hold debates. Students are also given their own SAT 
math textbooks because they have math classes as well. 
On some days, mentees take practice SATs to track their 
progress. Typical sessions last from 10am to 2pm, with a 
break for lunch at around 12pm.

The first day of Minds Matter for sophomores is the 
orientation event, when mentees get to meet the team 
leader and mentors who were assigned to them. Each 
mentee is assigned two mentors. While the team leader 
is in charge of organizing assignments and group activi-
ties, the mentors help guide the mentee through Minds 
Matter and high school. Mentees are allowed to foster 
a personal relationship with their mentors and contact 
their mentor for any problem they may have, both per-
sonal and school-related, by e-mailing, texting, calling, 
and meeting in person outside of when Minds Matter is 
in session.

The mentors that are assigned to the mentee may have 
jobs from all walks in life, and they may be as varied 
as volunteering in dog shelters to working for a major 
insurance company. Getting to know people who work 
in diverse fields would help you get a first hand look to 
determine if  their kind of work is right for you.

Mentors can also help with the summer program appli-
cation process. Mentees are required to apply to multi-
ple summer programs following a system of attainability 
and financial aid. All costs are covered by Minds Matter, 
including application fees which can be as expensive as 
fifty dollars or more, program fees, and transportation 
fees. Mentees are also given stipends of extra spending 
money to cover for their stay at their summer programs. 
Due to the cost of application, mentees are allowed to 
apply to a limited number of programs, depending on 
the category. However, all mentees are accepted into at 
least one summer program of their choice, and they can 
choose from many, including ones at colleges in different 
states. Junior mentees are allowed to apply to programs 
out of the country, that can be technology and anima-
tion workshops in places as far as Tokyo, Japan.

During the last few sessions of Minds Matter, mentees 
prepare to give a presentation on a college assigned to 
their team. My team learned a lot about NYU and its sta-
tistics, and we also toured around NYU to get a feel for 
what it’s like to live around an urban campus. Although 
I learned a lot about the college application process, 
including what it’s like to give an interview, I also had 
a lot of fun during my first year at Minds Matter. It is a 
creative take on fostering students who want to excel in 
high school and get into the college and career of their 
dreams.

To apply, visit http://mindsmatternyc.org/ and feel free 
to contact me for more information! E-mail at 16yanv@
bsge.org.

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

On March 7th, five BSGE students from the Middle 
School Math Club participated in the Queens MoMatha-
lon for the second time. The last time BSGE participated 
in this competition was in 2012, during which BSGE 
earned 5th place for group competition. BSGE did 
not compete in last year’s competition due to lack of 
preparation. However, this year, the BSGE Middle School 
Math Club has met every Thursday after eighth pe-
riod. To decide who would be chosen to compete at the 
Queens MoMathalon, the Club organized small Math 
Olympiad competitions along with the AMC-8 and NYS 
Math League competitions during meetings. Based on 
students’ scores, five Math Club members were chosen 
to compete at Queens College for the MoMathalon. The 
five competitors were two seventh graders, Annie Zhang 
and Grace Choi , and three eighth graders, Arpita Nag, 
Nibras Islam and Alice Aronov.

In the first competition of the MoMathalon, only two 
Queens schools entered: Russell Sage and BSGE. In this 
competition the teams participated in a group round, 
an individual round and a mix-up round. The mix up 
round asked students from different schools to compete 
together as a team in order to earn points their individ-
ual schools. The competitions were conducted on iPads 
and every session was followed by an explanation of the 
answers of the questions. After individual scores were 
counted a tie breaker round commenced. BSGE ranked 
third in the group competition and BSGE’s two seventh 
graders, Annie and Grace, were awarded for being the 
top five seventh graders for the individual competition.

Because BSGE consisted of the top two schools compet-
ing in the Queens Competition (Russell Sage coming in 
first and second) the competitors were invited to the 
MoMath Museum in Manhattan to compete against 
schools from Long Island and Weschester.  Taking the N 
train after 5th period, BSGE’s team and middle school 
math teacher, Mr. Mehan, went to the Manhattan Mu-
seum overlooking Madison Square Park. Seeing that they 
had come early for the 2:00 competition, a quick look 
around the museum was taken.

The Museum of Mathematics contains many exhibitions 
that give a broadened understanding of mathematical 
concepts. At the entrance there is a rounded track and 
two bicycles with square wheels. Mr. Mehan eagerly 
explained how the relationship between the  radius and 
the length of a side of the wheel allows the bicycles to 
move. The museum also had exhibitions on tessellations, 
such as a scene that tessellates the body it films, prob-
ability (which was shown in a pyramid of pegs with 
balls falling down it with the odds of a certain outcome 
changing with the position of each peg), and an inter-
esting 3D model of a parabola.

The Museum competition was very similar to the 
Queens competition in format but the questions were 
more difficult. Once again working with the individual, 
group and mix-up round, competitors worked with 
problems grouped into certain subjects such as addi-
tion, polyhedra, circles and permutations. A relay round 
was also played in which each answer depended on the 
correctness of the answer before it. Although BSGE was 
ranked 8th in the competition, the overall experience 
was fun and educational for the competitors.

ALICE ARONOV ‘18

The Great 
MoMathalon

In the Fall of 2014, BSGE will have a new boys soc-
cer team. The team will be supervised and coached 
by Spanish teacher Mr. Giraldo and BSGE parent 
John Ryding. The team is open to boys currently 
in the 8th to 11th grade. Forms will be distributed 
for students to take home. If  you are interested in 
joining, fill in the forms and submit them to Virge 
Ramos. Tryouts begin on August 16th.

Boys Soccer Team
MOSHAN GUO ‘17
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Staff MeMber of the Month:
Virge Ramos
WHAT IS YOUR CULTURAL BACKGROUND?

I am of Puerto Rican descent and was born and raised in 
New York City. You can call me a New Yorican.

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?

I grew up in Queens, Jackson Heights.

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO PUERTO RICO?

Yes.

HOW DO YOU LIKE IT?

I love it.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MOST REMARKABLE PLACES 
IN PUERTO RICO?

There are many beautiful places there. One remarkable 
place in particular is a surfing town called Rimcon, lo-
cated on the West Coast. It’s very small and there are no 
big hotel chains. There are a lot of surfing going on. It’s a 
very beautiful place.

DO YOU LIKE TO SURF?

No, I’m not very good at it.

DO YOU HAVE ANY SIBLINGS?

I have two older sisters and two younger brothers.

HOW DID IT FEEL LIKE TO GROW UP AS THE MIDDLE 
CHILD OF THE FAMILY?

It was a lot of work. You get beat up by the older ones, 
and you have to beat up the little ones, so you’re right 
smack in the middle.

WHAT LANGUAGES DO YOU SPEAK?

English, Spanish, Japanese

WHAT DID YOU DREAM OF BECOMING WHEN YOU 
WERE LITTLE?

Rich and famous.

DID YOU EVER IMAGINE YOURSELF WORKING AT A 
SCHOOL?

No, but I imagined being a superstar performer on 
Broadway.

WHY DIDN’T YOU BECOME WHO YOU WANTED TO 
BE?

I don’t know. I never really tried to pursue my dream. I 
guess I just gave up on it after college.

WHY DID YOU GIVE UP?

I guess I wasn’t pushed in the right direction. I didn’t 
hang around with people that were in that circle so I 
wasn’t taught the way of auditioning or the type lifestyle 
it was around people who were interested in that career. 
My second thing was music, so I did a lot of music in col-
lege, such as teaching music.

DO YOU PLAY ANY INSTRUMENTS?

I play some piano, but I was mostly a vocal musician. I 
did a lot of singing and taught a lot of singing.

WHERE DID YOU GO TO HIGH SCHOOL?

William Cullen Bryant High School, in Woodside

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE EXPERIENCES THAT YOU HAD 
IN BRYANT COMPARED TO THE EXPERIENCES 
THAT STUDENTS HAVE HERE AT BSGE?

That’s a good question. I went to high school 
with almost 3,500 kids. Bryant was a very 
big school. It was very hard for teachers to 
remember everybody’s name. Teachers taught 
200 kids a day. It wasn’t the hands-on ap-
proach or the big-brother teaching, what I 
like to call BSGE, where teachers are really 
involved with students one on one here, a lot 
more than in some of the bigger schools where 
the teachers don’t have enough time to be able 
to do one-on-one work with a lot of the stu-
dents. Some of my classes in high school had 
35 kids. Our biggest class here I think is about 
25. There’s a big difference in the amount of students 
in the classroom. Obviously, BSGE being smaller school, 
does not have as much clubs and activities as the bigger 
schools. But I think we do a pretty good job giving the 
kids here at BSGE some after-school outlets.

DID YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF A GOOD STUDENT IN 
HIGH SCHOOL?

Yes, absolutely. I worked hard and was on the Honor Roll 
for junior and senior year.

WHAT WERE YOUR INTERESTS IN MIDDLE AND HIGH 
SCHOOL?

Well, I was a big performer. I did a lot of stage shows 
in high school. I did all of the musical theater shows, 
participated in plays like Hair, and Grease. I did a lot of 
choral shows, I was part of the chorus. Junior high school 
was the same. I participated in many performances.

YOU SEEM TO LIKE MUSIC A LOT. WHO’S YOUR FA-
VORITE BAND?

That’s a tough one. Right now, I really like a band called 
The Rescues.

WHY?

They are a live band who sing in four-part harmony. So 
they’re talented musicians, but also talented singers.

WHO’S YOUR FAVORITE SINGER?

I don’t know in particular. I like Stevie Wonder and Justin 
Timberlake.

YOU SEEM TO BE PARTICIPATING IN MANY ACTIVITIES 
IN BSGE DURING AFTER SCHOOL, SUCH AS THE GIRLS’ 
SOFTBALL TEAM. CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT IT?

Well, the Girls’ Softball Team started in 2005, where I 
started a program called the Girls’ Softball Club here at 
BSGE. It took off from the girls wanting to just partici-
pate and practicing to wanting to compete. BSGE Softball 
is actually the first PSAL team that BSGE ever had. I’m 
proud to say that we started that with the club here at 
BSGE.

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO COACH THE GIRLS’ SOFT-
BALL TEAM?

I have a history in softball. I played baseball in high 
school, but I was being taught how to teach softball start-
ing in high school. I was the assistant coach for the head 
softball coach at Bryant. In college, I assisted with the col-
lege team, and from there I found a love for the sport.

WHEN DID YOU START WORKING AT BSGE?

I have been at BSGE since 2003, 6 months into the first 
school year. BSGE started in September 2002, I joined 

them in February, 2003.

HOW WAS THE TRANSITION LIKE WORKING AT BSGE?

The transition was coming from a private sector. I was an 
assistant manager for a pharmacy and I worked at hotel 
security before I came to BSGE. I was also 23 years old 
when I started here, so I was very young.

HOW DO YOU LIKE WORKING AT THIS SCHOOL?

I love it. I’ve been here for 12 years.

WHAT ARE YOUR LIKES AND DISLIKES AT BSGE?

I wish we had more space for the kids, like auditorium 
space, gymnasium space, bigger workout rooms for the 
kids. Spaces for kids to participate in what they like to do. 
Maybe even a bigger art room. Music room also. Things 
like that are important outlets for kids.

DO YOU THINK WORKING AT BSGE CHANGED YOU IN 
ANY WAY?

Absolutely. Working at BSGE taught me how to handle 
and deal with children.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS YOU DO OUTSIDE 
OF THE SCHOOL?

Well, I have two children, so there’s not much time to do 
anything else. But outside of that I play golf, DJ, and I’m a 
sports watcher.

I HEARD THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FANTASY 
SPORTS. CAN YOU TELL ME SOMETHING ABOUT IT?

Oh, thank you Mr. Lakhaney, thank you very much. 
Without winning a championship, I’m the best fantasy 
sports player in all of BSGE. You can say that there’s not 
one person in this school who’s better than me at fantasy 
sports. Fantasy sports consist of a whole bunch of adults 
putting together fantasy teams based on the sport. So, for 
example, a bunch of adults put together a football team 
with the best football players in real life. You get points 
on how well the actual players do in real life. That’s why 
it’s called fantasy sports.

HOW DOES IT FEEL LIKE TO ALWAYS BE IN SECOND 
PLACE AT FANTASY SPORTS?

I feel a little like Susan Lucci. He’s dirty, Mr. Lakhaney. It 
feels very nice to be in second place.

WHO’S IN FIRST PLACE?

Um, Mr. Lakhaney. Yeah, he’s fantastic.

 Interview conducted by Moshan Guo ‘17
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CONGRATULATIONS,         
Senior Bees Make Final College Decisions
Sayeed akbar

Queens College

adiba alam

York College

SebaStian ali

Brown University

Steven alvarez

New York University

Syed azmain

Brooklyn College

FranciSco barroS

Macaulay Honors at Grove School of Engineering 
at City College of New York

ognila biSwaS

IE University or Rochester Institute of Technology

Peter boroS

Queens College

katelynne cabello

Baruch College

Samantha calPo

Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education at 
City College of New York

erin camia

Case Western Reserve University

kevin camPoverde

Grove School of Engineering at City College of 
New York

thomaS carbone

Queens College

anh-do cheng

State University of New York at Stony Brook

abdulah derviSevic 
Baruch College

kareem elnaggar

York College

raymond Fu

Pennsylvania State University, University Park

robert gajda

Queens College

moiSeS garcia

City College of New York

lenny gonzalez

City College of New York

maSon gregoire

University of Arizona

iSabella hernandez

Skidmore College

minhazul hoque

Grove School of Engineering at City College of 
New York

myron hu

Binghamton University

ritika karnik

Eugene Lang College The New School for Liberal 
Arts

lauren katzenStein

State University of New York at New Paltz

amiSa khatri

Hunter College

elizabeth kwon

Barnard College

zarin labiba

Hunter College

albert lee

University of Connecticut

kevin likhShteyn 
Drexel University

jonnathan lliguichuzhca

John Jay College of Criminal Justice

alejandro loarte

Grove School of Engineering at City College of 
New York

emily luShing

Hofstra University

tiFFany mar

Hampshire College

FiliP martinovic

University of Rochester

megan mehta

Hunter College

neha mehta

Macaulay Honors at Baruch College

vaneSSa mejia

Queens College

jordan merizalde

Queens College

ana miljak

Eugene Lang College The New School 
for Liberal Arts

StePhen mirauti

New York Institute of Technology

konStantinoS moriatiS

Utica College

angel narvaez

Iona College

nimra nawaz

City College of New York

lauren ouaknine

Parsons The New School of Design

lina rahmani

Hunter College

robert roSenblatt

University at Albany, The State University of New 
York

mohammad Sadeghi

State University of New York at Stony Brook

chriStoPher Salcedo

Rochester Institute of Technology

henry Schwartz 
State University of New York at Oswego

ariel taub

Binghamton University

daniel uvaydov

University at Buffalo, The State University of New 
York

mac vail

Hunter College

angie valladareS 
Salve Regina University

nicola vergara

City College of New York

giuliana videla

Hunter College

laura villegaS 
University at Buffalo, The State University of New 
York

adia wilSon 
Elon University

olivia witting

Stanford University

claudia yan

Macaulay Honors at Grove School of Engineering 
at City College of New York

tahmid zawad 
Hunter College
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BSGE CLASS OF 2014!

Tips on the 
College Process
1. Abandon all reasonable expectations.
2. Don’t overload on reach schools.
3. Get your personal statement done early. Go to the 
summer program if possible.
4. File all financial aid information on time.
5. Finish all your supplements by Peter’s deadline.
6. Don’t apply to too many schools (too many is more 
than 15); you’ll have more supplements to do and more 
application fees to pay.
7. Visit the schools you want to apply to before you 
actually do (if  you can). You may save yourself time and 
money if  you end up not liking it.
8. Apply for scholarships.
9. Pay attention and take notes during all the college 
meetings in the fall. You could end up finding a school 
that you really like.
10. Interview for as many schools as possible. It’s a great 
way to show the school that you’re interested and for the 
schools to get to know you better.

Tips by Ana Miljak ‘14

Editorial: Thank You Notes
There are not many moments of seventh grade that I can remember 
clearly now, but my first BACC Rag meeting is certainly one of them. 
Then-editor Jolijt Tamanaha had asked us to brainstorm possible ar-
ticle topics and I enthusiastically scribbled down half-formed ideas on 
a scrap of paper I pulled from my overstuffed bag. The chance to be on 
the staff of a newspaper and have my work (and name) presented to 
the entire school was one of the most exciting parts of my first year at 
BSGE.

Throughout my six years as a member of the BACC Rag staff, I found 
myself growing as both a journalist and a person. There are many 
people to thank for this. Thank you, Mr. Lakhaney for always helping to 
guide us and for putting in the hours necessary for producing a news-
paper. Thank you Samantha Calpo, for being both an effective partner 
and an amazing friend. And thank you, Lydia Stetson and Maya Juman 
for being so dedicated to the BACC Rag and eager to become the next 
generation of leaders.

As I prepare to move on to the next stage of my life, I am beginning to 
understand how deep of an impact this publication has made on me 
and I am incredibly grateful for that.

Your Editor-in-Chief of Content, 
Erin Camia

After conducting my first interview and writing my first article as a BaccRag jour-
nalist in 2009, I did not think I would rise to become an editor-in-chief of BSGE’s 
school-wide newspaper.  With the guidance of The BaccRag’s creator and first editor-
in-chief Jolijt Tamanaha, its advisor Mr. Lakhaney, and my fellow editor-in-chief Erin 
Camia, I have developed the skills required to uphold and complete the responsibili-
ties of a BaccRag staff member.

Despite the pressure put on me to complete formatting the layout on time (albeit there 
were a handful of times I missed Mr. Lakhaney’s hard deadlines) I found formatting 
past midnight rather therapeutic.  A.k.a. it was a fun alternative to homework... 

Since late 2011 I have experienced just how much work is demanded of an editor-
in-chief, and I give kudos to both Jolijt and Erin, who both became editors-in-chief 
before I did. 

I have been so fortunate as part of the BaccRag to visit Baruch College for a NYC High 
School Journalism Collaborative and, later, Cambridge with Erin, Maya and Lydia for 
the Harvard Crimson Journalism Conference.

So thank you to Ms. Johnson for always being supportive of the BaccRag and allowing 
these trips to happen.

Thank you Mr. Lakhaney for being a great advisor and always being accessible for 
help no matter the time I’m trying to format.  Thank you Erin for being the only 
person who could have possibly dealt with BaccRag stress the same way I did, and for 
being one of the greatest friends I could ever ask for.  Thanks to the entire BSGE com-
munity for your continual support and reading of the BaccRag, and of course thank 
you to Lydia Stetson and Maya Juman for being so involved with editing and format-
ting in the past year.  The BaccRag is now in their excellent hands.

And as I edit this 16 -page BaccRag issue right now, I’d also like to thank the 
BaccRag staff for working so hard, especially on this issue, the biggest issue in the his-
tory of the paper!

For the final time, your Editor-in-Chief of Layout,
Samantha Calpo
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Cocktails 
at Cavo
On Thursday, May 8th, BSGE teachers, parents and staff 
attended a social gathering sponsored by the PTA at 
Cavo, a local restaurant. The purpose of the gathering 
was to get the BSGE community together to interact in a 
social setting. Some parents met our school’s new Parent 
Coordinator Margaret Pasach for the very first time.The 
gathering, held from six to nine p.m., also gave parents 
an opportunity to meet with their children’s teachers in 
a setting outside of school.

Mr. Lakhaney, 7th grade Humanities teacher, said, 
“It was a lot of fun, the food was very good, and the 
event was nicely arranged. It was nice to talk to parents 
outside of Parent Teacher Conferences about different 
things outside of just education.”

BSGE previously held a similar event two years ago at 
the same restaurant which was similarly successful. 
Having a full-time parent coordinator again this year for 
the first time in years helped make this event possible. 
Because of the success of this year’s event, the PTA plans 
to put on the same event again next year.

MOSHAN GUO ‘17

Pests at BSGE
On May 9th, BSGE prin-
cipal Ms. Johnson was 
informed that a student in 
the eighth grade had head 
lice. Ms. Johnson sent an 
email to parents within 
the same day with further 
information about the 
head lice. The student was 
asked to temporarily leave 
school until their head 
was free of lice, comply-
ing with the “no-nit” 
policy that is followed by 
school systems throughout 
the nation.

The situation is troubling 
as anyone can get head 
lice if  they are not care-
ful. It is hard to spot lice 
because adult lice can be 
as small as a sesame seed 
and eggs are almost unde-
tectable without a trained 
eye. People often mistake 
lice for dandruff. Dan-

druff is white dead skin 
that is dry and flakes off 
hair follicles on the scalp, 
while lice do not come 
off as easily. Even regular 
showers cannot get rid of 
lice, because they strongly 
latch onto hair. In order to 
limit the spread of lice, do 
not share hair accessories 
like hair ties, hats, hair 
bands, hair clips, and hair 
brushes. Be careful with 
sharing clothing as well, 
because lice can move 
onto clothing and they 
can travel into the hair 
of the person sharing the 
clothing.

The good news is that 
head lice cannot spread 
disease to people and 
they cannot make people 
fatally ill. The condition 
is highly treatable with 
many types of treatments 
easily available, such 
as over the counter or 

prescribed creams and 
shampoos. In addition, 
lice are not as contagious 
as people think. One myth 
commonly believed to be 
true is that lice can jump 
from person to person. In-
stead, they crawl from one 
place to another, because 
they are not capable of 
jumping great heights like 
the tick insect.

Lice are not BSGE’s only 
pest problem. On May 
19th BSGE faced a similar 
situation. Parents and stu-
dents were notified that a 
bed bug was found within 
the school. Like lice, bed 
bugs are not known to 
cause or transmit disease, 
and they are dormant 
during the day. The pests 
feed on blood, with a bite 
similar to a mosquito’s. 
It is initially painless and 
then becomes swollen, 
red, and itchy. The single 

bed bug found did not 
signal an infestation, but 
parents and students were 
informed because there 
may be possible future 
sightings of more bed 
bugs. The Department 
of Education will try to 
search for the bed bugs 
with a full inspection and 
have licensed pest control 
specialists ready to get 
rid of the source of the 
problem if there is one. 
Eric C. ‘16 suggests, “We 
should contact Roscoe, the 
bed bug dog.”

Parents should practice 
pest preventive mea-
sures and search homes 
for bed bugs in case it is 
their child bringing the 
bed bugs into the school 
building or has unknow-
ingly brought the bug 
home from school.

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

BSGE’s Spanish teacher, Mr. Giraldo, started the school year with a plan of 
three field trips for the 10th grade. The first trip was an international out-
ing to Spain and France during Spring Break. The second trip he planned 
was to the Museum of Modern Art to view a special exhibition on Hispanic 
artists. Mr. Giraldo’s students briefly studied famous Hispanic artists like 
Frida Kahlo, Picasso, Fernando Botero, and Salvador Dali to prepare for 
their trip to MoMA. They learned about the history of these artists and 
the many styles of art that were exemplified in their works. Students were 
paired with partners to create Powerpoint presentations on the artists that 
they chose to study. Unfortunately, the trip to MoMA was cancelled because 
of conflicting schedules.

However, Mr. Giraldo had planned yet another trip for his students. It was 
a trip to A La Carte, a cooking school located in Lynbrook, NY. Since Mr. 
Giraldo teaches two separate groups of students in the tenth grade, his B-
day students went to the trip on Tuesday, May 27th, and his A-day students 
followed after on Friday, May 30th. To get to A La Carte, students met Mr. 
Giraldo and the chaperones, English teacher Ms. Meisler and school aid 
Ms. Noboa, in the lobby at 8:55am. Students and chaperones took the MTA 
subway train and Long Island Railroad.

The students walked through Atlantic Avenue in Lynbrook, a charming 
street lined with quaint little shops and buildings, before they arrived in front of the 
A La Carte cooking school. They walked through the dining area in front, dropped off 
their sweaters and bags in the back room, and put on their aprons before meeting their 
cooking instructors in the kitchen. The name of the cooking program is “An Afternoon 
in Spain,” taught by George Trimes, a cooking instructor at A La Carte. Trimes gave 
students helpful hints on how to stay safe in the kitchen, handle knives properly and 

avoid burns and fire hazards. Then, the students were given a brief overview on the 
dishes they were going to prepare, and were divided into different groups that each 
made different dishes.

Students in the group making handmade flour tortillas started from scratch, using a 
tortilla press to flatten out the dough, and then they filled, folded, and grilled them into 
cheese quesadillas. Another group of students made tortilla de patata, an eggy potato 

served over a thin slice of bread. The students learned a cooking technique 
called tempering, or carefully raising the temperature of ingredients prone to 
curdling like eggs and milk. Students in the group making arroz con leche, or 
rice pudding, also learned how to temper. One of the cooking instructors men-
tioned that a delicious way to cook rice pudding differently is to “add Mexican 
chocolate.” Although there was no Mexican chocolate in the rice pudding, the 
dessert was spiced with a lot of cinnamon and nutmeg.

The students who made guacamole, an avocado dip, used a traditional Mexi-
can mortar and pestle called a molcajete. The molcajete is made of a roughly 
textured volcanic rock that allows ingredients to be finely blended into a paste. 
Students learned a helpful tip from a cooking instructor to place avocado pits 
into the guacamole, sprinkle it with lime juice, and seal it with plastic wrap to 
keep it from browning while waiting for it to be served. The dish that took lon-
gest to make was the chicken paella, a dish made of chicken and toasted rice. 
Students learned about saffron, an exotic Spanish spice that they were using to 
flavor the rice.

When a student was asked about the trip, Christian Trotti ‘16 said, “It was 
a fantastic experience.” Natalia Belchikov ‘16 agreed and said, “Since I am 
learning the Spanish language, learning about traditional Spanish food en-
lightened me on the culture.” After all the dishes were made, the food was 
placed on a table where students lined up to get their first taste of all the food 
they created that day. There was enough food for second helpings, and some 
students enjoyed the food so much that they got up for a third.

Sophomore Spanish Class Goes on Cooking Field Trip
VIVIAN YAN ‘16
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Day of Silence 
at BSGE
Wednesday, April 30th, was the national Day of Silence. Students who participated 
did not speak for one day to protest the bullying of LGBT teenagers nationwide, who 
face being silenced and ignored because of their sexual orientation and/or gender ex-
pression. The voluntary silence by the thousands of students who participated called 
this treatment to attention in a hope to change it. The Helping Hands Committee has 
organized the Day of Silence in BSGE for the past several years.

Most people who took part in the Day of Silence agreed that it was very hard to 
remain silent for a whole day. Jonathan Kim ’17, for example, felt like his voice was 
“all cooped up” because he couldn’t speak. Most students still felt that it was worth it 
to remain silent for one day to support the LGBT community, and many of those who 
participated this year plan on participating again next year. Simona Matovic ’17 and 
Lily Brickman ’17 felt that the silence was an example of how a “small gesture can go 
a long way.”

There is a lot of opposition toward the Day of Silence all over America. Some people 
in more liberal communities like New York City agree with the cause, but simply don’t 
participate, as they feel that it is a waste of time protesting when most people sup-
port LGBT rights. However, many people oppose the Day of Silence because they do 
not agree with the cause. Opponents of the Day of Silence claim that school is not the 
place to deal with LGBT groups, and have created a counter-protest, called the Day of 
Dialogue. Many of these counter-activists call the Day of Silence an “April Fool’s Day 
joke” that goes against Christian values. Helping Hands hopes that the opposition does 
not succeed in ending student participation, and that the Day of Silence will be suc-
cessful for many years to come.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

Junior Council Hosts 
Flapjack Fundraiser
On Saturday morn-
ing, May 17th, BSGE’s 
student organization 
Junior Council hosted 
the school’s second 
“Flapjack Fundraiser” 
from 8 – 10 am. The first 
Flapjack Fundraiser was 
led by the BSGE girls’ 
softball team, Lady Sting, 
a few months earlier. For 
Lady Sting, the event was 
hosted to raise money to 
purchase softball equip-
ment such as uniforms, 
bats, helmets, gloves, 
nets, etc. The Junior 
Council also hosted the 
event with fundraising 
in mind, however, they 
wished to raise money to 
lower the cost of prom, 
graduation and other 
Senior dues.

The student organization 
is familiar with fundrais-
ing tactics, having hosted 
the February “ib Brick” 
dance party, an all-day 
bake sale, and May 30th 
“ib Done” party which is 
in conjunction with the 
Senior Council.

The Flapjack Fundraiser 
was hosted at Applebee’s 
Restaurant & Grill on 
35th Avenue, a block 
away from BSGE. Stu-
dents, staff, parents, 
friends and other fam-
ily members flocked to 
the doors for unlimited 
pancakes, bacon, coffee, 

tea and juice. Students 
from all grades came to 
the event to support the 
Juniors while enjoying 
a hearty breakfast with 
friends.
The Applebee’s chain of-
fers this fundraising deal 
to all non-profit orga-
nizations in the hope of 
giving back to the com-
munity and also mak-
ing a little bit of money 
in the before-opening 
hours of the day. The 
major breakdown of the 
deal is that Applebee 
rents out their restaurant 
for the organization for 
two hours before open-
ing. Within these two 
hours, the organiza-
tion is free to do any-
thing they want (except 
vandalism) which may 
include hosting a movie, 
raffle, a mini comedy 
show and similar forms 
of entertainment. Mem-
bers of the organization 
will serve as the waiters/
waitresses, bussers and 
hosts.

Applebee’s will also 
supply the food, but the 
amount of food supplied 
depends on the number 
of tickets sold. The num-
ber of tickets sold must 
be given to Applebee’s a 
week prior to the event, 
which is the most stress-
ful part of the process. 
If  the organization does 
not sell at least 75 tick-
ets, Applebee’s will fine 

the organization $300. 
Plus, for every ticket sold 
(each ticket was $10), 
Applebee’s takes $4, 
which gives the Junior 
Council a $6 profit from 
every ticket.

“Selling enough tickets 
was definitely the main 
issue for our Flapjack 
Fundraiser. The Junior 
Council wasn’t crazy 
about losing $300, so 
that last week was really 
spent hustling and trying 
to sell as many tickets 
as possible” says Junior 
Council member Max 
Fischman ’15. “In the 
end it all worked out, so 
I was really happy about 
the overall outcome.”

In total, the event 
brought in 101 custom-
ers. The Junior Council 
had to give $404 to 
Applebee’s, but after this, 
their overall profit from 
the event was $1,211. 
Now the Junior Council 
has an estimated $2,800 
in the bank.

Briana Spariosu ’15, 
another member of 
Junior Council, com-
mented on the outcome 
of the Fundraiser. “I 
think the Junior Council 
did a really good job. No 
one dropped a plate on 
anyone or spilled coffee, 
so all in all, it was a suc-
cess. The money doesn’t 
hurt either!”

LYDIA STETSON ‘15



 BSGE’s Cool Alum: 
  Stephanie ariStakeSian

 
 
 

Stephanie Aristakesian always had somewhat of an obsession for Hollywood and fame. Even her 
BSGE teachers could see that from her 10th grade Personal Project: “How to Meet the Jonas Broth-
ers.” (Unfortunately she never achieved her goal of meeting the JoBros. However, she did meet 
American Idol star Sanjaya Malakar.) Fortunately for this 2011 BSGE graduate, she is pursuing her 
dream as Executive Director of the Concerts Committee at the University of Southern California 
where she is currently majoring in Communications and minoring in Business Administration.

Aristakesian is a current Junior at USC and has made many accomplishments in her career as 
Executive Director. In 2013 she brought Jason Derulo, Heather McDonald (Chelsea Lately), Steve 
Rannazzisi (The League) and R3hab. She couldn’t believe she could ever top her accomplishments 
after putting together USC’s “Welcome Back” concert, which had an attendance of over 6,000 
people. But on April 5th, Aristakesian brought world-famous DJ and rapper Diplo to perform at 
USC’s Spring Fest. The concert was a success; even Diplo himself raved about the concert on his 
Instagram and Facebook account.

But the process of putting the concert together was not as easy. Each event takes a total of three 
months to plan. Within these three months, Aristakesian and her team have to contact agents and 
look for artists that are willing to perform in their specific price range, genre and date. Other times 
her team contacts a specific artist they are looking for. After they have confirmed their musician, 
their plan must be approved by USC administration which takes a long time. After they get their 
much coveted “OK,” Aristakesian has to launch into the contracting process and talk to the tour 
manager about flight details, sound checks, arrival times, entourages, etc.

When asked to give advice for current BSGE students, Aristakesian said: “As cheesy as this sounds.. 
go after what you love and pursue it with all you have. For me, that was getting involved in the mu-
sic industry.” She continued, “ I definitely question my decision to pursue a career in this industry 
probably 10 times a day but after a show I put on or after attending an inspirational concert (most 
recent one was Yeezus), I know I have no doubt that this is what I was meant to do.”

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Stephanie and Diplo
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BSGE Hosts Open Mic Night
BSGE’s second Annual Open Mic Night took place on Tuesday, April 29th from 3:30 
to 5:30,  featuring many 7th, 8th and 9th graders from BSGE. Kicking off the party 
in high spirits, students jumped to the beat of “Jump Around” by House of Pain and 
“Jump” by Kriss Kross. Subsequently, students took the mic for fun and as finalists, 
reading creative poems about personal experiences as well observations of poetry and 
life itself. Next, reliving the memorable Harlem Shake contest, Sahat Mahmud ‘17 
dethroned Clement Leveau ‘18, the previous king of the dance. After that, marking the 
halfway point  of Open Mic Night snacks and drinks were offered to the students.

The second half of the night started off with a rap battle, to which no one was victori-
ous. Mr. Anderson gave anybody the chance to rap to the lyrics of “Jump,” and only 
one person volunteered. Even though the volunteer was very courageous, he failed to 
rap the verses correctly. The remaining presenters read their pieces leaving the judges 

with a hard decision to make. Ms. Clarkson Farrel, the BSGE librarian, said “I was very 
surprised at the fact that these students were very talented. I wouldn’t have known that 
a 7th or 8th grader had written these poems. It was very hard to make the final deci-
sion and I feel that the winners deserved the prizes.” The finalists were Pauline Phan 
‘19, Zoe  Fisher ‘18, Ide Kafexhiu ’19, Kacey Lang ’18, Camilla Khan ’18, Kohen Rah-
man ‘18 and Nibras Islam ‘18, and lastly, Stacey Xue ‘19. The judges finally made their 
decisions and the first place winner was Ide Kafexhiu ’19 taking home $50, following 
Pauline Phan ‘19 winning second place as well as $30, and last but not least stealing  
third place were Kohen Rahman ‘18 and Nibras Islam ‘18 splitting $15. Mr. Anderson 
summed up the night describing that this year’s Open Mic Night, “was a great success 
and I think everybody enjoyed themselves.”

Photo credit: Samantha Calpo ‘14

GARRETT TAUB ‘18 & LUKE MAXWELL ‘18



The Baccalaureate Theater Company’s production of Shakespeare’s Macbeth will 
debut in June after months of rehearsals and preparations. Director Olivia Witting ’14 
will stay true to the original script of the centuries-old tragedy, but has made use of 
modern costumes to create a new age version of Shakespeare’s work.

Witting and her father, Steve, who has been helping his daughter with her directo-
rial responsibilities, chose this specific play for the Theater Company to perform. They 
got in touch with 12th grade English teacher Mr. Potter last summer and asked which 
plays he had chosen to teach during this academic year. Olivia said, “Since we were 
studying Macbeth in class, I thought the actors could get insights into their charac-
ters.” The majority of the cast is made up of 12th grade students and thus the actors 
have studied the tragedy in-depth. They have also had the chance to write about it 
during the IB English Exam last month.

This is not the first play the Theater Company has put on for the BSGE and local com-
munities. Two years ago, the Company performed another Shakespeare tragedy, Julius 
Caesar. Many students and staff members attended the free performance. Other mem-
bers of the local community were able to enjoy the production as well since it was 
performed at the A.R.R.O.W. Community Center near the school. Since many of the 
actors who were involved in Julius Caesar are also cast members of Macbeth, Olivia 
noted, “We can learn from the first time and fix our mistakes.”

The cast and crew have been working on this production for about four months.  
As most of the students involved are seniors, balancing their other responsibilities 
has been a bit of a challenge. Giuliana Videla ’14 said, “It’s important to come into 
rehearsal which is hard sometimes because you can’t hang out with friends or enjoy 
the weather.” Rehearsals had been a few times a week, but with opening day drawing 
nearer, the cast and crew are expected to work together much more often. However, 
it is a rewarding experience for those involved. Giuliana continued, “It is entertain-
ing to be someone else for a while and work in an acting environment with classmates 
because you get to see a different side of them.”

Costumes are being rented for $45 a piece from the Kaufman Astoria Studios’ Costume 
Collection. Wood also had to be purchased in order to construct the set. As a result, 
the Company needs to offset costs with ticket sales. The price range for regular seats is 
$3 to $5, with the cheaper seats being further from the stage. For 7th and 8th graders, 
$2 seats are available in front, but they are small stools.

There will be three showings of Macbeth at A.R.R.O.W., which is located at 35-30 
35th St. Astoria, NY. Opening day is June 12 at 3:30. On June 13, there will be one 
performance at 3:30 and a second at 6:00. Tickets are currently on sale.
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BSGE Production 
of Macbeth Set to 
Hit the Stage

ERIN CAMIA ‘14 BSGE Alumnus and 
former BACC Rag ed-
itor, Joijt Tamanaha 
recently sold her St. 
Louis based startup 
company, Farmplic-
ity, to Sunfarm Food 
Service in May 2014 
for an undisclosed 
sum.

Ms. Tamanaha (BSGE 
Class of 2011) 
created the com-
pany as part of an 
entrepreneurship 
class at Washington 
University in St Louis 

where she is currently a student. The company was created to allow local farmers 
to sell their produce, fruits, and meats to area restaurants through a simple, well-
designed website. Ms. Tamanaha and her partners took the business from an idea 
to a fully functioning business that connected more than a hundred farmers and 
restaurants.

According to Ms. Tamanaha, she and her partners decided to sell the company at 
this point because “the company could have a much larger impact under someone 
else’s leadership.” To grow the company, they needed a lot more capital and they 
also needed to devote themselves to the business full time which none of them 
were willing to do at this point since.

The most important lesson she learned through these experiences was not to be 
afraid of being “inexperienced.” She explains, “It’s a mistake to believe that you 
need to wait until you feel ready to start a company. You’ll Google stuff, find men-
tors, and take some educated guesses. Also, I highly doubt anyone ever feels truly 
ready and prepared. That’s why it’s fun.”

ChampioUpon completing the deal, Ms. Tamanaha felt both sadness and excite-
ment. She explains, “I poured so much of my day-to-day life into the company 
and it’s hard to let go of something you created. But the sadness is eclipsed by the 
thrill of knowing that Farmplicity has a great chance of having a lasting impact.”

Currently she is on to her next project, a new start up called Champio.com which 
is “a social media content generator and optimizer that will increase consumer 
engagement with your brand” according to the company’s website.

She is also blogging about her experience with this new company at startorbust.
com.

BSGE Alumnus Jolijt 
Tamanaha Sells Company, 
Has New Start Up

MR. LAKHANEY

BSGE Holds Annual Spring Music Concert
Thursday, May 29th, was BSGE’s 2014 Spring Concert. The entire 9th grade participated, as did the school band: Players for Peace. Some students, such as Anu 
Shree Rajagopal ‘17 and Mariadolores Alvarez ‘17 had special performances. Anu played a traditional Indian violin, and Mariadolores showed off her flamenco 
dancing skills.   The Players for Peace played well-known songs such as The Star-Spangled Banner. After that came intermission, and then the 9th graders played 
many complicated pieces such as the William Tell Overture, And the Mountains Rising…, and Swingin’ Shepard Blues.

Ms. Nikkolos, the music teacher and conductor during the concert, was very pleased with the concert’s turnout. She called it a “demonstration of the ninth 
grade achievement.” The achievement in question is knowledge of reading sheet music and playing percussion instruments. Some of the pieces the 9th graders 
played are on an 11th grade level, meaning that the 9th graders showed exceptional skill. Once that skill is mastered, Ms. Nikkolos explained, it is much easier 
to play any instrument. Although this is the last time many of the 9th graders will ever take music, Ms. Nikkolos hopes that many of them will either join the 
band or take one of the many opportunities to play music outside of school. According to Nikkolos, music is such am amazing thing because it is an outlet to 
express emotions while providing no chance of harm.

Another pleasing factor to Nikkolos was the large attendance of BSGE parents. In past years, significantly fewer parents attended than for this year. She is glad 
that parents recognize that their children need support that only they can provide.

The 9th graders had mixed feelings about the concert. Some, such as Malcolm Sherman-Godfrey ’17 and others, who preferred to remain nameless, thought the 
concert did not go well. They thought that they did not play well and the cafegymatorium was too crowded. Others, such as Anu and Richelle Chen ’17, thought 
the concert was a success.

Anu, like Ms. Nikkolos, enjoyed the fact that there were many parents there, leading to a crowded audience. Richelle especially enjoyed the special perfor-
mances, and was pleased that the students new to the school this year were able to play just as well as those who had already taken music classes. Others such as 
Nikko Nakamura ’17 thought that the concert went well overall, but there were some things that could be improved on. He said, “I heard our class mess up on 
the second repeat because of the failure to count, and on the previous measures some students stopped playing due to confusion as to where we were.” Though 
responses to the concert were mixed from the 9th grade, overall it was an accomplishment for BSGE.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17
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BSGE Embarks on Spain-France Trip

On April 1oth, 36 BSGE 
sophomore and juniors 
went to France and Spain 
for a cultural immersion 
trip. This year’s trip marks 
the second time BSGE 
students have traveled to 
Europe with this company. 
Accompanying them to Eu-
rope were six chaperones, 
all teachers from BSGE. 
The number of chaperones 
increased drastically from 
the prior cultural trip, given 
the amount of students 
attending this year. This 
year’s chaperones included 
yoga teacher Ms. Jackson, 
humanities teacher Mr. 
Lakhaney, math teacher 
Mr. Mehan, and chemistry 
teacher Ms. Mihalache. 
Other chaperones included 
foreign language teachers 
Mr. Giraldo and Mr. Rajiv 
Mahajan, who teach Span-
ish and French respectively. 
Students spent their entire 
spring break visiting vari-
ous landmarks and experi-
encing the cultural influ-
ences of both France and 

Spain.

Students departed for Eu-
rope on the Thursday after-
noon before Spring Break. 
After school ended, students 
stayed after school with 
their baggages to take a bus 
to the airport. Mr. Giraldo 
said how some of the 
students looked “so excited 
and couldn’t wait to go on 
the trip.” At the airport, the 
students boarded a flight 
to Paris, France. The next 
morning, they arrived at 
Paris and dropped of their 
luggage at the hotel.

Mr. Mahajan commented 
on how some of the 
students looked detached 
despite the upcoming trip. 
However, he noticed that 
“upon arriving in France, 
many of them instantly 
brightened up and were 
eager to see everything.”

At the start of the tour, 

students visited the Notre 
Dame Cathedral and the 
Louvre Museum, the largest 
and most visited art mu-
seum in the world. Many 
students wanted to see the 
Mona Lisa, one of the most 
famous paintings exhibited 
in the Louvre. Mr. Giraldo 
said that “the students were 
very excited to go to the 
Louvre because they were 
exposed to IB art since 8th 
grade, and they take great 
interest in it.”

Other visits in Paris in-
cluded a stop at the Arc 
de Triomphe, visits to the 
Tuileries Garden as well as 
Les Invalides and finally, 
a visit to the well known 
and the awe inspiring 
Eiffel Tower. Tenth grader 
Marika Cygert’16 thought 
that in particular, “the 
Eiffel Tower was nice to see 
at night” and looked a lot 
better at night than in day. 
She also enjoyed a boat ride 
in France, and thought that 
it was a fun experience.
 
While in Paris, French stu-
dents were able to practice 

what they’ve been study-
ing throughout the past 
few years.  French students 
were comfortable with 
using and hearing French 
terms and utilizing the 
euro, the currency system 
of France and various other 
European countries. “Tak-
ing French definitely gave 
the French students a better 
understanding of cultural 
nuances in France” said 
Mr. Mahajan. “It’s good to 
have students learn cultural 
aspects, especially in 
a different country.”

After spending a 
few days in Paris, 
the group went to 
the city of Eze, in 
southeastern France. 
There, they were 
taken on a sight-
seeing tour along 
the Mediterranean 
coast, visiting a local 
parfumerie on the 

way.  They also 
stopped by Monaco 
and took the TGV 
(Europe’s fastest 
high speed train) 
to the city of Nice. 
After visiting Nice, 
students went to 
Provence, where 
they went sightsee-
ing in the ancient 
city of Avignon 
and visited an 
amphitheater that 
once housed gladi-
ator fights over 
2,000 years ago.

On the seventh day, 
students visited 
Barcelona, a city 
known for its sports events 
and rich heritage. Students 
toured the monument of 
Columbus and El Parque 
Guell, a garden designed 
by Catalan architect Antoni 
Gaudi. Students and chap-
erones were also able to 
have a stroll through Bar-
celona streets and taste the 
local cuisine there, notably 
a Paella dinner. Marika 
summed up her time in 
Barcelona, saying how: “It 

was a nice experience, and 
the food in Barcelona was 
good.”

Spanish students were able 
to practice talking with 
locals and interacting with 
businesses throughout 
their stay. “It was easier to 
know where certain things 
were since we recognized 
the signs in Spanish,” said 
Christian.

Another Barcelona land-

mark the students saw 
was the famous church, 
La Sagrada Familia. The 
church, also built by Gaudi, 
is marked by tall, grand 
spires. Mr. Giraldo de-
scribed it as: “one of the 
most wonderful places I 
ever visited in my life.” 
He remembered when he 
visited the church a while 
back when he was a college 
student in Spain. “Going 
back to the place with stu-
dents this time and seeing 
their reactions, going ‘wow’ 

was ex-
tremely 
reward-
ing.” 
Students 
in Mr. 
Giraldo’s 
class 
were 
already 
familiar 
with the 
church 
after 
learning 
about it, 
but Mr. 
Giraldo 
believes 
it is one 
thing 
to see 
some-
thing in 

class and another thing to 
be experiencing something 
in front of you.

With their final days in 
Barcelona, the cultural trip 
to Europe finally came to 
a close for students and 
chaperones. When asked 
whether or not would they 
go back to Europe again in 
the future, both Christian 
and Marika said yes. “It 
[the trip] was really nice 

and I want to go back to see 
new things,” said Marika. 
“It was a lot more fun with 
classmates and friends and I 
truly loved the experience.” 
Christian also had similar 
thoughts, saying:“Europe is 
a very small continent, but I 
love how each place is very 
different. There’s always 
new things to experience, 
and I would definitely go 
back again.”

Mr. Mahajan described the 
trip as a “great and fun 
time for everyone” and 
that “it was good to have 
students learn different 
cultural aspects.” His only 
regret was that the trip felt 
rushed, as the students had 
to cover a lot of ground 
over a period of just eight 
days. He also wished that 
more students had signed 
up to go.

Mr. Mahajan said he was 
very proud of the students 
that went on the trip and 
exercised their knowledge 
of French, as well as ap-
plying the language to their 
surroundings. During the 
trip, Mr. Mahajan said that 
students loved the free time 
with friends and teach-
ers were able to relax. He 
thought it was truly a new 
experience for students, and 
that the whole trip was like 
“pulling the students from 
a fishbowl, and dumping 
them into a ocean.” Mr. 
Mahajan also commented 
that the trip brought the re-
lationship between teachers 
and students closer. Seeing 
the students act made Mr. 
Mahajan felt like he could 
trust them more.

It was a great learning 

experience for students, 
whether they took French 
or Spanish. Mr. Maha-
jan recalled a surprising 
moment when he found 
students teaching French/
Spanish to their counter-
parts. “It was amazing to 
see the trip’s impact on the 
students,” said Mahajan.

Mr. Giraldo also thought 
that the trip was a great 
success, bringing in learn-
ing and fun together with 
friends. However, he felt 
like the size of the group 
hindered things on the trip. 
With a bigger group, things 
sometimes became com-
plicated and disorganized. 
Despite this, he still empha-
sizes the importance of ex-
posing students to different 
cultures, places, religions 
and ways of living. “I think 
it’s a wonderful thing when 
you take students outside of 
New York and they discover 
on their own that there 
are different things outside 
New York City.”

The cultural trip to Eu-
rope was overall a great 
experience for the students 
involved. They were given 
opportunities in practicing 
what they’ve been study-
ing hard for the past few 
years, all while having fun 
with teachers and friends 
as well. These cultural trips 
are something foreign lan-
guage students should look 
forward to in the future.

Photo credits: 
Mr. Lakhaney& Mr. Giraldo 

For more pictures, visit 
thebaccrag.com

JONATHAN ZHENG 
‘18



BSGE’s Film Club has officially made it into the Top 50 of The Great American No Bull 
Challenge! Founded by author and entrepreneur Shawn Edgington, the No Bull Chal-
lenge is “a social action organization that inspires teens from around the world to take 
a stand against bullying and to promote digital responsibility, leadership and social 
action through filmmaking.” In order to promote non-preaching curricula in bully-
ing for teachers, the winning films and scripts are used as free educational resources 
to teachers worldwide. The various prizes for the winning students are: a mentor-
ship with Emmy Award winning filmmaker Lee Hirsch, a text-a-tip program for the 
winner’s school, video cameras, scholarships and a trip to the Sundance Film Festival, 
where the winning short film video will be submitted.

Film club founder Natalia Belchikov ‘16 describes the concept of the short film as a 
“message of ignorance in bullying that occurs all around us in subtle ways.” The film 
is a PSA that shows the different forms of bullying in a school environment, varying 
from bullying among students to students bullying a teacher. It also displays the conse-
quences of bullying such as when a “nerd” gets harrassed to the point of committing 
suicide. Sasha Valitutti ‘19, playing the nerd, says that her role represents how “people 
get bullied because of their hobbies and interests.” The most unique part of the short 
film is the lack of dialogue; the viewers listen to music that one of the main characters 
hears from her headphones, symbolizing the ignorance that bystanders show when 
witnessing bullying.

Mahaut Brooks ‘16, playing the bystander, describes the filming process as “unique” 
due to the fact that “there wasn’t a teacher telling us what to do. We had to take initia-
tive and create our own production.” However, the process was also challenging in the 
sense that “we didn’t have enough time because we had a due date. We were always 
rushing to get things done.” Film club members typically stayed 3 to 4 hours after 
school to film and edit their PSA. The project took approximately 4 to 5 months to 
complete, including the planning, scriptwriting, filming, and editing stages.

Natalia and the film club members are proud of their film making the Top 50. If  the 
film club’s submission were to win The Great American No Bull Challenge, Natalia 
plans to “celebrate, find out a way to split the prizes, and figure out what we want to 
do next as well as what we learned from the experience.”

http://contest.nobullchallenge.org/video/8398-mute-the-silence
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Film Club’s PSA 
Moves to Next Round 
in No Bull Challenge

ASHLEY WANG ‘16

BSGE Demystifies IB 
On Tuesday, May 20th, a presentation on the IB program was held in BSGE. Students 
of various grades with their parents sat on cafeteria benches and listened to Jenni-
fer Dikes, IB Coordinator, speak to an audience of around fifty parents and students. 
Seated behind her were successful BSGE graduates and current seniors. The emphasis 
of the presentation was that the IB program’s goal was to produce successful students 
not only in school but in life. The IB program consists of 6 exams. 5 of them are taken 
in 12th grade but one is taken during 11th grade. To pass these exams students must 
have an average of 4/7 on each. The highest percentage that BSGE students passed the 
IB exams in one year was about 66.6%.

Have you ever wondered what our school name BSGE means? It stands for Baccalau-
reate School for Global Education and it refers to the IB (International Baccalaureate) 
program established in BSGE in 2005. The IB program has been applied to over 4,000 
schools (public and private) in 147 countries, over one quarter of them in the United 
States and 24 in New York. Students of these schools are aged 3-19. Our school focus-
es on two of the four programs, the pre-diploma program and the diploma program. 
In this program students aged 16-19 follow a rigorous two-year curriculum leading 
to the final examinations. This program helps students to develop physically, emotion-
ally, intellectually, and socially while studying over 5 subjects. The exams, if  passed, 
give the students a diploma recognized and accepted in many universities, including 
ones abroad.

The BSGE graduates said the IB program really helped them in college because it pre-
pares “thinkers” rather than creates “skills” like AP classes. They said it really helped 
them in writing essays and research papers. They also noted, however, they were un-
prepared for most math courses such as Calculus and needed to take a physics course 
if  they wanted to be an engineer, with there being no physics courses offered in BSGE.

AUSRA PRANEVICIUS ‘18

US Schools On 
Leggings and Yoga 
Pants: “Inappropriate”
Kenilworth Jr High in California, Minnetonka High School in Minnesota, and Haven 
Middle School in Illinois are just a few of the schools that have banned young girls 
from wearing leggings or yoga pants to school. These schools have required girls who 
want to wear leggings or yoga pants to also wear fingertip-length shorts, a skirt, or a 
dress on top. Girls who are seen wearing tight legwear are sent home to change, given 
a warning, or asked to change into more “appropriate” wear in school (something that 
happens at BSGE as well). Due to the nature of leggings to accentuate certain body 
parts, the general reasoning behind this ban is that educators view tight pants as “inap-
propriate” for school and a disruption to education. Sometimes school officials say that 
if   girls’ clothing is inappropriate it makes it harder for boys to concentrate in school.

The response from parents and administrators vary nationwide; parents of students in 
Minnetonka High School praise the principal’s ban, describing the trend of leggings as 
“troubling” and a “bad influence,” whereas the parents of students in Kenilworth Jr 
High describe the ban as “sexist” and “unfair.” Girls in Haven Middle School protested 
the ban on March 18th by wearing leggings to school and having over 500 students 
sign a petition. Although BSGE has not participated in this ban, several students yield 
strong opinions towards the topic. Natalia B ‘16 says, “It is sexist to prohibit us from 
wearing leggings. I think the way you dress is a way you express yourself, and that 
shouldn’t be monitored by a school. Girls should have the freedom to wear what they 
want to wear.”

In New York City, the Department of Education enforces “an environment conducive 
to promoting educational excellence with minimum distractions and disruptions of the 
learning environment.” The official dress code states that underwear must be com-
pletely covered by an outer garment. “Brief garments” (such as tube tops, net tops, mini 
skirts, and spaghetti straps), anything that exposes midriff, and see-through garments 
are deemed inappropriate. There is nothing here that prohibits leggings or yoga pants. 
Marika C ‘16 agrees with the DOE dress code’s reasoning and says “In leggings, you’re 
clothed from your hip to your ankles, so I don’t see anything wrong with that…you’re 
not showing skin, there’s nothing actually being revealed.”

Even the United States Supreme Court has an opinion about school dress codes. In order 
to enforce a fair way to establish dress codes or clothing bans, the Supreme Court estab-
lished a threshold test that focuses not on tight clothing but on political messages. Their 
threshold test asks: 1) Whether the student intended to convey a particular message and 
2) Whether reasonable observers would understand this message. Being a part of the 
“reasonable observers,” boys in BSGE disagree with the general reasoning behind other 
schools’ ban on leggings and yoga pants. Socrates C ‘16 says, “I don’t think that it dis-
rupts education because it’s up to the guy to not be distracted by a girl and her clothes.”

Instead of outright banning tight legwear from school, Marika C, ‘16 suggests an alter-
native approach, “I think that respect for women should be enforced, not women being 
banned from wearing whatever they want so that guys can act the way they do. It’s put-
ting girls lower than we already are because we have to stop doing what we do so that 
boys don’t act a certain way.”

ASHLEY WANG ‘16

Lady Sting’s 2014 Softball 
Season Comes to a Close

On Monday, May 19th, 
the BSGE’s girls’ softball 
team lost to Franklin 
K. Lane high school in 
the first round of the 
playoffs. Although the 
game was close at the 
beginning, Lady Sting 
struggled in later innings, 
and ended the game with 
a final score of 17-7. The 
loss marked the end of 
the team’s 2014 season, 
with an overall record 
of 9-4. This has been the 
fourth consecutive year 

that the team has made it to the PSAL playoff rounds. However, this year, Lady Sting is 
saying goodbye to three seniors: Lauren Katzenstein, Olivia Witting, and Erin Camia.

Members of the team, who have practiced together since last fall, grew closer this 
year, even with the many freshmen newcomers. One of the captains, Lauren Katzen-
stein ‘14, felt that the season was one of the team’s best. “I think that this past season 
was such a success because of the determination that every player had. Everyone gave 
their 110% and worked hard to make it to playoffs for the 4th year in a row.” She also 
commented on what it felt like to leave the team as a senior. “The entire team helped 
make my senior year one that I will never forget. I always remember the memories 
that we all share and life lessons that I have learned from being a part of Lady Sting.”

The team celebrated the season on Friday, May 30th with a friendly alumni game and 
barbeque at Maurice Park. Current team members, parents, and coaches mingled with 
BSGE alumni who had been a part of Lady Sting in past years. The team will continue 
to celebrate the season with a sports dinner on Tuesday, June 10th, in the BSGE cafete-
ria.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16



 

June 2014           BSGE’s Official Buzz                    Page 16

A group of seniors pose in Douglaston Manor’s gardens. 
Photo credit: Maris Calpo

Senior girls pose in the Forest Hills Gardens before prom.
Photo credit: Izzy Hernandez

Photo credit: (left) Lauren Katzenstein, (right) Vanessa Mejia
To view more 2014 senior prom pictures, check out the Facebook pages of Samantha Calpo, Izzy Hernandez, Lauren Katzenstein,the Instagram pages of other seniors, or Vanessa’s 
blog: www.spoonfulof-happiness.blogspot.com

From upper left, clockwise: 
Photo credit: Samantha Calpo
Seniors Adia Wilson and Daniel Uvaydov are crowned Prom Queen and King.
BSGE Class of 2014! Photo credit: Vanessa Rabines


