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June 13th, 2014 
 
 
 
Dear future 10th grade students and parents, 
 
Research indicates that if you read during the summer, you are more likely to do better academically 
during the school year.  We want you to read a fiction and a non-fiction text from the lists provided.  
We also want you to read carefully and respond to the texts using the strategies you have been 
practicing in your classes all year long. In addition to the summer reading, you are required to begin the 
personal project process. Your new advisor will collect all the assignments in September and you will 
also discuss them in your advisory.  It is recommended that you begin the summer assignments in July 
since they will require a substantial amount of time. 
 
 

 
1. Summer Reading 

 
~Read at least two books, one fiction and one non-fiction, from the attached list.  Complete 
the reading activities.   
 
~See the attached documents for books lists, the description of the activities and the rubrics.   
Dedicate at least 20 minutes a day to independent reading and the related activities. 

 
 

2. Personal Project 
 

~ Begin the necessary reflection for the Personal Project.  
 
~ Complete the library scavenger hunt and go to the Mid-Manhattan Public Library to  
     check-out at least one book related to the potential topic(s) of your personal project.  The 
     book should be with you on the first day of school, September 9th, 2013. 
 

               See the attached documents for specific directions and requirements. 
 

  

    THE Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
         34-12 36th Avenue, Astoria,  NY 11106 

Phone:   718-361-5275       Fax:   718-361-5395      Website: www.bsge.org 

Kel ly J.  Johnson 
Principal  
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Summer Independent Reading 
Directions 

 
Task #1  Non-Fiction 
 

¨ Provide an objective summary of the text in your own words (approximately one 
paragraph). 

 
¨ Identify the central idea of the book and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including where and how it emerges and how it is shaped and refined by three 
separate and specific details.  Be sure to quote the three details fully and accurately. The 
discussion of each detail’s contribution to the emergence, shaping and refinement of the 
central idea should be approximately one page, typed. 

 
¨ After you read the book, look back and consider how the author unfolds an analysis OR a 

series of ideas or events (this should span approximately a chapter).  Describe and 
analyze: 

 
§ the order in which the points are made 
§ how they are introduced 
§ how they are developed 
§ how connections are drawn between them. 

  

Task #2  Fiction  
 

¨ As you are reading, keep a reading response journal and write or type at least ten 
entries.  The quotations for the journal should help you answer the essential questions: 

 
What techniques are used by the author to tell the story effectively?  
To what extent do new experiences alter a person’s memory of a past event? 
What is the relationship between prior experience and current perception? 
How do people attempt to forget or change the past? 

 
You should have at least ten quotations and responses for each book.  
See the attached rubric. 

 
 

¨ Once you are finished reading the book, write a 550 - 650 word response to one of the 
following: 

 
• Describe an experience you have had that was like the experience of a character in 

the book. 
• Explain how a character in the book changed from the beginning to the end. 
• Write another part of the story where you describe what happened to the main 

character after the story ended. 
 

See the attached rubric. 
 

The response should be typed, double-spaced, using Times New Roman 12pt font and 
one inch margins. 
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Summer Independent Reading 

Rubrics 
 
Non-Fiction Response 
 
Scores 7-6 Excellent 5-4 Good 3-2 Fair 1-0 Needed More 

Effort  
 Student wrote a very 

clear and objective 
summary in his/her 
own words. Student 
clearly identified the 
main idea of the text 
and fully discussed the 
development of the 
idea. 

Student wrote a clear 
and subjective 
summary in his/her 
own words. Student 
accurately identified 
the main idea of the 
text and discussed the 
development of the 
idea. 

Student wrote a 
somewhat unclear 
subjective summary in 
his/her own words. OR 
Student did not 
accurately identify the 
main idea of the text 
and/or discuss the 
development of the 
idea. 

Student wrote an 
unclear subjective 
summary. AND/OR 
Student plagiarized. 
Student did not 
accurately identify the 
main idea of the text 
and discuss the 
development of the 
idea. 

 
 
 
 
 
Fictional Text - Reading Responses 
 
Scores        7-6        5-4       3-2      1-0 

 The passages are well 
chosen, clear, cohesive 
and related to at least 
one essential question 
each.  
The responses 
exemplify careful, 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. 
The student went 
above and beyond the 
required number of 
quotations and 
responses.  The 
responses do not have 
grammatical errors. 

Most passages are well 
chosen, clear, cohesive 
and related to at least 
one essential question 
each.  
The responses mostly 
exemplify careful, 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. 
The student responded 
to ten quotations. The 
responses do not have 
many grammatical 
errors. 

Some passages are well 
chosen, clear, cohesive 
and related to at least 
one essential question 
each. AND/OR Most 
passages are somewhat 
related to at least one 
essential question but 
are not always clear or 
cohesive. 
Some responses 
exemplify careful and 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. AND/OR 
The student responded 
to less than ten 
quotations. AND/OR 
The responses have 
grammatical errors to 
the extent that clarity 
of meaning is 
compromised. 

Most passages are not 
well chosen, clear, 
cohesive and related to 
at least one essential 
question. 
A few responses 
exemplify careful and 
critical and evaluative 
thinking. AND/OR 
The student responded 
to less than ten 
quotations. AND/OR 
The responses have 
grammatical errors to 
the extent that clarity 
of meaning is 
compromised. 
AND/OR The student 
did not submit this 
assignment. 
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Summer Independent Reading 

10th Grade Summer Book List 
 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
 
• In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 “Controversial and compelling, In Cold Blood reconstructs the murder in 1959 of a 
 Kansas farmer, his wife and both their children.”  –Amazon 

 
 
 
• The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 

  “A New York Times bestseller that has changed the way readers view the ecology of 
  eating, this revolutionary book by award winner Michael Pollan asks the seemingly 
  simple question: What should we have for dinner? Tracing from source to table each 
  of the food chains that sustain us-whether industrial or organic, alternative or  
  processed-he develops a portrait of the American way of eating.”  – Barnes and Noble 
 

 
 

• Soccernomic by Simon Kepur and Stefen Syzmanski   
“…journalist Kuper and economist Szymanski apply cold, hard facts to our commonly 
held beliefs about the beautiful game and tell us that everything we think we know is 
wrong.”  - Keir Graff (Amazon.com) 

 
 
 

• The Lives of a Cell by Lewis Thomas 
“Elegant, suggestive, and clarifying, Lewis Thomas's profoundly humane vision  
explores the world around us and examines the complex interdependence of all 
things.”  – Barnes and Noble 
 
 
 

• Naked Economics by Charles Wheelan 
“Finally! A book about economics that won’t put you to sleep. In fact, you won’t be 
able to put this bestseller down. In our challenging economic climate, this perennial 
favorite of students and general readers is more than a good read, it’s a necessary 
investment—with a blessedly sure rate of return. Demystifying buzzwords, laying bare 
the truths behind oft-quoted numbers, and answering the questions you were always 
too embarrassed to ask, the breezy Naked Economics gives readers the tools they need 
to engage with pleasure and confidence in the deeply relevant, not so dismal science.” 
              -Barnes and Noble 

 
   
 

 



 5 

Summer Independent Reading 
10th Grade Summer Book List 

 
Fiction 

 
• In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez   

“This is a tale of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise 
of the Trujillo dictatorship.” –Amazon 

 
 
• Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick 

“A final, apocalyptic, world war has killed millions, driving entire species into 
extinction and sending the majority of mankind off-planet. Those who remain, 
venerate all remaining examples of life, and owning an animal of your own is both a 
symbol of status and a necessity. For those who can't afford an authentic animal, 
companies build incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep . . . even 
humans.”  -Barnes and Noble 

 
 
• Zeitoun by Dave Eggers 

“In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, longtime New Orleans residents Abdulrahman and 
Kathy Zeitoun are cast into an unthinkable struggle with forces beyond wind and 
water. In this startling and deeply humane work of nonfiction, readers will witness our 
country's worst natural disaster through new eyes, encountering all the hope and 
contradiction of a unique moment in American history.”  -Barnes and Noble 

 
 
• Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

“Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an encyclopedic 
knowledge of animal behavior, a fervent love of stories, and practices not only his 
native Hinduism, but also Christianity and Islam. When Pi is sixteen, his family 
emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their 
zoo animals bound for new homes. The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, 
his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 
450-pound Bengal tiger.”  - Amazon 

 
 
• The Wind Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki Murakami 

  “Japan's most highly regarded novelist now vaults into the first ranks of international 
  fiction writers with this heroically imaginative novel, which is at once a detective  
  story, an account of a disintegrating marriage, and an excavation of the buried secrets 
  of World War II.”  – Barnes and Noble 
 
 

• God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
“Equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political drama, 

 it is the story of an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in  
 1969.” - Amazon 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PERSONAL PROJECT 

 
What is the Personal Project? 

 
The personal project is an important part of the Middle Years Program of the International 
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) since it is a culminating project that exemplifies the ability of a 
student to use the skills learned from the 7th through 10th grades.  It is student-led in that the topics are 
personally selected and guiding questions are individually created.  The project is meant to be highly 
personal and creative, allowing students to approach a new interest through the types of learning and 
expression that are suited to the needs of the student. The personal project helps individuals become 
lifelong learners, a characteristic of the IB learner profile and part of the IB mission statement.  
Through the process, students are better prepared for the diploma program since the project encourages 
awareness of individual approaches to learning, strengths, areas of improvement, problem-solving and 
organization.  More significantly, students will be able to make connections between personal interests 
and academic skills to the broader world through the Areas of Interaction. 
(adapted from The Personal Project Guide, 2011 by the International Baccalaureate Organization) 
 

The personal project is meant to help students develop skills such as: 
 

Ø becoming aware of academic and personal obstacles, 
Ø realizing different ways to problem-solve, 
Ø understanding interests and ways students can further challenge themselves in areas of interest, 
Ø engaging in research at the main branch of the New York Public Library, 
Ø selecting relevant texts at appropriate reading levels, 
Ø planning and completing tasks while fulfilling requirements for regular course work, 
Ø approaching professionals for academic support and feedback and 
Ø understanding the importance of academic and personal balance and the role of planning and 

organization in the maintenance of balance. 
 
 

What kind of personal project can students create? 
 
Students can create a product that exemplifies answer(s) to the self-created guiding question and 
understanding of the topic.  A project can take the form of a film, play, literary work like a short story 
or a novel, construction of a model building or object, animation, a musical piece, artwork, a business 
enterprise, a fundraiser, graphic art and more.  You are not limited to these options but Power Point 
presentations are not considered projects. 
 
 

What will students do during the summer before the 10th grade  
in preparation for the personal project? 

 
Students have two main tasks related to the personal project:  
 

Ø Reflect and choose two topics of interest. 
Ø Learn about the New York Public Library and check-out one or more books on the topics of 

interest. 
 

See the attached documents for directions. 
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Personal Project 
Summer Assignment 

Task #1 
 
 

Reflecting and choosing topics 
 

Reflections should be typed and double-spaced using Times New Roman 12pt font and one-inch 
margins.  Each reflection, the first and second, should be a minimum of 250 words long. 

 
 

 
A. First Reflection  - Please answer all of the questions. 

 
1) What are your current hobbies and why do you engage in them?   
2) Which hobbies can be explored further?  Explain. 
3) List a few potential ideas for your personal project topic that were inspired by 
     this reflection. 

 
(Please note: the personal project cannot involve an activity in which you are 
already engaged unless you push the boundaries of your experience further.  For 
example, if you play basketball, the personal project should not focus on the 
improvement of your skills since that is already intentionally or unintentionally 
involved in playing.  You can, however, reflect on your experience as a basketball 
player and learn about another personal interest such as narrative screenwriting by 
creating a screenplay for a film about the transformative experience basketball 
provides to you a young man in Queens.) 
 
 

B. Second Reflection  
 
Name two ideas, skills and/or activities you have been curious about but have never 
had a chance to explore. For each, explain the reason you are interested in the idea, 
skill and/or activity and the reason you have never explored it. 
 

 
C. Based on both reflections, what are your two main topics of interest?   

Complete the table on the next page. 
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Directions: List your two main interests in the first column. In the second column, list the kind of 
sources needed to research the topic.  The third column is optional.  If you have an idea for the actual 
project, brainstorm the types of sources needed to learn how to create it (third column). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Topic Type(s) of research needed 
to learn about a topic 

Type(s) of research needed for 
the production of the project 
(You are not required to have an 
idea for a project at this point.) 

 
Example: 
The war in 
Syria 

 
- television reports about the war 
- newspaper articles and books  
  about the war in Syria  

 
I DO NOT HAVE IDEAS FOR A 
PROJECT YET. 

 
Example: 
Learning 
how to paint 
murals with 
influences 
from NYC and 
Beijing artists 
 

 
-books with murals painted in 
New York City and in Beijing 
 
-books about artists who painted 
murals in NYC and Beijing 

 
-books that teach spray painting 
and/or acrylic techniques 
 
-books on composition, painting on 
large surfaces 

 
Your 
Potential 
Topic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Your 
Potential 
Topic: 
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Personal Project 
Summer Assignment 

Task #2 
 

Mid-Manhattan Library Scavenger Hunt 

Task # 2a - Before you go to the Mid-Manhattan Library, call, text or chat with a 
librarian and ask at least one question about any research topic of your choice (record 
the question(s) and answer(s) at the bottom of this sheet). 

(The information below is adapted from www.NYPL.org.)  

 

(1) Call the NYPL at Telephone Reference: 917-ASK-NYPL (917-275-6975). They take calls Monday 
to Saturday 9 am to 6 pm, EST. 
 

(2) Text the NYPL! The library now offers free text message reference services (standard message rates 
apply). Text the NYPL at 66746 and start your question with AskNYPL. 
Example: AskNYPL What are the hours for Ottendorfer Library on Saturdays?  

They will respond as soon as possible. 
 

(3) Chat with a Librarian. If you enter your email address you'll get a complete transcript of the chat 
session, including live links to all Web pages, but you still can chat with them without entering your 
email address. 
(http://www.questionpoint.org/crs/servlet/org.oclc.admin.BuildForm?&page=accessable&institution=
10208&queue=NYPL&type=2&language=1) 

 
My question: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Librarian’s response (use additional sheets as needed): 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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T 
 
 
Task #2b – Before you go, plan out how are you going to get to the Mid-Manhattan 
Library (455 Fifth Avenue at 40th Street) and make sure to have a library card. 
 
 
 
 

1) In the lines below, write out how you are going to travel to and return home from the Mid-
Manhattan Library. In other words, what subway(s), bus(es) or combination of other transport 
(walking, car…) will you use to get there and back? 

 
The route I want to take is: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

2)  If you already have a NY Public Library Card fill in the information below.  If you do not already 
have a New York Public Library Card go online (http://www.nypl.org/help/library-card) for 
information about how you can get one. Once you get it, fill in your library card information below. 

 
My NY Library Card number is: ____________________________ 

 
My PIN number (for logging into your account online) is:  ____________________________ 

  



 11 

Task # 2c – Creating Keywords and Finding Books  
 

1) Create Keywords 
 
Refer to Task #1 part C and create a list of keywords associated with each topic.  Keywords 
should not include “and,” “a,” “of,” “is,” “to,” and “with.”  Focus on nouns and verbs. 
 
 
Example Topic:  
Syrian War 
 

Example Topic: 
Murals in New York 
City and Beijing 

 
Topic #1 

 
Topic #2 

 
Keywords: 
 
~Syria History 
~Syria Civil War 
~Syria 2011 
~Syria Government 
~Syria Politics 
~Middle East Syria 
 
 

 
Keywords: 
 
~Murals New York 
City 
~Murals Beijing 
~ Street Art New  
   York City 
~ Street Art Beijing 
~ Street Artists New 
   York City 
~ Street Artists 
   Beijing 
~ Mural Artists China 
~ Mural Artists United 
   States 

 
Keywords: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keywords: 

 
 

2) Find call numbers for library books. 
 
Go to the online library catalogue for the New York Public Library by going to 
http://catalog.nypl.org  
 
 
a) Type in keywords for the first topic and then scroll to the Collection:  “Mid-Manhattan.” 
b) Click on “submit.” 
c) Click on 5-10 books that are related to your topic and read the summary of each book.  If a 

summary is helpful and if the book is available, record information about the book on the next 
page. 

d) Type in keywords for the second topic and go through the same process. 
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Books at the Mid-Manhattan Branch of the New York Public Library 
(Use another sheet of paper if needed.) 

 
 

Title 
 

Author 
Call No. 

(the number used to find the book at the 
library – You will see a call number on 

the online catalogue.) 
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Task # 2d – Go to the Mid-Manhattan Library to get your personal project book(s) 
(finally!).  Once you gather the books using the call numbers on page 12, take time 
while at the library to complete the activity below. 
 
 
Use the following book interview forms for at least four books.  Study the answers to 
determine the usefulness of each book. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Name of the book _____________________________     Author__________________________ 
Year of publication __________ 
 
a. Read the front and back covers.  Do you think the information in this book will be useful?  (Circle one) 

Yes                   Maybe     No 
 
b. Read the first five pages of the book.  To what extent does the reading level match your reading level? 

Minimal           Fair     Great 
 
c. Skim the list of references found in the back of the book.  Do see any additional titles of books or 
resources that may be useful to your project? 

Yes                    Maybe     No 
 
d. Read the Table of Contents.  Does the book have chapters or sections that may be useful for your project? 
     Yes (1-5 useful chapters)  Yes (6-10 useful chapters)   No 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Name of the book _____________________________     Author__________________________ 
Year of publication __________ 
 
a. Read the front and back covers.  Do you think the information in this book will be useful?  (Circle one) 

Yes                   Maybe     No 
 
b. Read the first five pages of the book.  To what extent does the reading level match your reading level? 

Minimal           Fair     Great 
 
c. Skim the list of references found in the back of the book.  Do see any additional titles of books or 
resources that may be useful to your project? 

Yes                    Maybe     No 
 
d. Read the Table of Contents.  Does the book have chapters or sections that may be useful for your project? 
     Yes (1-5 useful chapters)  Yes (6-10 useful chapters)   No 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Name of the book _____________________________     Author__________________________ 
Year of publication __________ 
 
a. Read the front and back covers.  Do you think the information in this book will be useful?  (Circle one) 

Yes                   Maybe     No 
 
b. Read the first five pages of the book.  To what extent does the reading level match your reading level? 

Minimal           Fair     Great 
 
c. Skim the list of references found in the back of the book.  Do see any additional titles of books or 
resources that may be useful to your project? 

Yes                    Maybe     No 
 
d. Read the Table of Contents.  Does the book have chapters or sections that may be useful for your project? 
     Yes (1-5 useful chapters)  Yes (6-10 useful chapters)   No 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
  
Name of the book _____________________________     Author__________________________ 
Year of publication __________ 
 
a. Read the front and back covers.  Do you think the information in this book will be useful?  (Circle one) 

Yes                   Maybe     No 
 
b. Read the first five pages of the book.  To what extent does the reading level match your reading level? 

Minimal           Fair     Great 
 
c. Skim the list of references found in the back of the book.  Do see any additional titles of books or 
resources that may be useful to your project? 

Yes                    Maybe     No 
 
d. Read the Table of Contents.  Does the book have chapters or sections that may be useful for your project? 
     Yes (1-5 useful chapters)  Yes (6-10 useful chapters)   No 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 
Task # 2e – Based on the above book interview forms choose at least one 

book to check out from the library. Bring this book to Advisory on Monday, 
September 4, 2014 (the first day of school).   
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Task # 2f - Below is a list of all of the holdings and services of the Mid-Manhattan 
Library which are divided by floor and section.  On this list, circle or hi-light all of the 
sections on all of the floors that you visited or used when you went to the Mid-
Manhattan Library. 
 
(The information below is adapted from www.NYPL.org.)  

 
First Floor  

• Children's Books 
• Children’s Media 
• Media Collection 
• Young Adult Fiction 
• Young Adult Non-Fiction 
• Young Adult Media 
• Best Sellers 
• DVD's and CD's 
• Graphic Novels 
• The Corner Room 

Second Floor  

• 800s - Anthologies, Writing, Poetry, Plays, and Literary Criticism 
• Fiction 
• Large Print 
• Mysteries, Science Fiction, Westerns 

Third Floor  

• 000 - 099 Computers, Information, and General Works 
• 100s - Philosophy and Psychology 
• 200s - Religion 
• 300s - Social Sciences 
• 400s - Language Learning, Linguistics, Dictionaries 
• 500s - Mathematics, Science 
• 600s - Health, Cooking, Gardening 
• 700s - Art, Architecture, Drawing, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, Sports 
• Picture Collection - The Picture Collection is available for circulation and reference and contains well 

over one million original prints, photographs, posters, postcards and illustrations from books, 
magazines and newspapers. 
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Fourth Floor 

• General Reference Collection 
• Internet and Computer Services - Computers for public use, Laptop Docking, Wi-Fi, Printing       

(from PC) 

Fifth Floor 

• 900s - History, Geography, Country Studies 
• Biographies 
• World Languages Collection - The World Languages Collection is a unique, centrally located 

circulating collection of books and magazines in languages other than English. 

Also available in this library 

• Microfilm reader/printers 
• Assistive Technologies: Screen Reading Software, Screen magnification Software, Assistive 

Amplification Systems, Personal Reading Machines, Telecommunications Devices for the Deaf 
(TTY's), VRS (Video Relay Service), Jaws, Magic 

• Printing and Copy Services: Photocopiers (black/white, self-service), Photocopiers (color,              
self-service), Wheelchair Accessible Photocopiers 

• Circulation: Self-service check-out, Self-service Reserves Pick Up, Checkout and Return of all Types 
of Library Materials 

• Computer Services: Computers for Public Use, Wireless Internet Access, Printing (from PC), 
Wheelchair Accessible Computers, Electrical Outlets Available, Laptops for Public Use 

• Book Drop Box (limited hours) 

The Commute 
 
My commute from home to the Mid-Manhattan Library took ________________(hours/minutes).  
The route I took was: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
My commute from the Mid-Manhattan Library back to my home 
took______________(hours/minutes).  The route I took was: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2) Circle one of these two:      Next time I will use the same route.       
 
     Next time I will use a different route.  

Maybe I will try (fill in below):  
 

______________________________________________________ 
   

______________________________________________________ 


