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Task for the Summer 

•   Obtain one book and one scholarly article about the community issue 
of your choice.  

•   Prepare index cards in order to present a five-minute oral presentation to 
the class. 

•   Present what you have learned about the issue, supporting your ideas 
with specific quotes from your two texts. 

Due: In Advisory the week of September 12, 2016 

 
 

Introduction to the Community Research Project 
 
What is the Community Research Project? 
 
The Community Research Project (CRP) is BSGE’s new 10th grade year-long 
independent project; this new element of the IB program replaces the Personal Project. 
It has many of the features of the Personal Project, but incorporates an emphasis on the 
global community, IB’s new way of looking at internationalism.  
 
The CRP is meant to be highly personal and creative, allowing students to approach 
issues of interest or concern that impact their community. The CRP will help students 
develop characteristics of the IB Learner Profile. Through the process, students will 
become better prepared for the Diploma Program, since the project encourages 
awareness of individual approaches to learning, strengths, areas of improvement, 
problem-solving, and organization. More significantly, students will be able to make 
connections between topics of global significance and what is happening in their own 
lives, neighborhoods, and circles of acquaintance.  
 
The Community Project is meant to help students develop research, career-related, and 
activism skills. Students will: 
 

•   Engage in research using physical and online library resources 
•   Select relevant texts at appropriate reading levels 
•   Analyze texts for relevant ideas 
•   Plan and complete independent tasks while fulfilling requirements for regular 

coursework during the school year. 
 
 
  



Community Research Project 
BSGE - Summer 2016  Name  
 

2 
 

What is the Theme of this year’s CRP? 
 
This year’s theme is Global Migrations. The theme provides a way to connect a global 
issue to your local community.  
 
Global Migrations deals with the movement of groups of people outside of their 
homelands to strange new places, and the experiences these people have in their new 
lands. The theme demonstrates the experience of our shared history (examples include 
the many waves of immigration that have resulted in the diversity of New York City’s 
neighborhoods) and topics relevant to breaking news (examples: Syrian refugees, 
undocumented immigrants and their American-born children). 
 
 
Possible Ideas for Topics 
 
You may choose any topic you want that is related to the concept of human migration 
and its relation to your community. How you define community is up to you: you can 
consider it to be your neighborhood, borough, or city; your school, your group of friends, 
your extended family, or other group you come into regular contact with; or the cultural, 
ethnic, linguistic, or religious group(s) you identify with. 
 
You may want to read a little bit about migration before you start brainstorming. A good 
place to start is this Wikipedia article: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_migration 
 
Browse the article and others linked to it, especially the “See also” articles at the 
bottom. 
 
NOTE: You are not restricted to the topics below. They are listed to give you an idea of 
the kind of topics you can think about for your project.  
 

ü   Refugees finding new homes in different communities of New York City 
ü   The experience of being an undocumented immigrant in this city 
ü   Mental health issues around forced migration to a new city 
ü   Murals and artwork based on the immigrant experience 
ü   History of your neighborhood and the ways in which it has become identified with 

specific ethnic groups over time 
ü   Individuals shunned and alienated by family and community and forced to begin 

a new life in New York City 
ü   Immigrants being forced to live in specific neighborhoods 
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Reflection: Please answer all of the questions. 
 

1.   What are some current issues within your neighborhood or community?   

2.   Which issues in your community would you like to explore and do something 
about?  

3.   List a few potential ideas for your CRP topic that were inspired by this reflection. 
Be sure this idea can be linked to Global Migrations.   

4.   What attracts you to this issue and why?  

 
  



Community Research Project 
BSGE - Summer 2016  Name  
 

4 
 

Library Scavenger Hunt 
 
Task 1 
 
If you already have a NY Public Library Card, fill in the information below.   
 
If you do not already have a New York Public Library Card, go online 
(http://www.nypl.org/help/library-card) for information about how you can get one.  
 
Once you get it, fill in your library card information below. 
 

•   My NY Library Card number is:          
 

•   My PIN (for logging into my account online) is:        
 
 
Task 2 – Create Keywords and Find Books  
 

1.   Create Keywords: Refer to your reflection and create a list of keywords 
associated with each topic.  Keywords should not include “and,” “a,” “of,” “is,” “to,” 
and “with.”  Focus on nouns and verbs. 

 
Example Topic:  
Syrian War 
 

Example Topic: 
Murals in New York City 
and Beijing 

 
My Topic  

Keywords 
•   Syrian History 
•   Syrian Civil War 
•   Syria 2011 
•   Syrian 

Government 
•   Syrian Politics 
•   Middle East 

Keywords 
•   Murals New York 
•   Murals Beijing 
•   Street Art New 

York City 
•   Street Art Beijing 
•   Street Artists 

Beijing 
•   Mural Artists 

China 
•   Mural Artists 

United States 
•   Graffiti Art New 

York 
•   Graffiti Art Bejing 
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2.   Find call numbers for library books. Go to the online library catalogue for the New 
York Public Library by going to http://catalog.nypl.org  

 
a)   Type in keywords for the first topic and then scroll to the Collection: “Mid-

Manhattan.” 
b)   Click on “submit.” 
c)   Click on 5-10 books that are related to your topic and read the summary of 

each book.  If a summary is helpful and if the book is available, record 
information about the book on the next page. 

 
Books at the Mid-Manhattan Branch of the New York Public Library 

 
Title 

 
Author 

Call Number 
(the number used to find the book at 
the library – You will see a call number 
on the online catalogue.) 
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Task 3 - Find a Scholarly Article 
 
For this task, go to the website www.nypl.org and log in with your library card. Click on 
Research and then Articles and Databases. Scroll down and click on Academic 
Search Premier. Enter your keywords in the search box. Click search and browse the 
articles.  
 
Choose two articles that are appropriate to your topic. You may print these articles.  
 
Use one of these articles for your Advisory presentation. Read and annotate the text. 
Plan a brief presentation of your article using index cards. Remember, your whole 
presentation with your one book and one article will be five minutes in length.  
 
Article Title:             
 
Journal Title:             
 
Author(s):             
 
Summary of Article:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Community Research Project 
BSGE - Summer 2016  Name  
 

7 
 

 
Task 4 – Visit the Mid-Manhattan Library  
 
Why the Mid-Manhattan Library? The Mid-Manhattan Library is the largest lending 
library in New York City (and one of the largest in the world). While it is not as big as the 
Main branch of the NYPL, the Schwarzman building on 42nd Street and 5th Avenue, that 
branch does not lend out any books.  
 
Go to the library to look at the books you listed on page 5.  Once you gather the books 
using the call numbers you wrote down, take time while at the library to complete the 
activity below. 
 
Use the following book interview forms for at least two books.  Study the answers to 
determine the usefulness of each book. 
 
              
 
Title of Book                  
 
Author     Year of Publication      
 
a. Read the front and back covers.  Do you think this book will be useful?  (Circle one) 

 
 Yes Maybe No 
 
b. Read the first five pages of the book.  Does the reading level match yours? 

 
 Too Easy Good Challenging Difficult 
 
c. Skim the list of references found in the back of the book.  Do see any additional titles 
of books or resources that may be useful to your project? 

 
 Yes Maybe No 
 
d. Read the Table of Contents.  Does the book have chapters or sections that may be 
useful for your project? 

 
 Yes (Many chapters) Maybe (1-2 chapters) No 
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