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BSGE PTA Minutes   

Tuesday, June 6, 2017  

 

Welcome  

Nancy Northrop, PTA Co-President, opened the meeting and welcomed parents. She noted that 

several members of the Executive Board had just come from the SLT meeting which takes place 

just prior to the PTA meeting.  Also in attendance from the PTA Executive Board: Cecilia 

Cheng, Co-President; Karen Chu, Treasurer; and Jennifer Leveau, Co-Recording Secretary. 

Margaret Pasach, Parent Coordinator, was also present.  

 

Reading and Approval of Minutes  

A copy of the minutes of the May 2017 PTA meeting was distributed to those in attendance. 

Nancy Northrop, PTA Co-President, asked parents if they had any questions about the minutes or 

if anything needed clarification. A motion was made to approve the minutes by Daisy Avila, 

which was seconded by Cecilia Cheng and unanimously approved by a show of hands.  

 

Treasurer’s Report  

Karen Chu, the treasurer, reviewed the BSGE PTA’s Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss 

Statement for the month of May 2017. Copies were circulated to those in attendance.  Total PTA 

contributions in May were $9,222.20, with an additional $200.00 legacy and bequest given for 

Robotics and $208.63 raised through other means.  Total income in May was $9,630.83.  Total 

PTA expenses in May were $955.13, largely due to a $780.00 payment for printing of the school 

newspaper.  Year to date we have raised $47,432.60 in total  income and spent $14,531, although 

we still have large outstanding payments, including afterschool and fees for the accountant who 

helped us obtain our 501(c)3 status. 

 

Nancy noted that she emailed Peter Wilson regarding the $1452.93 that was raised by former 

student Kyle Diangkinay to help free- and reduced-price lunch kids visit colleges.  Peter will try 

and use the funds over the summer. 

 

PTA Elections 

Eric announced one more chance to run for any of the positions and requested nominations from 

the floor.  The following candidates had nominated themselves for the PTA Executive Board for 

2017-2018: 

   
Nancy Northrop       Co-President 

Trevor Harris             Co-President 

Cecilia Cheng             Vice President 

Karen Chu                  Co-Treasurer 

Nick Leahy                Co-Treasurer 

Jennifer Leveau         Co-Recording Secretary 

Serena Reisner           Co-Recording Secretary 



  
With no more nominations and 2nd and 3rd Vice President positions still open, Eric closed the 

nominations. A motion was made by Valia Vlamis-Sparakis to approve the candidates and 

seconded by Maria A. Font.  The candidates were unanimously approved.  Nancy Northrop 

explained the role of the PTA with the SLT and the mandatory roles. Eric explained the benefits 

of being on the SLT and working closely with the teachers and the administration on the CEP 

(comprehensive educational plan). Trevor also mentioned it is great to be involved in the SLT. 

Mr. Mehan explained that he has been on the SLT since the beginning and it has been very 

helpful.  

 

The candidates for the SLT are as follows:  

Trevor Harris – 1 year position 

Jeff Groner – 2 year position 

Daisy Avila – 2 year position 

 
Eric closed the nominations. A motion was made by Valia Vlamis-Sparakis to approve the 

candidates and seconded by Nick Leahy.  The candidates were unanimously approved.   

 

PTA Funding Requests 

Cecilia and Nancy had a meeting with Ms. Johnson to discuss priorities. (Having the SLT 

meeting back to back with the PTA meeting has limited the amount of time to discuss PTA needs 

with Ms. Johnson.) There are many needs of the school beyond the afterschool program. Ms. 

Johnson would like to have as standing items: 

 

 $15,000 for IB expenses (rental space for the exam and also fees.) Most years, the state 

pays for students that qualify for free lunch. The fee is $850 and the state usually comes 

through at the last minute. BSGE must also rent a large space to hold the tests because the 

IB org requires 6 ft between every student. Mr. Mehan explained that the exams are taken 

during school hours and there is no space available in the school. 

 $4,000 for professional development (IB training), up from the currently budgeted 

$2,500. Ms. Johnson’s goal is to have every teacher at the IB level. 

 $15,000 for a part-time librarian. Ms. Johnson would like a librarian to help support IB 

students with the extended essay and generally with students completing research 

projects and papers – to help students better understand how to do research on line. There 

is a state law to have a librarian in the school 

 

Nancy asked for approval from the PTA for each of the funding requests. A motion to approve 

was made by Patricia Audrin and seconded by Jennifer Leveau. Another motion was made to 

approve the librarian fees by Daisy Avila and seconded by Stephanie Fowler.  All requests were 

approved. 

 

PTA Budget Approval 

Karen presented the proposed budget for 2017/2018. We are projecting total income next year of 

$40,600.  The budget assumes the following major expenditures: $15,000 for after school, 

$15,000 to help offset  IB fees and space rental, $15,000 for the school librarian, $5,000 in fees 

for the accountant for the 501(c)3 and other fees, $4,000 for staff professional development.  If 

all expenses are paid out, we would see a total expenditure of $66.450 (although we do not 

expect all expenditures to be realized and we will dip into savings). The fiscal year ends on June 



30th. A motion was made to approve the budget by Valia Vlamis-Sparakis and seconded by Nick 

Leahy. 

 

Fundraising update 

Cecilia gave an update on the various fundraising channels. TD Bank (use code AG580) gives a 

percentage for both new accounts and existing accounts. Amazon Smile earns us 0.5% on most 

purchases. The Target program is being discontinued. Stop and Shop (if you link the card) goes 

directly to the school. “Shoparoo” is an app that one can download onto their phone, snap 

pictures of receipts and earn cash for the school. Points are earned based on the type of receipt 

that is sent into the app. Points are then redeemed for cash for the school. So far we have 25 

supporters and we have passed the 50k point mark. Box Tops can continue to be collected as 

long as BSGE has a middle school. We will need a coordinator to help next year. If you have any 

free money opportunities for school, feel free to contact Cecilia. A parent also mentioned that 

Fairway has a program and Cecilia will look into it. 

 

Approval of Revised Bylaws 

Nancy summarized the bylaws changes that were approved at the last meeting, noting that the 

current bylaws and the draft bylaws had been sent out to all members.  A motion to approve the 

revised bylaws was made by Patricia Audin and seconded by Valia Vlamis-Sparakis.  The 

motion was unanimously approved.  The new bylaws require the creation of two committees. 

Trevor Harris and Patricia Audrin volunteered for the Membership Committee.  Jennifer Leveau 

and Serena Reisner volunteered for the Fundraising Committee. 

 

SLT Update  

Nancy presented a brief summary of what was discussed at the earlier SLT meeting.  The SLT 

has begun focusing on the 2017-18 CEP.  Cecilia gave an update on her work to ensure that 

BSGE in correctly ranked in the US News and World Report and Washington Post high school 

rankings.  

 

Principal’s Update  

Principal Kelly Johnson answered questions about the possibility of a new space or annex. Jeff 

mentioned a space on 33rd Street. Ms. Johnson prefers a space across the street (something that 

doubles as a theatre and a space for the gym), as well as a longer lease. (The current lease expires 

in 2030). Ms. Johnson also mentioned that there will not be a schedule change for next year: 

8:40am to 3:30pm due to logistics.  The 45 minute periods may possibly be increased to 55 

minutes. Hopefully next year there will be some more field trips. Ms. Johnson mentioned some 

budget requests for Seniors (i.e. student party). Yoga mats also have to be laundered and Ms. 

Jackson will be leaving for maternity leave. 

Upcoming Events  

 Wed, June 28: Staff Appreciation Lunch. Many thanks to the parents who volunteered to 

help the PTA with the lunch. (Daisy, Helen, Jennifer, Cecilia, Nancy, Jeff)  

 7th grade field day: Mr. Mehan mentioned that there will be more details coming. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Cecilia Cheng and seconded by Serena Reisner. 

The meeting ended at 8:30pm.  

  


