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BSGE PTA Minutes  
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

 

Welcome 
Nancy Northrop, PTA Co-President, opened the meeting and welcomed parents. She noted that 

several members of the Executive Board had just come from the SLT meeting which now takes 

place just prior to the PTA meeting,  noting that all parents are welcome at the SLT meeting.  

Also in attendance from the PTA Executive Board: Cecilia Cheng, Co-President; Karen Chu, 

Treasurer; Rosa Gonzalez and Jennifer Leveau, Co-Recording Secretaries.  Margaret Pasach, 

Parent Coordinator, was also present.  

 

Reading and Approval of Minutes 
A copy of the minutes of the October 18, 2016 PTA meeting was distributed to those in attend-

ance.  Rosa Gonzalez, co-recording secretary, asked parents if they had any questions about the 

minutes or if anything needed clarification. Parents asked for information that was discussed at 

the prior meeting: Why doesn't BSGE have access to the Most Precious Blood gym as it did last 

year? It was explained that due to the renovations underway at the site, the gym is not available 

for us to use. Another parent asked why was the 9th grade team building trip cancelled? Nancy 

said that we would wait for Ms. Johnson to address the PTA for the definitive answer. A motion 

was made to approve the minutes by Scott Waldman, which was seconded by Cecilia Cheng and 

unanimously approved by a show of hands. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Karen Chu, the treasurer, reviewed the BSGE PTA’s Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss 

Statement for the month of September, 2016.  Copies were circulated to those in attendance. 

PTA contributions for September was $5,000.00. Year to date fundraising efforts and profits 

$6,081.98. Expenses for the year total $2,007.01, which includes the rental fee for the YMCA, 

the staff appreciation BBQ, and the returned deposit for the 9th grade trip. Karen did report that 

she had just received the check back from the YMCA for the rental fee- which will be reflected 

in next month’s treasury report. Nancy explained that someone from the DOE had promised to 

find us space for our basketball games.  

 

Fundraising Update: 
PTA Co-President Nancy congratulated parent Serena Reisner for developing a crowd-funding 

page for BSGE on the site Generosity.com, noting that we received $5,000 in donations within 

hours of our email announcing the site. Thanks to Serena’s efforts and initiative, parents can now 

donate directly to the BSGE PTA on-line, including providing specific support for programs like 

after school activities, IB ART and IB Music. Terrific work! Serena urged parents to share the 

information with family and friends to increase donations. Any amount is welcome and dona-

tions are tax deductible. Nancy noted that donations are coming in and thanked families but did 

note that we are behind last year’s numbers. Nancy also mentioned that our basketball team cur-

rently uses the Frank Sinatra HS gym for practices some mornings at 6:30am.  

 

SLT Update: 
DOE sent an email indicating the community meeting would be postponed from November to 

January or February; which leaves BSGE in a vulnerable position. Ms. Johnson sent her counter 



 

plan which is to take in 2 streams of 7th graders and have 4 streams of 9th graders in the fall of 

2017.  BSGE will have a bridge program similar to the one they had in the past to ease the transi-

tion and provide support to the identified new 9th graders. The makeup of the streams will de-

pend on the coursework studied in the eighth grade and what Regents exams the new ninth grad-

ers have taken in middle school.   

 

Parent Teacher Conferences: 

Nancy urged parents to attend the upcoming parent-teacher conferences, an important opportuni-

ty to speak with teachers about how students are doing and how to support them. 

 

Parent Coordinator Update: 
Margaret mentioned that she is working with Peter Wilson, the college advisor, on a financial aid 

night. She is waiting for the final approval. More information will be forth coming.  

 

Principal’s Update:  
Principal Kelly Johnson addressed the parents and gave them an update on the DOE’s decision to 

delay the transition of the BSGE into a high school. The previous decision to eliminate the 7th 

and 8th grade was postponed. Two streams of 7th grade students will be admitted in 2017 and 2 

streams of students will be admitted in 2018.  After that BSGE will stop admitting 7th and 8th 

grade students and become exclusively an IB Diploma high school. This decision will strengthen 

the school’s existing IB Program and allow resources to be allocated toward IB ART, a future IB 

Music and to add computer science for high school students. 

 

9th grade admissions: Ms. Johnson also informed the parents that 4 streams of 9th grade students 

will be admitted for next September.  She expects to offer a summer bridge program for those 

students who need extra help before starting 9th grade, including students who have not taken the 

science and algebra Regent classes in 8th grade.   

 

Advisory: Ms Johnson also addressed the changes in the structure of the curriculum which in-

cluded changing Advisory into a more relaxed period where students can catch up on h.w. and 

have fun. Students will receive a Pass/Fail grade as opposed to a numerical one. 

 

Parent Involvement: One of the themes of the group’s discussion was to address parents who 

wished to become more involved with the school and wanted to bring their expertise and skill set 

to help –but didn’t know how. Ideas to create a Google Chat and bring back Class Parents was 

mentioned as examples of keeping parents connected. Ms. Johnson expressed interest in this as it 

would establish more of a sense of community among the parents and enhance school spirit. 

 

Miscellaneous: Parents also discussed the wish for the 12th grade trip to go to Europe. Another 

issue was the chronic problem of heavy knapsacks now that the students are fitting in more sub-

jects each day. A problem with the access code on Engrade by the parents was mentioned as 

well. Ms. Johnson and Mr. Meehan are working on resolving this. 

 

The meeting ended at 8:30pm. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 Winter Recess: Monday, December 26th – Monday, January 2nd – School closed 

 BSGE SLT: Tuesday, January 10th, 5:00 pm 

 BSGE PTA: Tuesday, January 10th, 6:30 pm 

 


