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BSGE PTA Minutes   

Tuesday, May 9, 2017  
  

 

Welcome  

Nancy Northrop, PTA Co-President, opened the meeting and welcomed parents.  Also in attendance 

from the PTA Executive Board: Cecilia Cheng, Co-President; Karen Chu, Treasurer; Jennifer Leveau, 

Co-Recording Secretary.  Margaret Pasach, Parent Coordinator, was also present.  

 

Reading and Approval of Minutes  

A copy of the minutes of the April 4, 2017 PTA meeting was distributed to those in attendance.  

Jennifer Leveau, co-recording secretary, asked parents if they had any questions about the minutes or if 

anything needed clarification. A motion was made to approve the minutes by Elaine Chan, which was 

seconded by Serena Reisner and unanimously approved by a show of hands. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

Karen Chu, the treasurer, reviewed the BSGE PTA’s Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Statement 

for the month of April 2017. Copies were circulated to those in attendance. PA contributions for April 

were $1,300.00.  Year-to-date we have raised $37,801.77, with $37,195.70 in contributions and an 

additional $606.20 through other efforts.  We have a balance of $54,947.01.  Nancy and Cecilia will 

meet with Ms. Johnson to discuss how best to spend the money to support the school.  There are also 

some items that have yet to be paid (some afterschool, school newspaper, staff appreciation lunch, etc).  

  

SLT Update 

Funding remains tight at the school.  On the positive side, 60 of the current 110 8th graders will be 

staying next year (compared with only 29 of the 108 8th graders last year), although the DOE admitted 

a total of 149 students, so next year’s 9th grade will be large.  The volatility in 9th grade admissions 

has led Ms. Johnson to decide that BSGE may not truncate 7th grade because she can control 

admissions (by accepting additional students off the wait list) so that there are enough students in the 

school to ensure adequate funding.  She has targeted accepting 60 7th grade students next year. 

 

PTA Bylaws 

The DOE has revised Chancellor’s Regulation A-660 which means we must revise our bylaws to be in 

compliance.  After careful review and consultation with the board and other members of PTA, Nancy 

prepared a draft of the revised bylaws and list of issues and questions which were emailed out to the 

general membership and discussed by the general membership at the May meeting. Proposed changes 

that were approved included the following: 

1. No term limits for elected PTA positions. 

2. Posting of the bylaws and minutes online will be done with the help of Serena Reisner. 

3. A copy of the bylaws and minutes is to be given to the Parent Coordinator and kept on file on 

school premises. 

4. Allowing members of the Executive Board to serve on the Nominating Committee if they are 

not running for office. 

5. Only allow for nominations from the floor in June for positions that remain open. 



6. Wording is to be changed in the bylaws to include the provision that anyone resigning from the 

Executive Board must notify the President as well as the Recording Secretary. 

7. Should someone need to be removed from office (which has never happened), the bylaws will 

now state that the review committee presentation will take place at the following PTA meeting. 

8. The language regarding the timing of Executive Board meetings remains untouched. 

9. Our meetings will continue to take place on the second Tuesday of the month except the June 

meeting, which will take place on the first Tuesday (to ensure quorum and ensure our election 

takes place prior to the June Queens High School Presidents’ Council election.) 

10. Two committees will be specified in the bylaws: a Membership Committee and Fundraising 

Committee. 

Staff Appreciation Lunch 

The staff appreciation lunch will be held on the last day of school. Anyone who can volunteer should 

contact the PTA. 

 

Funding Request: Jim Heine --in Robotics 

Congratulations to the BSGE Robotics Team led by Jim Heine which took his team to glory and 

finished in first place in Mechanical Design. Due to the success of the team and enthusiasm of its 

participants, an opportunity to expand the team to include 7th-12th graders was proposed that would 

require the purchase of another robotics kit for $2,500. A motion was made to support the robotics 

team and the expenditure of the $2,500 before the end of the year. Plans to create a page for the team 

on gofundme.com are expected. 

 

Vote on Resolution to Support the Every School Speed Safety Act 

Nancy presented a request to support the Every School Speed Safety Act, an effort from Families for 

Safe Streets to install speed cameras in front of schools to reduce pedestrian injuries and fatalities in 

crashes with speeding cars.  The membership voted unanimously to approve the resolution.  Nancy 

will inform Families for Safe Streets. 

 

Principal’s Update 

Principal Kelly Johnson discussed the options for foreign languages for next year.  A possibility to 

include Mandarin for the IB candidacy and diploma may be an option in the coming year. All current 

8th graders will continue with their current foreign language (French or Spanish) next year. 

 

PTA Election 

Eric Bergerson, who heads the Nominating Committee, announced the candidates who had contacted 

him over the past month for PTA Executive Board and SLT positions.  Additional nominations were 

taken at the May meeting.  Candidates were nominated to fill all mandatory PTA positions. A motion 

was made by Nancy to officially close the nominations at the end of the May PTA meeting, which was 

seconded and unanimously approved (although nominations will still be taken from the floor for all 

positions at the June meeting).  

 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

 Upcoming Events:  

 June 6th: PTA/SLT Elections 

 June 28th: Staff Appreciation Lunch 


