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Welcome  

Nancy Northrop, PTA Co-President, opened the meeting and welcomed parents and introduced the new 

PTA: Co-President Trevor Harris, Co-Treasurers Karen Chu and Nick Leahy, and Cecilia Cheng, who 

stepped down as Co-President and is now 1st Vice President.  Co-recording secretaries Jennifer Leveau, 

not in attendance today, and Serena Reisner is taking the minutes today. Parent Coordinator Margaret 

Pasach was also present. 

 

Ms. Nikolos, Music teacher, thanked the PTA for its support for the after school orchestra program, which 

she hopes will continue.  She also needs chaperones to come whenever we have a concert or field trips. 

 

Reading and Approval of Minutes  

A copy of the minutes of the June 2017 PTA meeting was distributed to those in attendance. Nancy asked 

parents if they had questions or clarifications. A motion was made to approve the minutes by Laura 

Yoshida, seconded by Ryan Myers, and unanimously approved by a show of hands.  

 

Treasurer’s Report  

Karen Chu, the treasurer, reviewed the BSGE PTA’s Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Statement for 

the month of June 2017. Copies were circulated to those in attendance. PTA contributions in June were 

$250. Robotics did their own fundraising -- $2298.  The PTA expenses included $7000 in IB fees and 

expenses, $3,896 to pay teachers for supporting after school, $659 for the staff appreciation luncheon, 

$3,600 in staff development, and $2,259 in direct support for after school programs. 

 

Last year we raised $49, 980 and spent $32, 406.  Our fiscal year-end balance was $48,294.48. 

 

Issue with CPA’s Bill  

Nancy noted that we have finally received the bill from the accountant who helped us obtain our 501(c)3 

status. The CPA had given an original estimate of $2,000 - $4,000, although we expected a slightly higher 

bill since he had assisted us with filing tax forms for our first time (Karen has subsequently filed them).  

However, the final bill was $8,400, which we asked him to review because it is so much higher than in his 

original estimate.  We budgeted $5,000.  Making the PTA aware of the issue. 

 

Fundraising update 

Cecilia mentioned free money options—if you shop through these organizations—Smile.Amazon.com 

instead of the regular Amazon website. We’ve been getting a check over $100 each quarter. Boxtops are 

still eligible as long as we have a middle school, so please send them in so they don’t expire. We get a 

check twice a year. Stop and Shop has a school rewards program from October to March. You need to 

register your Stop and Shop card online each year at the Stop and Shop School Rewards website. 

Shoparoo—an app, where we get money if you take a picture of your receipts. TD Bank for new accounts 

and linking new accounts. We just started with Fairway – take a card (or let us know if you need extra) – 

they give BSGE 3% on every purchase. 

 

We’re doing a big push to support the IB program. Every high school in NYC is stretched very thin, but 

IB has added requirements. Our suggested donation is $500. If you can give more, please do.  Any 

donation is greatly appreciated.  We’re encouraging families who can to give $1000 to help cover families 



that can’t afford $500. 43% of our students get free and reduced priced lunch. 

 

SLT update 

Trevor gave an update about the SLT meeting. Meets at 4pm before the PTA meeting and we encourage 

parents to attend. If you’re interested in participating, but can’t attend, you can also email us and we can 

present topics to be presented at the SLT. The SLT talked briefly about 

 10th grade trip 

 Advanced Regents diplomas 

 Class sizes 

 Teachers that have left and ones that have joined 

 

PTA Facebook page 

We set up a Facebook page to discuss topics of interest to the school community and a forum to share 

information. Search on Facebook for “BSGE PTA” – a closed group, so it asks questions like student 

name and grade, so we can verify that you are a BSGE parent. The goal is to help build community. 

 

Announcements 

We are very pleased to announce that we have received a $200,000 Technology grant from Melinda 

Katz’s office. Ms. Katz has been extremely supportive of our school, as has City Councilman Jimmy Van 

Bramer.  We have received in excess of $400,000 from them in the past few years and want to recognize 

their support.  

 

We have a sign up sheet for volunteers for our Fundraising and Membership committees, and we 

encourage you to join. Many of you have ideas to raise more funds and get more parents involved and 

keep everyone informed and engaged. 

 

Update from Parent Coordinator 
Margaret Pasach noted that under a new citywide initiative, school lunch is now free for all students.  But 

PLEASE complete the school lunch forms because the results determine all sorts of funding for the 

school.  We need all parents to complete the form. 

 

Curriculum Night on September 28th gives each parent the opportunity to spend 10 minutes with each of 

your children’s teachers. An informative night and it goes quickly.  

 

Margaret also mentioned being contacted by the Office of School Mental Health on guiding us on 

recognizing mental health issues. Connected with LGBTQ on gender identity.  Both topics were 

suggested for the PTA as workshops. 

 

Principal’s Update  

Ms. Johnson opened the floor for questions from Parents.  

 A parent suggested a Meet and Greet to help integrate the large number of new 9th grade students 

with returning 9th graders. Ms. Johnson expressed her openness to the idea and parents created a sign 

up sheet for volunteers to help arrange a 9th grade Meet and Greet. 

 Another parent suggested creating a Big Sibling/Little Sibling program, and some students 

approached Peter on Friday about it as part of their IB project. 

 One parent raised a concern about the turnover of teachers.  Teachers at BSGE originally taught 3 

classes and advisory. But the DOE has changed its funding formula so schools received funds for 

each student.  Under UFT contract, teachers are expected to teach 4 or 5 classes. BSGE is just 16 

years old and people see our rankings but we are still trying to figure out how to sustain it. It is 

preferable for a teacher to teach 4 classes with the same content in one grade. Ms. Johnson would like 

the PTA to raise $300,000 in funds to help reduce class sizes to no more than 30 children per class.  

Senior teachers in the school cost more. The teachers that left went to a school where they just have to 

teach 4 classes covering the same material. A current math teacher (12th grade) has 2 12th grade SL, 

an 11th grade SL and 11th grade Math Studies – teaching 150 students. Teachers are burnt out.  



 Last year the state cut the funding used to help offset the cost of IB exams for students who receive 

free and reduced price lunch, although this funding is still provided for students who take AP exams.  

Ms. Johnson encouraged parents to join a subcommittee and write to politicians asking that this 

funding be restored.   

 BSGE had 87 seniors last year – they all graduated, and they were offered a total of $22 million in 

scholarships from all the colleges that accepted them. The students accepted $5 million dollars in 

scholarships. We would like to continue this success. 

 A parent asked about the schedule for 10th grade and whether IB Music would still be offered.  Ms. 

Johnson noted that only 10 students wanted music, not enough for the class.  

 A parent asked why there are only 2 classes in 7th grade. Are we slowly transitioning from a middle 

school to high school?  Ms. Johnson noted she vacillates, but currently supports the idea of the DOE 

creating IB middle schools that could feed into BSGE.  This would make for a stronger high school 

that also meets the needs of the Queens community.  She is asking parents to help identify schools 

that have a rigorous middle school program.  

 A parent raised the issue that the current 11th grade missed the opportunity of taking a trip in 10th 

grade.  Ms. Johnson said she would work with parents to see if there were ways to make a trip 

happen.   

 Ms. Johnson affirmed that the 10th grade would take the PSAT in October.   

 One parent raised the issue of our ranking (Washington Post Most Challenging High School) being 

wrong – does it affect college admissions?  Nancy thanked Cecilia and Meera for all their work 

correcting the ranking (in this ranking BSGE is the most challenging public high school in New York 

City) but noted that colleges are well aware of the quality of the education students receive at BSGE.   

 As mentioned in the June meeting, Ms. Johnson wants a licensed librarian to help students with their 

research paper and extended essay. The PTA voted last June to help pay for the cost of the librarian. 

 Ms. Johnson noted the Technology grant would largely be used to replace the laptop carts.  

 BSGE will have a new Assistant Principal – Mr. Guy Yachovin to help us this year (at no cost.)  Ms. 

Johnson will be out of the building for 3 weeks in October for her knee operation. 

 Greater Connectivity in the Classroom 

o Most of the teachers are starting to use Google Classroom and Skedula/Pupil Path. 

o Naviance is a college program students will be using this year. They enter the colleges they 

were accepted to and help manage their college process. The database that will be created will 

help future students with their list of colleges to apply to. 

o ManageBac  helps the students and school better manage the IB process. It allows students to 

uploading materials directly to IB. Can also give assignments to students seamlessly. Ms. 

Johnson is not sure if parents have access to it. Students can also get assignments if they’re 

not in school. 

o Nancy urged parents to use the information they will be provided to help support students, not 

put additional pressure on either students or teachers.  Use it to support your children. Ms. 

Johnson is encouraging families – don’t be neurotic about grades. 

o Once parents have access to the programs, Nancy urged parents to contact the PTA if they are 
having problems.  We could easily do training at an upcoming PTA meeting.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Laura Yoshida and seconded by Karen Chu. The meeting 

ended at 8:12pm. 

 

Upcoming Events  

  Sept 28: Curriculum night  


