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BSGE PTA Minutes 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Welcome 

Trevor Harris, PTA Co-President, opened the meeting. In attendance were Co-President Nancy Northrop, Cecilia 

Cheng, 1
st
 Vice President; Co-Treasurers Karen Chu and Nick Leahy; and Co-recording secretary Serena Reisner, who 

took the minutes. Nancy thanked those who came to Winterfest last week. We had a very successful event. 

Reading and Approval of the Minutes  

A copy of the November 2017 PTA meeting was distributed to those in attendance. Nancy asked parents if they had 

any questions or clarifications.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Mike Kenney, and seconded by Leslie 

Greene, and unanimously approved by a show of hands.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Karen Chu, Co-Treasurer, reviewed the BSGE PTA’s Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Statement for the month 

of November 2017. Copies were circulated to those in attendance. The PTA received $8920 from PA contributions. 

The final Winterfest numbers will be reflected in the December budget next month. We received $98 from Amazon 

Smile and $25 for the BSGE Planners. Robotics were paid for and the team will be participating in the qualifying 

round at John Dewey High School this weekend. We’d like to talk to Peter Wilson about using the funds that were 

allocated for students that need help with college visits. (An alumni raised funds for this effort and requested that the 

PTA hold on to these funds  when he closed out the account.)  Nick Leahy, Co-Treasurer reviewed the year's budget, 

comparing our year-to-date actuals with our budget and we have $72,000 in the bank. While we’re tracking well, we 

still encourage families to donate. 

SLT Update 

All parents are welcome to the SLT meeting which starts at 4pm. Trevor mentioned that the SLT meeting was very 

productive and covered 4 main topics—1) the new school building initiative, 2) the budget, 3) technology grant. 4) 

diversity and outreach for the school. The SLT discussed the push for a new school and the idea of taking up the cause. 

Some guidelines came out of this—we want to keep the school small (i.e. about 600 students) and allow the teachers 

and students to work in a small environment. Would prefer for it not to be co-located with another school. We have an 

opportunity to discuss a new building with Melinda Katz and we want to proceed. We want to be proactive and get in 

on the conversation. The school recently signed a 10-year lease. There is currently a petition for parents to support the 

new building and there are 220 signatures. We will promote it more on Facebook and perhaps even in the District 30 

Facebook group.  Eventually, the plan is to truncate to 9-12 but it is not happening yet. There may be some pushback 

regarding truncating – the 7
th
 grade admissions process allows a buffer for 9

th
 grade admissions and numbers.  

Ms. Johnson reassured parents that BSGE is financially sound and would remain and IB school.  The IB budget is 

roughly between $70k to $100k.  In addition, parents must pay for the cost of IB exams.  It was recommended that the 

school start collecting funds from parents for IB exams starting in 10
th
 grade, to help spread out the $860 in IB exam 

fees. The state currently funds AP exams for students receiving free and reduced price lunch, but the state no longer 

supports  IB. On average, our teachers’ salaries are at medium-level and our fair-student funding is high, and in 

general, we are still shooting for smaller class sizes, but we are doing ok with the budget.  



The SLT discussed the use of the Technology grant and how it will be spent. It’s been determined that we will be 

ordering 13 Prometheum boards (an interactive whiteboard that act like a tablet and touchscreen, and the school has a 

few of them already and the teachers love them), 1 laptop carts with MacBook Airs, another 18 laptops, 5 desktop 

computers, and several printers (including creating a cluster of printers that student will be able use to print homework 

at school). The SLT talked about approaching school construction for the $170k ($135k from Melinda Katz and $35k 

from Jimmy Van Bramer), which had been previously allocated to renovate the fitness room.  

The last topic at the SLT meeting is an initiative to increase diversity in the school population. We are hoping to form 

an Admissions committee, which would help with community outreach and also help the 9
th
 grade admissions process 

become a screened process, with interviews and essays. 

Fundraising Committee Update 

Serena gave an update on the fundraising initiatives. Our Winterfest event was a community builder. Mr. Meehan 

thanked the PTA on behalf of the teachers for the event and for also covering their costs. The next big initiative is the 

Spring Gala, which will celebrate the 15
th
 anniversary of BSGE and we hope to include alumni and the parent 

community at this big event. Please contact Serena if you wish to join in the committee spearheading the Spring Gala. 

Reaching alumni- the fundraising committee is going to reach alumni via social media and a grassroots level. Mr. 

Meehan suggested that we create an online form for people to fill in their new information and quickly create the 

alumni database. We will also connect with Virge and Peter to reach the alumni, and Margaret can also reach the past 

few years of parents to reach their alumni. The goal is to reach at least 300 alumni by the end of Feb. Eventually, we 

hope to have an alumni association, which is where other schools receive the majority of their funding. 

Other events will involve the students. We’re hoping to have some “suggested donations” at events where parents are 

coming to see their kids—at the January music performance and the art show. (The music concert raises money for 

Helping Hands and the PTA does not want to conflict with that but we can have a donation box as well.) We'd like to 

also have a multi-cultural night, including Bollywood.  

It was also mentioned that we’d like to work closer with teachers to see what they would like to fundrasie for. And we 

can set up Donorschoose for teachers. For example, one parent mentioned that a Physics teachers purchases items from 

Home Depot for experiments. Ms. Johnson has said that they would make purchases for any items that teachers 

require. 

We will be holding a fundraising committee meeting at the beginning of January to get the Spring gala off the ground. 

It’s important that we can get a Save the Date in June to put on people’s calendars, especially alumni. 

Upcoming Events and Announcements 

For our February PTA meeting, Shameek Robinson from the College Board, will be coming to speak. He is very 

helpful in guiding parents with free resources for preparing for the SAT and SAT subject tests. 

On Dec 13, Ms. Nikolos needs help with the Winter concert at the Senior center. Parents are needed to help 1) drive 

instruments to the senior center and 2) chaperone students on the subway to the trip. 

Also, next week (Dec 13), the kids are holding a “Deck the Halls” contest where each floor will be decorated for the 

holidays. Each floor represents a grade. (We’ve asked if we can post some videos of the event.) 

Each Friday at lunch, there is karaoke and kids have to sign up ahead of time. 

Our next SLT and PTA meeting is on January 9
th
. 

On February 26
th
, it has been confirmed that the 10

th
 graders will be taking the PSAT. Additional communication will 

be sent out. 

Happy Holidays! 


